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GENERAL HISTORY 

OF THE 

LATE WAR. 

H E Imperial army being utterly a. 

^ ffe(SS ^ difabled by the defeat at Rofbach ; 1 757- 

$$0 T and there being nothing to fear, King of 

ego 59 ® ' nor to do in this quarter, his Pruf- ^™®J ra 
fian Majefty was left entirely at ^ h °V^ ts th 
liberty to ad in perfon againft the Auflrians. Auftrians 
They had opened trenches before Schweidnitz, in 111 Sllelia * 
Silefia, on the 26th of Odober, but had made 
little or no progrefs on the 9th of November, 
having been perpetually interrupted by the fre- 
quent fallies of the befieged. Prince Charles of 
Lorrain had encamped near Breflau, over-againft 
the army commanded to cover that city, under 
the Prince of Bevern, waiting the redudion of 
Schweidnitz, that he might be able by the addi- 
tion of the forces a employed in that fiege, to give 

a The troops of Bavaria and Wurtemburg. 
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Bevern battle, or make him retreat and leave 
Breflau to his mercy. By thefe circumftances Sile- 
fia was in danger of being forced out of the hands 
of Prufiia. This was the principal objedt of the 
war between him and the Emprefs Queen. His 
Majefty, therefore, haftened to its affiftance with a 
confiderable part cf his victorious army, firmly 
believing that the garrifon would hold out, with 
hopes of relief, to the Iaft extremity. But it was 
too late. For, though there was great encourage- 
ment to hold out, from the great lofs fuftained by 
the Auftrians, in a general afiault, on the eleventh, • 
when they could only carry two redoubts, without 
making any confiderable breach in the ramparts of 
the towrvthe generals, who commanded atSchweid- 
nitz, thought proper againft the inclination of the 
o-arrifon, who had before, and then offered to force 
their way through the befiegers, to capitulate next 
day; and thereby furrendered themfelves and a 
garrifon of 4000 brave fellows' priloners of war, 
and that important fortrefs 1 into the hands of the 
Auftrian auxiliaries, together with a great quantity 
of ammunition, provifions and money. 

The lofs of this ftrong town was certainly a 
very great weakening of his Pruffian Majefty’s 
intereft and ftrength in Silefia; but the depriving 
him of the fervice of lb many veteran foldiers 
would have been more feverely felt in his prelent 
circumftances had they not found an opportunity 
to difengage themfelves from the efcort, conduct- 
ing them into Bohemia; which die garrifon of 
I Schwcidnitz were animated to do by the news of 

the 
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he achievements of their fellow foldiers, under D. 
the command of their King in perfon, at Roibach. * 757 ’ 
So that not above 200 of thefe prifoners remained 
with the Auftrians. 

Scnweidnitz having furrendered, the corps b , The Au- 
which had befieged it, rejoined the main army ^"L re 3 
near Liffa. Where it was refolved to attack the main army 
Prince of Bevern without delay ; before the King, atLlfld * 
by forced marches, could arrive to his afiiftance. 

Their force was three times more than the Prince’s : 
and General Nadafti was polled with a feparate 
body on the flank of the Pruflian right wing. 

•The attack was begun at nine o’clock on the 2 2d Attack the 
in the morning. But notwithftanding their vaft £“ nre of 
luperiority in numbers, and the advantage of their 
fituation, the Auftrian right wing was entirely 
beat and forced to retire towards Newmarck. 
Lieutenant General Ziethen, who commanded 
the Pruflian left wing, gave Nadafti fuch a warm 
reception, that his feparate corps was alfo routed ; 
and the enemy began every where to give up the 
batde for loft, and to confult how they might 
make a fafe retreat ; and left the Pruflians in pof- Beaten, 
feflion of the field of battle. But the Prince of 
Bevern finding that fome of his regiments had 
luffered greatly, did not think it proper to remain 
in that fituation. He firft withdrew into his camp ; Prince 
and next night he pafled the Oder near Breflau : Bevern re- 
a retreat equally as myfterious as the furrender of 1 
Schweidnitz j for according to the belt accounts, 
his army was far from being weakened in propor-^ 

b Had loll 8000 men in the liege. 
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A- D. tion to the Auftrians, who, it is faid, amounted to 
1757 ' 20,000 men killed, wounded and milling. 

On the 23d the army remained behind Breflau: 
and on the 24th, about four in the morning, the 
Prince of Bevern, as he was reconnoitring with 
Surprized an efcort, was furprized and carried off by a party 
prifonw!" of Croats, who had palled the Oder, under the 
command of General Beck. This misfortune did 
not come alone. Lieutenant General Leftwitz, 
the chief commander in Breflau, giving up all 
hopes of fnpport from an army, that knew not 
how to improve the advantage of their late vidtory, 
and was now deprived of their commander, in a 
very mylterious manner, and thinking his own 
Itrength was very infufficient to maintain a place 
fo extenfive and fo badly fortified, capitulated, on * 
condition that the garrifon and wounded fhould 
have free leave to march out, and not act againft 
the Emprefs Queen during the courfe of the war. 
All com- Such was the fituation of his Prufiian Majefty, 
between * n communication between him and his armies in 
theKingof Silefia being cut off by the enemy, that he could 

Pruflia and , 

his army in have no advice or thele tranlaccions, till the 29th, 
Siknacut w h en he arrived at Parchwitz. Here he affem bled 
his whole ftrength; the refolute garrifon of Schweid- 
nitz, that broke from their efcort, and the forces, 
that had done fuch great things under the Prince 
of Bevern, and Lieutenant General Ziethen. 
And by this jundlion, his Majefty, on the firft of 
December, found himfelf in a condition to face 
the enemy, and his troops full of ardour to reftore 
affairs to their former ftate. 


This 
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Thus difpoied and animated, his Prufiian Majefty, 
being but two days march diftant from the enemy, /57 \ 

o ^ Marches in 

advanced with his whole army to Neumarck, on queftof the 
the 4th. The vifit was quite unexpedted. It^^ 1311 
threw the hufiars and pandours, many thoufands Surprizes 
of which were refling themfelves fecure in that Neumaick * 
town, into great confufion, at the approach of 
the King’s army. They endeavoured to efcape 
towards Breflau, while they fliut the gates of the 
town on the fide of the Prufiians. But his Pruf- 
fian Majefty forefeeing that would be their attempt 
to efcape, had ordered fome fquadrons of dra- 
goons and hufiars to file round the walls, and to 
cut off their retreat. By this means the adtion 
became defperate. The Prufiians forced the gates 
and drove the enemy entirely out of the town : 
who falling into the hands of a large body of ca- 
valry, Rationed for that purpofe, 300 of them Loft of the 
were cut to pieces, and 600 threw down their 
arms and were made prifoners ; with the lofs of 
no more than five Prufiian hufiars. There were 
found in this town all the enemy’s ovens, a fmall 
magazine, and two pieces of cannon, belonging 
to the pandours. 

The Auftrian army, upon the news of this in-Auftrian 
fult, de mol i filed the entrenchments of their camp a ™4 to 
near Lifla, recalled all their draggling parties, give him 
and all the garrifon of Breflau, except a few bat- 
talions, in order to feek the King of Prufiia, and 
to chaftife him for his prefumpcion to come and 
beat up their quarters. But as foon as his Ma- 
jefty was informed of their motions and defign, 

A 4 he, 
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A . D. he, to lave fome tiouble and time, refolved to 
meet the enemy : and at five o’clock next morn- 
PrX°a«1- ing (the 5th) he began to march with his whole 
vanccs , to army. At day break the Auftrian cavalry were 

meet them. J 1 r 

deferyed on a hill about half a league from f\eu- 
marck : who fpread themfelves fo much, that they 
carried the appearance of the whole Auftrian 
army, by that dawn of light; and accordingly 
the King commanded his troops to march forward 
in two columns. 

As the day advanced it was foon difeovered 
that thofe troops, which occupied the hills, were 
only four regiments of Saxon light horfe, under 
the command of Lieutenant General Count Noftlrz. 
The Pruftian huflars were immediately ordered to 
attack them. Which they performed fo furioufly, 
that they killed and took about 300 and put the 
reft to flight : who efcaped under the protection 
of a thick fog. A circumftance that alfo greatly 
favoured the march of the Prufli.ms, as they pro- 
ceeded. For, they were upon the main body of 
the Auftrian army, about noon, under this cover, 
before they were apprized of their intentions. 
Difpofaicn The Auftrians were drawn up in order of battle, 
Length in front of the village of Leuthen, upon a fine 
Auit nan pLin, with fome adjacent eminencies well furniflaed 
camp. w ith artillery, fortified both on the right and the 
left by ftrong batteries of cannon, and in the in- 
tervals made difficult of accefs by trees felled and 
laid crois the ways, wTere the thickets did not fa- 
vour their operations and difpofitions. Moreover 
their left wing was well covered behind by a pretty 

lai'2<3 
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large wood, where the enemy had cut down a 
great number of trees, to prevent their being at- 
tacked in flank. However, after his Pruflian Ma- 
jefty had reconnoitred their fituation, he refolved 
to attack their left wing, and made his difpofi- 
tions accordingly : and as General Nadafti was 
polled with a corps of referve on the left wing, in 
order to fall upon the flank of the right wing of 
the Prufflans, his Majefty placed four battalions 
behind the cavalry of this fame wing, which had 
a very good effect : for, thefe fame battalions not 
only routed Nadafti’s corps, which, at the begin- 
ning of the a&iori flanked the Pruflian cavalry in 
the right wing, and had made them give way ; but 
fupported and covered the right wing fo effectually, 
that they aCted with fuch vigour on the left of 
the enemy, as to oblige them foon after to fall 
back. This made way for the Pruflian infantry to 
advance •, which they did in good order, though 
expofed on all lides to a fierce fire of artillery and 
frnall arms ; of which the like was fcarce ever 
feen. But the Pruflian artillery performed won- 
ders on this occafion. It was of fuch fignal fer- 
vice in fupporting the march of their infantry, that 
the enemy’s cannon were foon filenced. 

Nothing could excel their bravery and gallant 
refinance made by the Auflrians during the whole 
engagement. But, they were at length, though 
with great difficulty, obliged to give way. They 
rallied all their forces about Leuthen, which was 
defended on all Tides by entrenchments and re- 
doubts ; and maintained the battle at this place 

about 
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about an hour longer ; but were at length forced 
to yield to fate and to the fuperior bravery of the 
Pruflian battalions, who repeated their attacks till 
they became mailers of this poll. This decided 
the battle. The Aullrians beaten from their lall 
refort fled on every fide : and when the village of 
Leuthen was abandoned, his Pruflian Majefty met 
with no further oppofition. Victory having thus 
declared in favour of the Pruflians the purfuit 
begun. The cavalry and hufiars purfued the flying 
enemy moll part of the night, killed many, and 
brought in many thoufand prifoners. The King, 
on his fide, purfued the enemy as far as Lifia, 
where his army fpent the night under arms. 

Great generalfhip and remarkable bravery were 
(hewn on both fides in this battle, which accounts 
for the length of the contell, and for the extraor- 
dinary lofs of men. The battle began at two in 
the afternoon and continued till night. But the 
line formed by the Aullrians was fo extenfive, that 
they could quickly replace with frefh troops the 
lofs they fuftained. This prevented the Pruflian 
right wing’s being employed at the beginning of 
the action : and this was the reafon why the battle 
did not become general till towards four o’clock, 
and of being obliged to bring up their fmall rear- 
guard. Befides the cavalry at firll found it very 
difficult to engage, being obliged to advance over 
caufeways and felled trees, with which the enemy 
was covered. But General Ziethen, their com- 
mander, delivered them at length out of that dif- 
ficulty, and found them away to come into a lhare 
of the action j and then they drove all before them. 
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The right wing of the Pruflian army was com- 
manded by his Majedy in perfon, and conduced 
by Prince Maurice of Anhault-Deflau. The lefc 
was committed to the condudt of General Retzow. 

The whole difpofitions were made by his Pruflian 
Majedy, and furpafled every thing he had yet 
done : and they were as happily executed ; other- 
wife the infantry, which performed wonders, muft 
have been obliged to give way in their Sovereign’s 
prefence. 

The confufion of the Auftrians became fo great Gallant 

^ i j . action or 2L 

that, in the purfuit, a cornet or Ziethen s rcgi- comet, 
ment, with a party of ten men only, took, dif- 
armed, and brought ioo Audiians pnfoneis to 
the head quarters. For which gallant a&ion the Rewarded. 
King promoted him to the rank of a captain, and 
honoured him with the order of merit. 

The Auftrian army was not only well officered •, Strength «f 

but it was vadly fuperior in numbers and ftrength, an army. 

confiding of 80,000 men, and a very large train 

of artillery. The Pruflians did not exceed 36,000 of the 
' ^ , 1 • r • *ii Piuflians. 

horfe and foot , "with a much inferior aitillery. 

The Audrians had 6000 and upwards flain inLofs«j>f the 
battle: had many more wounded: 21,500 were 
made prifoners, amongd whom were two generals. 

General O’Donnel dangeroufly wounded, the 
Saxon General Count de Noditz: befides the fon 
of the late Marfhal Browne: and 291 officers, 
many of them field officers : they loft 4000 bag- 
gage and ammunition waggons, well filled; 168 
cannon c and 51 colours and dandards. 

, p Some accounts make them 200 and 241 pieces. 

Prince 
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Prince de Lichtenftein was alfo dangeroufiy 
wounded ; and General Count Luchefi was lefc 
dead in the field of battle. 

What exceeds almofl all credibility is, the fmall 
lofs of the Pruflians on this memorable and mod 
fevere occafion ; they had no more than 500 killed, 
and 2,300 wounded •, amongfl whom was Major- 
General Krockow, who was alfo made prifoner d . 
But the account from Vienna of the fame aCtion, 
is fo flagrant an inftance of mifreprefentation, that 
we cannot but take particular notice of it: This 
account was contained in a difpatch bearing date 
the 14th of December, and directed to the mi- 
nifters of their Imperial Majefties at foreign courts. 
The fubftance of which is as follows : 

“ "Y OU have had, as yet, Sir, but a very im- 
perfect account of the affair on the 5th 
of December, between the Imperial and Pruffian 
army. As I am perfuaded the Pruffians will make 
great boafl, and magnify to an extreme degree, 
their victory over the Auftrians, I am glad I have 
it in my pow'er to afifure you, that, except the ap- 
parent advantage of having kept the field of bat- 
tle, and having taken eighteen or twenty field 
pieces, they obtained none that were any v/ay ef- 
fential. The confequences of this action will 
place the matter in a clear light. 

“ The effufion of blood was, indeed, very 
great ; but, I believe, the refult will prove more 
to the advantage of the Imperial than the Pruffian 
aimy, by reaion, that the lofs was near eciual • 

d This battle was fought on the <th of December ir;r. 
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and that, if there was a difference with regard to A.D. 
the number of the flain and wounded, it feems to 
me, that it was in favour of the Imperialifts. The 
Pruffians will not gain an inch of ground by this 
event. They will be obliged to fight a* new, 
which will only, in the end, weaken them ; or they 
mud: feek out for winter-quarters. 

“ Breflau and Leignitz are provided with flrong 
garrifons, and with provifions and ammunition in 
abundance. The Imperial army, by its pofition 
near Schweidnitz, covers that place, fecures the 
communication with Bohemia, and fo keeps in 
awe the Prufiian army, that it cannot execute 
any thing againfl thefe two places, otherwife than 
by citing them to furrender : for to effedl any 
thing real, there would be a neceffity of inveiling 
and befieging them in form. This is what the 
TCing of Prufiia is not likely to attempt near an 
army, which, whatever reinforcement this Prince 
may receive, will alfo be reinforced on its fide, 
and will always be fuperior in number to him, 
and I dare fay, will not fail to equal him in cou- 
rage. But now I will lay before you a clear and 
diftindl idea of the adlion of the 5th. 

“ It is expedient previoufly to obferve, that it 
were to be wiflied, that after the taking of Breflau, 
the Imperial army had been in a condition to pur- 
fue the broken remains of Prince Bevern’s army, 
to beat or difperfe them, and at the fame time to 
march againft the King of Prufiia, who came to 
cover a retreat ; but the neceffary celerity in fuch 
a cafe was not pradlicable. The Imperial army 
had fuffered much in the adlion of the 2 2d of No- 

^ * ■ vember. 
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vember. The infantry wanted fhoes and {lock- 
ings, which they were under a neceflity of being 
furnifhed with, before they could fet out on their 
march. The cavalry extremely fatigued, had 
occafion for reft to recruit their fpirits, and it 
was not till the fourth of this month, that they 
were in a condition to march againft the enemy. 

cc This interval of time, which the King of 
Pruflia gained, a time always precious in w’ar, 
facilitated the affembling of the troops difperfed 
by the action of the 2 2d of November, together 
with the arrival of the numerous garrilon of Glo- 
gavv, and a part of the heavy artillery of that 
place; as all'o, a confiderable detachment, as it is 
pretended, from Mc.rjhal Lehwaldfs army: fo that 
by a moderate computation, this Prince’s troops 
might be fuppofed to amount to 36 or 40,000 
men, on the day of battle. 

“ The Auftrians had in all 50,000 men. They 
might have infured the victory, if they had had 
10,000 lefs. This can be eafily proved. Their 
army was polled very advantageoufly by the care 
and attention of Marfhal Daun. The right, ex- 
tending to the village of Nypern, was covered by 
ponds. The front was fecured by its fituation 
and a numerous artillery, and the left terminated 
in a village called Luthen. This village being 
fituated in a plain, Marfhal Daun, who forefaw 
that the King of Prufiia would diretft his main at- 
tack on this point, had reinforced it, and covered 
the flank by five lines difpofed behind each other ; 
thus making, like an experienced general, the 
beft advantage of the nature of the ground. It 

was 
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was in this fituation that the Auftrian generals D. 
waited the coming up of the enemy. The Pruf- ,757 ‘ 
flans advanced about one in the afternoon, within 
cannon-ffiot. The Auftrian artillery did fuch exe- 
cution, that it immediately threw into confufion 
the firft line of the enemy’s infantry, which, with 
great difficulty was brought again to the charge. 
Towards three o’clock the fire of the fmall arms 
began. The two lines having clofed each other, 
that of the Pruffians was every where repulled, 
except in the above-mentioned point of attack, 
where the troops polled on the left, at the firft dif-. 
charge of the Pruffian infantry gave way, without 
firing a (hot, turned their backs, and brought after 
them, in their flight, fome troops, and even intire re- 
giments that flanked them. This unforefeen and 
unexpedted accident broke the line, and gave op- 
portunity to the Pruffian cavalry to penetrate into 
the empty fpace. The diforder was afterwards, in 
fome refpedl, rectified, and the line being clofed 
by the corps of referve that advanced, reftored 
the battle, and hindered the left wing, that had 
been taken in flank, from being intirely defeated. 

This could not be well effected without lofing 
ground ; but it was obftinately difputed, and as 
the front was fuccefsful, the left was fupported as 
much as poffible by the detachments fent to it. 
However, being greatly weakened by the firft dift 
order, and the Pruffians ftill vigoroufly attacking 
it, there was a neceffity at laft of retreating, which 
was executed in good order, and ftep by ftep, 
fuch of the enemy as prefented themfelves being 

con- 
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continually charged. The battle laired from one 

till half an hour after four. 

“ Though we are not exactly informed of the 
lofs of officers and foldiers, there is reafon to pre- 
fume, that the lofs of the Pruffians comes not- 
ffiort of ours. A proof of the courage Oi tne 
Imperial troops may be evinced from their de- 
firino to fight again the next day, when the King 
of Pruffia prefented himfelf with his whole army 
to attempt the paflage of the Schweidnitz.” 

To which the Pruffians replied : — “ Such is the 
account which the court of Vienna thought fit 
to communicate to her minifters at foreign courts ; 
what credit fuch minifters deferve is now manifeft: 
to all the world, and what muft be the ficuation 
of a court which is driven to fuch expedients is 
equally apparent. The furrender of Breflau, in 
which was 14,000 of the troops of Auftria, befides 
alrnoft all their ableft generals and officers, is the 
b~ft poffible teftimony, that this battle was deci- 
fivc in favour of the Pruffians ; and fo far was the 
Auftrian army from covering this capital, as was 
pretended, that all who efcaped, and could not 
find refuge in the fortified towns, fled in the ut- 
moft terror and confufion, not knowing what to 
do, nor where to repair for fafety or protection ; 
infomuch that the whole boafted armv, the re- 
mains of which was ftill fuperior to the Pruffians 
on the 14th, was fo broken and difperfed before 
the 26th of December, that it was, in a manner, 
annihilated. ’• 
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The immediate effects of this victory was the A - 

* jn 

furrender of Breflau. His troops, in the heat of 

1 Breflau be* 

their courage, were eager to auault and to attempt fleged. 
this ftrong city, garrifoned by 14,000 men, by 
ftorm ; but that method might have been attended 
with fatal confequences. Therefore his Pruffian 
Majefty abated their ardour, and prevailed with 
them to hearken to more advifeable tneafures. 

He ordered the approaches to be carried on in the 
ufual form. The Pruffian army was not prepared 
to form a fiege •, it was however necefiary that they 
fhould not leave behind them fuch a ftrong garri- 
fon placed by the Auftrians in that capital for its 
defence. They at firft took pofleffion of the 
fuburbs called Ohlau, and of the convent of the 
brothers of charity, and of St. Maurice’s church- 
yard. There they eftabliffied two batteries, which 
were foon ready to be played. From thence they 
carried a parallel within 400 paces of the ditch of 
the city, advancing towards Schweidnitz gate. 

One of the firft effedfs of their bombs was the 
blowing up a tower, fituated on the fhoulder of a 
baftion, which ferved as a magazine of powder •, 
and the explofion made a confiderable breach in ' 
the ramparts. This happened on the 15th at 
night, and greatly facilitated the fuccefs of the 
attack. The greateft part of the cannon of the 
befieged was already difmounted, and the fire of 
their batteries was, on the 16th, almoft entirely 
ceafed. On the 17th thePruffians advanced con- 
fiderably by fap. On the 1 8th they eredted a new 
battery on the right of the parallel. On the 19th 
Vol. III. B they 
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they were advanced within 140 paces of the ditch, 
and the breach was confiderably augmented. 
Thus by the ardour of the troops, which the ri- 
gour of the feafon could not abate, the approaches 
were carried fo far as to oblige the enemy to think 
of furrendering. The befieged had no outwork 
that covered the body of the place ; nor any co- 
vered way. The befiegers had turned off the little 
river Ohlau, and by that means had left the ditch 
dry ; and thus there remained no refource for the 
enemy to defend themfelves with fuccefs. They 
therefore refolved to capitulate, which was done 
on the 20th. The commanders of the garrifon 
would have ftipulated for advantages, but were 
obliged to fubmit to the condition of being made 
prifoners of war, with the whole garrifon. 

At Breflau 144,000 florins were found in the 
Auftrian military cheft, and the magazines were 
well .flocked. Thirty-feven pieces of Pruflian 
cannon, which were loft in the adtion of the 2 2d 
of November, were retaken ; and befides the artil- 
lery belonging to the place, forty-four pieces of 
Auftrian cannon were found in it. 

On the 29th the town of Lignitz furrendered, 
the garrifon of which was fuftered to retire, as 
the number of prifoners was already fo great as to 
render the entertainment of more inconvenient. 
A confiderable magazine of meal and oats, fome* 
artillery, and a large quantity of ammunition were 
fecured. 

The vigilance of the King of Pruffia to improve 
every advantage is aftonifhing, for, notwithftand- 
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ing the deep fnow that lay upon the ground, his A - 
Majefty marched on the 24th, at break of day, ' 5/ ’ 
with part of his army and a train of artillery, to n itz at- 
Schweidnitz, garrifoned with 7000 men. tack-d. 

Thus his Pruflian Majefty, in a month’s time, Rapidity of 
beat the Imperialifts, and their auxiliaries the anifs™^ 
French ; entirely routed the Auftrians, and re- 
gained all Silefia, except the town of Schweidnitz ; 
about which he formed a blockade, the fame day 
that Breflau capitulated. And at this time the 
number of his prifoners exceeded the number of 
his whole army. 

The fiege of Schweidnitz did not prevent other 
operations in Silefia. The King ordered his troops 
Under the command of Baron Fauque, to purfue Freybep _ 
the Auftrian fugitives, who, on the 18 th, arrived taken, 
at Freyberg, from whence the enemy was inftantly 
diflodged : nor did they make a more vigorous And 
defence at Fredberg, Strigau, KunerfdorfF, nor places, 
any of the open towns •, but fled precipitately on 
the firft approach of the Pruflians. On the 19th 
four officers and 200 private men were made pri- 
foners, and fixty waggons laden with meal for 
Schweidnitz taken. The 20th the Baron purfued 
the enemy as far as Reichenau, and attacked them 
on the hills near Landlhut, where they had halted 
and intrenched themfelves, having received in the 
morning of that day, a re-inforcement of 2000 
men from Liebau, which made them fuperior in 
infantry to their purfuers yet, notwithftanding 
this fuperiority, they were driven from their 
trenches, and purfued through GrifFau and Lie- 
bau : of which towns the Pruflians took pofteffion, 

B 2 and 


20 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 

A. D. and found in them 2000 tons of meal, great quan- 
* 757 - tides of forage, and many thoufand bombs, bul- 
Lofsof the j etS} an( j granadoes. Thus the mountains of Si- 
Auftnana. were ent j re jy f C oured, and thofe of the ene- 
my that efcaped driven half naked and ftarving 
into the circle of Konigfgratz. 

In Upper Silefia, the towns of Jaggendorfr, 
Troppau,Teflfohen, and Strigau,were likewife taken. 
The love Thefe brave a&ions, fo glorious and fo rapid, 
hrtl^for'tfie endeared him to the people of England, who had 
King of but juft before given him up for loft and a prey 
to his numerous enemies. They loved him ; and . 
they beheld him with aftonilhment and admiration, 
extricating himfelf with fuch activity and galan- 
trv, out of fo many and great difficulties ; and 
every man, at that time faid, “ It was a pity fo 
“ brave a monarch ffiould be unfupported, or per- 
“ mitted to be cruffied by fuch a powerful, yet 
“ cowardly confederacy.” So warm were the 
whole people in his favour, and fo eager to ffiew 
all teftimonies of their good wifhes to his caufe, 
that they celebrated his birth-day with marks of 
affeftion, equal to thofe they give to their own 
Sovereign, on thofe joyous occafions. 

The Prince of Brunfwick, after his retreat from 
Zell, which was occafioned chiefly by the pon- 
toons not arriving at the place appointed in the 
well-regulated plan % that General had ordered 
•• to 

* The pontoons were ordered to be marched to Bey, and 
two bridges to be layed there. Lieutenant-General Spoerke 
was ordered to pafs over his irregulars, his grenadiers, and his 
work-men, to make dire&ly a tete du font , to march over his 
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to be executed for a coup de main upon that city, A. 
having eftablifhed his head-quarters at Ultzen, 
received intelligence, that the bridge, which the 
enemy had broke down at Zell was repaired, and 
that M. Broglio, with a large body of cavalry, 
had pafled the Aller, to the right, and that other 
bodies had pafled the fame river below ; fo that 
an attack might be inftantly expe&ed. Therefore Motions of 
Lieutenant General Spoerke, and the Major Ge- OT °; e s about 
neral Steplin and Gilfe were detached the fame Zeil * 
night f , with five battalions and as many fquadrons, 
to obferve the motions of the enemy. Thefe 
were next day reinforced with four battalions and 
four fquadrons. But no a&ion enfued : the mo- 
tions of the French parties being no more than 
a feint, to favour an efcort of waggons, laden 
with baggage, which M. de Richelieu had de- 
tached from his army into the interior part of the 
country, for greater fecurity. So that as foon as 
the Hanoverian parties appeared Broglio and the 

detachment, and the fecond line was under arms, to be ready 
when fent for. At the fame time Lieutenant-General Oberg, 
with two battalions and eight fquadrons, was ordered to march 
to the right of Zell and Helen, and there to make all the (hew 
he could of pafling, to fire away, and to make it appear fe- 
rious. Major-General Ifenberg, with three battalions and 
two fquadrons, was ordered to do the fame at Laethenfen, on 
the left of Zell, and Major-General Kilmanfegge was to try 
to force into Zell, with two battalions under his command, and 
to get pofleflion of the town, on the firft appearance of the 
enemy’s abandoning it ; Prince Ferdinand intending to march 
the army over the bridges at the fame time, and to have at- 
tacked the enemy on their left flank. 

{ Of the 23d of December. 
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A. D. other French parties returned to their pofts at 
,7S7 ' Zell. 

Having purfued the wars in Germany all the 
rigour of the feafon, and the necefiities of the ar- 
mies, both the vidorious and the defeated, obliging 
them to retire out of the field, to refrefh and re- 
A view of cruit themfelves in winter quarters > let us change 
the Britifo t ^ e p cene anc j view the tranfadions of the Britifn 

councils 

about this miniftry. 

time \ We have informed you that the army of obfer- 

Hanover. 10 vation was put again in motion, and that the re- 
fuming of their arms was juftified by the notorious 
infradion of the capitulation of Clofter-Seven by 
the French. This was approved of and advifed 
by the Britilh court with promife of fupport. 
infidious The Dutch, under the profeffions of friendfhip 
conduft of p Great B r i ta i n contributed greatly to facilitate 

the Dutch 7 • u 

tow?rds the operations of the French, by granting them 

tain. a free pafifage through Namur and Maeftricht, for 

provifions, ammunition and artillery. A condud 
highly prejudicial to the intereft of our allies, and 
contrary to the laws of neutrality, under which 
they claimed great advantages from this nation. 
Our court were juftly difpleafed with their High 
and Mightinelfes for the facility, with which they 
yielded to this demand of the French Monarch *, 
and ftrongly remonftrated againft a conceffion to 
our enemies, that was fo manifeflly in their fa- 
vour. But where inclination, or intereft bends, 
there never wants an excufe. Inability to refift a 
powerful neighbour, was pleaded as a fufficient 
reafon for them to acquiefce in the peremptory de- 
mand 
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mand of a hoffile nation, from whom they ex- A. D. 
pe&ed to reap great commercial profits: and a 1757 ' 
plea of poverty was invented to cover an unwil- 
lingnefs to put their republic into a Hate of de- 
fence and refpeft. This was only a fpecimen of 
that attachment and partiality, which the Dutch 
fhewed towards France, during the whole war. 

They pleaded neceffity or conveniency for every 
thing, that the enemy could wilh to have them 
do or to connive at. 

This was foon exemplified in that tamenefs and Favours 
indifference, with which they faw France take 
pofieffion of Nieuport and Offend, delivered to 
them by the heirefs of the houfe of Auftria, in de- 
fiance of treaties, of which the Republic were 
guarantees, for their own fecurity, againft the am- 
bition of France. So that both duty and intereft 
required their concurrence with Great Britain to 
prevent, as far as in their power, the furrender 
of thofe two fea ports and barrier towns, into the 
hands of the common enemy g . 

Colonel 

s On the 6th of July Count CoIIoredo, envoy-extraordi- 
nary from the Emprefs Queen of Hungary, fet out for Vienna 
without taking leave : the letter he wrote on this occafion wa* 
as follows: 

My Lord, Sec. 

“ His Britannic Majefty having thought proper to efpoufe 
the caufe of the enemies of my court and its allies, in the pre- 
fent fituation of things, I have juft now received my recall, 
and purpofe to be gone as foon as poffible. I fhall take M. 
de Lohzera with me ; and I defire that your excellency would 

£ 4 be 
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A. D. Colonel Yorkq, his Majefty’s plenipotentiary at 
I75 ?' the Hague, on the 28th of November, endea- 
Remon- yourec j t0 make them fenfible of the danger and 
gainft it by injuflice of remaining indifferent on fuch an event ; 
Yorke. that threatened to defeat all the advantages gained 
by the treaty of Utrecht ; and to fpirit them up to 
a vigorous refolution to interpofe, and at leaft to 
remonftrate againfl fuch open violations of that 
treaty. — c Confidering, fays the Colonel, the cri- 
tical fituation, which Europe has been in, during 
the courfe of this year, in confequence of mea- 
fures concerted to embroil all Europe, the King 
of Great Britain was willing to flatter himfelf, 
that the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, out of 
regard to the circumfpefl conduct obferved by 
your High Mightineffes, would have at leaft, in- 

be pleafed {0 grant us the nece/Tary pafTports for our baggage 
and attendants. 

“ It was with the greateft regret I beheld the caufes of my 
recal growing up ; and I can afiiire your excellency, that I 
leave this court with the deepeft fenfe of the many favours I 
have received. I am particularly fenfible of the civilities 
which your excellency hath /hewn me : I /hall always retain 
a grateful remembrance thereof ; and I have the honour to 
be, with the utmoft confideration, &c.” 

To this letter it was anfwered. “ That the King received 
with aftoni/hment the news of the minifter’s recal ; and that 
he looked upon this ftep as a confequence of the alliance, 
which his fovereign had contracted with his Majefty’s natural 
enemy, the French King ; that in the mean while he had 
given orders to Mr. Keith, his minifter at Vienna, and Mr. 
Ayrolles, his refident at Bru/Tels, to quit thofe courts imme- 
diately.” 
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formed you of the changes they have thought A - D. 
proper to make in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

‘ It was with the utmoft furprize the King 
heard that, without any previous confent from 
your High Mightinefies, and almoft without giv- 
ing you any notice, the court of Vienna had 
thought proper to put the towns of Oftend and 
Nieuport into the hands of French troops, and to 
withdraw her own, as well as her artillery and 
{lores, whilft France continues to fend thither a 
formidable quantity of both. 

4 The condudl of the court of Vienna to- 
wards his Majefty, is indeed fo unmerited, and fo 
extraordinary, that it is difficult to find words to 
exprefs it : but whatever fallacious pretexts {he 
may have made ufe of to palliate her behaviour 
towards England, it doth not appear that they 
can be extended fo far as to excufe the infring- 
ment, in concert with France, of the moft folemn 
treaties between her and your High and Mighti- 
nefies. 

‘ The King never doubted that your High 
Mightinefies would have made proper reprefenta- 
tions to the two courts, newly allied, to demon- 
ftrate the injuftice of fuch a proceeding, and the 
danger that might afterwards refult from it. 

‘ Your High Mightinefies will have perceived, 
that your filence on the firft ftep encouraged the 
two courts, newly allied, to attempt others : and 
who can fay, where they will flop ? the pretext, 
at firft, was, the need w'hich the Emprefs Queen 
ftood in of the troops for the war kindled in the 

Empire, 
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A. D. Empire, and the necefiity of providing for the 
1 17 ^ 7 ‘ fafety of thofe important places, and afterwards 
of their imaginary danger from England. 

« But high and mighty Lords ! it is but too 
evident, that the powers, who have taken thefe 
meafures in concert, have other proje&s in view, 
and have made new regulations, with regard to 
that country, which cannot but alarm the neigh- 
bouring ftates. 

‘ The late demand made to your High and 
Mightinefies, of a pafifage for a large train of war- 
like implements, through fomeof the barrier towns, 
in order to be fent to Oftend and Nieuport, could 
not fail to awake the King’s attention. The fin- 
cere friendlhip and parity of interefts of Great 
Britain and Holland, require that they Ihould no 
longer keep filence, leaft, in the ifiue, it fhould 
be confidered as a tacit confent, and as a relin- 
quifhment of all our rights. 

‘ The King commands me therefore to recal 
to your High and Mightinefies, the two-fold right 
you have acquired, to keep the Auftrian Nether- 
lands under the government of the Houle of 
Auftria, and that no other has a title to make the 
leaft alteration therein, without the content of 
your High and Mightinefies, uniefs the new allies 
have refolved to fet afide all prior treaties, and, at 
pleafure, to difpofe of every thing, that may fuit 
their private intereft. 

‘ In the treaty between your High and Mighti- 
nefies and the crown of France, figned at Utrecht, 
on the nth of April 1713, in the fifteenth article. 
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arc thefe words: “ It is alfo agreed, that no 
“ province, fort, town or city of the faid Nether- 
“ lands, or of thofe which are given up by his Ca- 
* l tholic Majefty, (hall ever be ceded, transferred 
“ or given, or fhall ever devolve, to the crown 
“ of France, or any Prince or Princefs, of the 
“ houfe or line of France, either by virtue of any 
“ gift, exchange, marriage contraft, fucceftion by 
‘‘ will, or by any other title whatever, to the 
<c power and authority of the moftChriftian King, 
“ or of any Prince or Princefs of the houfe or 
“ line of France.” 

‘ In the barrier treaty thefe very ftipulations are 
repeated, in the firft article : “ His Imperial and 
“ Catholic Majefty promifes and engages that no 
“ province, city, town, fortrefs or territory of 
“ the faid country fhall be ceded, transferred, 
“ given or devolve to the crown of France, or to 
“ any other but the fucceftion of the German do- 
11 minions of the houfe of Auftria, either by do- 
“ nation, fale, exchange, marriage-contradt, he- 
“ ritage, teftimentary fucceftion, nor under any 
<c other pretext whatfoever ; fo that no province, 
“ town, fortrefs or territory, of the faid Nether- 
“ lands fhall ever be fubjedt to any other prince, 
“ but to the fucceflbr of the ftates of the houfe of 
“ Auftria alone, excepting v/hat has been yielded 
“ by the prefent treaty to the faid Lords of the 
“ States General.” 

* A bare reading of thefe two articles, is fuf- 
ficient to evince all that I have juft reprefented to 
your High and Mightinefies j and whatever pre- 
2 text 
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A. D. text the courts of Vienna and Verfailles may al- 
17 > 7 ’ ledge, to cover the infraction of thefe treaties, 
the thing remains neverthelefs evident whilft thefe 
two courts are unable to prove, that the towns of 
Oftend and Nieuport are not actually in the power 
of France. If their defigns are juft, or agreeable 
to thefe treaties, they will, doubtlefs, not fcruple, 
in the leaft, to make your High and Mightineffes 
eafy on that head, by openly explaining them- 
felves to a quiet and pacific neighbour, and by 
giving you indifputable proofs of their intentions 
to fulfil the ftipulations of the faid two treaties, 
with regard to the Netherlands. 

4 The King hath fo much confidence in the 
good fenfe, prudence and friendfhip of your High 
and Mightineffes, that he makes not the leaft doubt 
of your taking the molt efficacious meafures to 
clear up an affair of fuch importance, and of your 
being pleafed, in concert with his Majefty, to 
watch over the fate of a country, whofe fituation, 
and independence have, for more than a century, 
been regarded, as one of the principal lupports of 
your liberty and commerce.’ 

The Dutch remonftrance, enforced greatly by the ap- 

aianned. prehenfions the Dutch patriots entertained of the 
impending danger from Embden, which was alfo 
poffeffed by the French, on the other fide of their 
republic, worked powerfully amongft the States 
of Holland. The moft fenfible, and feme of the 
moft powerful members, began to exprefs their 
uneafinefs, by remonftrances, full of zeal for the 
liberty and independence of their country. But 

the 
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the French faction in their government prevailed, A. D. 
and a way was found to diflipate all their fears 1 
and jealoufies, to make them difregard the advice Yield w 
of Great Britain, by a declaration from the French 
minifter, of the good and upright intentions of 
the King his mafter, towards their High and 
Mightinefles, with aflurance of fecurity, not only 
from infult from the French troops •, but of pro- 
tection from any others ; to which he faid they 
were more in danger to be expofed, on account 
of their obfervance of the neutrality. A mod Infufficien- 
glaring inftance of the infufficiency of treaties ° f tiea ‘ 
and guarantees, to fecure and perpetuate the beft 
conditions of peace ! What could be more firmly 
ftipulated by the barrier treaty, and the treaty of 
Utrecht ? What could be devifed on the conti- 
nent to flop the torrent cf French ambition for 
ever invading and encroaching upon Holland and 
Germany, better than a ftrong barrier ? What could 
prevent France entering the united provinces, if 
the barrier fhould be deftroyed ? What could be 
more folemnly engaged than by the Dutch to gua- 
rantee, to exert the utmoft of their ftrength to 
maintain, that barrier againft all attempts of the 
French ? Yet, you fee the two principal fea-ports 
within that barrier, which coft fo dear, fo many 
millions in money, and fo many thoufand lives to 
obtain it, for the foie benefit of Auftria and Hol- 
land, was wantonly given into the pofTeffion of 
France, to over-awe and prevent the Dutch taking 
part in the war with Great Britain, which had 
faved both Auftria and Flolland from deftruclion, 

and 
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and beheld with indifFerency by the Dutch, whofc 
very exiftence depends upon the friendlhip of 
Great Britain, and a coercion of the power of 
France. 

Spain, during all this fummer, after Mr. Pitt 
refumed the feals, behaved with more decency to- 
wards the Englifh nation : though their councils 
were very much fufpedted of an inclination to 
favour the intereft of France *, and the States of 
Italy were kept in awe by the cruizers fent from 
Gibraltar, up the Streights. But, if poflible, it 
was good policy to give them no foundation of a 
quarrel with us. 

In this fituation of Europe, the time approached 
for the meeting of the Britilh parliament ; which 
was fummoned to do bufinefs on the firft of De- 
cember. But as the bufinefs of this feflions does 
molt properly relate to the next year, we fhall 
not touch upon any affairs on matters done in 
either houfe of parliament, till we have fummed 
up the memorable contents of the prefent year* 
and given an account of the fhips taken on both 
fides. 

A review In what light pofterity will view the tranfaftions 

bf the tran- r i . . 

factions of oi tne year 1 757, is uncertain ; they appear to us, 
this year, that live at the time, and know them to be fadts* 
in a marvellous light. It is fcarce credible, what 
we have feen atchieved, and what we have feen 
in Germa- milcarried. The fpace of a fingle year never ex- 
hibited, on the fcene of a fingle country, never 
contained fo many ftriking events, never dilplayed 
lb many revolutions of fortune* as thofe we have 
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feen in Germany. Revolutions! not only beyond A. D. 
the mofl fanguine expectations ; but far beyond I/57 ‘ 
•what the moft fegacious forefight, reafoning from 
experience and the nature of things, could pof- 
fibly have imagined. Behold, in the beginning of 
the year the King of Pruffia was triumphant j the 
whole power of the Auftrians was totally defeated, 
and their hopes were utterly ruined. — Suddenly 
the Auftrian affairs were re-eftablifhed, their ar- 
mies victorious, and the King of Pruffia defeated, 
abandoned by his allies •, furrounded by his ene- 
mies, and reduced to the very brink of defpair.— 

He rifes and triumphs again, beyond all hopes, 
and defeats and levels to the ground the united 
power of France, Auftria and the Empire. — Forty 
thoufand Hanoverians, a whole army, fubmit to 

80.000 French, and are only not prifoners of war : 
the French become poffeffors of all the country 
between the Wefer and the Elbe : yet thefe fame 
Hanoverians refume their arms ; and recover their 
country. Within this year there have been 

400.000 men in aCtion. Six pitched battles have 
been fought. Three great armies demolifhed. 

The French army of 80,000 men reduced and 
vanquifhed without fighting. The Ruffians victo- 
rious, yet flying, as if .they had been vanquifhed. 

A confederacy of the five greateft powers in Eu- 
rope, to reduce one fmall potentate : all the 
ftrength of thofe powers exerted and baffled in one 
Angle campaign by the King of Pruffia. 

Change the fcene to Great Britain: We fce thelntheBri- 
Britifh flag infulted, and the laws of nations trod nions, 

upon 
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upon by Spain, in favour of France, with impu- 
nity. A great fleet and army returning from 
Rochefort without attempting to land on the conti- 
nent, where there was neither fleet nor army fuffici- 
ent to withftand their force. All the northern pro- 
vinces in America left expofed to the enemy. The 
troops, that fhould have defended them,tranfported 
to be exercifed at Hallifax, while the French ra- 
vaged and conquered what they pleafed. A fleet 
and army, that coft the nation upwards of a 
million, to hold a council of war in Nova Scotia; 
while the French, with a few Indians, were con- 
quering all before them : fo that the Britifh glory 
feemed to fink in every place, except where thofe 
unparallelled military atchievements were perform- 
ed in theeafL In Bengal, Clive upheld his coun- 
try’s fame for feats of arms. With lefs than 3000 
men he defeated upwards of 40,000 Moors and 
French : he recovered our fettlements ; ruined 
the French in thofe parts ; delivered the natives 
of Bengal, &c. from a tyrant, and placed a Na- 
bob upon the throne ; he even conquered that ex- 
tenfive, populous, rich kingdom with lefs force, 
and in lets time, than an inflgnificant fortrefs has 
been reduced in Germany. In the other parts of 
Eaft India our people were neglected, and not in 
a condition to face the enemy in the field ; while 
the French were confiderably reinforced from Eu- 
rope, and preparing to give the laft ftroke to our 
trade and intereft on the coaft of Coromandel. 
To which the conqueft of Vifagapatam, by M. 
Bully, was only a prelude. 

3 


The 


the LATE WAR, 23 

The captures, in the courfe of this year, con- D. 
tributed greatly to weaken and to impoverifh the I/57 ‘ 
enemy, and to complete the ruin of their naviga- Ca P tures » 
tion and trade. But it muft be confefled, that* 
the enemy were extremely diligent, and, confi- 
dering our vaft fuperiority at fea, their privateers 
performed wonders, and did our commerce con- 
fiderable damage, by interrupting our navigation, 

. making many prizes, and raifing the premium of 
infurance to a moft exceflive height, which be- 
came an intolerable burden upon our manu- 
factures and merchandize. — The number of {hips Mide by 
taken from the French, and laden with French 
property, were 364, of which 115 were confi- 
derable privateers and armed merchantmen •, car- 
rying 1460 guns, and upwards of ten thoufand 
feamen. The fhips taken by the French from By the 
the fubjedts of Great Britain, greatly exceeded French * 
this number, and amounted to 571 great and 
fmall vefifels. But they were neither fo' full of 
men, nor fo well armed with cannon as the 
French. 

Amongft the French prizes we find feveral va- Remark _ 
luable cargoes, as well as (tout privateers. The abb: F izes 
moft remarkable, both as to their contents, and tions. 
to their defence, were, the Pondicherry, an Eaft 
Indiaman, burden 1000 tons, taken by the 
Dover man of war, after a refolute engagement 
of about an hour, in which her fecond captain 
and five men were killed : — The Bien Acquis, 
carrying 30 foldiers, 1346 cafks of flour, 60 bar- 
rels of gun-powder, fix pieces of heavy cannon, 
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Co bombs and bomb-fhells, ammunition, foldiers- 
cloaths, &c. was taken by the Tyger privateer of 
Briftol. — The Efperance and the Nom de Dieu, 
laden on the fame account, both for the Miffif- 

fippi :■ -The Grand Biche, carrying 22 nine 

pounders on one deck, and the Henry, laden with 
foldiers and naval ftores for Louifbourg : — The 
Invincible privateer of St. Maloes, which mounted 
24 guns, nine pounders, fhipped 286 men, and 
engaged his Majefty’s fhip unicorn two hours and 
a half; during the aftion the captain was killed, 
but Lieutenant Clements fought the fhip till he 
obliged the Frenchman to ftrike. The privateer 
had near fifty killed and wounded, the Unicorn 
had no more than the boatfwain, armorer and a 
marine killed, and five men wounded : — The 
Mount Ofizer privateer of 20 guns, nine pounders, 
which, after ftriking to the Tartar, had the af- 
furance to refume their arms and to board their 
conqueror. But they paid dearly for their trea- 
chery, fix and thirty being killed and many of 

them wounded : The Renomee, burden 350 

tons, laden chiefly with pork, flour and 200 muf- 
kets ; and the Superbe, burden 750 tons, laden 
with bale goods, warlike ftores, provifions and 
242 officers and foldiers, 240 barrels of powder, 
320 mufkets and bayonets : — The Queen of An- 
gels, a Domingoman, of 18 guns, valued two 
millions of livres The Duke de Aquitane h , an 

Eaft 


h This (hip had landed her cargo, which was very rich, at 
Lifbon fome months before ; and was now fitted out as a man 
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Eaft India fliip, of'1500 tons, mounting 50 guns, 
18 pouqders, and carrying 493 men-, fhe fought 
his Majefty’s (hips Eagle and Medway, very 
brifkly for three quarters of an hour, and then 
ftruck her colours, having loft 50 men killed and 
22 dangeroufly wounded, befides many more, that 
were hurt. All her mafts, fails and rigging were 
fo fhattered, that they broke away and fell over- 
board. The lofs on our fide was ten men killed 
and 32 wounded on board the Eagle, the Med- 
way, which was employed only in raking the 
enemy, had no more than ten men wounded : — The 
Due d’Aquillain privateer, of 24 nine pounders 
and two four pounders, each large gun weighing 
300 lb. heavier than the Tartar’s, was taken by 
his Majefty’s fliip Tartar, Captain Lockhart, off 
the Ifle of Wight, after an engagement of one 
hour and twelve minutes. The Tartar fired 42 
broadfides, and killed and wounded 50 of the 
enemy, with the lofs of only four killed and one 
wounded : — The Aquiilon, a French man of war, 
of 48 guns and 450 men, mantained a running 
fight for two hours with the Antelope ! , and then 
was forced upon the rocks in the north part of 
Hodierne Bay, where flie was irrecoverably loft : — 
The Melampe privateer of Bayone, of 700 tons, 
36 guns and 320 men, taken after an engage- 

of war, with orders to cruife off the rock of Lifbon, to inter- 
cept the Mermaid, a 20 gun Englilh frigate, expedted to fail 
from that port in a few days. 

1 The Antelope had three men killed and thirteen wounded. 
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A. D. ment of three hours, by his Majefty’s fhip Tar- 

,7S7 ‘ tar, of 28 guns and 200 men, Captain Lockhart. 

And the Hermoine k French frigate, of 26 

thirteen pounders and two nine pounders, ftruck 
to Captain Elliot, of his Majefty’s (hip Hufiar, 
built of fir •, who alfo, about the fame time, funk 
a large French two decker, without being able to 
fave a man. 

Let us not conclude the annals of this year 
without recording the gallant aiflion of Peter Mur- 
ray, the boatfwain of the St. George from Smyrna, 
richly laden, and taken by the Bien Aime, a 
French privateer. Peter Murray and three failors 
belonging to the St. George, were left on board 
the prize, and feventeen Frenchmen were put on 

‘ k On board the Hermione were Tome of the Tilbury’s peo- 
ple, who greatly praifed the humanity of the inhabitants of 
the little fifhing town, near the place where they were wreck- 
ed : who not only concealed them from the barbarous favages, 
but fupplied them w ; ith all neceHaries they could fpare. — An 
example, that greatly upbraided their mother country, where 
at this very time, the Englifh pvifoners were moll cruelly 
treated, according to the account of Captain Clarke, of the 
Exeter, publilhed in the London papers, and dated Fiichamp 
in Normandy, July 6. “ We both live worfe, fays he, and 
lie worfe than the hogs do in England : we lie on flint pave- 
ment, and have but a pound of draw each man to fpread un- 
der us, and nothing but the roof of the houfe and heavens to 
cover us. Our living is moll miferably bad ; w'e have nothing 
but bread allowed for breakfaft, and at dinner a quarter of a 
pound of beef a man, boiled all to-pieces for foup, and fome 
mully cyder to drink ; at fupper we have bread, water, and 
green cale boiled up together.” And this was better treat, 
ment, than fome met with in Old France. 
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board to navigate her to Marfeilles. In the paf- 
fage Peter found means to fecure the arms, and 
then, by confining fome, wounding others, and 
obliging the reft to afiift him, he, with his three 
Englilhmen, retook poffeffion of the fhip, with- 
out killing one man, and carried her fafe into 
the port of Barcelona — Neither ought we to 
pafs over in filence the engagement of his Ma- 
jefty’s fhip Southampton, Captain Gilchrift, with 
five French privateers, off the Ifle of V/ight. 
Two of the privateers were of equal force with 
the Southampton. The captain fought them al- 
moft three hours, one hour of which time was 
between two fires. In this fituation his men be- 
haved fo gallantly, that, though it was not in his 

1 The Mills of Hull, Mr. Claude, mailer, from Virginia, 
was taken off of Nantakett-lhoals, in O&ober 1 756, by a 
French privateer from Louilbourg, of which fhip Captain Za- 
chariah Norman, of the Porter, of Liverpool, gave the fol- 
lowing account in Auguft laft. “ The Frenchmen took out 
the mailer and molt of the crew, leaving the mate, William 
Lawfon, fecond mate, carpenter, and two or three more Eng- 
lilhmen on board, along with thirty-two Frenchmen, with an 
intent to fend her to Louilbourg. By dillrefs of weather they 
were beat off the coall, and having exhaufted all the provi- 
fions, even till they were obliged to eat the cat and dog, a 
lharke’s tail that was nailed on the veffel’s Hern, a horfe hide, 
defigned to preferve the rigging when gauled, and fowls dung 
fried in oil, they refigned, in December, the Ihip to the hands 
of the Englilh, who carried her into Placentia-harbour in 
Newfoundland, having then little or no water left, and in the 
utmoll dillrefs for all neceffaries of life.” 
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power to bring them into port, he entirely filenced 
one of them, and obliged the other to drop aftern 
of her comrade, Captain Gilchrift’s fhip having 
received eight dangerous fhot between wind and 
water ; ten men killed, fourteen mortally wound- 
ed, and as many rendered uncapable of their fer- 
vice •, he was not in a condition to purfue, and 
therefore put into Weymouth to repair damages 
and to recruit. 

There were feveral other gallant atchievements 
by our naval commanders, whofe accounts not 
being tranfmitted to England till the next year, 
will more properly come within the contents of 
the following book. 
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BOOK III. 

* . 

Containing the feveral expeditions againjl the coaji of 
France ; and the coaji of Africa. Fhe conquefts of 
Senegal , Goree, Lcuifbourg , Cape Breton , c/ 

feveral forts in North America. Fhe fnccefs of the 
army of Obfervation , z/W^r the command of Prince 
Ferdinand. Great Britain's connexions with Pruf- 
fia. The campaign in Germany between the King 
of Prujfia and the Imperialijis , Aujlrians , Ruf- 
fians, French and Swedes. The fate of the war 
in Eaft India : and the fuccefs of our naval power 
againft the French , during the year 1758. 

f 

rpHE inactivity and difgraces of the lad cam- 
X paign, both in America and on the coaft 1758. 
of France, were not lefs difiatisfaftory to the na- 
tion, than the mifearriages in the preceeding year : 
but their fears were fomewhat relieved by the 
good opinion the generality of the people 
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tertained of Mr. Pitt, and with the expedition 
that the time was at hand, when delinquents would 
be brought to punifhment, and the fervice both 
by fea and land would be put into better hands. 

The patriots could not be filent upon the oc- 
cafion, “ It has, faid they, been the great mif- 
fortune of Britain to have the grand bufinefs of 
the nation retarded at home by party debates, 
and the fuccefs of her armsv abroad fruftrated by 
tame affemblies and councils of war. When a 
commander in chief holds fuch councils to deli- 
berate whether, or not, he (hall carry his orders 
into execution, there is certainly great room to 
entertain fufpicions of his condudt.— From fuch 
cautious proceedings, we may be led to conclude, 
Phat he is either afraid of doing his duty ; or that 
he has received fome lecret counter-orders to war- 
rant his inactivity ; and that, therefore, he chules 
to ikreen himfelf under the refolutions of a 
council of war, as a colourable pretext for not 
purfuing his public and vifible orders. 

Indeed it may be prudent, in a general or 
admiral, to advife with his officers a^out the par- 
ticular means of executing his orders; but whe- 
ther it is advileable to execute them, or not, ought 
to be the determination of his own judgment. 
Foi, it is ealy to conceive, that, if a commander 
in chiet intimates his inclination to the inferior 
officers, he will find no great difficulty to procure 
a majority to acquiefce in his opinion. Befides, 
t very calling a council of war, to deliberate 
whether he «ecute his orders, or nor, is a 

fuffi- 
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fufficient intimation, that he is inclined to pacific A - D - 
or inactive meafures ; and, in fuch a cafe, no 17584 
doubt, the inferior officers will not fail to adapt 
their advice, to the general difpofition ; for, few 
are animated with fuch enthufiaftic valour, as to 
give their votes for braving the dangers of war, 
when their general affords them fo handfome a 
plea for keeping out of harm’s-way. 

“ If the myflerious reafons are not unravelled, 
which induced the conductors of the late expe- 
dition (againft Rochefort) to return without at- 
tempting to perform the intended fervice, we 
can never hope to fucceed in any future under- 
taking. Part of their orders have been inferted 
in the Gazette, for public information and fatis- 
faCtion : and the publication of them does ho- 
nour to the fecretarv, who fubfcribed them. We 
are not now under the adminiftration of a minifler, 
who will countenance falfhood, or feek to palliate 
mifconduCt, or facrifice innocent blcod to their 
own fafety. 

“ We are told, in the Gazette, openly and in- 
genuoufly, that no attempt had been made to land: 
and as they were bound by their orders, to make 
a defcent, if practicable, they have certainly aCted 
in direft breach of their duty, if, by their delays 
and deliberations, they rendered that impracti- 
cable, which might have been originally feafiblc. 

“ It is difagreeable to refleCt, that England 
mult once more be difturbed with the melancholy 
parade of a court-martial ; for frequent courts- 
martial are certain indications of the decline of 

military 


4 * 

A. D. 
1758. 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 

military virtue. But it is to be hoped that this 
extraordinary inftance of ill-conduct will undergo 
the cognizance of a higher judicatory ; and that 
the parliament will infpedt into this myfterious 
tranfa&ion. 

“ As the meeting of that great aflembly is 
near at hand, it is much to be wifhed, that in- 
ftead of wafting our time in vague conje&ures, 
and ineffectual exclamations, we would apply our- 
felves to make remonftrances to our feveral re- 
prefentatives, and earneftly intreat them ferioufly 
and vigoroufly to inveftigate the caufe of this 
fhameful event, by means of a national enquiry. 
Such an application from their conftituents will 
animate their zeal : and when they meet in par- 
liament may no party divifions diftra<ft their coun- 
cils. Such- perfonal diffentions are always pre- 
judicial to the nation, but they would now be im- 
mediately fatal. 

“ No parliament ever affembled under fuch 
critical circumftances. The kingdom has this 
year expended above eight millions and a half, 
only to purchafe Ioffes and difgrace. — Frefh fup- 
plies, and large ones too, muft be raifed for the 
fervice of the next year : and can it be fuppofed 
that, in the prefent declining ftate of the public 
credit, people will be forward to contribute, un- 
lefs paft injuries are punifhed, and they perceive a 
difpofition towards future amendment. 

“ The fate of the nation will probably depend 
on the operations of the enfuing feffions. Let 
the dark fchemes, which have baffled the hopes 

of 


the LATE WAR. 

of the public, and fruftrated the fpirited and well- 
direCted efforts of a patriotic miniftry be dragged 
into light. The parliamentary enquiry Will now 
be reverfed : inftead of defending the people 
againft the abufes of the miniftry, we hope that 
they will vindicate the miniftry for the fake of the 
people.” 

Such was the language, fuch the wifhes and de- 
fires of the nation. And the minifter could not 
help, on a very folemn occafion, fome time after, 
declaring, “ That he believed there was a deter- 
mined refolution, both in the naval and military 
commanders, againft anv vigorous exertion of the 
national power in the fervice of their country !” 
He affirmed, “ That, though his Majefty ap- 
peared ready to embrace every meafure propofed 
by his minifters, for the honour and interefl: 
of his Britilh dominions ; yet fcarce a man could 
be found, with whom the execution of any one 
plan, in which there was the leaft appearance of 
any danger, could, with confidence, be trufted.” 
He particularized the inactivity of one gentleman 
in North America, from whom the nation had 
conceived great expectations. He complained, 
“ That this n — commander had exprefied the 
moft contemptuous difregard for the civil power, 
from which he derived his authority, by neglect- 
ing to tranfmit, for a confiderable length of time, 
any other advice of his proceedings, but what ap- 
peared on a written fcrap of paper.” He ob- 
served, “ That with a force by fea and land, 
greater than ever the nation had hitherto main- 
tained, 
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•A. D. tained, with a King and miniftry ardently defirous 
I/s8 ' of redeeming her glory, fuccouring her allies and 
promoting her true intereft, a lhameful diflike to 
fervice every where prevailed, and few feemed af- 
fe&ed with any other zeal, than that of afpiring 
to the higheft polls, and grafping the Jargeft fa- 
laries.” 

In the heat of thefe complaints the parliament 
met, and his Majefty opened the feflion m with this 
moft gracious fpeech : 

His Majef- My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
t} s fpeech. y-p wou i<j have g} ven me t h e g re ateft pleafure to 
A have acquainted you, at the opening of this 
feflion, that our fuccefs in carrying on the war 
had been equal to the juftice of our caufe, and 
the extent and vigour of the meafures formed for 
that purpofe. 

I have the firmeft confidence, that the fpirit 
and bravery of this nation, fo renowned in all 
times, and which have formerly furmounted fo 
many difficulties, are not to be abated by fome 
difappointments. Thefe, I truft, by the blefling 
of God, and your zeal and ardour for my honour, 
and the welfare of your country, may be retrieved. 
It is my fixt refolution to apply my utmoft efforts 
for the fecurity of my kingdoms, and for the re- 
covery and protection of the poiTeffions and rights 
of my crown and fubjedts in America, and elfe- 
where; as well by the ftrongefi: exertion of our 

m On the ift of December 1757, 
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naval force, as by all other methods. Another 
great object, which I have at heart is the prefer- 
vation of the Proteftant religion, and the liberties 
of Europe •, and in that view to adhere to, and 
encourage my allies. 

For this caufe, I fhall decline no inconveniences ; 
and, in this caufe, I earneftly defire your hearty 
concurrence, and vigorous affiftance. The late 
fignal fuccefs in Germany has given a happy turn 
to affairs, which it is incumbent upon us to im- 
prove ; and, in this critical conjun&ure, the eyes 
of all Europe are upon you. In particular, I 
muft recommend it to you, that my good brother 
and ally the King of Pruffia, may be fupported in 
fuch a manner, as his magnanimity and active zeal 
for the common caufe deferve. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

It gives me the utmoft concern, that the large 
fupplies, which you have already granted for car- 
rying on the war, have not produced all the good 
effects we had reafon to hope for. But I have fo 
great a reliance on your wifdom, as not to doubt 
of your perfeverance. I only defire fuch fupplies 
as fhall be neceffary for the public fervice ; and, 
to that end, have ordered the proper eftimates to 
be laid before you. You may depend upon it, 
that the bed and molt faithful oeconomy fhall be 
ufed. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

I have had fuch ample experience of the loyalty 
and good affeflions of my faithful fubjefts to- 
wards 
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wauls me, my family, and government, in all 
circumftances, that I am confident they are not to 
be fhaken. But I cannot avoid taking notice of 
that fpirit of diforder, which has fhewn itfelf 
amongfl: the common people, in fome parts of the 
kingdom \ Let me recommend it to you, to do 
your part in difcouraging and fupprefiing fuch 
abufes, and for maintaining the laws, and lawful 
authority. If any thing fhall be found wanting, 
to explain or enforce what may have been mifun- 
derftood or mifreprefented, I am perfuaded it will 
not efcape your attention. 

Nothing can be fo conducive to the defence of 
all that is dear to us, as well as for reducing our 
enemies to reafon, as union and harmony amongfl: 
curfelves. 

It is very evident, in this fpeech, that there 
was no thoughts of a parliamentary enquiry into 
the conduct of the commanders, either in Europe 
or America, as the people expefted, and ar- 
dently defired. That was removed, with a pro- 
mi ife of more a&ivity, both by fea and land, in 
future meafures and operations. Here alfo we 
may difeover a fettled refolution in the cabinet, to 
affift our German allies heartily and vigoroufly. 
Yet the voice of the Sovereign was never received 
with more unanimity by both houfes of parlia- 

n Occafioned by a fcarcity, and the engroffing of bread- 
corn. 
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ment *, nor could any thing exceed the zeal with 
which they promifed ° to afiift his Majefty in what- 
ever 

• The humble addrefs of the Right Honourable the Lords fpiritual 
and temporal in parliament ajfembled . 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefty ’s moft dutiful and loyal fubj efts, the Lords 
fpiritual and temporal in parliament affembled, beg leave to 
return your Majefty our humble thanks for your moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

The concern which you are pleafed to exprefs for the dif- 
appointments that have unhappily attended fome of the mea- 
fures formed by your Majefty this year, for carrying on the 
juft war, in which we are engaged, is a frefh mark of your 
paternal regard for the welfare of your people, and for the 
glory of this kingdom. 

The teftimony which your Majefty has, at the fame time, 
given to the fpirit and bravery of this nation, and the ardent 
zeal, of your parliament, to retrieve thefe misfortunes, is a 
proof of the juftice done by your royal mind to our principles 
and fentiments, and the greateft encouragement to perfevere in 
them. 

AfFeCted therefore, as we are, with thefe events, we are 
not difeouraged ; but we lincerely promife your Majefty our 
hearty concurrence, and moft vigorous affiftance, in accomplifh- 
ing, under the protection of divine providence, your wife and 
gracious intentions for our defence and fafety at home, and 
for recovering and fecuring the rights and pofleffions of your 
crown and fubjeCts in America, and elfewhere ; particularly 
by the utmoft exertion of that effential part of our ftrength, 
your naval force. 

The prefervation of the Proteftant religion, and the liber- 
ties of Europe, are never to be forgotten by us. Of this pure 
religion, and thefe invaluable liberties, Great Britain has, in 
all times, been a principal bulwark ; and cannot fail to conti- 
nue fo, under your Majefty’s aufpicious reign. 

As 
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A. D. ever related to his Britifh dominions and intereft 
17581 by fea and land *, and alfo to fupport the King of 

Pruflia, 

As the late fignal fuccefs in Germany fills us with unfeigned 
joy, fo it animates our hopes to fee this glorious caufe revive : 
and we do with equal thankfulnefs and fatisfadlion, acknow- 
ledge your Majefty's generous declaration, that, for the fake 
of it, you will decline no inconveniencies. 

To defend your Majefty againft all your enemies, to fupport 
your honour and real interefts, and to ftrengthen your hands, 
are our indifpenfable duty. It {hall alfo be our endeavour, to 
improve this fuccefs to the mod ufeful purpofes ; and to exert 
ourfelves in fupporting your good ally the King of Pruflia, 
whofe magnanimity and unexampled firmnefs are fo evident 
to all the world, and of fuch great utility to the common 
caufe. 

We have feen with the utmoft abhorrence, that fpirit of dif. 
order and riot which has (hewn itfelf of late among the com- 
mon people. We are fenfible that it is inconfiftent with all 
government, and neceflary to be reformed and fupprefied. 
Nothing {hall be wanting on our part, for this falutary pur- 
pofe ; and to enforce and add ftrength to the laws and lawful 
authority, on which the liberty and property of the meaneft, 
as well as of the chief of your fubje&s depend. 

Your Majefty ’s kind admonition, of the neceflity of union 
and harmony among ourfelves, is highly worthy of the common 
father of your people : we will always have it before our eyes. 
And we give your Majefty the ftrongeft aflurances, that our 
loyalty and good affedlions to your Majefty, and your royal 
family, of which we have, on all occafions, given real proofs, 
are never to be {haken or diminifhed. The prefervation of 
your facred perfon, the (lability of your government, and the 
continuance of the Proteilant fuccefiion in your illuftrious houfe, 
will ever be mod dear to us, and eflential to the happinefs of 
all your people. 
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Prufiia, and to enable his Majefty vigoroufly and 
effectually to improve the advantages gained by 

the 
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Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeCls, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain in parliament aflembled, return your 
Majefly our humble thanks for your mod gracious fpeech from 
the throne. 

We beg leave to aflure your Majedy, that this houfe fees, 
with the deeped concern, the fuccefs of your Majefty’s arms 
fo unequal to the judice of your caufe, and to the extent and 
vigour of the meafures formed for that purpofe. 

Your faithful commons firmly rely, that, as your Majedy, 
\n your royal judice, has endeavoured to trace the caufes of 
pad difappointments, your Majedy will alfo, in your high 
wifdom, open better hopes of future profperities, by invigo- 
rating our enterprizes, and animating the attempts of the Bri- 
tifli arms : and in this confidence, they will chearfully fupport 
your Majedy in the utmod efforts for the fecurity of your king- 
doms, and for the recovery and protection 'of the pofleflions 
and rights of your crown and fubjefts in America, and elfe- 
where ; as well by the dronged exertion of your Majefty’s 
naval force, as by all other adequate methods. 

Permit us to affure yogi Majedy, that your faithful com- 
mons, excited by zeal for the Protedant caufe, and the liber- 
ties of Europe, do, with mod unfeigned joy, humbly offer 
their congratulations to your Majefty on the late fignal fuccefs 
in Germany ; and that they will vigoroufly and effectually en- 
able your Majefty to improve the happy turn of affairs there, 
and, in particular, to fupport your good ally the King of 
Prufiia, in fuch a manner, as the magnanimity and unex- 
ampled efforts of that great Prince, in defence of the reli- 
gious and civil liberties of Europe deferve and require. 

We fhould be wanting to ourfelves and to thofe we repre- 
fent, not to acknowledge, with all dutiful gratitude, your Ma- 
jelly’s paternal and feafonable care for the interior tranquillity 
Vo l. III. D and 
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the army of obfervation, over the French under 
the Duke de Richelieu 

The lenitives made ufe of in the front of his 
Majeity’s fpeech, were not the only means ufed to 
flop a parliamentary enquiry into the caufes of 
that mifcarriage on the coaft of France j but very 
extraordinary methods had been tried to flop the 
fpirit of addrefling, and inftrudting the members 
on that Angular occafion q ; till the national heat 
of refentment evaporated in a court-martial, that 
did honour to Sir John Mordaunt, and left the 
public as much in the dark, as they were in be- 
fore, relative to their apprehenfions of the fecret 
caufe, and with a bar to all future enquiries into 
that mifcarriage. — It is remarkable, however, 
that the very fame party, which had diftin- 
guifhed themfelves by their acrimony, feverity 
and unrelenting juftice in the profecution of Ad- 


and fafety of your fubje&s, in having been gracioufly pleafed 
to recommend to us to do our part for maintaining the laws 
and lawful authority againft that fpirit of cfiforder, which has 
Ihevvn itfelf amonglt the lower people, in fome parts of the 
kingdom ; and we will not fail, in due time, to take into our 
mod ferious confederation the propereft ‘methods' for dif- 
couraging and lupprelfmg fuch abufes, and for preventing the 
caufes of the like mifchiefs hereafter. 

p The French were fo diftreffed about this time for money, 
that they offered eleven and a half per cent, intereft for mo- 
ney, by way of loan in England. The Lords of the treafury 
offered two hundred pounds reward for the difcovery of any 
perfon concerned therein ; it being high treafon to affift his 
Majefty’s enemies with money, in time of declared war. 
q See page 357, 358, Vol. II. 
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all in his power, on 
the 20th of May, in the opinion of his judges-, 
were on this occafion, extremely careful how they 
infinuated any thing to the difadvantage of the 
commander in chief-, were very tender in the pro- 
fecution, and admitted his defence in the moft fa- 
vourable light. 

What his Majefty promifed, in regard to the Aftivityof 
fecurity of his kingdoms, the recovery and pro- ^ minif " 
tedtion of his American pofieffions and rights, and 
the exertion of his naval force ; the execution of 
thefe promifes was not delayed a moment. — The 
minifter was no fooner in pofleffion of the fenti- 
ments and refolutions of both houl'es of parlia- 
ment -, that approved and promifed to enable his 
Majefty to carry on the war, in the manner pro- 
poled in his fpeech, but he fet about the work 
with diligence and vigour -, and with this moft 
neceflary precaution to attend tofuch meafures firft, 
whofe fuccefs would naturally facilitate the ulterior 
operations. 

Domeftic fecurity was naturally the firft care of For <{ 0 - 
the miniftry. For which, laft year, the legislature ^ e r f t 'y/ c " 
had provided a regular and well-difciplined militia. 

An act carried under Mr. Pitt’s firft adminiftra- 
tion with fome difficulty, and but badly reliffied 
by fome of the courtiers. It was therefore, no 
wonder that fuch a falutary and conftitutional mea- 
fure to enforce this adt, was not carried into exe- 
cution, fo as to embody that militia, during the 
interim of the minifter’s difmiffion. However, 

Mr. Pitt was far from placing the fecurity of 

D ? thefe 
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thefe kingdoms in tbofe means, which will ever 
difgrace his predeceflors for their inactivity and 
timidity. He was refolved that neither fleet nor 
army fhould eat the bread of the nation in idle- 
nefs. And he had the wifdom to plan his opera- 
tions againft the enemy, fo as to make them fub- 
fervient to the great end of felf-prefervation to his 
country. He confidered the ftrength and defence 
of thefe kingdoms, to confift in, and to depend 
on, the naval power duly exerted : and he put 
the whole r into employ. 

He fixed his thoughts upon the conqueft of 
Louifbourg and Cape Breton, without which it 
would be impoflible to fecure the Britifli Empire 
in that quarter of the world. But he could not 
be unmindful of the difappointments, that expedi- 
tion had met with laft year; whether by betraying 
the fecrets of the cabinet, or by the mifconduCl of 
thofe employed in the execution of the plan, he 
had leafonably and judicioufly formed for that pur- 
pofe. 

The early notice received by the enemy of the 
intention of the Britifh arms againft Louifbourg, 
had given the French an opportunity to fend a 
force fuperior to that intended by us againft that 
fortrefs: the detention of the fleet under Admiral 


r The lift of the Englifti navy at this time flood as follows: 
156 line of battle, 118 frigates, from 40 down to 12 guns: 
46 bombs, yachts, hulks. See. in all 320 fhips of war. Be- 
fides four fhips of 74 guns, two of 70, four of 64, fix of 
36, and ten of 28 guns, upon theftocks, and in great forward- 
n-fs. The laft 16 built of fir, and to carry \~2 pounders. 

Holbourne, 
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Holbourne, which enabled the French fquadrons A - D. 
to get to their ftation in that harbour, before his 1/ ^‘ 
arrival in thofe Teas •, and the inactivity of the 
army ordered againft it, as well as of the fleet, 
after its arrival at Hallifax, fuggefted the means 
to prevent a mifcarriage, for the future, from the 
like caufes. 

The plan againft Louifbourg was revived and 
carried in council, and all the contingent opera- 
tions were fettled for North America. The fleet Forces for 


and land forces againft that important, and chief dkion^a 

fortrefs of the French in North America, were f ° r N ° rth 

America. 

adequate to the fervice. 8^00 men were deftined 
to drive the French from the Ohio: and 1 6,000 
men were order’d to reduce Crown Point, and to 
open a way to the frontiers of Canada. The chief 
command on the continent of North America, 
was taken from Lord Loudon, who was fuper- 
ceded by Major General Abercrombie : and the 
forces both by fea and land, to be fent againft 
Louifbourg, were placed under the foie command 
of Admiral Bofcawen. But the greateft difficulty 
was to guard againft the counter-armaments of the 
French ; vvhofe powerful fleet, at the time they 
were obliged, laft winter, to leave Louifbourg by 
the inclemency of the climate, had arrived in the 
ports of Old France in a moft fickly feeble con- 
dition. 

Mr. Pitt neither trufted to fidelity, norfecre- How 
cy, nor yet to his own vigour and expedition : 
though the whole month of December was em- treachery, 
ployed for this purpofe, in the greateft naval pre- 

D 1 parations, 
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A- D. parations, that had ever been known at this feafon 
17:>6 ’ of the year: fo that the expedition fleet againfl 
Louifbourg failed from England on the 19th day 
of February. For, though the French, at this 
juncture, had no naval ftrength nor land force in 
America, equal to that fhipped with Admiral 
Bofcawen, nor any commander of equal capacity 
and reputation, he judged it neceflary to provide 
ways and means to prevent their fending a fupe- 
rior s force after him, to retard, obRrud, or per- 
haps, to defeat his inflrudions and orders. There- 
fore, at the fame time as the grand expedition was 
fitting out for North America, Mr. Pitt fixed 
his eye upon the fea ports of France, and Rationed 
two fquadrons, in fuch a judicious manner, as not 
By block- only to block up the ports of Toulon and Roche- 

Frcnch the *° rr » wliere > h e certain intelligence, the French 
navy. were equipping two fleets for the relief of Louif- 
bourg i but to deter the Spaniards from fending 
any afiiftance by their navy 1 to the French. The 
Ration for interrupting or preventing the Toulon 
fleet proceeding to North America, was at the 
Streights mouth: and Admiral Oflx>rn had orders 

s Their navy at this juncture confided of, 

' 77 line of battle fliips, 

39 frigates, from 36 to 12 guns each. 

1 16 

t The Spanifh navy confided of, 52 line of battle fhips, 
26 frigates, from 30 to 16 guns ; four packet boats of 16 guns, 

13 xebeques of 24. guns, four bombs of 12 guns, and four 
fire fliips. But thefe fliips wanted 30,999 feamen to put them 
to fea : which could not then be found in Spain. 


to 
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to cruize for that purpofe, between Cape de Gatt D. 
and the Spanifh port of Carthagena. 

The French fquadron at Toulon was equipped Di%- 
with great expedition, and failed under the com- of'die 1 " 1 
mand of M. de la Clue. But finding the Straits Toulon 
fo well guarded with Englifh men of war, and 
himfelf too weak to force the paffage, he put into 
Carthagena, with his fquadron, either to catch an 
opportunity to flip by the Englifh fleet •, or to be 
reinforced from Toulon. Accordingly a fecond 
fquadron, of five fhips of the line u was equipped 
in that port, to ftrengthen de la Clue’s, blocked 
up in the harbour of Carthagena. Two of them 
had flipt into Carthagena. La Clue only waited 
for the other three. Of which the French Ad- 
miral made himfelf fo fure, that he ventured into 
the offing and cruifed for a few days off the mouth 
of that harbour, that he might be ready to pro- 
ceed without lofs of time. Admiral Ofborne kept 
his ftation, and placed a frigate, called the Gi- 
braltar, to watch the enemy’s motions. At laft 
the other three French men of war took their de- 
parture from Toulon, under the command of M. 
du Quefne, an able officer, and the fame, that 
had done us fo much mifchief in North America. 

His inftrutftions were, to join la Clue, to efcort 
him through the Gutt, then to proceed with thefe 
three fhips to Breft, while la Clue made the beft 
of his way to Louifbourg. Du Quefne was alfo 
appointed to fail with the Breft fleet to North 

u The Foudroyant, 80 guns, the Orphee, 64 guns, the Ori- 
flame of 50 guns, and the Pleiade of 24 guns. 

D 4 America, 
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America, and to have the chief command both 

by fea and land. 

The Gibraltar frigate obeyed her orders fo 
pun&ually, that fhe fell in with du Quefne’s three 
fhips, and led them fuch a wildgoofe chace, that 
after forty hours purfuit the Frenchmen, at two 
o’clock on the 27th day of February, in the morn- 
ing, found themfelves in the midft of the Englifh 
fleet, without being able to come up with her* 
M. du Quefne, who commanded the Foudroyant, 
foon perceived his condition, but was afraid to 
make any fignal, left that fhould difcover him : and 
at day break Mr. Ofborne perceived fome ftran- 
gers, and made them the fignal, which as he 
found they did not anfwer, but edged off, he fired 
a few guns at the Foudroyant : but he was rather 
too far to do any great mifchief. On this fhe 
made a fignal, and the other fhips made fail and 
flood different ways. Mr. Ofborne then made the 
Monmouth’s, Swiftfure’s, and Hampton-Court’s 
fignals to chafe the Foudroyant ; the Revenge and 
Berwick to chafe L’Orpheus 5 and Monarque and 
Montague to chafe the other; thefe laft drove her 
aihore, but fomehow or other fhe got under a bit 
of a caftle. They quitted her on being fired at 
from thence. The Monmouth, being the beft 
going (hip of the fleet, flood for the Foudroyant, 
and paffed clofe by L’Orpheus, which fhe did not 
fire at : but left her to the Revenge, whom fhe faw 
gaining on her. A little after five the Monmouth 
and her ch^ce, having feen the fleet all out of fight, 
except the Swiftfure, who was fo very far aftern,thac 

they 
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they could but juft difcern her, were fo near to- A. D. 
gether that the Monmouth began to fire : at feven * 7s8 ' 
they were clofe together, and then the fire grew ter- 
rible. Captain Gardiner faid to the officer of a de- 
tachment brought from Gibraltar, “ Whatever 
becomes of you and I, this fhip will go into Gi- 
braltar.” He lay on her quarter within piftol 
fhot, and continued the engagement all the time, - 
as clofe. A little after nine poor Captain Gardiner 
fell by a mufket ball in the head, but lived infen- 
fible till next day. A little after one the Foudroyant 
ftruck to the Monmouth ; but perceiving another 
lhip coming up, file made a feint weak fire to fave 
her credit. Between nine and ten {he fhot away 
the Monmouth’s mizen maft, and then gave her 
three hearty cheers ; in ten minutes after down 
came hers, and the Monmouth returned her cheers 
as hearty. Soon after down came the main -maft, 
and then the Monmouth kept fo hot a fire with 
fmall arms into her, and fo defperate a fire with 
great guns, that the Foudroyant fickened, and 
the fellows could hardly be kept on the deck. 

At firft the enemy’s fire was much the quickeft, 
but in an hour it flackened, and ftill got weaker 
and weaker for the whole aftion, without any 
abatement in ours, but rather the contrary. To 
fee them together, nobody could believe it were 
pofiible, that the fmall one could ftand an hour 
againft fo great and fine fiiip. Our weight of 
metal was 24 and 12 pounders, her’s from 22 to 
42 •, there was as much difference in the look and 
fize of the two, a? between a frigate and a fhip of 

the 
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D. the line. The one had 1000 men and 84 " ns, 
:8, the other 470 and 64 guns. The 

privateer taken bv the Monmouth had ooafted 
greatly of this fhip, and infift'd fhe vas not to be 
taken : fhc would fight, he faid to-day, and to- 
morrow, and next-day, but never could be taxen. 
This is as gallant an action as ever was performed 
by a fingle fhip. It is greatly to be lamented, 
that poor Gardiner did not live to reap the glory 
of fo great an action. He told his people before 
the engagement, “ This fhip, lays he, mult be 
taken w j fhe looks to be above our match ; but 

Englifhmen 

w Extra SI of a letter from an ojfcer on board the Volunteer priva- 
teer , in Gibraltar bay % March 28. 

We arrived here on Sunday. The morning we came in, 
we had the pleafure to fee two of our men of war of 60 guns 
each (the Monmouth and Revenge) bring in two Frenca men 
of war, one of 8o, the other of 64 guns, the Foudroyant and 
Ojrphee. 

This, the Foudroyant, is the very fhip the French Admiral 
Galiflioniere was in when he met Byng off Minorca. Captain 
Gardiner, two days before he left this port (in company with 

Lord R B and the merchant our agent, with whom 

I dined yefterday) with great anguith of foul told them, that 

my Lord A had refle&ed on him, and told him that he 

was one of the men who had brought difgrace upon the nation, 
that it touched him exceffively, but that it ran ftrongly in his 
mind, that he lhould have an opportunity fhortly to convince 
his lordfhip, how much he had the honour of the nation at 
heart, and that he was not culpable. Before he expired, he 
fent for his firft lieutenant, and told him, the laft favour he 
could afk of him was never to give up the fhip. The lieute- 
nant told him he never would, and inftantly went and nailed 
the flag to the ftaff, and flood at it with a brace of piflols, de- 
claring 
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Engliihmen are not to mind that, nor will I quit D. 
her while this (hip can fwim, or I have a foul left ‘ 5 
alive.” The honeft tars cheered him, and'-faid 
they depended on him for vi&ory, and he might 
depend on them. 

L’Orpheus flood for Carthagena, and the Re- 
venge to prevent her getting in, was obliged to 
engage her at a great difadvantage ; fhe was fo 
nigh the harbour, that the French Ihips were all 
manned on the yards and maft-heads, looking at 
the a&ion, but dar’d not venture out to her aflKl- 
ance ; but let us block them up, and take a fhip 
in fight of their fleet, equal to the party that 
blocked them up. 

In thirty-fix minutes after the firft fire fhe 
ftruck; but had killed near 120 of our people; 
among which is the captain of marines, and 
matter, and a lieutenant. Captain Storr was 
wounded in the leg with a mufket ball. The 
Berwick, indeed, got up time enough to have 
fomething in the vidlory ; but had fhe not done 
fo, the Orpheus acknowledged, it would have 
been the fame thing. The Revenge and Orpheus 
were not much hurt, that is, the fhips themfelves; 
but the other two were greatly damaged, efpecially 
the Foudroyant, her fore- mail, though not car- 

claring he would put any man to death who attempted to come 
near the colours to ftrike them, until he was dead : in Ihort, 
it is the braved aftion, by all accounts, that has been known 
in the memory of man. I was on board the Foudroyant the 
day fhe came in : all that I will fay of her is. That fhe will be 
the pride of England, and the fhame of France. 

3 
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A. D. ried, was fhot almoft to pieces, and her hull was 
,7 * 8 ' like a fieve on the' fide the Monmouth engaged 
her. 

Thus was this fcheme of relieving Louifbourg 
fruftrated. For M. de la Clue not being in a 
condition to force a palfage, nor to efcape the 
vigilant commander of the Englifh fquadron, he 
* took the refolution and the firffc opportunity, to 
fail back to loulon. Where his fhips were laid 
up. 

And of the It was then tried what could be done at Roche- 
fquadion. fort. Six (hips of the line and two frigates, with 
40 tranfports carrying 3000 troops, had orders to 
fail from thence with all expedition to North Ame- 
rica. Befides 15 more tranfports which took in 
men, provifions and ftores, &c. at Bourdeaux, 
and to be convoyed by certain men of war from 
the ifle of Aix. Sir Edward Hawke, who was 
charged with this fcrvice, made Bafque road on 
the third day of April, with feven fhips of the 
line and three frigates ; and at day break difco- 
vered a numerous convoy a few leagues to wind- 
intercept- ward. He immediately threw out the fignal to 
Edward* r chafe. Which was obeyed with great cheerful- 
Hawke. ne f s by the whole fleet. But the wind baffling, 
the convoy with three frigates that efcorted them 
got into St. Martins, on the Ifle of Rhee, except 
one brig, which was run afhore and burnt by the 
Hufifar. 

About lour in the afternoon, the fame day, the 
enemy’s grand convoy x from Rochefort, efcorted 

x Of 40 tranfports, with 3000 men on board. 
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by the Floriflant of 74 guns, the Sphynx 64, the 
Hardi 64, the Dragon 64, the Warwick 60, and 
feven frigates, were plainly difcovered laying off 
the I fle of Aixi waiting for the other convoy, 
which had fled into St. Martin’s, and had been 
ordered to join thefe off the Ifle of Aix Y . But 
when they found their miftake, and that it was 
an Englifh fquadron running down upon them, 
then with all the fail they could make, the enemy 
began to cut and flip their cabels, and to run in 
great confufion. This was about five o’clock, 
and at fix their commodore made off: and many 
of thofe fhips which fled, were by this time on 
the mud. 

The darknefs of the night put an end to the 
chafe : and next morning it was a droll fight to 
fee all the enemy’s fhips aground, and almoftdry, 
about five miles diftant from the Englifh fleet. 
Befides, many of them, both King’s fhips and 
tranfports were on their broad fides. Admiral 
Hawke felefled the befl: pilots for that coaft, and 
fent them on board the Intrepid and Medway, with 
orders to anchor as near as poffible to the enemy’s 
fhips. When thefe two fhips had got a gun-fhot 
further in they anchored, and founding a little 

y The EfTex of 64 gens, with the Pluto and Proferpine fire 
fhips, ordered to join Admiral Hawke in the Bay, fell in alfo 
with 12 fail of tranfports, efcorted by the Galathee, a 22 gun 
frigate, from Bourdeaux for Quebec. They took the frigate, 
a letter of marque of 20 guns, and one tranfport. Two more 
of which were picked up by the Antelope and the Speedwell 
(loop. Captain Hume of the Pluto loft his life, as he engaged 
the letter of marque. 
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a-head at high-water they found but five fathom, 
of which the tide rifes feet : and every expe- 
dient that could be invented on fhore and on board 
of the enemy, to lighten and to drag the fhips 
through the foft mud being tried, fome of the 
men of war, that day, by throwing out their bal- 
lad, guns and ftores, and with the help of boats 
and launches, that brought them warps from 
Rocheforr, &c. got as far as the mouth of the 
Charante, and rendered all the endeavours of our 
Admiral to follow them ineffectual. But our fri- 
gates boats cut away about 80 buoys laid on their 
anchors, and on what they had thrown over-board : 
therefore, after deftroying the new works carrying 
on at the Ifle Madame, which was done next 
morning by 140 marines, landed under the com- 
mand of Captain Ewer, the Admiral returned 
from Bafoue road. 

This disappointment of the enemy’s defign gave 
the finifhing ftroke, and totally defeated their 
equipments, for the relief of Louifbourg, and 
for the reinforcement of their army upon the con- 
tinent of North America. The lofs of the guns, 
ftores, &c. and the damage done to their fhips, 
could not be repaired and recovered with any pro- 
fpedt of arriving at their defired ports, in the new 
world, before it would be too late to do any fer- 
vice. — Which is evident from their not venturing 
out to fea again. 

On the other part, our vigilant and wife mini- 
fter, having prevented all oppofition from Old 
France to the operations planned againft her do- 
minions 


man 
war. 
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minions and proceedings in North America ; and A - £>• 
(till poflfefled of the chief ftrength of the nation ' 3 
by fea and land *, he turned our whole force to 
fuch objefts as, at once, might fecure the Britifh 
Ifles from invafion, and make a diverfion in favour 
of our German allies. 

There were, at this time, fome perfons of great Argu- 

1 • n * 1 r \ • mentsfora 

weight in the adminiitration, who were for making Gem 
a pufn in Europe againft France, on the fide of 
Germany ; and urged ftrenuoufly for a reinforce- 
ment of Prince Ferdinand’s army, fufficient to 
enable him to purfue the French, and to take fome 
confiderable advantage of their diftrefled condition : 
becaufe, it was their argument. Prince Ferdinand 
would thereby be in a capacity to bring matters to 
a conclufion; as that would enable him to carry 
the war into France itfelf ; efpecially, if the efforts 
by land were well feconded with a diverfion on the 
coaft of France, by our navy. But Mr. Pitt 
was fo attached to Britifh meafures, that he could 
not be brought, as yet, to acquiefce in this dupli- 
cate plan of engaging the French miniftry, and 
to diftradt their counfels. Flis plan was to keep 
our regular forces in a condition to fupply the de- 
mands of our colonies and fettlements in the pro- 
fecution of the war, and to protect thefe kingdoms 
from all infults : and fo to employ our navy, as 
to protedt our coafts, to ruin the navigation and 
commerce of the enemy, and to weaken the 
ftrength of France in Germany. 

Another fquadron, confiding of the Naffau of 
64 guns, the Harwich of 50 guns, and the Rye 

of 
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AD of 24 guns, attended by the Swan floop and two 
bufles, were difpatched to the coaft of Africa, 
under the command of Captain Marlh, having on 
board 200 marines, under Major Mafon, and a 
detachment of matrofies, under Captain Walker. 
By this armament the minifter had two things in 
view ; to defend that lucrative trade from the 
encroachments and depredations of the enemy ; 
who had, in the preceeding years, fhewn a very 
ftrong propenfity to wreft the African coaft out of 
Expedition our hands ; and to try, if a fcheme laid before 
Senegal h im ^ certain merchants of London, to furprize 
and to drive the French from their fettlements on 
the river Senegal, and from the ifland of Goree, 
by which they monopolized z the gum trade, fo 
necefiary and advantageous in our manufactories, 
was practicable. 

Sails. This little fquadron failed from Plymouth with- 

out noife, and without fuipicion, on the 9th of 
Arrives. March ; and arrived, without any accident or al- 
teration in its ftrength or condition, off the mouth 
of the river of Senegal on the 24th of April : but 
it was the 29th before they could get over the 
bar ; and then not without the lofs of the two 
fmall veflels, for want of water, which lofs of the 
fmall craft obliged the commander to land fome of 
the men on the eaft fide of the river, in the Domel 
country. The enemy with feven veflels, three 

z Before this time the French admitted no nation to trade 
on this river. They put what price they pleafed on gura j 
lold it all to the Dutch ; and the Englifh were obliged to buy 
it of thofe brokers, at what price they were content to felL ir. 

of 
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of which were armed with 10 guns each, made a A. D. 

rQ 

(hew of attacking our fmall craft, and kept a kind ' * 
of running fire ; but were foon repulfed and ob- 
liged to retire. Seven hundred marines and Tea- 
men being landed, and the artillery got a-fhore ; * 

the men laid on their arms all night, and were 
prepared to attack Fort Lewis, the ftrongeft poll 
on that river, lituate on an ifland about 1 2 miles 
within the bar; when a flag of truce was hung 
out, and deputies arrived in our camp from the 
fuperior council of Senegal, with articles upon 
which they offered to capitulate. 

The capitulation was agreed to without much Fort capi- 
variation. By which the Englifh were put in pof- tulates * 
feflion of all the forts, ftorehoufes, veflels, arms, 
proviflon, and every thing belonging to the com- 
pany, upon the river Senegal. All the white peo- 
ple belonging to the Senegal company were allow- 
ed to carry away their private effects, and to be 
Tent in fix weeks time fo Old France. But the 
merchandize and uncoined treafure were excepted. 

And the free Mulattoes or Negroes were to enjoy 
their religion, liberty and effeds, and to continue 
on the fpot or remove with their effeds, according 
to their own good liking. 

Agreeable to this capitulation, the French fol- 
diers bid down their arms on the 1 fb of May, 
and our men entered and took polfeflion of the 
fort, and of all the veflels in the river ; got the 
keys of the (lores, papers, &c. and proceeded to 
receive the fubmiflion of all the fetdements up the 

Vol. III. E river. 
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river, which in general accepted the terms of ca- 
pitulation. 

The importance of this conqueft is collected 
from its produce ; its benefit to England and its 
lofs to the enemy. At this time the Senegal fac- 
tory, as called by the French, fupplied the com- 
pany in Old France with about 500 (laves, 4000 
hides, 1200 quintals of gum, and 20 quintals of 
Elephants teeth. To this factory were belong- 
ing five more : viz. Galem, which fupplied about 
600 (laves, 20 quintals of teeth, and fifty marks 
of gold : Goree, 400 (laves and 2400 hides : 
Joal 100 (laves, 40 hides and 10 quintals of teeth : 
Gambia 400 (laves, 200 quintals of wax and 200 
quintals of teeth: Biffeaux 250 (laves, 250 quin- 
tals of wax, and 250 quintals of teeth. 

The benefit arifing from this conqueft to England 
is manifold. It puts us in poffeffion of the gum 
trade, and makes us the merchants of that drug, 
at our own price, to all Europe ; which we were 
obliged to purchafe with ready money, and a great 
balance againft us from France and Holland. It 
alfo opens new branches of commerce, and eftab- 
lifhes the intereft and reputation of this kingdom 
all along the African coaft, which was declining 
before, and muft, in a fhort time, have yielded to 
the intrigue and power of France. 

The lofs to France was very great. It deprived 
her of the means of fupplying her colonies with 
(laves. It cut off a confiderable branch of thofe 
refources, lhe ftood in need of, to fupport tho 
war. It deprived her of a lucrative traffic in her 

own 
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own manufactures ; and obliged her to feek with A. D. 
ready money the merchandize, that had been the I758 ‘ 
produce of her own fettlements. Which muft 
both raife the price of French manufa&ures, and 
turn the balance of trade againft them, in thofe 
goods which can’t be made and finilhed without 
ivory and gum fenega \ 

While 

a The French African trade, under the title of the Senegal 
company, was incorporated with the Eaft India company in 
1718. The dire&or general for this united company refided 
on the ifland Senegal about 12 miles up the river, which is 
little better than a bank of white fand, about three Englifh miles 
long, and not more than 400 yards broad. The gums are 
gathered twice a year, in December and March. They begin 
to trade in February, before the firft gathering, and continue 
till May ; their fecond trade begins in April, and holds till 
June. The Moors that fell the gum, are called Auladeihagi, 
in the Arabick tongue, and Darmemos, in the negroes ; their 
chiefs are called Chems, who lay a duty of an eighth, upon 
all the gums the French buy. They trade at thefe places, for 
1 200 quintals of gum, weighing 450 lb. each. The other 
goods fold at thefe two principal ports, are about 300 oxen, 
and 400 fheep, fome ambergreafe and oflrich feathers ; 50 
packs of feathers are worth a quintal of gum. At the neigh- 
bouring places of Senegal, they purchafe a quantity of millett, 
with which they feed the negroes, as well thofe in the com- 
pany's fervice, as thofe they tranfport ; and even fometimes 
the French were glad of it themfelves. When the waters are 
out, they trade to the adjacent lakes, at fome of which they 
get ebony, at others ivory, peas, hides, and fometimes amber- 
greafe. There are fixed times and f.afons for buying fait, Tor 
fervice of the company of Senegal, as well as the curing the 
hides, and ftated times for buying provifions. But the laft ob- 
fervation, is the time and feafon for going over the bar of the 
river, which is between April and July ; after which, the bad 

feafon begins, and the waters are out. 
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While thefe expeditions againfl: North America 
and the coaft of Africa were fitting out, and every 
circumfpe<ftion taken to fecure fuccefs, our allies 
had no room to complain of 'neglect of their in- 
tereft and defence. As foon as the parliament 
met purfuant to their adjournment after Chrift- 
mas, Mr Pitt prefented the following mefiage 
to the houfe of commons. 

GEORGE R. 

“ TT I S Majefty having ordered the army, 

A formed laft year in his electoral domi- 
nions, to be put again into motion from the 28th 
of November laft, and to adt with the utmoft 

The old company of Senegal had a fort at Galam, built in 
1700, but was carried away by the rapidity of the river. The 
new company afterwards built another, a league lower, where 
they now traded. 

They traded chiefly at Galam, in negroes, gold and ivory. 

Theifland of Goree is in the center of the company's fettle- 
ments, and it is there the flaves are kept, till they have a fuf- 
ficient number, or till they have fhips ready to tranfport them 
to their ifles. 

'The river Senegal empties itfelf into the Atlantic ocean in 
lat. 16 deg. north. The entrance of it is guarded by feveral 
forts, the principal of which is Fort Lewis, built on an illand 
of the fame name. The Englilh had formerly fettlements 
here, out of which thej- were driven by the French, who had 
engroffed the whole trade from Cape Blanco to the river Gam- 
bia. which is near 5 co miles. The Dutch were the firil who 
fettled at Senegal, and built two forts. The French made 
themfelves mailers of them in 1678. In 1692 the Englilh 
feized them ; but next year the French retook them, and had 
kept them ever fince. 
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vigour againft the common enemy, in concert A. D. 
with his good brother and ally the King of Pruf- 
fia ; and the exhaufted and ruined Hate of that 
Electorate, and of its revenues, having rendered 
it impoflible for the fame to maintain and keep to- 
gether that army, until the further necefiary charge 
thereof, as well as the more particular meafures 
now concerting for the effectual fupport of the 
King of Prufiia, can be laid before this houfe ; 
his Majefty, relying on the conftant zeal of his 
faithful Commons, for the fupport of the Pro- 
teftant religion, and of the liberties of Europe, 
againft the dangerous defigns of France and her 
confederates, finds himfelf, in the mean time, 
under the abfolute neceftity of recommending to 
this houfe the fpeedy confideration of fuch a pre- 
fent fupply, as may enable his Majefty, in this 
critical exigency, to fubfift and keep together the 
faid army.” 

In confequence of this meffage ioo,oool. was How re- 
unanimoufiy granted, to be taken immediately the ptrha- 
out of the fupplies of laft year unapplied, and to ment - 
be remitted with all poflible dilpatch. 

However unanimous the fenate was in the relo- By the na- 
lution for this grant ; it was faid, and juftly faid, tlon ' 
without doors, that this was engaging the nation 
in a German war ; yet there was not that univer- 
fol diflike ; nay there did rather a general incli- 
nation appear in all ranks of people to fupport 
a meafure, which at any other time, and under 

E 3 another 
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A. D. another adminiftration would have difgufted the 

1 ' 7 ^ whole nation. 

But at this time every one faw, that there was 
no jobb intended by a German connection. The 
caufe was real : the neceffity abfolute. The greateft 
powers in Europe were leagued with our natural 
enemy, to pull down and ruin our allies and our 
intereft on the continent. England muft fupport 
Pruffia, and defend Hanover, or both muft fall : 
and lhould they fall under the dominion or influ- 
ence of France, her power would grow more ter- 
Reafons rible and dangerous to Great Britain. So that 
PiTT’sac- w ^ en Mr. P ITT Eaw that thefe would certainly be 
quidcence the fatal effeCts, except England fhould interpofe 
meafmes. on the behalf of Pruffia and Hanover, he was 
driven to this alternative, either to quit the helm 
of the adminiftration, which would have been a 
defertion of his country, when flie ftood mod in 
need of his wifdom, vigour and integrity, and 
rnuft have been ruined by falling back into the 
mealures of former adminiftrations ; or he muft fo 
far acquiefce with fuch of his Majefty’s fervants, 
as were attached to Germanic meafures, as to 
make them fu'ofervient to the intereft of Great 
Britain, in the courfe of her war with France in 
America. 

Here was a ftrong conflict between the duty, 
which he owed to his Sovereign, enforced by the 
apparent ruin of his country’s intereft on the con- 
tinent of Europe, and the principles which he had 
plighted to the people. Mr. Pitt had long op- 
poled German meafures. He had oppofed till he 

faw 
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faw oppofition was vain ; and that it was impof- 
fible for him to ferve his country in other parts of 
the world, and to purfue the intereft of England with 
advantage, unlefs he would facrifice fome points 
and fome opinions to Germany. He further faw, 
that unanimity could never be eftablifhed in the 
King’s council, while he adhered to Britifh mea- 
- fures only. He was convinced, that Britain 
mud be inevitably connedted with Germany, as 
long as the fame perfon is King of England and 
Elector of Hanover. 

When we excluded the family of Stuarts from 
the throne, we caft our eyes round Europe for a 
Sovereign : but there was no Prince of the Pro- 
teftant religion, who had no foreign dominions : 
What then muft we have done ? — have fubmitted 
to abfolute government, been torn to pieces by a 
civil war, or chofe a King, who had political in- 
terefts ? It was thought beft to chufe the latter, 
however diftindt thole interefts might be from the 
good of this nation. If this misfortune was in- 
evitable in its caufe, it was impofiible to prevent 
its being the fame in its effedt. Therefore, the 
evil of keeping confiderable armies in Germany 
is (in fome meafure) engrafted in the eftablifh- 
ment. Without doubt, it is the wifli of all true 
Englilhmen, that the crown had no territory out 
of this ifland, that our ftrength might be kept 
within it. But fecondary caufes have difpofed of 
things otherwife ; and how fhall we alter them ? 
Nothing but an alienation of Hanover. For fo 
long as the fame perfon is King of Great Britain 
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and Elector of Hanover, the evil will not be re- 
moved. 

This channel being unavoidable, the only thing 
that a patriot minifter could do was, what he en- 
gaged, to make it ferviceable to Britain. A fhort 
confederation pointed out the method. It was not 
to be effected by the puny effort of a parliamen- 
tary grant of 1 00,000 1 . His maxim was, either 
do nothing, or to do it heartily and effectually. — 
The attention and troops of France was to be 
drawn as much as poffible that way, to make her 
employ more troops in Germany, than was con- 
fident with her intereft in America, and the fup- 
port of her marine, in order to furnifh fairer op- 
portunities for attacking her fettlements abroad, 
and thereby cut off the refources of her riches and 
power both by fea and land. 

The difficulty laid in filling up this outline, 
many fteps were required before this great end 
could be accomplifhed. Since it was impoffible 
to feperate Britain from the continent •, thofe en- 
gagements entered into b by the former admini- 
ftration, were to be cemented in a flronger manner. 
The confederacy againft the King of Pruffia being 
too powerful for him, he, in all probability, if not 
fnpported by England, would be crufhed, as un- 
derftood in his Majefty’s meffage to the houfe ; 
and if he fell, Hanover would inftantly fall like- 
wife. — The latter was the tender point, and at a 
peace it muft be regained, even at the expence of 
Britifh conquefls. 

b See page 255, 756. Vol. I. 
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According to this fyftem, which, every one knows, A - D - 
was the fyftem of this time, we are treating of, it J 
was the intereft of Britain to fupport the exiftence of 
Pruflia, and to reinforce the allied army with Bri- 
tifti troops : therefore, in order to ruin the Gallic 
fcheme, which was, to make a conqueft of Hano- 
ver, and with that conqueft to purchafe whatever 
the fuperiority of the Britifh navy might require, 

“ the fupport of Pruffia, and the defence of Ha- 
“ nover, became objects of the fecond import- 
ance.” 

The people of England were unanimous in their Unani- 
defires of fupporting the King of Pruflia: the fupp*rt” f 
eclat of his vi&ories had gained their efteem. p,u ^* 
They demonftrated their regard for him on his 
birth-day with a folemnity and rejoicings equal to 
thofe of the moft beloved Sovereign. It was the 
time, when this vein of zeal was iwelled with the 
warmed blood, that Mr. Pitt adopted German 
meafures, conformable to the fenfe of the nation. 

He faw it was the prefent junfture, that would fa- 
vour a treaty with Pruflia : and he was convinced 
that fuch a treaty was the only method to diftrefs 
the French in Germany. This is not alledged to 
vindicate that treaty, which afterwards we fhall 
fee made with Pruflia ; becaufe we have, juft be- 
fore, explained the political motives, which in- 
duced him to fign it, and the views, which he 
had of drawing an advantage from it ; but to 
fhew what a happy concurrence of events there 
was to warp the people to German meafures, and 
to continue the moft favourable opinion of the 

minifter. 
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A. D. minifter, in whofe known honefty, vigilance and 
I7s8, well-meaning they ftill repofed unlimitted con- 
fidence. 

Counte- This grant and countenance of the Houfe of 
by Commons, may therefore be faid to bring on 
went. thofe clofe connections with which Great Britain 
and Pruflia foon after were joined by treaty, and 
the meafures taken by the Britifh ministry, in 
confequence thereof. — This treaty which was 
figned at London on the nth cf April 1758, fets 
forth in the preamble, the intention of that for- 
mer treaty between their Majefties, figned on the 
1 6 th of January 1756^0 preferve the general peace 
of Europe, and of Germany in particular, the 
hoftilities committed in the Empire and againft 
their Majefties and their allies, by the French, and 
their incitement of other powers, to aCt in like 
manner : the burthenfome expence that war had 
brought upon his Pruftian Majefty, and the di- 
minution of his revenues, in Rich of his domi- 
nions as were become the feat of war : the mu- 
tual refolution of their Majefties, to continue their 
efforts for reciprocal defence and fecurity, for re- 
covery of their poftTefTions, for the protection of 
their allies, and the prefervation of the liberties 
f of the Germanic body, &c. And then ftipulates 
iia. * (1.) That his Britannic Majefty fhall pay the fum 

of 4,000,000 German crowns, which is 670,000 k 
of Englifh money to the King of Pruflia’s agent 
in London, immediately after the ratifications fhall 
* beexchanged •, (2.) That his Pruftian Majefty fhall 
employ this fum in augmenting and keeping up 

his 
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his forces, which Ihall adt as may be moft for 
the intereft of the common caufe; and (3.) That 
neither of the contradling powers fhall conclude 
any peace, make any truce, or enter into any 
treaty of neutrality, of what kind foever, without 
the participation of the other \ 

By the parties that figned this treaty, it fhould 
appear to be carried in the privy council with una- 
nimity. The houfe of parliament approved of 
this convention, when it was laid before them ; 
on the 20th of the fame month, they granted the 
money thereby engaged for the fupport of the 
King of Prufiia ; and the people, in general, were 
fatisfied with its contents ; except a few, who 
branded this gratuity with the appellation of a 
tribute , “ in the payment of which the honour 
“ and the intereft of the nation, faid they, were 
“ fcandaloufly proftituted 

Let 

c The parties empowered to fign, and did a&ually fign this 
treaty on the part of Great Britain, were Sir Robert Henley, 
Knt. Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal of Great Britain ; John 
Earl Granville, Prefident of his Majefty’s Council ; Thomas 
Holies, Duke ofNewcaftle, Firlt Lord Commiffioner of the 
Treafury ; Robert, Earl of Holderneffe, one of his Majefty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State ; Philip, Earl of Hardvvicke ; 
and William Pitt, Efq; another of his Majelty’s Principal Se- 
cretaries of State. 

d The fum ftipulated, by this convention, to be paid by 
Great Britain, has been branded with the appellation of a 
tribute , in the payment of which the honour and intereft of the na- 
tion were fcandaloufly proftituted . i( This is a licentioufnefs of 
“ diftion, which at once arraigns the King, Lords and Com- 
“ mons, of proftituting their power and authority, and of 

“ com- 
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Let us fee the firft ftep in confequence of this 
convention. A grand expedition, to be executed 

by 


“ combining in a meafure to dilhonour and rain the nation. 
“ Let us examine this allegation. — A tribute! — This is a 
“ token of bondage. D'd the Britilh parliament, when they 
“ granted an annual fupply of money to the King of Pruflia, 
gi ve any reafon to fufpeft, that therewith they "urrendered 
“ to him their liberty, lives and fortunes ? or did they aft, as 
if they made that obligation through fear of what might be 
“ dreaded from the progrefs of his arms; or through that 
“ magnanimous principle of fuccouring the diftrefled ; of main- 
taining a balance of power, for which England has always 
“ been applauded ; and of favouring our national intereft ? 
“ Did not the King of Pruflia, in confideration of that annual 
“ payment, ftipulate and agree to enter into no fecret or fepe- 
“ rate treaty of peace detrimental to the intereft, and without 
“ the ccnfent of Great Eritain ? and to keep the fword drawn 
“ againft our enemies, till his Britannic Majefty ihould give 
“ him leave to Iheath it by an honourable peace;— in all 
“ which there does not appear any thing like flavery or tri- 
bute on the part of Britain. — -How fuch a treaty with the 
“ King of Pruflia can be branded with the fcandalous profti- 
“ tution of the honour and intereft of the nation is as unjuft, 

“ as 5t is inconceivable. Was it beneath the dignity of the 
“ King of Great Britain to enter into an alliance with a Pro- 
“ teftant King, of the firft rank, for his valour, and for his 
“ ftrength and intereft in Europe ? Was it fcandalous to fecure 
“ fuch an alI y b y a pecuniary fettlement, when the union of 
“ the houfes of Auftria and Bourbon, aflifted by Ruflia, Swe- 
den, and other powers, threatened immediate deftruftion to 
“ our trade and intereft on the continent of Europe: which 
“ would naturally have followed the conquering fword of our 
“ French rivals in every branch of manufacture and com- 
merce ; or was it fcandalous to facilitate our operations by 
fea in America, and in other dillant regions, by a well-timed 
“ application of fuch a fublidy ; which kept France in fuch a 
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by two fquadrons and a refpedtable body of land A. D. 
forces,was immediately fet a foot, to try what might I75 *‘ 
be done in this method ; to divide and weaken the 
enemy’s forces, and to make a diverfion in favour 
of our German allies, by forcing the French to 
employ their troops in the defence of their own 
coafts ; to deftroy their navigation and trade, and 
thereby to cut off the fource of their riches, and 
the finews of the war. 

One fquadron confided of four fliips of the line. Two fqua- 
feven frigates, fix (loops, two fire-(hips, two 
bombs, two cutters, twenty tenders, ten (lore- fent againft 
(hips and one hundred tranfports •, and the com- coaft?*' ^ 
mand thereof was given to Commodore Howe, 
who had fignalized himfelf for his bravery and 
conduct, in the late fruitlefs expedition. The 
other fquadron of twenty great fhips, was com- 
manded by Lord Anfon and Sir Edward Hawke. 

The land forces e deftined for this expedition 
were 15 battalions, 400 of the artillery, 540 light 

horfe : 

<c Hate of uncertainty, dependance and expence, that difabled 
l<i her from a vigorous purfuit of her natural and national in- 
€€ tereft, and crowned our expeditions every where with fuc- 
“ cefs ? This fublidy has nothing new in its conftitution. It 
** was of no other kind, than what not only Britain, but 
“ other nations, particularly France, has always made ufe of, 

“ to fecure an intereft to herfelf, and to deprive her adverfa- 
“ ries of further means of flrength. Of this kind have been 
“ feveral northern princes, who were always looked upon as 
4< tributaries, or fubfervient, to the nation which paid them 
“ for their friendfhip and aid, and not as holding their pay- 
“ mailers in a ftate of tributary fubje&ion.” 

e Guards, Firll, fecond and third regiments, Commanded 
by General Drury. p 
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horfe: in all, about 13,000 fighting men, 60 
pieces of cannot* f and 50 pieces of the mortar- 
kind, under the command of the Duke of Marl- 

* 

Firft brigade, Bentinck, Manners, Talbot and Home’s re- 
giment, by General Moftyn. 

Third brigade, Welch fuzileers, Lambton’s and Lord 
Charles Haye’s regiments, by General Bofcawen. 

Fourth brigade. Effingham, Duke of Richmond and Corn, 
wallis’s regiments, by General Elliot, 

The Artillery. 

Second brigade. Loudon, Wolf, and Kingfley’s regiments, 
by Waldgrave. 

Staff Officers. 

The Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, Earl 
of Ancram, lieutenant-generals. 

Waldgrave, Moftyn, Drury, Bofcawen and Elliot, major- 
generals. 

Brigadier Elliot, commanding the light horfe. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Hotham, adjutant-general. 

Captain Watfon, quarter-mailer general, with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. 

Aids de Camp. 

To the Duke of Marlborough. Captain Calcraft, of Hodg- 
fon’s ; Captain Lloyd, of the Welch fuzileers ; Captain Pa- 
terfon, of the artillery. 

To Lord George Sackville. Captain Smith, of the third 
regiment of guards ; Captain Boyer, of Jeffrey’s ; Captain 
Broom, of the artillery. 

To Lord Ancram. Captain Blacquier, of Lambton’s j En- 
fign Meadows, of the firft regiment of guards. 

To General Drury. Captain Howard, of the firft regiment 
of guards. 

To General Moftyn. Captain Veach, of Wolf’s. 

To General Waldgrave. Captain Wilfon, of the King’s own. 

To General Bofcawen. Enfign Bifhop, of the guards. 

To General Elliot. Enfign Faucit, of the fecond regiment 
of guards. ' 

f Fifteen of which were twenty-four pounders. 
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borough, grandfon to the Duke of that title, who, 
in his days was a real fcourge to France, and the 
glory of his own country ; but though the grand- 
{bn was brave without exception, he can’t be com- 
plimented with inheriting the martial genius of 
that Englifh Caefar, who never loft a battle, nor 
railed a fiege. However, Lord George Sackville, 
fon to the Duke of Dorfet,the fecond in command, 
did not want either military knowledge or expe- 
rience in the art of war. 

The fhips rendezvoufed at Spithead : the army- 
encamped on the Ille of Wight. The troops be- 
gan to embark on the 25th of May, and the 
whole embarkation was completed on the 27th. 
On the 28th Mr. Howe fent about failing orders 
and inftrubtions to every Ihip. The wind would 
not permit them to fail till the ift of June: but 
in the mean time the Duke of Marlborough diftri- 
buted his orders concerning the manner, in which 
the troops were to land, and the meafures that 
were to be taken by the troops as they came on 
{hore. The deftination of this prodigious arma- 
ment was not yet publifhed ; and its fecrefy, as 
well as force, filled the enemy with great terror 
and alarm. 

The mifcarriage of his former plans s having 
been attributed to the too early intelligence thereof, 
received by the enemy *, and the detection and ap- 
prehending of a Ipy h at this juncture, required 

him 

* Sec p. 320, &c. Vol. II. 

h This fpy was one Florence Henfey, an Iriftiman by birth, 
educated at Leyden, where he commenced M. D. and had 

a compe* 
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A. D. him to proceed with the utmoft precaution and 
17584 fecrefy. 

On 

a competent knowledge of the French, Spanifh, Portugueze 
and Italian tongues. Fie was a Roman Catholic, and his 
brother was a Jefuit, chaplain and under fecretary to the Spa- 
nifh ambaffador at the Hague, and the author of thofe letters 
intitled, the Voice of Peace, managed moft artfully in fa- 
vour of France, and publifhed in the year 1761. 

This Florence Henfey appeared in London under the cha- 
rafter of a phyfician, and pretended that his correfpondence 
with the enemies of his king and country, commenced through 
accidental acquaintance with one formerly his fellow-ftudent, 
who was at this time employed in the fecretary of ftate’s of- 
fice at Paris, for foreign affairs. To whom Dodlor Henfey 
wrote, amongft other things, a tender of his fervice in any 
matters he might want at London. Which his Parifian cor- 
refpondent, in his anfvver, interpreting to be a political fer - 
vice, and alluring him, that his diligence therein might be ad- 
vantageous to them both, the doflor, in his fecond letter, com- 
mended his friend’s difcernment, adding, “ That if he could 
** obtain for him a fuitable recompence, he would endeavour 
to make hL intelligence of the utmoli importance.'’ This 
produced a falary of 1 50 livres, or 25 1. fterling per quarter 
for the doftor, with diredlions to procure and fend lifts of all 
his Majefty’s fhips in and out of commiflion, number of guns 
and men, their time of failing, from what port, their deftina- 
tion, the names of the commanders ; the ftate of the land forces, 
where quartered and garrifoned ; plans of all fortifications in 
Great Britain and North America; and the earlieft account of 
enterprizes or expeditions againfl France. 

The courfe of this correfpondence was fettled by the way 
of Cologne, Hague and Bern, to be forwarded from thofe 
cities to Paris : It was a common letter wrote with ink, con- 
taining the fecret correfpondence written between the lines 
with lemon-juice. This was inclofed under three different co- 
vers, direded to the feveral perlons entrufted with the fecret, 

who 
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On the firft of June, about break of day, Lord 
Arvfon made a fignal for the fleet to unmoor, and 

he 

who conveyed them from one hand to another, till the firft 
inclofed come to the principal, for whom it was defigned— - 
But fuch as he deemed of greateft importance, he diredted to 
his brother at the Hague, for greater fafety. The dottor 
tried every means to gain intelligence, that might recommend 
him to a larger falary. His addrefs and profeflion gained 
him admiflion into polite company, without giving any fufpi- 
' c j on . and introduced him into clubs or meetings where fome 
gentlemen, about court, were too liberal in retailing their 
knowledge, or their conjedlures on the meafures of their fu- 
periors. 

This correfpondence began foon after Mr. Pitt was firft 
called up to the adminiftration, and continued, without any 
material interruption, till the 9th of March 1758, and per- 
haps might have remained a fecret, had it not been for the 
deep penetration of the Englilh refident at the Hague, who 
having frequent intelligence of affairs, tranfadling at the court 
of London, from the Spanilh ambaffador’s under-fecretary, be- 
fore he received any account thereof from his own court, was 
ftaggered, and put upon the enquiry, which way the Jefuit’s 
knowledge could be communicated. He found that the Jefuit 
had this brother, and that difcovery naturally fuggefted a 
fufpicion fufikient to make him narrowly watched. Twenty- 
nine of his letters were Hopped by proper authority ; and he at 
length was waylaid on a Sunday, as he came from the Spa- 
nilh ambaffador’s chapel, by two melTengers, feized by them 
in St. Martin’s -Lane, and committed to Newgate. 

His lodgings in Arundel-ftreet were fearched, where feveral 
copies of his letters were found, as well as the originals he 
had received from abroad. By thofe papers it appeared. That 
he gave the French the firft account of Admiral Bofcawen’s 
departure for North America, and of the taking the Alcide 
and Lys, and of every minute circumftance relating to it j 
and from that time, of the failing of every fleet, and of its 
Vo l. III. F deP > a * 
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he failed immediately with twenty-two fhips of the 
line. About noon, the frigates under the com- 
mand 

deftination ; and was fo particular as to mention the launch of 
a man of war. He gave a particular account of the difficulties 
the miniftry met with in raifing money ; and of his connexion 
with a fociety in the Strand, who were reputed great men in 
the political world, and particularly in the financial branch. 
In one of thefe letters, dated the 29th of July 1757, the ex- 
pedition againft Rochefort was notified, though it is certain 
that refolution of the council had not then been made known 
either to Admiral Hawke or to Sir John Mordaunt, the com- 
manders in chief; and in another letter, dated at Twicken- 
ham, the dodlor, after giving an exact account of the (late of 
our affairs, the condition of our fleet and army, their difpofi- 
tion, how many fhips guarded and how many troops lined 
the coaft of England, concludes with afferting, “ That the 
only means of preventing the fuccefs of the expedition againft 
Rochefort, would be to make a powerful diverfion upon the 
coaft of England ; that by thus attacking us in our very vitals, 
we might be engaged at home, and fo prevented from fend- 
ing any number of troops abroad fufficient to give them any 
real annoyance.” Which advice he renewed in a fubfequent 
letter, alledging, “ That it would be the moll certain method 
to diftrefs the government, as it would affeX public credit;” 
and then pointed out both the time and place, when and where 
it would be moll proper to carry it into execution. 

By what channel this fpy procured this knowledge, has not 
yet perfpired ; but the early intelligence, and the minute cir- 
c um (lances of Admiral Holbourne’s deftination for America, 
communicated to the court of France a few days after that 
admiral’s inftruXions were figned, and in which he was fo ex- 
a£l as to give the number of fhips and troops on board, the 
day of their departure, &c. induced a ffir^wd fufpicion of his 
connexions with fome body, befides what be could gather in 
public converfation : and the favour he met with after con- 
demnation, afforded much (peculation concerning his private 
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mand of Mr. Howe, together with all the tran- A. D. 
fports, got under way. Lord Anfon, with his I7s8 ‘ 
fquadron, flood away to the weft : but Mr. Howe’s 
fleered quite athwart the channel, with the wind 
at fouth-eaft, and foon loft fight of Lord Anfon ; 
whofe inftruftions were to watch and intercept any 
fquadron from the weft againft Mr. Howe’s. The 
weather changing to very tempeftuous, the com- 
modore, a little before midnight, made a fignal 
for the fleet to lie too, leaft it fhould run too clofe 
in with the French fhore before break of day. But 
no accident happened, except that one of the 
tranfports rolled away her foremaft, and was ob- 
liged to be taken in tow by one of the frigates* 

They made fail at fix in the morning, and by eight 
they could fee cape La Hogue. The fleet flood 
in between the continent and the Ifle of Alderney, 
and came to an anchor in the race, in the evening ; 

connections in England : where the time has been, when no 
matter how much, and by what inftrument, the nation fuffers, 
fo that fome men could maintain their own power by difgracing 
their rivals in the ftate. 

For this illicit correfpondence with the enemy of our coun- 
try, in time of open war, Dodlor Henfey was tried, convidled 
and condemned to be hanged and quartered, as in cafes of 
high treafon ; but after feveral reprieves he obtained his Ma- 
jefty’s pardon, not for any difcovery, as the world were made 
to believe; but by an extraordinary foreign interpofition, which 
would not have had the fame weight at a court, that properly 
refented the difappointments the nation met with in the expe- 
ditions againft Louifbourg and Rochefort. Enough to put the 
minifter, who was to diredt the affairs of the nation, upon the 
utmoft caution to cover his intentions, till he could bring them 
into adtion* 

F 2 
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A. D. where many of the flips were driven from their 
I/i8 ’ anchors by the rapidity of the current, and fome 
of them, that rode it out, left a fluke in the rocky 
ground, when they came to weigh. The fleet 
was flopped next day by a tranfport’s running and 
bulging upon a hidden rock, with part of the 
guards on board, who notwhhftanding the diligence 
and expedition, with which they were fupplied by 
boat c , from the reft of the fhips, which on that 
occafion came to an anchor, had much to do to 
fave themlelves and baggage. It was eight at 
night before the fleet could proceed, and next day, 
about five in the afternoon, being be-calmed, it 
dropt anchor within three leagues from St. Ma- 

Can-Tiie" ^ oes ’ on tbe 4 tb J une * Next morning they 
bay. weighed before day, and proceeded to the Bay of 

Cancalle •, where they were to land at a village of 
the fame name. 

Three frigates were ordered to continue their 
courfe to a battery, that might impede the difem- 
barkation. But the reft of the fleet brought up. 
Having given orders for the fhips carrying the 
grenadiers, to make fail with the frigates, Mr. 
Howe quitted the Eflex, and went on board, with 
his pendant, one of the frigates, in which he was 
able to lie clofer in fhore than in a large (hip. 

h°nd es The batter y» P erceivin g the grenadiers in the flat- 
bottomed boats prepared to land, fired upon them : 
but the frigates advanced, filenced the battery, 
and the grenadiers made good their landing, with- 
out much oppofition. For, though there were 
feven companies of foot, and three troops of dra- 


goons 
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goons polled at the landing-place, they fled with A - 
precipitation, as foon as our foldiers began to / 

move towards the ftiore •, and nothing then ap- 
peared to impede our progrefs, but a few peafants, 
that drew up behind a wind mill at a great dis- 
tance, and diverted themfelves with firing fhot, 
that would not reach our men. 

The grenadiers being drawn up upon the beach. 

Lord Down, with twenty of Kingfley’s, marched 
through a very narrow pafs, up into the village of 
Cancalle; where they were met by the Marquis 
of Landal, intendant of the coaft and colonel of 
the militia, with his fervant. Lord Down called 
to him and told him, if he would furrender, he 
had nothing to fear : but he and his fervant 
foolifhly refufed quarter ; fo that both they and 
their horfes were fhot dead upon the fpot. My 
Lord took poflefiion of the village, difarmed and 
fecured the moft active peafants, that fell in his 
way, and kept his men on their arms all night, 
waiting for the reft of the army \ 

Three regiments difembarked that fame tide as Encamp. } 
the grenadiers, but they continued ail night on 
the beach ; and the whole army was landed the 
next day, the 6th, and encamped. The grena- 
diers and light horfe advanced about a mile in the 
front of the line •, and Cancalle was made the 
head-quarters. Next morning, the 7th, by break 

1 The inhabitants of Cancalle fled, and left their village to 
the mercy of the invaders : and it was plundered by the fol- 
diers and Tailors ; for which one foldier was hanged, and feven 
Teamen flogged, and fent on board their (hips. 

F 3 
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A. D. of day, the whole army, except the third brigade, 
I7s8 ’ ftruck their tents, and began to march in two co- 
March for lumns. The firft column, confiding of the bri- 
St.Maioes. g ac | e 0 f guards, two battalions of grenadiers, and 
the firft brigade, commanded by Lord George 
Sackville, marching from the left, fell into the 
great road to St. Maloes. The fecond column, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Earl 
of Ancram, and confiding of the fecond and fourth 
brigade, marched alfo from the left, though a 
very inclofed country, and moft narrow road ; 
for, though 200 pioneers marched at the head of 
the column, and laboured hard to clear the way, 
the men were frequently obliged to pafs by fingle 
files •, and the lands on each fide the road were fo 
covered with wood, that they could feldom fee 
above forty yards clear of their flanks. The vil- 
lages, through which they pad, were totally de- 
ferted by man, woman and child : who had car- 
ried off every thing valuable. 

The third brigade had orders to continue en- 
camped at Cancalle, and to throw up entrench- 
ments to fecure a retreat, in cafe of need, and to 
efcorte the heavy artillery, which was not yet 
landed. But the guards were ordered to file off 
about two miles to the left of the firft encamp- 
ment, and there to pitch their tents, and cover the 
army, on that quarter, from whence there was the 
greateft realon to expedl an enemy k . 

The 

k The following is a tranflation of a manifefto, which his 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough publilhed in Bricanny, on 

the 
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The troops in motion, advanced towards St. Ma- A. D. 
loes without beat of drum, and in as good order I7s8 " 

as 

the 7th of June, the fccond day after the landing of the troops 
at Cancalle. 

“ We the high and mighty Prince, Charles, Duke of 
Marlborough, Marquis of Blandford, Earl of Sun- 
derland, Baron Churchill, Knight of the mod noble 
order of the Garter, Privy-Counfellor to his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, Grand Mafter of the Ordnance, and 
commander in chief of his forces, See . 

“ Make known to all the inhabitants of Britanny, that the 
defeent on their coaft, with the powerful army under our 
command, and our formidable armament by fea, is not made 
with an intention to make war on the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, excepting thofe, who fhall be found in arms, or fhall 
otherwife oppofe the juft war, which we wage againft his Ma- 
jefty the mod Chriftian King. 

Be it known, therefore, to all who will remain in peace- 
able pofTcflion of their habitations and efFedts, that they may 
ftay unmolefted in their refpediive dwellings, and follow their 
ufual occupations ; and that, excepting the cuftoms and taxes, 
which they pay to the King, nothing will be required of them, 
either in money or merchandizes, but what is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for the fubfiftence of the army ; and that for all the pro- 
vifions, they fhall bring in, they fhall be paid ready money* 

“ On the contrary, if, notwithftanding this declaration, 
which we have been pleafed to make, the inhabitants of the 
towns or villages carry away their furniture, efFedts, or pro- 
vifions, and abandon their houfes or dwellings, we fhall treat 
fuch delinquents as enemies, and deftroy by fire and fword, or 
fuch other methods, as fhall be in our power, their towns, vil- 
lages, dwellings, or houfes. Given at the head -quarters at 
Parame. 

June 7, 1758. MARLBOROUGH/’ 

By his Grace’s command, Bryant. 

F 4 
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A. D. as the nature of the country would permit-, but 
,7s8 ‘ it was late in the evening before they had marched 
fix miles. The commanders in chief proceeded 
immediately to reconnoitre the fituation of St. Ma- ' 
loes ; ordered the ground for the camp to be 
marked out, at a little more than a mile from the 
Camp be. town. This camp was formed with the village of 
Maloes] Parame, made the head-quarters, in front, and 
the village of Servant upon the right flank. The 
grenadiers advanced about ioo paces, the light 
horfe and artillery about as far in the rear, and 
the reft of the troops were extended in one direft 
line. 

While the main body was employed in pitching 
tents, the light horfe, fuftained by the piquets of 
the whole, advanced to the walls of St. Maloes 1 : 

and 

His Grace fent at the fame time the following letter to the 
magiftrates and echevins of St. Maloes. 

Gentlemen, 

“ We being in pofleffion of all the country between Dinan, 
Rennes, and Doll, as far as St. Maloes, and finding that all the 
inhabitants of the towns and villages, in this extent of coun- 
try, have abandoned their habitations ; probably to avoid the 
payment of the ufual contributions : and as we are informed 
that the inhabitants have, by your orders, been compelled to 
go to St. Maloes ; we give you notice, that if they do not re- 
turn peaceably to their houfcs, and fend their magiftrates to 
our head-quarters to fettle the contributions, we ftiall think 
ourfelves obliged to fet fire to them without further delay. 

MARLBOROUGH.” 

1 St. Maloes is one of the chief town and ports of the Up- 
per Bretagne, is feated on the northern coaft of St. Aaron, and 

joined 
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and were faluted by the enemy’s cannon from the A. D. 
ramparts, which killed a horfe or two without any I758 ‘ 
other lofs or damage. But by favour of the night 
they got under the enemy’s cannon, and dipt down 
to the harbour, where they found a confiderable 
fleet of privateers and merchantmen m , to which ships, &c. 
our troops fet fire, with combuftibles provided and burnt * 
carried with them for that purpofe *, and alfo to 
the magazines of pitch, tar, ropes, &c. which 
took effe<5t. So that in the fpace of a few hours 
there was the moft dreadful lcene of conflagra- 
tion, that imagination can paint, and all the (hips 
and (lores were deflroyed by the flames, which 
continued all night, without the lead oppofition Meet with 
from the garrifon, though there was a confider- no °PP ofl ' 
able body of troops in the town, that might en- 
able them to make a fally with a view of fuccefs. 

joined to the continent by means of a long caufeway, of not 
above thirty fathoms broad, the entrance whereof is defended 
by a ftrong cattle, flanked with large towers, and the town 
furrounded with walls, deep ditches, and a fufficient garrifon : 
befides which, towards the fea it is fecuredby a fhoal offand that 
encompaffes it, and feveral rocks and (mail iflands, that make 
the haven of difficult accefs, infomuch that it is reputed one of 
the keys of France. It is confiderable for its traffick and 
ftrength, and the fkill of its inhabitants in maritime affairs, 
by which means great numbers of privateers are in time of 
war from hence fitted out, and much difturb the trade of thefe 
feas. Seep. 91. 

m One man of war of 50 guns on the flocks, two ditto 36 
guns each, twenty-four privateers, from 30 to 40 guns each* 

Seventy merchantmen, and forty fmall craft. There was only 
one fhip, a privateer of 40 guns faved, fhe being a- float; the reft 
were haulled up imprudently to the walls, and were a-ground. 

Their 
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Their next care was to fecure provifions. So 
that when this party was returned from the con- 
flagration to the camp, other parties were next 
morning, on the 8th, fent to forage, and to bring 
in the neceffaries of life ; the country people re- 
fuflng to fupply our troops for ready money, and 
the provifions brought a-fhore being expended. 

One battalion of guards, and Lord Charles 
Hay’s of the third brigade, marched the fame day 
into camp. One mortar and three royals, which 
had been ordered from the fhips, were flopped on 
the road and remanded on board : and the ad- 
vanced piquets and the fecond brigade, returned 
to camp about nine in the evening. The night 
proved a mod terrible one with thunder, light- 
ning, violent rain and wind, which beat down the 
tents and foufed the men, as if they had been dipt 
in water. But at feven next morning 200 pioneers, 
fuftained by a party of 500 men, were ordered 
to march towards St. Maloes j and a captain and 
80 men were employed to level the ground in the 
front of the encampment, in order to open a com- 
munication between each regiment. Thefe were 
indications of vigorous refolutions. Yet, on the 
10th, in the morning. His Grace the Duke of 
Marlborough, having advice of a great fuperiority 
of forces afiembling to attack him, and to cut off his 
retreat, ordered the whole army back to Cancalle. 
Which was done ; though it did not appear that 
there were at that prefent time above 500 regular 
forces in that province. They ftruck their tents 
about noon, immediately marched off, and en- 
3 camped 
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camped that night within the entrenchments at A - D. 
that village: giving over all thoughts of a fiege, Iys8 ‘ 
which would take up a month, in a regular man- 
ner : and for which they were not fufficiently pro- 
vided. For the walls of the town were not only 
of a vaft thicknefs, but of fo great an height, that 
none of the fcaling ladders fent from England 
could reach the top. 

The fame night the artillery was put on board *, Re-im- 
and the two following days were employed in the bark * 
re-imbarkation of the troops in the midft of a very 
heavy rain, which filled the trenches, of thofe that 
were left, half full of water. 

Thus ended the attempt againft St. Maloes, 
with the lofs of 30 men miffing. Whilft the army 
was employed before St. Maloes, a battalion of 
guards marched, under the command of Colonel 
Cefar, 1 2 miles up into the country, to a town 
called Dol, and were politely entertained by the 
magiftrates ; and their treatment was as politely 
repaid by this party, whofe intention was only to 
reconnoitre the country, and returned after flay- 
ing in this town one night, without committing 
one a< 5 l of hoftility. A party of light horfe ad- 
vanced ftill farther, and fell in with thevidets of 
a French camp, chaced them a long way, and 
brought two of them into our camp n . 

Having 

n We may guefs at the confternation and confufion of the ene- 
my from this abftract of a mandate ilfued by the Bifhopof St. 

Maloes, for a folemn proceffion by way of thankfgiving, for 
the retreat of the Englilh. 

Sing 
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Having muttered the men on board, orders 
were iffued on the 14th for the grenadiers and 
' guards to hold themfelves in readinefs to difem- 
bark, to complete their ammunition for that pur- 
pofe, and that the officers fhould for the future, 
take more effedtual means to prevent morauding. 
It was intended to proceed againft Granville, a 
petty town well fituated on the top of a high cliff, 
on the other fide of the bay, and about fix leagues 
diftant from St. Maloes; defended by a battery of 

Sing unto the Lord with timbrels , Jing unto the Lord with cym- 
bals, & c. For God hrcaketh the battles : for among jl the camps in 
the midjl of the people he bash delivered me out of the hands of them 
that perfecuted me. 

— Bethulia, being reduced to the lad extremity, without 
refource, without hopes of any aflidance, and when its fright - 
7ied inhabitants atfred nothing but a voluntary furrender, was 
faved by one of thole extraordinary miracles, which manifeft 
in the molt obvious manner the operation of the almighty 
«,hand of the Mod High. Your deliverance, on the contrary, 
has, at fird fight, nothing in it but what is natural ; but who- 
ever gives but a little attention to the w'hole leries of this event, 
mud acknowledge the mod evident marks of God's fpecial 
protection of their city. — You took all the precaution, which 
courage and condudl could dittate, againd the attacks, with 
which you were threatned, and which you looked upon, as in- 
evitable. Thefe precautions were fuperfluous There was 
rot fo much as one gun fired againd your city. You hoped that 
the troops coming to your aflidance would drive away the ene- 
my : but the enemy did not wait for them. News was brought 
them, and they retired with precipitation. The winds oppofed 
their return: but it was decreed by Providence that they fhould 
return by the fame way that they came ; and tney have done 
it in fpite of contrary winds. What lhall we then fay ? 
If God be for us , who Jhall be againfl us ? 
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iS pieces of cannon, upon a neck of land, which A - D. 

. r i i i75°* 

commands the town, and a great part ox the bay. 

Pilots were taken on board from Guernfey and 
Jerfey, and 22 large lug-fail boats were alfo 
brought from thence, for greater expedition in the 
landing of the forces. But having weighed at Stopt with 
6 in the morning, on the 16th, the fleet wasob- thei> 
liged by contrary and violent winds to come to an 
anchor that evening off St. Maloes *, and next day 
to return to Cancalle bay. The winds continued 
contrary and the weather very bad till the 21ft, 
when it growing moderate, they put to fea, were 
joined by the Ifis, Captain Wheeler, and four 
tranfports with reinforcements: but were driven 
back again by contrary winds. However, on the 
23d they failed to the eaftward, pafled Jerfey, sail to the 
Guernfey, and faw the Ifle of Wight, and on the eaftward ' 
26th fleered with a northwind for the French 
coaft, and run in with the land near Havre de 
Grace. But, after laying in fight of that port all 
the 27th and 28 th ; ordering the flat-bottomed 
boats for landing the forces to be hoifted out j re- 
connoitring the coaft, which the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Mr. How undertook perfonally in a 
cutter ; and four days provifions got ready for the 
men to take with them on fhore, nothing was 
executed to annoy the enemy. On the 29th the 
whole fleet bore away before the wind for Cher- Towards 
bourg, and came to an anchor at about two miles 
from the town ; fix batteries fired on the tranfports 
to no purpofe, and a confiderable number of peo- 
ple, fome of whom appeared to be regular forces, 

were 
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A. D. were drawn up along the ftrand, neverthelefs ft 
I7j8 ' was refolved to attack the forts Querqueville* 
PHommet and Gallet, in the night ; which was 
prevented by a violent wind, that hindered the 
troops from landing, and rendered it impoflible 
to fuftain them in cafe of a repulfe, if the difem- 
barkation could have been effected. Then it was 
refolved to Hand in with the whole fleet, to cover 
a general landing. But that refolution was alfo 
abortive. The ftorm increafed : the tranfports 
ran foul of one another : and, as the gale blew di- 
rectly upon the coafl, all the fhipping was expofed to 
the perils of a lee-fhore. Befides there began to 
be a fcarcity of provifions, and the hay for the 
horfes was almoft eat up. So that this great and 
expenflve expedition-fleet returned, next morning, 
for the coafl: of England, and on the ift of July 
arrived at St. Helens °. 

While 

° Extratt of a letter from an officer belonging to the light -borfe, on 
board a tranfport at St. Helens , July 3. 

“ We are arrived here after having made one of the grand- 
eft bonfires, at and near St. Maloes, that ever was feen in 
France; all which was executed in nine hours, without the 
leaft moleftation from the enemy; as if they themfelves would 
receive foine pleafure from Co ftriking a flame being ftruck up 
among them; or rather, the water-pipes leading to St. Maloes 
being cutoff, and a threaten of immediately fettingflre to the 
town, if they made any refiftance, rendered them thus in- 
active, being in the greateft panic and confufion. By fome 
officers belonging to the navy of France we are informed, that 
the damage done by our troops to the docks, King's ftores, 
and (hipping, exclufive of private property, would require 
much more than 1 2,000,000 of livres to reinftate, exclufive 

of 
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While the Britifh arms were carrying terror A. D. 
along the Gallic fhore, the fate of our enemies ‘ 7s8 * 
and the relief of our allies were determined by the 
Britifh parliament. The Commons granted 60,000 Proceed- 
menfor the fea fervice, including 14,845 marines : 

53,777 effective men, including officers and 4008 ment * 
invalids for guards and garrifons in Great Britain, 
Guernfey, Jerfey, &c. and exclufive of the garri- 
fons and forces ?n the plantations and Gibraltar : 
fotw regiments of foot on thelrifti eftablifhment, 
ferving in North America and the Eaft Indies : a 
fupply to fubfift and keep together the army form- Grants for 
ed laft year in his Majefty’s Ele&oral dominions • the Ger ~ 

. r ’ man war. 

and for payment of 12,000 and upwards of Heffian 
troops : 670,000 1 . for the fupport of the King 
Pruffia: 463,0841. 6s. iod. for maintaining 38,000 
hired troops in Germany j and 386,9151. j^s. 2d. 
for their forage, bread, artillery, &c. 100,090!. 
for paying and cloathing the militia : 800,000 1. 
for defraying the extra expences of the war: 

20,000 1 . for the payment of the troops in Eaft 
India : 10,000 1. for the fupport of the Britifh forts 
on the coaft of Africa. Which grants, with the 
other provifions made by parliament for the current 
year, amounted to 10,486,457 k p And in con- 

of the expence of building, and the time they will take up in 
being brought to their former condition of flrength, &c. The 
private property deftroyed is valued at much more than the 
public, which could not be avoided, the merchant Ihips having 
thrown themfelves clofe in with the docks and men of war, 
and under the cannon of the forts.” 

p Of which the fum of 1,861,897 k was granted for the 
aid of our friends on the continent. 

fequence 
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A - ft* fequence thereof we find that the ftate of our na- 
>7s8 ' tional ftrength or forces by fea and land in Britifh 
pay, including artificers in the King’s docks and 
yards, was as follows : 


Military Eftabii foment for Great Britain, the 
force* of train artillery inclufive — — 

Great JBH- p or Ireland — ■ " 

tain * • C -x 

For N. America, of Regulars 32,000 7 
of Provincials 30,000 V 

For the Weft Indies 

For Gibraltar and the Eaft Indies 
Allied army in the pay of Great Britain 


55.000 

12.000 

52.000 

2.000 

5.000 
52,000 


Total of land forces 178,000 

Naval department, feamen 6 2,000") 

Marines 14,000 !> 96,000 

Artificers to the docks, about 20,000 J 


Total 274,000 


Ships in commiffion 310, of which no were of 
the line. 


They alfo endeavoured to remove the objections 
made by the public to the militia adt, and to en- 
force that adt for the prefent benefit of the nation. 
Militia aft A bill was brought in, and palled, to amend and 
and ren- ex pLin the militia bill. By which every city or 

eftSual° re tOWn has the Jibert y to offer volunteers, if they 
chufe it, inftead of Handing the chance of the 
ballot : and it is further enadted, That 


Every 
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Every fubftitute is, equally with the perfon A. D. 
fervingfor himfelf, exempted from being prefted ; n 
and the fubftitute is alfo entitled (having been 
called out into actual fervice) to fet up any trade 
in any place whatever. 

Every militia man is to have his cloaths at the 
end of three years. 

Every militia man, when the militia of his 
county Ihall be ordered into actual fervice, ftiall 
receive one guinea. 

The families of the militia men ftiall, in their 
abfence, be provided for out of the county ftock. 

If a militia man (hall fall fick on a day of march, 
he is to be provided for. 

The militia can never be fent out of the king- 
dom upon any pretence whatever ; nor can they, 
as appears by the oath they take, be employed, 
but only for the immediate defence of their coun- 
try. 

The captains have power of making corporals 
out of the private militia men, which is fixpence 
advance each day of exercife ; and the further va- 
cancies of ferjeants are to be filled up out of the 
militia men, which is one fliilling a day the whole 
year. Militia men’s fons may alfo be appointed 
drummers, which is fixpence a day the whole 
year. 

Another a6t paftfed for the encouragement of Seamen’s 
feamen employed in the royal navy: to eftablilh ^ f ° rbet ‘ 
a regular method for the punctual, frequent and ment of 
certain payment of their wages; to enable them v '* s ' s ‘ 
more readily and eafily to remit the fame, for the 

Vol. III. G fupport 
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fupport of their wives and families, and to pre- 
vent frauds and abufes attending fuch payments. 
Of which you’ll find an abftractin the margin q . 

The 

q i. Every volunteer, entering his name, fhall receive 2 
certificate thereof gratis, and be intitled to wages, from the 
day of the date thereof, inclufive, upon his appearance on 
board within fourteen days, if the place where he enters is not 
above roo miles from the fhip ; 20, if above ico miles; or 
if above 200 miles; and fhall have the ufual conduft 
money, with two months wages advance, before the fhip pro- 
ceeds to fea. 

2. Every fupernumerary man, ferving ten days in a fhip, 
{hall be intitled to 'his wages and all other benefits, as if he 
was a part of the complement ; but men, lent to other fhip?, 
fhall remain intitled to their wages on the books of the fhip 
from which they were lent, until they be regularly difeharged, 
and in no other. 

3. Every inferior officer or feaman, turned over to another 
fhip, that is then in, or fhall come into, a Britifh port, where 
there is a commiffioner of the navy, fhall be paid all the wages 
due to him in the former fhip, before the other proceeds to fea, 

, unlefsthe Admiralty order it otherwife, in cafes of the greatefi 
exigency only ; and, in this cafe, he fhall receive his wages, 
as foon as the fhip fhall again come into a Britifh port, where 
there is a commiffioner of the navy. 

4. No officer or feaman, turned over, fhall be rated in a 
lower degree than he was before ; and he fhall have an advance 
of two months wages, before the prefent fhip fails, if not al- 
ready received. 

5. As foon as any fhip, which has been in fea pay twelve 
months or more, fhall arrive in any Britifh port, all the wages 
due, except the la ft fix months, fhall be immediately paid; 
and the whole fhall be paid within two months, at fartheft, 
after the arrival of fuch fhip in port to be laid up. 

6. The month fhall confift of twenty-eight days. 
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The bufinefs of this feflion of parliament being 
complete, and the feafon for retiring into the 

country 

7. The captain, or commander, fhall make out a ticket, 
upon the death of every inferior officer or feaman, and tranf- 
mit it, by the firft fafe opportunity, to the commiflioners of 
the navy; and payment fhall be made, within a month after 
the receipt thereof, •without fee or reward, to the executors or 
adminiftrators of fuch officers or feamen, or their attorney. 

8. The captain, or commander, fhall make out a ticket for 
every inferior officer or feaman difchargcd as unferviceable* 
and fend it in the manner mentioned in the preceding article ; 
he fhall alfo give fuch officer or feaman a certificate of hisdif- 
charge, containing anexadt copy of his ticket, and a defcrip- 
tion of his perfon ; and, upon the commiflioners being fatis- 
fied, that the ticket was made out for fuch perfon, they fhall 
teflify the fame on fuch certificate, and immediately deliver 
him the ticket affigned for payment, which fhall be made, at 
the navy office, without fee or reward, to him, and to no other 
perfon. If the ticket fhall not have been fent to, or received 
by the commiflioners of the navy, the copy of the ticket in 
the certificate fhall in title him to the money therein appearing 
to be due ; and, if fuch officer or feaman produce his certL 
ficate to acommiffioner of the navy refiding in any Britifh port, 
he, being fatisfied about it, fhall fign and tranfmit the fame to 
l he commiflioners of the navy ; who, within four days after the 
receipt thereof, are to fend a ticket, or, if fuch ticket had not 
been fent to or received by them, the faid certificate, to the 
commiflioner at fuch port, who fhall, thereon, caufe immedi- 
ate payment to be made, without fee or reward: he fhall alfo 
fend fuch officer or feaman to the nearefl hofpital, to be re* 
ceived and victualled, from the time of his prefenting fuch 
certificate, until payment is made. If any fuch certificate be 
loft or deftroyed, or not prefented by the perfon himfelf, or 
the money due on it fhall not be paid before the general pay- 
ment of the fhip’s company, the ticket fhall be cancelled, and 
the wages payable, as if no ticket or certificate had been made 
out, 

1 G 1 9. When 
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country far advanced, his Majefty, not being able 
to go in perfon to the Houfe, appointed Lords 

Commiflloners 

9. When a captain, or commander, lhall fend any inferior 
officer or feaman into any hofpital or fick quarters, he lhall 
tranfmit with him a ticket for his wages then due ; and, if he 
be regularly difcharged from thence, as unferviceable, he lhall 
have a certificate of his difcharge, with the fick ticket annexed 
thereto ; and, if he prefents the fame to a commiffioner at 
any Britilh port, fuch commiffioner, after he has figned the 
certificate, lhall forthwith fend it to the commiffioners of the 
navy, who, without delay, lhall tranfmit a proper ticket, or 
pay-lift, to the faid commiffioners, who fhall caufe immediate 
payment to be made to fuch officer or feaman, 'without fee or 
re'ward ; who lhall be maintained in fuch hofpital, or fick- 
quarters, from the time of his prefenting the certificate and 
fick ticket until he receive what is due to him. 

10. The payment of tickets, Sec. lhall not be delayed, 
though the mufter or pay books be not regularly fent to and 
received by the commiffioners of the navy ; but, if any error 
be made in a ticket, &c. the lofs fhall be made good out of 
the wages of the captain or commiffioner, by whom they were 
made out. 

1 1 . As often as a Ihip, which is not in a port of Great 
Britain, or on the coaft thereof, fhall have twelve months 
wages due, the captain, or commander, lhall caufe the names 
of all the inferior officers and feamen to be called over, and 
lhall do the fame at the end of every fix months ; and, if any 
of them lhall then declare, or deliver in writing, the name 
and place of abode of his wife, father, or mother, and defire, 
that the whole or any past of his wages, then due, except 
for the laft fix months, Ihould be paid to fuch wife, father, or 
mother, the captain, or commander, is ftridtly required to 
caufe four lifts to be made out of the perfons deliring to make 
fuch remittances, which he lhall, without delay, tranfmit to 
the commiffioners of the navy ; who. on the receipt thereof, 
fhall immediately make out two bills for the payment of the 

wages 
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Commiffioners to deliver his fenfe of their conduft 
in parliament, who on the 20th of June, in the 
King’s name, made the following fpeech : 

“ My 

wages fo allotted by each perfon, one of which fhall be fent to 
the perfons fpecified in the lifts, and the other to the receiver, 
collector, or clerk of the Cheque ; and if the perfon to whom 
any fuch bill is fent fhall, within fix months from the date 
thereof, deliver the fame to fuch receiver, &c. with a certifi- 
cate that the perfon is the wife, father, or mother, of fuch 
officer or feaman, figned by the minifter and churchwardens, 
or, in Scotland, by the minifter and two elders of the parifh, 
where fuch perfon was married or refides ; fuch receiver, &c. 
being fatisfied about the certificate, fhall, without fee or reward 
immediately pay the fum mentioned in the bill ; and fuch bill, 
with a duplicate thereof, being produced at the navy-office, 
fhall forthwith be affigned for payment by the commiffioners : 
but, if payment of the faid bill be not demanded, and a du- 
plicate thereof, &c. be not delivered, within fix months from 
the date thereof, it is to be cancelled, and the fum contained 
therein becomes payable to fuch inferior officer or feaman, 
when the fhip fhall be paid, 

12. The proceedings are the fame, if, when wages (hall be 
paid at the pay-office, or any of the out- ports, any inferior 
officer or feaman defires to remit the whole, or part of his 
wages to his wife, children, parents, or any other perfon. 

13. The wages, pay, and allowances earned by any inden- 
tured apprentice (hall, as hath been ufual, be paid to his ma- 
tter, unlefs he was above eighteen years of age when his in- 
dentures were executed, or fha.ll be rated as a fervant to any 
officer, to whom fuch apprenticelhip is unknown. 

14. Captains, or commanders, fhall fend, from time to 
time, to the commiffioners of the navy, complete pay-books, 
lifts, and tickets, and alfo, once in two months, complete 
mufter-books, under the penalty of forfeiting all their wages 
to the cheft of Chatham, and of being liable to be farther 
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“ My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


His M2- 
jefty's 
fpeech, by 
com mil- 
lion. 


\ X7 E have received the King’s commands, upon 
* * this occafion, to afilire you, that his Ma- 
jefty has the deepeft fenfe of the loyalty and good 

affeftions 


puniihed by a court-martial, except in cafes of neceflity, to be 
made appear to the fatisfadtion of the Lord High Admiral, or 
commifiioners of the admiralty. 

15. The tickets, & c. fhall be fufficient vouchers for pay- 
ment thereon. 

16. Captains, or commanders, iffuing other tickets than the 
aft direfts, fhall pay 50 1. for every ticket, and alfo forfeit all 
their wages to the cheft at Chatham. 

17. No letters of attorney, for wages, or allowances of 
money, fhall be valid, unlefs therein declared to be revocable, 
and the fame, if made by an inferior officer or feaman then 
in the fervice, be figned before, and attefted by the command- 
er, and one of the other figning officers, or by a clerk of the 
Cheque ; and, if made by a perfon after his difcharge from 
the fervice, unlefs the fame be figned before, and attefted by 
the mayor or chief magiftrate of the place, where he then re- 
fides; or unlefs the letter, if made by an executor or admi- 
niftrator, be figned before, and attefted by the minifter and 
churchwardens, or, in Scotland, by the minifter and two el- 
ders of the parifh where he refides. 

18. No more than 1 s. fhall be taken for the probate of any 
will, or letters of adminiftration, granted to the widows, chil- 
dren, Sec. of inferior officers, feamen, or marines dying in 
the fervice, unlefs the goods and chattels are of the value of 
20I. nor more than 2 s. unlefs they are of the value of 40I. 
nor more than 3 s. unlefs they are of the value of 60I. under 
the penalty of 50I. to be paid by the offender to the party 
aggrieved. The cafe is the fame, as to the iffuing out corn- 
millions to fvvear iuch widows. Sc c. 


19. Whoever 
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affections demonftratec] by his parliament, through- 
out the whole courfe of this feffion. The zeal 

.< 

19. Whoever, willingly and knowingly, fhall perfonate, 
or falfely aflume the name or character of any perfon intitled 
to wages, &c. for fervice done in any Ihip of the royal navy, 
or the executor, &c. of fuch perfon, or fhall procure any 
other fo to do ; or fhall forge, of procure to be forged, any 
letter of attorney, or other power ; or take a falfe oath, or 
procure it to be taken, to obtain the probate of a will, or 
letters of adminiflration ; in order to receive any wages, &c. 
fhall be guilty of felony, and fuffer death. 

20. When the pay books are clofed, tickets fhall be made 
out at the navy-office to fuch feamen, as have not received 
their wages, &c. which fhall be paid, in courfe, once a 
month, 

21. Britifh governors, miniflers, or confuls, refiding in fo- 
reign parts, or, where there are no fuch perfons, any two 
Britifh merchants, are required to provide for feafaring men 
and boys, fubjefts of Great Britain, who, by fhipwreck, 
capture, or other unavoidable accident, fhall be in thofe parts, 
or fhall be difeharged there as unferviceable, from the royal 
navy, at 6d. per diem each, and to fend them home with all 
convenient expedition. 

22. Matters of fhips fhall have 6d. per diem for each man 
and boy above their complement. 

23. Seamen fhall not be taken out of the fervice for any 
debt under 20I. 

24. But creditors may proceed to judgment and outlawry, 
and have an execution thereupon, except againft their bodies. 

25. Receivers of Teamens wages, taking more than 6d. per 
pound, fhall for every offence forfeit 50I. and if the offender 
be a clerk, officer, or fervant, belonging to the navy, he 
fhall lofe his place, and be incapable of holding any one of 
profit in any fuch office. 

26. Clerks, &c. in offices belonging to the navy, taking 
fees, not allowed by the aft, for doing any thing thereby di- 
rected, fhall be liable to the fame forfeitures. 
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which you have Ihewn for his Majefty ’s honour 
and real intereft in all parts, your earneftnefs to 
furmound every difficulty, and your ardour to carry 
on the war with the utmoft vigour, in order to a 
fafe and honourable peace, mult convince all the 
world, that the ancient fpirit of the Britiffi nation 
is ftill fubfifting in its full force. 

His Majefty has alfo commanded us to acquaint 
you, that he has taken all fuch meafures, as have 
appeared to be molt conducive to anfwer your pub- 
lic fpirited views and wiffies. Through your 
affiftance, and by the bleffing of God upon the 
condud and bravery of the combined army, his 
Majefty has been enabled not only to deliver his 
dominions in Germany from the oppreffions and 
devaftations of the French, but to puffi our ad- 
vantages on this fide of the Rhine. 

His Majefty has cemented the union between 
him and his good brother the King of Pruffia, 
by new engagements, with which you have been 
already fully acquainted. 

Our fleets and armies are now a&ually employed 
in fuch expeditions, as appeared likely to annoy 
the enemy in the moft fenfible manner ; to pro- 
mote the welfare and profperity of thefe kingdoms; 
and particularly to preferve our rights and pofief- 
fions in America; and to make France feel our juft 
weight and real ftrength in thofe parts. His Ma- 
jefty trufts in the Divine Providence, that they may 
be bleffed with fuch fuccefs, as will moft effedually 
tend to thefe great and deflrable ends. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, A. D. 

1758. 

We are particularly commanded by the King, 
to return you his thanks for thofe ample fupplies, 
which you have fo freely and unanimoufly given. 

His Majefty grieves for the burdens of his people ; 
but your readinefs in fupporting the war is the 
moft probable means the fooner to deliver you from 
it. You may be allured, that nothing will be 
wanting, on his Majefty’s part, to fecure the moft 
frugal management. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

His Majefty has directed us to repeat his recom- 
mendation to you, to promote harmony arid good 
agreement amongft his faithful fubjeds ; and to 
make the uprightnefs and purity of his intentions 
and meafures rightly underftood. Exert your- 
felves in maintaining the peace and good order of 
the country, by enforcing obedience to the laws 
and lawful authority : and by making the people 
fenfible, how much they hurt their own true in- 
tereft by the contrary pradice. 

For their fakes, the King has commanded us to 
prefs this upon you ; for their true intereft and 
happinefs are his Majefty’s great and conftant 
objed.” 

His Majefty in a more particular manner takes Remarks 
notice of the ample fupplies , which had been fo free- thereon - 
ly and unanimoufly given for the fupport of the 
war. On which it will be proper to remark. 

That though thefe fupplies were very extraordi- 
nary ; 
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nary ; and the war was carried on at an immenfe 
expence •, they were neccffary. There was no other 
way to defeat the defigns of our enemies. France 
was engaged by her confederacy to pay extraordi- 
nary fubfidies to Audria, Ruflia, Sweden and 
other German allies, in order to carry her point. 
Therefore the cafe was nothing more, than op- 
pofing one great expence to another : whofe ba- 
lance mud always turn in favour of the nation, 
that (hall be bed able to raife money by trade, and 
dop the refources from whence the enemy is ufed 
to draw his riches and treafure. This was the real 
cafe between France and England. France was 
loaded with a vad expence in armies and fubfidies, 
and deprived of her trade, from whence riches 
came into her treafury. England was daily im- 
proving, and acquiring more trade j by which her 
finances were enabled to carry on the war, at a 
greater expence than France, and till France 
fhould become a bankrupt. Which was the view 
of Mr. Pitt, when he entered into the alliance 
above mentioned, with Prufna : becaufe that was 
the only way to oblige France to exhaud her troops 
and treafures ; while the Britifh navy cut off all, 
or mod of her refources from America, and en- 
tirely ruined her trade •, and at the fame time, to 
increale the riches and revenues of his own coun- 
try by new and valuable acquifitions, the better to 
enable her to fupport this additional expence. 

, The fa&ions and didra&ions, which at that 
jundiure divided and weakened the French coun- 
cils, under the influence of a female favourite. 


< 


were 
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were all'o improved by our vigilant, difembarrafied A. D. 
and able minilter. He was convinced by the 173 
cabals at the French court, for the command of 
the armies in Germany, that their miniftry were 
unable to bellow a proper attention to both ele- 
ments : there was no ftrile about the commands at 
fea: therefore our miniller aimed at confounding Reafons 
them more by reiterated blows on all Tides : to J or a “ ack ' 

J ing the 

ruin their navy, while he drew off their attention French 
from the ocean to the plains of Germany. With- ny . 
cut which kind of diverfon, France would foon 
have been in a condition to repair the damages of 
their marine ; as in former times. 

The people with pleafure acquiefced in thefe Approved 
fentiments and meafures, becaufe they were con- 
vinced of their falutary effedls. They were alfo nation, 
fpirited up by the daily advices of the fuccefs of 
Prince Ferdinand, who by this time had driven 
the French over the Rhine : while, on the other 
part, the French miniftry were trying to accomplilh 
that by intrigue and mifreprefentation, which they 
were not in a capacity to bring about merely by 
their own ftrength. 


The provocation given by M. Richelieu’s breach 
of the- convention, for the Hanoverians refuming 
their arms, furniftied the French court with a 
plaufible inve&ive againft his Britannic Majefty, 

Ele&or of Hanover. In which, under the name French 
of a manifefto r , they pretend that their armies c 

entered Germany to maintain the peace of the Hanove- 


1 Publifhed by authority at Paris, and dated at 
on the 30th of December 1 757* 
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Empire, in quality of guarantees of the treaty of 
Weftphalia; and that was fufficient to warrant 
their invafion and feizure of Hanover and Hefle 
Cafiel. Then they proceed, and infift, That the 
alliance between Auftria and France was not unna- 
tural and dangerous to the Germannic liberty j 
but, on the contrary, that it was quite natural, 
and neceflary to defend that liberty from the dan- 
gers arifing from the league between England and 
Pruffia. That their King had o-iginally formed a 
defign to confine himfelf to his own defence againft 
the Englifh in North America, and thereby, if 
poflible, to preferve the advantages of peace to 
Europe in general, and to the Empire in particu- 
lar : and that if it happened otherwife, it might be 
imputed to the ambition and injuftice of his ene- 
mies. 

They inveigh with great acrimony agai/ift the 
Kings of Great Britain and Prufiia for prefuming 
to keep foreign troops out of Germany, when 
they themfelves are bringing ruin upon the Ger- 
mannic conftitutions :_and accufe them of {firing 
up and carrying on an unjuft war, fet on foot in 
contempt of the faith of treaties, and of the laws 
of the Empire; and make his Britannic Majefty 
the firft promoter of it. 

They further fet forth. That the ill fuccefs of 
the unjuft and violent enterprizes of the King of 
England againft France, both in America and 
Europe, having changed the brilliant expectations, 
with which that Prince’s minifters had flattered 
the Britifh nation into real lofies for the prefent, 

and 
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and apprehenfions for the future, they have been 
forced to have recourfe to frefti expedients for 
allaying the refentment of that nation, and efpe- 
cially for getting from it fuch an augmentation of 
fubfidies, of which the Elector of Hanover fhould 
come in for a part ; and that the way, which feemed 
to them the fitted: for fettling their affairs, has been 
to throw thofe of others into confufion, and at any 
rate to kindle a war in Germany. 

The King of England and his minifters have 
done fo much juftice to the King, as to conclude, 
that in cafe of any attack made on the principal 
ftates of the Empire, to which he was united, or of 
any violation of the Germannic laws and confti- 
tutions, his Majefty’s fidelity towards his allies, 
his quality of guarantee of the treaty of Weftpha- 
lia, his conftant zeal for the quiet and fafety of 
Germany, would induce him to take part in this 
war, and that by this diverfion they fhould weaken 
the efforts, which France was obliged to make by 
fea, for defending itfelf againft the Englifh. 

The court of Hanover has not forgot its advan- 
tages in the plan, which it has formed for itfelf. 
As the interefts of the Britifh nation have for a 
long time been fubordinate to the Ele&or’s conve- 
niency, it had two views relative to the latter-, the 
firft of procuring to his Electoral Highnefs large 
fubfidies, by arming the Hanoverians for fupport- 
ing the King of Pruffia’s enterprizes, and thus 
weaken the King’s operations for the defence of 
the liberty of the Empire, and that of the ftates 
of the allies. 
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The feconcl view has been to convert the war 
of Germany into a religious war, in order to gain 
tothemfelves thefupportof the proteftant Princes. 
Hence a double advantage was to refult : if thefe 
Princes by their fuccours facilitated the execution 
of the defigns of their Britannic and Pruffian Ma- 
jefcies, an increafe of authority and power was 
tints procured to the Ele&or of Hanover, to the 
detriment of his neighbours, both catholic and 
proteffants ; and this is known to have long been 
the favourite object of his ambition : if, on the 
other hand, the luccefles fliould fail, a great part 
of the damages to be fuftained was to be thrown 
on the allied Princes. 

When the war, which had been meditated by 
the King of England, Elector of Hanover, in 
concei t with the King of Pruffia, had broke out 
in Germany *, the ideas, which thefe two Princes 
had formed from the King’s fidelity to his engage- 
ments, were not miitaken j the ftates of the Em- 
pire attacked by the King of Pruflia, together 
with the Princes, who had moft at heart the Ger- 
mannic fyflem, applied for afliftance to his Ma- 
jefty, both as an ally of the Empire and guarantee 
of the treaty of Weftphalia, as in virtue of his 
alliances merely defenfive with feveral courts of 
Germany •, and though the King was engaged in 
a perfonal and onerous war with England, he did 
not hefitate to form the generous refolution of 
employing the greatefl pajt of his forces in the 
defence of his allies, and the maintenance of the 
laws of the Empire, and of the Germannic fyltem, 

threatned 
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threat ned with a total fubverfion from their Britan- A - D- 

I 7 C S 

nic and Pruflian Majcfties, both as Kings and /5 
Electors. 

The King of England was confcious, that every 
kind of reafon authorifed his Majefty not to make 
the chimerical diftin&ion, he was for eftablifhing 
betwixt his quality of King and that of Elector ; 
efpecially when one raifes a war and pays the cofts, 
and the other takes upon him the execution of it. 

At length the Hanoverians having provoked 
his Majefty’s troops by hoftilities of every kind, 
the moment came for repelling force by force, 
and to make them and their allies repent of their 
outrages •, and victory feconded the juftice of the 
King’s arms, by the fucceftive advantages which 
the French troops obtained over them. 

They then come to the convention of Clofter- 
Seven, as follows : 

But the King’s generous fentiments have never 
fhone with greater lultre than in the capitulation 
of Clofter-Seven. The Hanoverian army being 
forced to fly before that of the Marihal de Riche- 
lieu, had been obliged, as its laft fhifr, to betake 
itfelf to Stade. In a more dangerous condition 
it could not be. It was the concern of the Duke 
of Cumberland, General of the Hanoverians, be- 
fides fearing the juft difcontent of his allies, which 
w r as near breaking out, to fave his troops from the 
total deftruction, with which they were threatned, 
to fecure the treafure of the King his father, and 
to hinder the dutchies of Bremen and Yerden from 
becoming the theatre of the war, and to exempt 

all 
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all the King of England’s dominions in Germany 
from the miferies confecutive to a general defeat, 
and which by a concurrence of circumftances would 
have been but too juft ifiable. 

It was no favourable conjuncture for foftening 
the victor. The King of England was fending 
away a very ftrong fquadron, with land forces, for 
a defcent, with a defign of making themfelves 
mailers of Rochefort, or at leaft burn the docks, 
the ftorehoufes ; in a word, to commit all polfible 
hoftilities on the coaft of France. 

Befides many fubjefts of apprehenfions for the 
defeated party, there was one of greater weight 
than all the others ; pall experience feemed to have 
infpired a grounded miflruft of any propofal from 
the King of England, Ele<5tor of Hanover; of 
this the Duke of Cumberland had recent proofs. 
After he had been obliged to retreat into the 
dutchyof Bremen, he had propofed a neutrality, 
and it was refufed him ; he had acquainted the 
French miniftry, that he was authorifea by full 
powers from the King his father, to treat of a 
peace, of a neutrality, or of a preliminary ac- 
commodation ; and the King, faithful to his allies, 
would hearken to no propofal but in conceft with 
them. 

From all thefe reafons, the Duke of Cumber- 
land did not believe that he fhould be able, by 
himfelf, to obtain the capitulation, which alone 
could fecure him from all the feveral dangers he 
had to fear; but being informed of the King’s 
great regard for the King of Denmark, his ally* 

he 
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he Implored the affiftance of that Prince, and got A - P* 
a celfation of arms to be propofed to the Marfhal ,/j8 ‘ 
de Richelieu by the hegociation of the Count de 
Lynar, the King of Denmark’s minifter, and 
under his Danifh Majefty’s guarantee. 

Ori this propofal the Marfhal deliberated which 
was beft for the Empire, to grant or refufe the 
capitulation. By the latter he anfwered the King’s 
juft vengeance ; in the former he confidered the 
advantages of keeping the Hanoverians and their 
allies inactive during the remainder of the war* 
and confequently of refervinghis troops for march- 
ing without delay to Halberftadt, and by the ce- 
lerity of his operations to haften the evacuation of 
Saxony, and the reftoration of the peace in Ger- 
many. As the King’s fentiments were perfedtly 
known to him, he immediately preferred that 
meafure, which he judged might be moft beneficial 
to the Empire and the allies of France, and he 
granted the capitulation or military convention, 
which the Duke of Cumberland offered to him 
through the Count de Lynar. 

The King, fuch was his teal for his allied and 
for the Empire, approved of the Marfhal de Riche- 
lieu’s condudr, and to ftrengthen the capitulation 
propofed the adding of fome explications, which 
fhould fo clearly fix its meaning, as to obviate 
any mifinterpre tat ions. Thefe explications were 
of the following tenor. 

1. That the ceffation of hoftilities fhould Iaft 
during the whole time of the prefent war* 
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' 2. That the Hanoverian troops, which were to 

go on the other fide of the Elbe into the dutchy 
of Lawenburg, fhould not come out of it, and, 
together with the troops remaining on this fide, 
fhould not commit any hoftility neither againft the 
King, nor againft his allies ; ancj that the French 
troops likewife fhould not commit any hoftilities 
againft them. 

3. That no Englifh troops fhould be admitted 
into the dutchies of Bremen and Verden. 

4. That the troops, both the Hanoverians and 
thofe of the auxiliaries, fhould not ferve during 
the prefent war, either againft the King, or againft 
his allies, nor join thofe of the King of England, 
nor thofe of his allies. 

Had there on the fide of the court of Hanover 
been the fame good faith as op the King’s fide, 
thefe explications would have met with no diffi- 
culty. 

The fenfe they offer had been contained in the 
conventions of the 8th and 10th of September, 
either in equivalent terms, or by a natural infer- 
ence ; and fo juft were they, that the Count de 
Lynar, to whom they were delivered, judged them 
to be the true meaning, in which the convention 
had been underftood : and the court of Copen- 
hagen was of the fame opinion. 

They then endeavoured to ihew, that thefe ex- 
plications were virtually contained in the conven- 
tion, that though not agreed to, the convention 
remained in full force, and that the Danifli nftni- 
fter was of this opinion. After this they go into 
i a long 
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a Ions and tedious account of the behaviour of A. D 

0 . I7r8. 

the Hanoverians, Heffians, and Wolfenbuttlers, ' 5 
and the methods which the Hanoverian Generals 
took to deceive the French General, by making 
him believe, that they were refolved to obferve 
punctually the convention, while at the fame time 
they were concerting with the King of Pruffia, 
and preparing to recommence hoftilities, as foon 
as they (hould find a favourable opportunity, by 
the French army’s being difperfed into winter 
quarters •, and this fecond part they conclude as 
follows. 

“ One reflection fhall put a period to this de- 
tail. If the Duke of Cumberland afked to capi- 
tulate, it was becaufe he found himfelf in a criti- 
cal pofition, and juftly feared that, fhould the 
Marfhal de Richelieu attack him, he would ruin 
the Hanoverian army • irretrievably* and make 
himfelf matter of the town of Stade, and of the 
depofitum lodged there. Had not his fituation 
been fo dangerous in every refpect, can it be fup- 
pofed that a Prince, whofe courage all Europe has 
beheld, would have alked to capitulate at the 
head of an army of near 40,000 men, under the 
cannon of the town, and in a poft of difficult 
accefs and well intrenched ? But this Prince, whofe 
capacity gave him to perceive, that no retreat re- 
mained for him in cafe he ffiould be beaten, pre-* 
ferred the glory of faying the King his father’s 
troops, and thofeof his allies, to the vain honour 
of fighting the King’s army, without any ground- 
ed hope of fuccefs. The more of his felf-love he 
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A. D. had by this ftep facrificed to the good of man- 

,/;>8 ‘ kind, and the intereft of the King his father, the 
more facred and inviolable did the capitulation, 
•which he had afked and obtained, become to him. 
It is unqueftionable in the rules of honour and 
war, that a capitulation is never to be afked of an 
enemy till at an extremity ; but when reduced to 
it, it is not lawful to employ thofe arms againft 
him, which by promife were to be laid down. 
Honour would look on fuch a procedure with in- 
dignation ; and if private perfons deteft a treachery 
of this nature, is it not ftill more unworthy of 
fovereigns, who are the protestors of good faith, 
and who are more concerned than private perfons 
to preferve their glory and reputation ? 

Accordingly the Duke of Cumberland, by laying 
down his military employments, was for faving 
himfelf the infamy of breaking fuch facred en- 
gagements ; he has proved by that Hep, that he 
is incapable of being fo far wanting to himfelf ; 
but in fheltering his own honour, why has he not 
been afraid of expofing that of the King his fa- 
ther ? 

If the King of England, Elector of Hanover, 
on his receiving advice of the capitulation had dif- 
owned the Duke of Cumberland his general and 
fon, ftill would the King have had caufe of com- 
plaint, military conventions not requiring a rati- 
fication ; but, at leaft, there would have been in 
this proceeding an appearance of good faith. But 
to temporize during near three months, in feeking 
occafion for breaking the capitulation with impu- 


the LATE WAR. 

nity, let the French army march away for Hal- 
berftadt, wait till it was feparated in the bad fea- 
fon, lay hold of the circumftances of a check to 
come out of the prefcribed limits, under pretence 
of extending quarters, afterwards taking advan- 
tageous ports, equally contrary to the convention •, 
make every difpofition for the fiege of Harbourg, 
without any previous declaration of war*, and 
when all thefe preparations are made, and the 
enemy is thought to be fufficiently weakened and 
deceived, to be fought with advantage, to declare 
to him, that hoftilities are to be renewed, and that 
the capitulation is looked on as broken, at the 
very fame moment that the troops are marching 
to him, and his ports are attacked ; to engage one 
Prince, by feducement, to violate this capitulation, 
and to hinder another by open force from execut- 
ing it •, to imprifon the general of the latter, and 
detain his troops, and take away his r fon from 
him •, to make him ferve as an inftrument to the 
treachery *, this is trampling on the law of nations, 
on the laws of juftice, honour, and good faith *, 
the rights of the fovereignty of the States of the 
Empire*, the ties of nature and of blood ; it is to 
fear neither the judgment of cotemporaries, or of 
pofterity ■, it is wilfully branding one’s life and 
memory with an indelible mark of infamy *, in a 
word, it is daring to fet up and give a fanftion to 
the pernicious maxim, “ That every means is 
lawful to obtain one’s end.” 

Principles and procedures fo heinous are to be 
attributed only to the artifices and evil councils of 

r This alludes to the Duke of Brunfwick. See p. 123. vol. iih 
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A. D. corrupt minifters. To lufpeiSt Princes themfelves 
*' 58, of fuch principles, would be wanting to the refpect 
due to them. 

After the preceding faithful reprefentation of 
the King’s conduct, and that of the King of Eng- 
land, Ele&or of Hanover, all Europe, and efpe- 
cially Germany, may eafily judge of the differ- 
ence of the intentions of thefe two Princes, and 
it is hoped, that they will impute the blame of the 
confequences of this war to thofe only, who, in 
contempt of all laws and all rules, have again 
taken up arms to hinder the conclufion of it. 

This is the caufe of a]l fovereigns, but efpeci- 
ally that of the Empire 5 it being the bad faith 
of the Hanoverians, which has retarded the fuccefs 
of the King’s operations for refloring the peace 
of Germany ; and their unjuft and violent pro- 
ceedings, both towards the King and the Duke 
of Brunfwick, are a frefh breach of the public 
peace, and of the treaties of "Weftphalia. 

The King will omit nothing to acquit himfelf 
of what he owes to his dignity, injured by the 
outrage done him by the court of Hanover. As 
to the Germannic body, his Majefty will redou- 
ble his efforts for prelerving it from the new 
dangers with which it is threatened j and fulfil 
the engagements he has entered into both with 
his allies and the Empire. He is perfuaded that 
the Electors, Princes, and States, will do juftice 
to the uprightnefs and generofity of his fentiments j 
and he with the greater confidence hopes they will 
fecond his meafures and operations, as agreeably 

to 
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to the wifh and refolution of the diet, they tend A. D 
only to fuccour the allies of France, to maintain ,/)1J 
the Germannic fyftem, and to reftore order and 
peace in Germany. 5 * 

This manifefto, to blind the eyes of the its mo- 
neutral potentates, and to put the beft glofs upon mcs ‘ 
their caufe, by a new commifforial decree to the 
dyet of the Empire, for afiiftance againft the King 
of Pruffia s , was loon followed by a refolu- 
tion 

5 His Imperial Majefty, • after having capitulated therein 
the efforts he has jointly made with France, to defend the 
liberty of the Empire, to deliver the Saxon territories from the 
yoke they groan under, and reftore tranquillity to Germany, 
takes notice of the conftant oppofition his Pruflian Majefty has 
perfifted in, by paying as little refpedl to the citation to ap, 
pear and anfwer to the ban of the Empire iflued againft him, 
as Ele&or of Erandenburgh, as to the refolutions, which his 
Imperial Majefty and the Empire took, in confequence of the 
meafures he purfued, till the battle of the 5th of November f 
near Rofbach : upon which the Emperor obferves, that though 
the attempt made on that occafion did not anfwer the end, for 
which the army of the Empire, and that of France, marched 
towards Saxony ; yet the lofs they fuftained did not hinder 
them from keeping at hand to proteft the ftates of the Em- 
pire, that might have been expofed to new vexations, The 
decree concludes with thefe terms : 

“ We perceive but too plainly the defign formed by the 
King of Pruffia, Eleftor of Brandenburg, to carry his rebel- 
lion to the higheft pitch- Confequently, it is neceflary to 
oppofe him by all poflible means, and for this purpofe to 
make ufe of all the forces that can be employed therein. 

His Imperial Majefty, by his refcript of the 31ft of May laft, 
has already apprized the circles of the Upper Rhine and Swa- 
bia, of the projeft, which the King of Pruffia, Eleftor of Bran- 
denburgh, feemed to have formed for making irruptions into all 
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•A. D. tion in the French council to recal the Duke of 
I?:>8 ' Richelieu. He was fuperceded by the Count de 
Clermont Clermont, occafioned by the difguft of the whole 
the ei M deS arm y Lower Saxony, with their marfhal and 
Duke de commander in chief, for his mifbehaviour towards 
Riciieheu. 0 f£ cers ^ anc j ne gle£t of the foldiers ; who were 

reduced to a moft defpicable condition, for want of 
necefiaries, by his rapacioufnefs. 

Landgrave During the winter ceflation of arms we met 
Carters^ with a m °ft forbidding inftance of trufi: to the 
treaty with fidelity and firmnefs of a German ally, in the, 
Landgrave of Hefie Cafiel. A fubfidiary ally, 
retained by a large penfion in time of peace, when 
his friendfhip could not avail ; and whofe enmity 
can never hurt Great Britain, but in fuch con- 
junctures, when foreign and domeftic quarrels 
or commotions fhall require an auxiliary aid : 
But expefting, from appearances, that the caufe 
of Hanover was in a lofing condition, this merce- 
nary ally, though a principal in the difpute, and 
connected with Great Britain by the ties of folemn 

the Hates of the Empire, one after another, in order to draw 
from them, by oppreflive methods, new fupplies ; to conftrain 
the ruined fubjedts thereof to enlift in his troops, and by this 
means to effedt the total definition of the Empire. His Im- 
perial Majefly therefore expets, that the Eletors, Princes 
and States of the Empire in general, and every one of them 
in particular, will perfift in the zeal they have hitherto fhewn, 
and redouble their efforts to give the Prince of Saxe-Hild- 
burghaufen the neceflary fupplies for maintaining the troops, 
nnd every thing requifite, in order to oppofe in the moft vi- 
gorous manner an Eletor who menaces the whole Empire, 
flnd prevent hjs penetrating into the moft diftant circles. Sec.'' 

treaties. 
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treaties, and of gratitude and honour, fued to be A. D. 

I7cg 

inlifted into the fervice of our common enemy. 

He commifiioned the minifter of the Duke de 
Deuxponts, to prefent and negociate a plan at 
Verfailles in his name, by which the Landgrave 
of HefTe CafTel propofed to enter into no engage- 
ment againft the King of France and his allies: 
to give no afiiftance diredbly nor indiredtly to the 
enemies of his Majefty and his allies : never to 
give his vote in the general or particular aflemblies 
of the Empire, againft his Majefty’s intereft ; but 
to employ his intereft, jointly with France, to 
quiet the troubles of the Empire *, and to engage 
his troops, then in the Hanoverian army, to ferve 
France : on condition that they Ihould not adt in 
the prefent war againft his Britannic Majefty : 
that his dominions Ihould be immediately re- 
stored in the condition they were in, when fub- 
dued by the French forces ; exempt from all fu- 
ture contributions of all kinds ; guaranteed, and 
effectually defended againft any attack made upon 
them in refentment of this convention ; and ex- 
cufed from furnifhing his contingent in the army 
of the Empire, and from paying the Roman 
months. 

The fame ftate- trick was played by the Duke of Treaty of 
Brunfwick, whofe confanguinity with his Britannic 
Majefty might have pofleffed him with better fenti- ^ ick witlj 
ments. The Duke fubmitted to the following 
terms of neutrality. That the cities of Brunfwick 
and Wolfenbuttle fhould receive a French garri- 
fon, duing fhe war, which might ufe at their plea- 

fure 
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A d. fore the artillery, arms and military ftores found 

* ? 5 g - j n t he m : That the Duke’s forces fhould be re- 
called from the Hanoverian army, difbanded, dif- 
afined and fworn not to ferve againft the King or 
his allies during the war. That he fhould be al- 
lowed a body-guard of one battalion of foot and 
two fqiiadrons of horfe, 'fubjedt to the regulations 
made by the M. Duke de Richelieu and the in- 
tendant of his army : That the Duke fhould pay 
the Roman months, and fupply his contingent to 
the Imperial army : and that he fhould vote in 
the dyet at Ratifbon, conformable to the refolu- 
tions approved and confirmed by the Emperor : 
On condition of his being reftored to the favour of 
the French King, that neither his revenues nor 
treafure fhould be touched, nor his adminiftration 
of juftice invaded, and that nothing further fhould 
be demanded of him, but winter-quarters for the 
corps deflined to pafs the winter in the dukedom 
of Brunfwick. 

This convention with France and Auftria was 
figned at Vienna, by his minifter, fo early as on 
the 20th day qf September 1757, but neither the 
Landgrave, nor this Duke had it in their power to 
perform their parts of thofe covenants. The dif- 
patch, with which the Brunfwick treaty was nego- 
tiated at Vienna, hurried its ratification. But 
the delay which the Heffian treaty met with, in 
the confufed court of Verfailles, protra&ed the 
figning thereof till a reverfe of their fortune in- 
fpired the Landgrave with fentiments more to his 

ad* 
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advantage, which, at all times, feems to have A. D. 
been his ruling maxim* l 7S s » 

As for the Duke of Brunfwick, it appears, from His com- 
his expoftulatory letter to Prince Ferdinand, his 
brother, inverted with the command of the Hano- PnnceFer 

• i /» • i . _ (inland, 

venan army, and reluming the operations of war, 
after the convention of Clorter-Seven, againft 
the French j that he was refolved to avail himfelf 
of a neutrality, on the conditions above- recited. 

In which the Duke complained that the Prince 
had feduced his troops, decoyed his fon and dis- 
graced his family ; threatening to ufe force for en- 
forcing a compliance to his commands, if his fon 
did not, according to his command, quit the army 
and make the tour of Holland ; and if his troops 
were not fent home to be difarmed and difbanded. 
However Prince Ferdinand remained firm in his 
refolution. He kept both the troops and the 
Duke’s fon, with their own confpnt j and their brar 
very and fuccefs, in a little time, infpired the fa- 
ther with better fentiments, in regard to his con- 
nedions with his new allies ; reconciled him to 
his fon, and made him to approve of meafures 
quite contrary to the treaty he had made with the 
enemies of his Britannic Majefty, Eledor of Ha- 
nover. 

Neverthelefs, by this defedion of the Heflians Remaik<j 
and Brunl'wickers, the French gained fome con- thereon, 
fiderable advantages. It accounts for the civi- 
lities and progrefs their arms met with in the 
Landgravate of Heflfe ; which country, had it been 
pnder the dominion of a fart, uncorrupt, fteady 

friend 
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friend to England, might have given the French 
fuch a check, as to have prevented many difafters 
both to that Landgravate and to their neighbour- 
ing ftates. And it put the Duke de Richelieu in 
quiet pofieftion of Brunfwick without a ftroke, or 
lofs of time. 

Under all thefe difadvantages Prince Ferdinand, 
by detached parties, kept the French army, even 
to the gates of Brunfwick, in continual alarm, 
and cleared the whole territory of Bremen. This 
progrefs of the Hanoverian army, threatning an 
entire repulfe of the parties polled by the French 
in that part of the country, the Duke de Broglio 
was detached with a confiderable body of troops, 
drawn out of Otterfbourg, Rothenburg, &c. and 
advanced toward Bremen. He threatned the in- 
habitants with the utmoft rigour of military exe- 
cution, in cafe they dared to make any oppofition. 
The deputies fent by the magiftrates to know his 
will, and defiring time to deliberate, could ob- 
tain no other anfwer, than “ not a moment can 
** be allowed, — the Duke de Richelieu’s orders 
“ are peremptory, and admit of no delay.” How- 
ever the magiftrates were not intimidated. But 
when the inhabitants faw the heavy cannon brought 
up within mufket-fhot of their city, fcaling lad- 
ders fixed to their walls, and the gates ready to be 
forced open, they, by earned importunity, pre- 
vailed with them to comply with the demand of 
the French general. But not till he had pro- 
mifed, upon his honour, that no violence fhould be 
ofleied, nor alteration fhould be made to the preju- 
dice 
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dice of their rights, privileges and government, A * D - 
nor to the liberty, religion and commerce of the 1 7 
inhabitants. How honourably Broglio would have 
kept his word is uncertain. For, on the 21ft of The 
February, Prince Ferdinand being joined by a before' ^ 
body of Pruffian horfe, under the command of PfinceFa-- 

J . dinand's 

Prince George of Holftein Gottorp, marched with armj. 
the main body of his army, to drive the French 
from thence. In his way he diflodged them from 
Rattenburg, garrifoned by 1 50 men, who were 
made prifoners of war, after fix hours refiftance : 
and from Otterfberg, which the Prince found de- 
ferted *, but they had left all their artillery and 
ammunition. Verden was alfo evacuated on ad- 
vice of his approach. His Highnefs then di- 
rected his march to Bremen, of which he took 
quiet pofleffion, the French having quitted that 
city on the 24th of February. 

Here Prince Ferdinand received advicefthat the Their ml- 
Marfhal Duke de Richelieu was fuperceded in his fera ^! e . 

1 condition. 

command by the Count de Clermont, and that 
the new commander only waited the return of a 
courier to determine the ulterior operations of the 
French army in Lower Saxony, which was re- 
duced to fuch a weak ftate by the accidents of 
war, the want of necefifariCs, the feverity of the 
feafon, and by ficknefs, that it was not in a con- 
dition either to take the field, or to maintain their 
conquefts. Count de Clermont found his coun- 
trymen in fuch a deplorable condition, that he 
wrote to his fovereign, cc He found his Majefty’s 
“ army divided into three bodies, one above 

“ ground, 
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A D. “ ground, who were become a parcel of thieves 
“ and vagabonds, and all in rags-, another un~ 
“ der ground * and the third in the hofpitals. 5 ’ 
Therefore he defired his Majefty’s inflru&ions* 
whether he fhould endeavour to bring the firft 
away, or whether he fhould flay til] it had joined 
the other two. 

Difficulties Be that as it will, it is apparent that Clermont 
mounted*" been h urr i e d away to the army with fuch 
de c°e Unt ^ a ^ c ’ f° r ^" ear a 6 ener ^ rnutiny, that he neither 
mont. carried difcretionary orders along with him, nor 
proper inftrudlions for withdrawing his army from 
that country. And his bad circumflances were fo 
perfedtly known to Prince Ferdinand, that this 
vigilant and wife general refolved to give him no 
time to mend his condition, or to recruit his de- 
plorable remnant. 

Refolves to Ftom Bremen his Serene Highnefs refolved to 
retire. direft h>$ rout by Floya, to Hanover and Brunf- 
wick; and to drive the enemy before him out of 
Evacuates his Majefly’s Electoral dominions. And where- 
Hanover. eyer advanced parties appeared the enemy re- 
tired with fuch precipitation, that they left all 
their fick, great part of their artillery, ammuni- 
tion and baggage : and many of thofe, that fled, 
were either killed or taken prifoners. 

Hoya fur- The only fland, this once formidable army 
rtndus. f eerne( j f 0 make againft the Hanoverians was at 
Hoya, a flrong fort upon the Wefer. Here the 
Count de Chabot was polled with a confiderable 
detachment to difpute the paflage of that river. 
Prince Ferdinand being informed of this refolu- 

tiori, 
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tion, in his way to Bremen, gave orders, on the A. D. 
23d of February, to the hereditary Prince of 17j8 * 
Brunfwick, to repair thither with two battalions 
of Hanoverians, two of the Brunfwick troops, 
and a confiderable number of light troops, chaf- 
feurs and huflars, and diflodge the enemy from 
that poll. — The hereditary Prince marched ac- 
cordingly, and after a vigorous defence, and the 
lofs of many men on the part of the enemy, he 
forced them, with bayonets fixed, to furrender; 
and made between 14 and 1500 men prifoners of 
war. But Count de Chabot threw himielf, with 
two battalions, into the caftle •, by which means 
he obtained an honourable capitulation, on the 
23d in the evening, to retire with his two batta- 
lions, leaving behind them their baggage and ma- 
gazines. The whole lofs in killed and wounded 
did not amount # to 100 on the part of the heredi- 
tary Prince f . 

The 

1 Ext raft of a report from a Hanoverian ojfcer to Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick . 

Hoya, Feb. 24- 

In purfuance of your orders, the Prince hereditary of Brunf- 
wick began to march toDoevern, ycfterday the 23d, at feven 
o’clock in the morning : It was eleven when we arrived there, 
being obliged to wait for the hufiars and dragoons. From 
thence we marched towards Bremen, where, as we were in- 
formed, there were fome floats of timber: We found but one p 
and two or three fmall boats, which might ferve to carry 
about eight men each. We were too far advanced to think 
of retiring; and befides, the intelligence we had endeavoured 
to procure about the place, and the difpofitions made by the 
enemy for its fecuri'ty, gave us fome profpeft of fuccefs. We 
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The reduftion of Hoya cleared the way to Zell* 
Hanover and Brunfwick, on the north fide of 

the 

then detached 30 huflars upon our left to Haflel, and Lieute- 
nant Engel, with ten men for the van. Lieutenant Luckner 
pafled the Wefer with 30 more, in order to cover our right 
The battalion of Oberg, and the fquadron of dragoons, were 
deftined to make a feint attack on the left fide of the Wefer. 
The three other battalions were to pafs the river, and enter 
the back part of the town. As we had but one float, the 
paflage of the troops over the river took up much time; and 
the wind rofe fo high, that after one half of the firft battalion 
of Brunfwick guards had palled, the other half was feparated 
by it. Upon this, it was refolved to leave the reft on the 
other fide, viz. one battalion of Oberg's, the fecond batta- 
lion of the Brunfwick guards, the remainder of the firft bat- 
talion of that regiment, and the Heflian fquadron. Between 
four and five o’clock we marched with the regiment of Haufs, 
a part of the firft battalion, and a haubitzer. When we 
were got upon the caufeway, about a mile and a half from 
the town, through fome miftake, which might have coft us 
very dear, our detachment fired upon four of the enemy’s 
dragoons that were patrolling. This firing was caught from 
one to another, and at laft became general. This unlucky 
accident was more than fufhcient to difcover us, and bring us 
into the greateft diftrefs. However, a bold countenance upon 
the occafion became neceflary ; and we marched on, with the 
utmoft diligence, to the town. We met, at firft, with no op- 
pofition, and advanced as far as the bridge: There the fire 
grew exceeding fmart, yet we never gave ground, though we 
were fo hard pulhed. But, as the whole detachment could 
not equally be brought up, the Prince hereditary formed the 
defign of turning the enemy, and accordingly marched with that 
part of his firft battalion that crofted the river with him. It 
was neceflary, for that purpofe, to go round the town, and 
to pafs through a garden and a houfe, and fo attack the ene- 
my in the rear. This fucceeded ; and the bayonet fixed was 
chiefly ufed on this occafion ; fo that it may be faid, huma- 
nity 
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the Wefcr, and commanded the country, as far as A. D. 
Minden on the fouth fide of that river. A great I/Sb ' 

number 

nity fuffered for the (laughter that then happened. The ene- 
my abandoned the bridge, and the Prince joined the Hanove- 
rians again. The regiment of Britanny, and fome parties of 
dragoons, were upon their march ; and as we did not find 
ourfelves abfolutely fure of keeping this pod, the capitulation 
hereafter-mentioned was granted. The Lorraine guards are 
demolifhed. I cannot yet exadly tell their lofs, but it is very 
great. On our fide Major Kropf is mortally wounded. Cap- 
tain Koppelow has a flight wound in his thigh. There are 
two men killed, and ten wounded, among the fubalterns and 
private men. The regiment of Haufs had twelve men killed, 
and fixty wounded. The officers, who particularly diftin- 
guilhed themfelves, were M. de laMotte, who has aded with 
great prudence and courage. Lieutenant Engel commanded 
the attack on the left fide of the river, and did alone, by his 
well-judged condud, fix the enemy’s whole attention, which - 
cannot be fufficiently commended. Captain Bourbon, of 
Haufs’s, behaved extremely well. MeiT. Riclder, Koppelow 
the captain, and his brother the lieutenant, as well as enfign 
Vitzhum, have all behaved as men of courage and honour 
ought to do. 

By the capitulation of Hoya, the garrifon went out with all 
the honours of war, and the officers with their baggage. The 
Count de Chabot gave his parole of honour, to deliver up all 
the cannon, ammunition, and provifions, belonging to the 
French King. All the prifoners taken during the adion, as 
well officers as private men, to be treated as fuch ; but the 
chaplains, furgeons, and officers fervants, to be releafed. 

Lift of the French frifoners of war, taken at the attack of 
Hoya , Feb. 23. 

Of the regiment of Britanny, two captains, three lieute- 
nants, three of them wounded ; 56 private, 1 5 of whom wound- 
ed. Of Gardes Lorraines, five captains, fix lieutenants, four 
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A. D. number of French huffars of Poleretfky’s regiment 
J7s8 ’ had taken poll at Nord Drebber. Againft whom 

the 

of them wounded ; 305 private, 27 of whom wounded. — Of 
the royal voluntiers, one lieutenant, one private. — Of gens 
d’armes, one captain.— Of the meftre de camp general, one 
aid major, and 28 private. — Harcourt's dragoons, two pri- 
vate. — Dampier's horfe, one ditto, 19 officers, and eight com- 
miflaries. — Sick made prifoners in the hofpital at Merafen 
250. — In all 670. 

An ahjlracl cf a letter from a French offxcr at Bremen . 

“ I was going to write to you from Bremen, when, on the 
24th paft in the morning, we were informed that the heredi- 
tary Prince of Brunfwick had ftormed and taken Hoya, which 
was bravely defended by M. de Chabot, with the regiment of 
Gardes Lorraines, two companies of grenadiers, fome piquets 
of the regiment of Bretagne, and a detachment of Meflre de 
Camp dragoons. Finding himfelf furrounded on all Tides, 
and upon the point of being forced, after a confiderable lofs 
of men, he retired into the Old Caftle, where he capitulated, 
and obtained the liberty to withdraw to the next French poll, 
with all the troops be had with him, except fuch as were in- 
tercepted, and which have been made prifoners of war. 
This happened on the 23d in the evening, and followed the 
taking of Verden, w'hich IW. de St. Chamans found himfelf 
obliged to abandon on the 20th, and to retire towards Bremen, 
on account of the great floods. It was then, on the 24th in 
the morning, that we heard at Bremen of the fate of Hoya ; 
and M. de St. Germain, judging that he could not be of any 
ufe in this poll to Count Clermont, immediately refolved to 
abandon it, after he had fent orders to all the regiments, as 
well foot as horfe and dragoons, to repair, rhat fame evening, 
to Baffum. He left Bremen, and charged me with the care of 
evacuating it, as foon as the artillery and the baggage of the 
garrifon Ihould have been fent aw r ay ; which I executed about 
two o'clock in the afternoon. The hofpital and magazines 

were 


the Pruflian hufiars of the advanced guard were 
detached $ and they executed their inftructions fo 

effe&u- 

wsre left at Bremen for want of carriages and time, having 
no particular charge of them. I happily rejoined M. de St. 
Germain in the night at Baflum. We patted the night under 
arms, becaufe we were not far from Hoya, and uninformed 
of the defigns of the enemy. On the 25th we patted the 
Hunte, and quartered at Wildhufen, which place we quitted 
oh the 26th at ten in the morning, in order to proceed to 
Vecht, and, upon intelligence that a colonel of foot, whofe 
force we were ignorant of, had croffed the Hunte, we came 
and patted the night of the 28th at Forde, and arrived the 
day before yefterday at this place, where we found the regi- 
ment of Champagne, the regiment of colonel general dra- 
goons, and two feglmehts of horfe. The remains of the 
Gardes Lorraines, who are about 200 men (for the broken 
companies, which capitulated with M. de Chabot at Hoya, 
were gone with a like number atNienburg) joined us two days 
ago by the route by Quakenbrugge, and were fent yefterday 
to efcorte our heavy baggage to Munfter, becaufe there was 
not fufficient forage here for their fubttftence. 

As there is a great want of difcipline^ and the Tpirit of ma- 
rauding is not eafily rooted out, we have many ftragglers in 
our march, that either are already, or will be, made prifoners. 
At Hoya were taken the baggage of the Prince de Beauveau, 
Comte de Laval, and Due de Coigny, and likewife thofe of 
M. de Lille-Boune, and of the regiment of Harcourt. M. 
de Lavalette has alfo loft feme things ; and fome peafant-wag- 
gons, laden with the effects ofM.deSt. Germain, fell into 
the hands of the Hanoverians at Wildhufen. We have no 
dirett news of the Comte de Clermont ; we have only juft 
learnt, by an officer, who quitted Hanover on the 26th, that 
the general was acquainted with the abandoning of Eremen, 
which he had much approved of. Our corps here [at Ofna- 
burg] actually confifts of 19 battalions, 12 fquadrons of dra- 
goons, and as many horfe> without including the corps under 
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effectually, that after a great flaughter, they 
brought off 300 horfes, a pair of kettle-drums, 
ten Standards, 130 huffars, two lieutenants, two 
captains, and their Colonel Poleretlky dangeroufly 
wounded. 

While thefe detachments carried all before 
them, the terror and panic of the enemy in- 
creafed at the motion of the main army, which 
Prince Ferdinand marched in two divifions, one 
on the right and the other on the left of the We- 
fer. So that nothing was thought of at Zell, 
Hanover and Brunfwick, but how to retreat with 
the greateft fafety, not only from the victorious 
troops advancing apace to drive them out, but 
from the enraged peafants and inhabitants, whom 
they had robbed and ruined, with the molt in- 
human a£ts of rapine and oppreftion. Indeed, there 
was no alternative. They could not truft to their 
own ftrength for defence. They muff retire in the 
belt manner they could and quickly. The ftrength 
of the Electorate was at their gates. Accordingly 
Zell was evacuated, on the 26th of February, by 
the two generals the Marquis Armentieres and 
the Marquis de Rochepine, and the garrifon un- 
der their command. Hanover city, on the 28th 
of the fame month, by the Prince de Clermont 
and the Duke de Randan ; in whole commenda- 
tion for the fingle and only a< 5 t of humanity done 
by his countrymen in the progrefs of their arms 

M. de Chabot. Yefterday we fixed upon a pofition here, to 
wait for and fight the enemy, if they arrive, unlefs we receive 
orders to the contrary.” 


hitherto. 
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hitherto, we read a moll fevere reflexion upon the 
conduct of the French nation, That they are, by 
far, the molt unpolite and cruel of all chriflian 
nations. This governor of Hanover city did no 
more u than prevent the foldiers plundering the 

poor 

u They referred the payment of the arrears of the heavy 
contributions, and carried off Baron Munchaufen, counfellor 
of the regency, and Monf. d’Hardenburg, a privy-counfellor, 
as hofiages for the fame. 

Extra ft of a letter from a gentleman at Zell to his friend at 
London , dated March g. 

Since the 14th of Auguft we have been plagued with the 
French ; from that time we have had forty troopers quartered 
in our houfe, whom we have been obliged to furnifh with 
beds, fire, candles and greens. They have ruined our houfe, 
furniture, gardens, pales, Sc c. They have taken by force 
our hay, corn. Sec . and left us nothing, fo that we were ob- 
liged to fell and kill our cows, and fometimes we have been 
three days together without bread. This misfortune has hap- 
pened to every body. We have been robbed befides of our 
pewter, copper, and many other things of value. We are a 
ruined people in this country, and God knows how we fhall 
or can maintain ourfelves and get bread for our families. 
What we have loft amounts to many thoufand crowns ; nay, 
we cannot yet juftly tell what our Ioffes are. The hofpital of 
St. Ann’s, the orphan houfe, with the children in it, and the 
whole Friken Wiefe is burnt by the French. 

On the 14th of December the French burnt, juft behind our 
houfe, fourteen veffels from Bremen, laden with vi&uals ; fo 
that we expefted every moment to fee our houfes on fire. 
The lofs of thofe veffels amounted to more than 550,000 
crowns, and nothing was faved out of them ; fo that the mer- 
chants at Bremen have been great fufferers thereby. I am not 
able to give you a true defeription of our circumftances : it 
would melt the heart of a barbarian to behold our condition ; 
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poor citizens, before they themfelves ran away ; and 
ordered the magazines of provifions, which they 
could not remove, nor fell at a low price, to be 
diftributed to the necefiitous poor inhabitants ; 
on whom they had lived fcveral months, at free 
quarters. Which implies, That the French 
(hewed no bowels of compaffion towards the in- 
habitants of other places in their power; but 
plundered, burnt and diftrefled them to the laft: 
extremity. Of which the neighbouring cities of 
Zell and Bremen furnifh rigid examples. 

The forces, which evacuated thofe cities in Ha- 
nover palled the Wefer, and retired in pretty 
good order to Hamelen, where the Prince of Cler- 
mont aflembled all the troops he could pofiibly 
collect, having thrown between 3 and 4000 men 
into Minden, not with any hopes of preferving 
that fortrefs; but only by way of expedient, to 

for nothing is left us but life, and what is life without fub- 
iiftance r though I hope God will be our bed help; he knows 
how to find ways and means to i’upport us. 

I have been this week in the country, and have found meft 
people there, as I may fay, naked : they creep together like 
iheep, to keep one another warm, and they have nothing left 
co live upon. Mod of them have loft their cattle, horfes, 
waggons, &c. Cocks and hens are a great rarity. 

To dwell a little longer on our prefent fituation ; I muft 
add, that the French have left here about 580 fick. To their 
forrow they fent, laft year, 1 19,000 men from France, and now 
they have not 46,000 left ; the reft died in the hofpitals, or 
fell in battles and fkirmifhes. 

Our ramparts and fortifications here are ruined, and our 
woods and gardens look fo much like wilderneffes, that few 
know their own property. 
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gain time by retarding the rapidity of Prince Fer- 
dinand’s progrefs, who was marching, in perfon, 
to attack that city. Such was the wretched ftate 
of the French at this time j as to expofe them- 
felves to the lofs of fuch a number of men, merely 
for the fake of retarding the march of the enemy 
at their heels, for a few days only. For, on the 
5th of March the hereditary Prince inverted the 
place, and fummoned the town to furrender, with- 
out effedt. Then General Oberg, who com- Minden 
manded a confiderable corps on the north fide of b;lie S ed ' 
the Wefer, of which the hereditary Prince com- 
manded the van, approached the town in order 
to form the fiege, while General Sporken advanced 
with another body towards the town on the fouth 
fide of the river. But the heavy roads and bad- 
refs of the weather, by retarding the carriage of 
the heavy cannon, prevented the opening of the 
trenches till the 9th of March. From which day capitu- 
the attack was carried on fo brifkly, that the gar- lates ’ 
rifon was forced to capitulate, and to furrender 
themfelves prifoners of war on the 14th of the 
fame month. 

Prince Ferdinand having thus fecured his rear, Hame’-n 
pufhed forward with his whole army to Hamelen, cvacuated * 
where the French had their head quarters. But, 
on his arrival at that ftation, nothing was to be 
found but a great number of fick and wounded, 
and fuch part of their magazines as the French 
had not time to deftroy. From hence he purfued French re. 
them to Paderborn, where he was informed, the dwborn.*"’ 
Prince de Clermont had fixed his head-quarters on 
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the 1 8th. But the Hanoverian army having next 
day penetrated as far as Melle, the French haftened 
their retreat, and fled as faft as they could to the 
Rhine, and were joined in their march by the 
troops, that had been diftributed in Embden, 
Cafiel, and the Landgravate of Heflfe, which the 
French evacuated on the 21ft of March, making 
no flop till they arrived at Wefcl, where the 
Prince of Clermont eftablifhed his head-quarters, 
and fortified it with all the diligence and (Length 
in his power w ; having fent the remains of his, 
army over the Rhine. 

PrinceFer- Prince Ferdinand, at his firfl entrance upon the 
requisition command of the Hanoverian army, had ftrongly 
ur ged the neceflity of a fupply of Britifh cavalry, 
to facilitate his operations. How well inclined 
the Britifh councils were to grant his requeft, may 
be eafily collected from the proceedings of the 
parliament then fitting ; as well as from the difpo- 
fition of the cabinet. But there was no way to fend 
thofe troops with fafety. Holland was tied up 
by a neutrality, from granting a paflage, and the 
French army was in pofieftion of all the countries 
Reafons along the Elbe and Wefer. Embden was looked 
Ihc French u P on as t}ie heft landing-place. But Embden was 
out of then i n the hands of the French. Yet a fmall 
fquadron of Enghfh fhips of war might furprize 
it, and wreft it out of their pofTefiion, and pro- 
fed that place from future infult : and open a 


w 1 he garrifoa confided of fix fquadrons and twelve bat- 
talions. 
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many. 


With this intention Commodore Holmes was 
difpatched with the Seahorfe and Strombulo. With Holmes 
thefe he came to an anchor between Delfziel and with two 
Knock, on the 17th of March, notwithftanding of 
the precaution taken by the enemy to render the 
navigation of the river hazardous, by not fuffer- 
ing the buoys to be laid this year, for the di- 
rection of its navigation : without which afiiftance 
it was impoffible, as they thought, for that port 
to be recovered. But the enemy’s furprife and Arrivesbe- 
confufion greatly increafed on the 1 8th, when the ^ Emb " 
Commodore, with his little fquadron cut off all 
their communication down the river, by ftationing 
his fhips between Knock and Embden. 

The enemy doubled the number of workmen A (hew of 
upon the batteries they had begun, and fet about <left:nce ‘ 
ereCting three more towards the fea with the utmoft 
expedition, as the only quarter from whence they 
now had reafon to expeCt an attack. But the intelli- 
gence from the country, and the inftruCtions, which 
they daily received from the Prince of Clermont, 
put them x upon preparations, at the fame time, to 
evacuate the place upon the firft command for 
them to join the main body of their army, then 
flying before Prince Ferdinand y . Accordingly, 

at 

* The garrifon confifted of 1300 French foot, 1200 horfe, 

1 100 Auftrian foot, and two companies of artillery, of 60 
each, in all 3720. 

t It was firft intended by the French to keep Embden at 
all events. To make it a place of arms; and to convey all 
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at fix in the morning of the 19th, the French 
troops were under arms, and marched out of the 
town before night ; and the Auftrians followed on 
the 20th, at nine in the morning. 

The diligence with which the works of the bat- 
teries towards the fea were continued, prevented 
all fufpicion of this kind, and favoured the tran- 
fportation of their baggage and cannon up the 
river in fmall veflfels by night : which othervvife 
might have been obftru&ed by the Englifh from 
their fhips, who got no lcent of their real mo- 
tions till about noon on the 20th. The commo- 
dore, informed of the enemy’s flight, and that 
one of their vefiels, with baggage and artillery, 
was waiting behind a point of land, at fome 
diftance from his fhips, to run up the river by 
the next tide-, he, as foon as he could ftem the 
tide, difpatched an armed cutter, and two boats 
well armed, which came up with her and took 
her : and they, reinforced with another boat, con- 
tinued the chafe up the river, under the command 
of Captain Taylor. In this purfuit our men 
afted with the greatefi: bravery and diligence. 
They proceeded amidfl; the enemy’s fire, who lined 
both fides of the river which was brifkly re- 
turned from our boats. They faw three of the 
enemy’s vefiels, but could come up with only one 


their magazines to that fea-port, till this cricical moment, 
that they faw it blocked up, unexpectedly, by an Englifh 
fquadran, which feemed, in all probability, to be only the 
van of a more powerful fquadion. A convincing proof of 
the importance of this fervice. 

of 
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of them, which Captain Taylor attacked, run A. D. 
her a-ground, and carried her in fight of their 
army, and under their fire, befides what he re- 
ceived from the veffel itfelf. But the officers and 
men on board the ftore-veffel left it, to recover 
the fnore : in which attempt fome of them were 
dropt by the fire from our boats. Night coming 
on too quick. Captain Taylor was obliged to lie 
off for awhile, and the other two veffels, with 
cannon, got under the cover of their army, be- 
fore day-light, and efcaped. 

Thus the port of Embden was recovered by Embden , 
r . recovered. 

two (hips only, and they of fmall force, without 
the lofs of a man on our fide •, on board the firft ° h f th ® 
veffel that was taken, was found the fon of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Scholleens % of Prince Charles of 
Lorrain’s regiment, one corporal, one pioneer, 
fome baggage, and little implements of war, and 
fome money, for the payment of the troops.— 

On board the fecond veffel they took a major, 
the commiffary of war, an adjutant, a guard of 
private men, and three hoftages, whom the ene- 
my had carried off from Embden, for fecurity of 
certain contributions they had impofed upon that 
city, and left unpaid. 

During this whole retreat the French were 
clofely attended by the Pruffian huffars and Ha- 
noverian hunters, who killed and made prifoners 
a confiderable number of their men, and feized 
many of their baggage-waggons, and fome of 

2 He, being but a boy, was fent a-(hore, with his baggage, 
and returned to his father. 

j their 


140 


A. D. 
1758. 


Vcchtc 

taken* 


French 
cloiely p 
iued. 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 

their artillery. They not only deferted and left 
great numbers of Tick and wounded to the mercy 
of a provoked enemy •, but they left behind them 
provifions and forage, of which they flood in great 
want. They forgot, or neglected, till it was too 
late, to call in the garrifon a Rationed in the fmall 
fortrefs of Vechte, on the north-weft of Diepholt, 
who were obliged to furrender prifoners of war, 
and to deliver up a compleat train of 100 pieces 
of French cannon and mortars, to a party of 150 
men fent from Bremen. 

As foon as Prince Ferdinand was rightly in- 
formed of the rout and dilpofition of the enemy, 
who retreated in three columns, one column con- 
fiding of the troops which had occupied FlefTe, on 
the left ; another, of the troops that marched from 
Paderborn, under the immediate command of the 
Prince of Clermont, which marched in the mid- 
dle ; and the third, of the troops which came 
from Munder, under the command of M. de Vil- 
lemurs, on the right ; and that the Duke de Brog- 
lio was the lead advanced of the whole •, his fe- 
rene Plighnels detached the Prince of Holllein, 
' with a large body of horfe and foot, to purfue the 
enemy, and to ufe the bed of his endeavours to 
break in upon them. Thefe orders were vigo- 
roufly executed. The rear-guard of the French 
was attacked in the neighbourhood of Saed, in 
the county of Mark : a confidernble number were 
t,aken prifoners, with ten pieces of cannon 24 


3 Confiding of feven companies. 
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pounders, 


the LATE WAR. 14 1 

pounders, five 6 pounders, and a confiderable A. D. 
magazine. The fmall party, which the French 
left in the county of Benthiem, fell a prey alfo to 
a party of Hanoverian hunters and hufiars, who 
attacked two Auftrian regiments near Gelhaufen, 
cut twenty of them to pieces, made many pri- 
foners, and brought off twelve baggage-wag- 
gons. 

After this long march, and fatiguing fervice, PrinceFer- 
Prince Ferdinand, duly informed that the French ^Timo 
army was not to be purfued at prefent any fur- 
ther with advantage having alfo delivered the ment. 
Landgravate of Hefle and his Britannic Majefty’s 
German dominions from the French invaders, he 
thought it the moft proper time to halt, and for 
his army to go into winter-quarters of refrelhment 
in the bilhopric of Munfter ; ready to fnatch the 
firft opportunity to drive the Prince de Clermont 
from Wefel, and to carry his victorious arms be- 
yond the Rhine, as foon as he could obtain his 
requifition of a body of Englifh cavalry to fupport 
the attack. And even in this Hate of inactivity, 
if it can be fo called, the Hanoverian huflars, 
ported at Dorftein, made frequent incurfions as 
far as Wefel b . 

The French miniftry could not look upon this Conduit 
deftruCtion of their main army, and the difgrace f"n 0 n°of 
of the Gallic arms, fleeing before a handful of the Fl ' enc ^ 

0 miniftry. 

b Stragglers were extremely ill treated by the peafants. 

But the hulTars only difarmed and plundered them, defiling 
them to tell their officers, “ That fuch foldiers, 3s they, did 
(i not deferve to be made prifoners.” 

Ger- 
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A.JD. Germans ; and before thofc very men, whom the/ 
had a few months before treated with contempt 
and derifion, penned up in a corner and obliged 
to difarm themfelves, or to feek their own fecu*' 
rity in an eventual ceffation of arms ; without 
great confufion and ferious reflexion for the glory 
of their nation and the confequences of a retreat, 
which might encourage their enemy to crofs the 
Rhine. The people were fadly convinced of the 
fatal effects of cabals and favoritifm in the ca- 
binet of their Sovereign, and it is faid that the 
old Marffial Duke de Bellifle took upon him, on 
this emergency, to deliver the fentiments of the 
nation in the prefence of his King in council, 
with a fpirit of patriotifm that does honour to his 
name. 

The fpeech “ I know, faid he, the ftate of our armies. 

of M. Bell- It gives me great grief, and no lefs indigna- 

council. tion ; for befides the real evil of the diforder in 
itfelf, the difgrace and infamy, which it reflects on 
our government, and on the whole nation, are ftill 
more to be apprehended. The choice of officers 
ought to be made with great deliberation. I 
know but too well to what length the want of 
difcipline, pillaging and robbing have been carried 
on by the officers and common men, after the ex- 
ample fet them by their generals. It mortifies 
me to think I am a Frenchman; my principles 
are known to be very different from thofe, which 
are now followed. I had the fatisfaflion to re- 
tain the efteem, the friendfliip, and the confidera-* 
tion of all the princes, noblemen, and even of 

all 
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all the common people in all parts of Germany, 
where I commanded the King’s forces. They 
lived there in the midft of abundance ; every one 
was pleafed \ it fills my foul with anguilh to find 
that, at prefent, the French are held in execra- 
tion ; that every body is difpirited, and that many 
officers publickly fay things that are criminal and 
highly punilhable. The evil is fo great that it 
demands immediate redrefs. I can eafily judge, 
by what palfes in my own bread, of what our 
generals feel from the fpeeches they muft daily 
hear in Germany, concerning our conduft ; which 
indeed would lofe much, to be compared with 
that of our allies. I muft particularly complain 
of the delays and irregularity of the polls ; a 
fervice which is very ill provided for* I am like- 
wife difpleafed with the negligence of our generals 
in returning anfwers ; which is a manifeft breach 
of their duty. Had I commanded the army, a 
thoufand things, which are done, would not have 
been done ; and others, which are neglected, 
would have been executed. I would have multi- 
plied my communication ; I would have had 
ftrong polls on the right, on the left, in the cen- 
ter, lined with troops. I would have had maga- 
zines in every place. The quiet and fatisfadtion 
of the country fhould have been equal to their 
prefent difafFe< 51 ion, at being harrafied and plun- 
dered * and we Ihould have been as much be- 
loved, as we are at prefent abhorred. The con- 
fequences are too apparent to need being men- 
tioned. I muft infill on thefe things, becaufe 
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late redrefs is better than the continuation of the 
evil.” 

This plain narrative of fafls produced vigorous 
refolutions. The army on the Rhine was aug- 
mented with all imaginable diligence ; troops were 
put in motion every where, from the interior parts 
of the kingdom, towards the feat of action, 
and the fortifications, on the frontiers, were put 
into the beft pofture of defence, that time and 
the ftate of the nation would allow. And to 
keep up the fpirits of the people, who were more 
inclined to peace than war, a report was induftri- 
oufiy fpread, that a reconciliation would be foon 
effected by the mediation of Spain. 

The M. Duke de Bellifle, who at this juncture 
acted as fecretary of ftate, did not confine his en- 
deavours to reform the army, by his firmnefs in 
the cabinet : he wrote a letter to all the colonels 
of the infantry in the King’s name, threatning 
them with difmifilon from, and lofs of their regi- 
ments, in cafe they continued any longer to con- 
nive at the fcandalous practice, which had been 
introduced amongft them, of the fale of commif- 
fions, to the great difeouragement of merit, the 
extinction of that necefiary emulation, which ani- 
mates an officer in time of battle, and to the re- 
laxation of dilcipline throughout the whole army. 

The Swedes were prevailed with, to quit the 
ifland of Rugen, in which they had been blocked 
up by 1 5,000 Pruffians, now called upon a diftant 
fervice, to obferve the motions of the Ruffians in 
Pomerania. They refumed their operations about 
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the end of April : but with fuch a general aver- A - 
fion, both at court and in the field itfelf, that they l7s8 ’ 
gave the King of Prufiia very little concern for 
the effects of their arms at prefent ; their activity 
not depending upon a national quarrel, or the in- 
clination of their King, but only upon the fac- 
tious councils of a corrupt fenate, penfioners to 
France. 

The Ruffians, who had retreated with fo much Ruffians 

... , , ii* return into 

precipitation back towards their own country, Pruffia, 
after the aftion % which they had with M. 
Lehwald, were put under the command of Ge- 
neral Fermer j M. Apraxin being difgraced and 
difmifled from the command in chief, on account 
of that retreat, for which he had no orders from 
his court, as pretended : for fince that time the 
Czarina had been worked upon by various practices 
of profit, intereft and intrigue, to fign her accef- 
fion to the quadruple-alliance with Auftria, France 
and Sweden, and to augment the number of her 
troops to aft againfi: Prufiia j which fhe now divided 
into two feperate bodies under Generals Fermer 
and Brown, with exprefs command to return into 
Prufiia, notwithftanding the rigorous feafon. Ge- SeizedKo- 
neral Fermer executed his orders with fuch afti- n)s ^ eis ’ 
vity, that he marched back, and got poffeffion of 
Konigfberg, the capital of Ducal Prufiia, on the 
22d of January, without oppofition. Fermer, 
having ravaged the country, retired again, and 
joined the main body of his army, which had en- 

e See page 409, &c. Vol. IT. 

Vol. III. K 

24 
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A. D. camped on the Viftula, not far from Dantziek, 
I75§ * with a defign to feize upon that free city : as ap- 
peared from the demand of the Ruffian agent 
there, that the magiftrates ffiould admit a Ruf- 
fian garrifon. But they peremptorily refufed, and 
flood in their own defence fo refolutely, that Ge- 
neral Fermer did not think proper to carry mat- 
ters to extremity : fo that he paffed the Viftula, and 
directed his march towards Pomerania ; where 
Count Dohna had affiembled an army to oppofe 
him, which occafioned this general once more to 
retire; and, after plundering all before him, he 
rejoined his main body, to wait, as it was thought, 
the final orders of his court. 

Army of The army of the Empire began to re-affiemble 
tremble" 6 ' m March, near Bamberg in Franconia, under the 
Prince of Deux Ponts. Whole proximity at- 
tracted the Pruffian hero’s immediate attention ; 
who detached 30,000 men, under the command 
of Prince Flenry of Pruffia, to watch their mo- 
tions, and to prevent their junction with the 
French; who were forming a new army for that 
purpofe ; and might have completed the ruin of 
his Pruffian Majefty, by that means; had not 
Prince Ferdinand defeated their intentions, by 
cutting them out fufficient work to guard their 
own frontiers on the Rhine, and our naval arma- 
ments found employ for their troops in the de- 

Theinten- fence of their own coafts * For, it is evident from 
ticn of every ftep that had been taken between France 
her allies, and her allies, during the winter, that they had 
combined to ad in concert, with one fatal blow 
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to crufh the King of Pruffia, and then to make 
an eafy prey of the Britifh allies, and to force all 
the ftates and potentates on the continent to unite 
with them in one common league to diftrefs and 
ruin the Britifh trade and intereft, and thereby to 
deftroy her ftrength and naval power; which 
can’t exift without commerce, and commerce can’t 
be carried on with advantage, without an intereft 
to circulate its produce amongft foreign nations. 

It could avail us nothing had we the manufacturing 
of all the fleeces in the world, the fale of all the reft on the 
produce of the Indies ; the monopoly of the continent * 
American fifheries ; and the exclufive trade with 
North America and the coaft of Africa, had we 
no vent, no market to put off, and to difpofe of 
our produce, manufacture and imports for money 
and the comforts and neceffaries of life. Foreign 
trade is the fupport of our riches and ftrength : 
therefore every obftruCtion in that channel muft 
be watched, prevented, or cleared away in due 
time, with the utmoft diligence and vigour. 

The Auftrians had affembled a grand army near Auftr j ans 
Konigfgratz in Bohemia, under M. Count Daun, in motion, 
ready to feize the firft opportunity to enter Silefia 
and Saxony; the center, to which all the armies 
in motion againft his Pruflian Majefty feemed to 
tend. 

His Pruflian Majefty, thus furrounded and King of 
threatened with fo many powerful armies, was ob- Pruffia .’ s 

J r operations. 

liged to have recourfe to ftratagem, as well as to 
arms. But firft he turned the blockade of Schwied- 
nitz into a fiege. He opened the trenches on the 
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third of April, and in defiance of the grand 
Auftrian army, reduced the garrifon to furrender 
prifoners of war in thirteen days. By thefe firft 
fruits of this year’s campaign, the Auftrians loft 
7000 men, of which number the garrifon origi- 
nally confifted ; but 4000 had been cut off 
during the blockade by ficknefs, &c. and the 
Auftrians were totally driven out of Silefia; In 
the mean time General Fouquet marched with a 
confiderable detachment into the county of Glatz, 
and obliged the Auftrians under General Jahnus 
to abandon their polls in that country : and his 
Majefty in perfon marched, with a part of his 
army, towards Graffan and Friedland, and de- 
tached a part of it to Fronteneau in Bohemia; 
which diflodged an Auftrian garrifon, and opened 
a way into Bohemia, for the Prufiian light horfe, 
who raifed contributions, and harraffed the out 
polls of the enemy, even as far as the main guard 
of Count Daun’s army. 

Saxony was put into a pofture of defence with 
30,000 men under Prince Henry of Pruflia. 
And Silefia was covered from any furprize and 
incurfions of the Ruffians, by a confiderable body 
polled between Wolau and Glogau ; befides the 
army under Count Dohna, in the eallern parts of 
Pomerania. 

But what Ihewed the generallhip of his Pruf- 
fian Majefty ; he not only provided thefe forces 
for thole particular fervices ; but he polled them 
in fuch a manner as to prelerve a communica- 
tion with each other ; fo as to enable them to adb 

for 


the LATE WAR. 


149 


for mutual fupport : and at the fame time covered A - D * 
his real defign or plan of operations. 

By this pofition of the Prufiian army, Count Deceives 
Daun was induced to believe, that it was the King’s DaHn. 
intention to open the campaign by marching into 
Bohemia: fo that all their attention was taken up 
to oppofe an attempt of that kind. But, all on 
a fudden, his Prufiian Majefty gave the Auftrians Slips paft 
the flip. For with 50,000 men, he had collected a^amy."* 
near Neifs in Silefia, he penetrated into Moravia, 
by a rapid march, and at Troppau, which he 
reached in three days from Neifs, he divided this 
army into two columns, the firft under M. Keith, 
to take the rout of Jagerndorf, who fet out on 
the 25th of April : the other under the King in Joins his 
perfon on the 27th, both directing their march to ^ 
the plain of Olmutz, which they entered by march t0 
Sternberg and Gibau on the 3d of May. 

General Fouquet had orders to remain in the General 
county of Glatz, and watch the motions of Count Fouc i uet ’ s 

march. 

Daun. But, as foon as he perceived by the enemy’s 
motions, that they alfo were preparing to march 
into Moravia, this general went to Neifs, and 
took under his convoy the artillery and warlike 
ftores that were requifite for befieging Olmutz. 

On the 1 2th he arrived at Gibau without any rao- 
leftation from the enemy, and immediately pafied 
the Moraw at Littau, where fome Auftrians were 
made prifoners. On the 12th the King advanced 
towards Olitfchau, and drove away a body of the 
enemy’s cavalry pofted there, who retired beyond 
Proftnitz. Near that town the Prince of Wur- 
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temberg fixed his camp, confining of four regi- 
ments of dragoons, one of hufTars, and fome bat- 
talions of fuzileers. On the 27th of May the 
trenches were opened before Olmutz, on the fide 
of Tobitfchau ; and the other fide of the river, 
towards Dolein, was inverted by a regiment of 
dragoons, two battalions, and 500 huffars. The 
King drove the Auftrian and Saxon cavalry, under 
General Ville, beyond Wifchaw, and his army 
took poflertion of all the ports proper for covering 
the body of troops, that were to be employed in 
the fiege. The Margrave Charles occupied the 
port of Neuftadt, the Prince of Anhalt-Defiau 
that of Littau, and the King took port on the 
eminences between Prortnitz and Olitfchau. 

On the 10th of June, General Putkammer, 
arrived with a convoy from Silefia, without meet- 
ing any moleftation : but, as this convoy was not 
fufficient to finifli the fiege, meafures were taken 
to bring up another. Mean while the vanguard 
of the enemy arrived in Moravia; General Plarfch, 
who commanded it, pitched his camp on the rifing 
grounds of Aller-Heiligen, oppofite to Littau. 
Marfhal Daun arrived with his army at Gewicz, 
and almoft at the fame time a body of five or 
6,000 of the enemy advanced to Profnitz ; which 
obliged M. Keith to place Bareuth’s dragoons 
near Wifternitz, and the independant companies 
at Biftrovan and Holian. The enemy’s defign 
was to throw fuccours into the town : and in the 
night of the 8th of June, they attacked a battalion 
of volunteers, whom they forced to retire. Ba^ 
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reuth’s regiment, who had been on horfeback the A. D. 
whole night, thought that they might return into I/5 °* 
the camp without waiting for the coming back of 
their patroles ; but fcarce had the dragoons entered 
their tents, when the enemy forced their main 
guard, penetrated into the camp, and fent the re- oimutz re- 
inforcement intoOlmutz ; even Bareuth’s regiment infoicec1t 
would have been ruined had not the battalion of 
Nimchewfky feafonably come to their affiftance. 

This fuccefs of the Auftrians made them fond 
of no&urnal expeditions : thrice they attacked the 
regiment of Zeithen at Kofteletz, who always re- 
pulfed them with lofs. The independant batta- 
lions of le Noble and Rapin were not fo fuccefs- 
ful. They belonged to the corps under the Mar- 
grave Charles, and were polled at Sternberg. 

They we re to march to Bahrn, to cover the con- 
voy which arrived on the 10th, and were fo very 
roughly handled by the Pandours, that they loft 
three fmall pieces of cannon, and near 400 men. 

Mean while confidering the fuccours that had been 
thrown into the town, and the enemy’s pofition at 
Prerau, it was abfolutely necelfary to ftraiten Ol- oimutz 
mutz Hill more, on the other fide of the Morave. ftraitene<1 * 
The corps under the Margrave Charles marched 
thither, and took poft in fuch manner that its 
right kept polfelfion of Commotau and the bridge 
there on the Morave, and the left reached to the 
bridge of Hollirz. 

On the 20th Marlhal Daun with his army came 
down from the hills, and encamped at Predlitz, 
between Wifchaw and Proltnitz. A few days 
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after, this general received advice, that the Pruf- 
fians were bringing a large convoy from Silefia. 
The body of forces which efcorted this convoy 
confifled of eight battalions, and near 4000 re- 
covered Tick, who were regimented for the fake 
of order in the march. The whole fet out from 
Troppau on the 25th. Marfhal Daun thought it 
his duty to avail himfelf of this opportunity to 
compel the Prufiians, without the hazard of a 
battle, to raife the fiege of Olmutz. For this end, 
he detached General Jahnus, who was at Muglitz, 
towards Bahrn, and ordered a detachment to 
march from Prerau to Stadt-Liebe, that the con- 
voy might be attacked on two fides •, and in order 
to deceive, he drew near to the Pruflian army, 
placing his right towards Kojetein, and his left at 
a little hill very near to Predlitz. However, this 
motion deceived nobody ; and the fafety of the 
convoy being the principal objed, the King fent 
out General Ziethen, with three battalions, two 
regiments of horfe, and 900 huflars, to meet it. 
The convoy was attacked on the 28 th, before 
General Ziethen came up ; but the enemy were 
repulfed and routed, and loft three pieces of can- 
non and fome hundred men. Marlhal Daun hav- 
ing fent a confiderable reinforcement to the troops 
he had before detached, the convoy was again at- 
tacked on the 29th, between Bautfch and Dom- 
ftadt. Four hundred waggons, four battalions, 
and about 1000 troopers, had fcarce opened the 
march, and palled the defiles of Domftadt, when 
the enemy fell upon the convoy with their whole 

force. 
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force, both on the fide of Bahrn, and on that of A. D. 
Domftadt. The head of the convoy was cut off 
from the reft, anc£ though General Zeithen did, 
on this occafion, all that could be expected from 
a good officer, he was obliged to abandon his 
waggons, and retire to Troppau. The head of 
the convoy arrived at the army on the 29th in the 
evening. The enemy took near 600 prifoners, The lof*. 
among whom was General Putkammer. This 
unhappy event obliged the King to raife the liege siege raif- 
of Olmutz : whereas had the whole convoy arriv- ed * 
ed fafe, the place could not have held out above 
a fortnight, notwithftanding the gallant defence 
of General Marfhal, the governor. 

On the ift of July the King, with his whole Prufllans 
army, took the road to Bohemia. Marfhal Keith ieme ' 
brought away all his artillery, excepting four 
mortars, and one 24 pounder, the carriage of 
which was broke d . This general marched by Leutomif- 
Littau to Muglitz and Tribau •, the King marched fd taken * 
by Konitz. The vanguard, under the command 
of the Prince of Anhalt Deflfau, feized, at Leu- 
tomifiel, an Auftrian magazine of meal and fo- 
rage. The Generals Buccow and Laudon follow- 
ed the army in its march, but without approach- 
ing too near it. 

In this tranfadlion there appears to have been Remark* 
great generalffiip exerted on both fides ; by Count nege^'&c. 
Daun to defeat the befiegers, and by the King of 
Pruffia in raifing the fiege and in his retreat. Count 

d The lofs of men were between feven and 800 Prufllans 
killed, wounded, and prifoners. 

Daun 
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A. D. Daun being too weak to force the Pruffians to 
1758 ‘ battle, and to relieve Olmutz by a pitched battle, 
to Count* 1 encamped his army in the mountains, between 
Daun. Gewitz and Littau, whofe natural ftrength fecured 
him from a furprize, and whofe fituation enabled 
him, in like manner as the fituation of his camp 
at Kolin had done before, to receive daily rein* 
forcements ; to draw fupplies of all necefiaries 
from Bohemia ; to intercept the convoys necefiary 
for the effe&ual fuccefs of the befiegers ; to re- 
lieve the befieged occafionally, and to keep up their 
fpirits for defence, till opportunity Ihould lerve to 
raife the fiege. 

To the The extenfive works of Olmutz, which the 
?ruma°. f were obliged to invert, required a greater 

number of forces than were employed, to do it 
completely. This was the reafon of fo much fuc- 
cefs in the nofturnal fkirmilhes, by which the 
Auftrians feldom failed to introduce provifions, 
ammunition and men into the town. The forao-e 
about the city had been previoufly deftroyed. 
This obliged the Prulfian cavalry to feek for it, 
at a great diftance ; which not only fatigued, but 
expofed them to furprize from detachments out 
of the mountains. From whence alfo parties were 
continually alarming the camp of the befiegers, 
by night *, and fell upon different quarters, while 
the garrifon fallied with fuccefs to retard the ope- 
rations of t;heir enemy. However this did not 
difeourage his PrufTian Majefty. Under all thefe 
difficulties, he finifhed the firft parallel ; and pro- 
ceeded with fuch vigour, that the place feemed in- 
evitably 
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evitabiy loft *, when all his hopes evaporated in that A. D. 
one accident, the intercepting of the grand con- 
voy near the defiles of Domftadt. A lofs that 
was not to be retrieved by the Prufiians in their 
flotation, and without which it was both danger- 
ous and in vain for them to perfift in the fiege. 

His Pruftian Majefty deprived of the means to 
continue the fiege, was now to retreat with luch 
precaution, as might preferve his army from the 
accidents, which commonly befall an enemy re- 
tiring with a powerful enemy at his back. Daun 
was prepared to feize every opportunity of advan- 
tage. But that general’s vigilance and penetration 
were fruftrated : the King maintained the fiege 
with more vigour than before the lofs of the con- 
voy till the ift day of July: when he fuddenly 
decamped in the night ; and inftead of marching 
into Silefia, to protect that country from the infult 
of the triumphant enemy, ready to follow him 
with advantage, he took the rout of Bohemia, 
whofe frontiers had been left unguarded by his ad- 
verfary : and by this invafion he transferred the 
feat of war from his own into his enemy’s domi- 
nions. 

How this anfwered the end appears by the ad- Favour- 
vantages his Pruftian Majefty’s arms gained in the ^iflies in* 
execution of this plan. A large body of Au- his retreat, 
ftrians, under General Laci, which were ported 
at Gibau, attacked a party of grenadiers, who 
occupied the village of Krenau, and made an ap- 
pearance of their intention to difpute the pafs : 
but they were foon diflodged : and there was an 

attempt 
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A. D. attempt to feize the provifions and artillery in their 
* 75 8 - paflage over the hills of Hollitz. The enemy 
cannonaded General Rutzow and his party, that 
conducted them. But M. Keith coming up in 
due time, attacked the Auftrians in the rear, ob- 
liged them to fly with precipitation, and took fix 
officers and 300 men prifoners. 
iConingf- The King proceeded through Leutomyfiel to 
furrendcrs." important poft of Koningfgratz. General 

Buccow had got there before him, with 7000 men 
well entrenched behind the Elbe all round the 
city ; and had broken down the bridges over that 
river. His Majefty determined to attack the 
Auftrian trenches, ordered the bridges to be re- 
paired with all expedition : which ftruck fuch a 
panic into the enemy that Buccow retired, and 
left the King to take pofTeflion of Koningfgratz 
without oppofition. After which he had no more 
to do for his fafety in this fituation, than to dif- 
perfe a body of Auftrians, which had taken poll 
between Koningfgratz and Hollitz to intercept his 
artillery, &c. and that being effe&ed, his whole 
army encamped near Koningfgratz. So that not- 
withft .nding the mifcarriage before Olmutz, his 
Prufiian Majefty found himfelf in a, condition to 
ftem the force of the Auftrian army, and to lay 
Bohemia under heavy contributions, while his 
brother, Prince Henry, kept the army of the 
Empire in play, and from executing their defign 
upon Drelden. 

But if we change the profpeft and look towards 
the Rhine, we fhallfee greater advantages : Prince 

Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, having refrelhed his victorious troops, A. D. 
fpent no time in fruitlefs exercife. He only waited I7jS * 
till all his troops from diftant quarters could be Ferdinand 
affembled : their rendezvous was at Notteln, t|1 H m P hs 

over the 

They marched from thence to Dulmen, where the French, 
head quarters were fixed, on the 27th in the morn- 
ing. While a detachment, confifting of feveral 
battalions and fquadrons, together with Scheiter’s 
light troops, and Lukner’s huffars, affembled on 
the 26th at Dorften and in its neighbourhood, 
under the command of Major General Wagen- 
heirn, who was charged with the difpofitions to be 
made for the palfage of the river, and with orders 
to advance himfelf to the gates of Duffeldorp, 
and to caufe the corps under the command of 
Colonel Scheiter to pafs the Rhine at Duyfburg. 

Which palfage was executed in the night between 
the 29th and 30th, with fuch fuccefs, that Scheiter 
having attacked, with bayonets fixed, the three 
battalions of French that oppofed him, defeated 
them *, and took five pieces of cannon, out of 
eight which they had. He had but two men 
wounded in the palfage, and not one either killed 
or wounded during the aCtion. 

The army marched before fun-rife on the 20th 
from Dulmen towards Dorften, and encamped at 
Limbeke ; from whence, the next day, Lieute- 
nant General Wutgenau was detached towards 
Wefel, with a body of infantry and cavalry. The 
30th he encamped at Raefveld, and the 31ft at 
RingenboUrg. The Prince left the army during 
its march from Dulmen to Limbeke, and went to 

Boecktholt, 
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A. D. Boecktholt, where he found the advance guards? 

1 75 8, 0 f t he body alTembled at Coefveld. That ad- 
vanced guard marched on the 30th to Emmerick ; 
and was followed by the reft of the corps, which 
Croffcs the was employed at Vraflelt. About five o’clock in 
Rhine. the afternoon of the 31ft, the whole was in mo- 
tion to crofs the Rhine ; the advanced guard went 
on as far as Lobit. The Prince’s defign was to 
pafs the river in the night ; but an unforefeen ac- 
cident broke all the meafures, which had been taken 
for that purpofe ; and His Serene Highnefs was 
obliged to march the troops back again in the 
night to Neddlerelte. The ift of June was em- 
ployed in removing the obftacles that had occur- 
red ; and, in the following night, the paffage was 
again attempted, and executed with all poftible 
fuccefs, near Herven. 

The huflars, with a detachment of grenadiers, 
pafied, on the 2d of June, at two o’clock in the 
morning, in flat bottomed boats, which went and 
returned with fo much diligence, that, befides the 
huflars, a regiment of dragoons, and ten or twelve 
battalions, were, before noon, on the other fide 
of the river. During all this time, workmen 
were employed about the bridge, which however 
was not completed till four next morning. The 
Marches remainder of the cavalry and infantry pafied im- 
Cieves S mc diately, and marched towards Cleves. 

The huflars, fupported by the volunteers, fur- 
prized at firft fome patroles, which were made pri- 
foners of war, and ftill continuing to advance, 
defeated the cavalry that fhewed themfelves, and 

took 
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took a pair of kettle drums and a ftandard from A. D. 
the regiment of Bellefond. This country is en- /:> 
tirely divided by dykes, fo that it is as eafy to dif- 
pute the ground, as it is difficult to advance. The 
enemy, fenfible of this advantage, advanced with 
feven or 800 foot to flop the head of our van- 
guard, and fired fome pieces of cannon upon 
them, which however hurt nobody. But a de- 
tachment of 20 men, having found means to flip 
along a dyke, and get pofieffion of a houfe, which 
the French had, in part, pafled, fired upon them ; 
which had fuch an effedt, that they retired imme- 
diately. The hufiars with the like fuccefs pene- 
trated and cleared the road quite up to Cleves ; 
with no other damage, than five rank and file and 
two officers wounded. What confounded the ene- 
my moft was the lofs of Keiferworth, (with the 
greateft part of the garrifon killed or taken) which 
they had engaged with the Elector of Cologn, to 
defend againft any force. 

The retreat of the French, on this occaflon, Purfuesthe 
was again fo precipitate, that in order to efcape r rench ' 
the hulTars, they ikuiked for many miles in the in- 
clofed grounds, and made a way over hedges and 
ditches to efcape their purfuers. But Prince George 
of Holftein Gottorp, with a large body of cavalry 
and dragoons, came up with them near the cattle 
of Muyland, and made a confiderable booty and 
a good number of prifoners ; and at Goch he 
feized a magazine, and 100 prifoners more. 

Yet there was no probability of forcing the ftrong Endea- 

camp and entrenchments of the Prince of Cler- ^ng on a 

mont general en- 
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mont at Rhinefeldt, with an army fo inferior in 
numbers. But what could not be done by ftrength 
was to be fupplied by the generalfhip of His 
Serene Highnefs ; who, by his well-judged mo- 
tions, which he ordered his army to make on the 
12th of June, turned the left wing of the French 
army towards the convent of Campe, and ob- 
liged their commander to quit his boafted camp 
of Rhinefeldt, or Rhineberg, and to retire to- 
wards Meurs, in the night between the 12th and 
13th. This point gained by Prince Ferdinand, 
his Highnefs gave a new pofition to his own army, 
and occupied the heights of St. Anthony’s moun- 
tains on the 14th. On the 15th, about five 
o’clock in the morning. His Serene Highnefs was 
informed, that the enemy was advancing in four 
columns upon his right. His Highnefs imme- 
diately ordered three guns to be fired as a fignal, 
and the whole army was under arms, in order of 
battle, a quarter of an hour after. He went 
afterwards himfelf to reconnoitre, and faw di- 
ftindtly, that, at about two leagues diftance from 
his right flank, a confiderable body was coming 
over the plain of Hulfte, and marching towards 
Crevelt. Not knowing whether this body was 
followed by the whole army, or whether it was 
only a detachment of it that was marching that 
way. His Serene Highnefs halted till towards the 
evening, when he received certain information, 
that the French army had marched towards Nuys, 
and that the Prince de Clermont had only detached 
this corps, under the command of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral 
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neral Count de St. Germain, in order to take pod A. D. 
at Crevelt. 1 

Upon this information his Highnefs fent his 
light troops and huffars to Kempen and Wachten- 
donck, and ordered the army into their camp again. 

On the 1 6th he changed the pofition of the 
army. 

On the 17th his Highnefs went himfelf to re- 
connoitre, towards Kempen, the pofition of the 
enemy’s detachment at Crevelt, but could not 
guefs at their reafon for fixing this detachment at 
fuch a diftance from their army. In order, there- 
fore, to be better informed of it, and to fee the 
countenance this corps could hold, he ordered the 
Prince of Holftein, with ten Prufiian fquadrons, 
the five fquadrons of huffars, and the three bat- 
talions of Sporcken guards, and Prince Charles, 
to march early in the morning of the 18th to- 
wards Kempen, whilft the Prince of Holftein 
fhould advance with his corps towards Hulfte : 
whereby it would clearly appear, whether M. de 
St. Germain would retreat towards the army, or 
whether the army of Prince de Clermont would 
advance towards Crevelt, in order to encamp 
there. Agreeable to this plan, his Highnefs the 
hereditary Prince of Brunfwick fet forward on the 
19th from the camp, with 12 battalions. He 
marched direftly towards Kempen, from whence 
he could perceive no alteration in the pofition of 
Count de St. Germain. 

At fix o’clock in the morning, his Serene High- 
nefs Prince Ferdinand in perfon followed the he- 

Vol. III. L reditary 
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reditary Prince to Kempen. He perceived fome 
movements in the flying camp, which were of a 
nature to induce him to believe, that M. de St. 
Germain defigned to march againft the Prince of 
Holftein, who was encamped near Hulfte. Soon 
after he was pofitively informed, that the whole 
of the French army had quitted Nuys, and were 
advanced on this fide Crevelt ; on which, having 
taken his meafures, and formed a plan, as the cafe 
required, Major General Wangenheim was order- 
ed to advance early the next day, with his corps 
towards Hulfte, and Lieutenant General Sporcken 
was directed to march after midnight, with the 
army, and to advance likewife to the plain between 
Hulfte and Kempen. On the 20th of June all 
the troops his Serene Highnefs could difpofe of, 
were, by this means, reunited in this camp, the 
right of which extended towards Kempen, and 
the left towards Hulfte. The head quarters were 
fixed at Kempen, and, in order to prevent any 
ufelefs movements, his Highnefs ordered the 
quarter mafter general not to regard the rank of 
the different corps, nor the order of battle, but 
to place the regiments, as a great part of them 
were actually polled. 

On the 21ft was obferved a great movement in 
the advanced corps of Count St. Germain, and 
about ten in the morning, after decamping, they 
filed off to their left, and marched towards An- 
rath, where they joined their grand army. 

In making this motion they abandoned the town 
of Crevelt, which was on the front of their right 


wings 
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wing; the Hanoverian chafleurs pofiefied them- A - D- 
felves of it directly, and his Highnefs alfo went 
himfelf there to reconnoitre the pofition of their 
camp, which was clearly difcovered from the flee- 
ple at Crevelt. He did not think fit either to keep 
the faid poll, or to make any change in the por- 
tion of his army ; in confequence of which, he 
ordered the chafleurs and hufiars away from that 
place, and the enemy repoflefied themfelves of it 
an hour afterwards. 

On the 2 2d his Highnefs went again to recon- 
noitre the camp of the enemy, particularly on the 
fide of St. Anthony, on the heath, which led to- 
wards their left. And although he found many 
difficulties, principally on account of the country’s 
being very woody, and having inclofures fur- 
rounded with large and deep ditches, he refolved 
to march the next day to the enemy, and attack 
them in their camp. 

In confequence of this refolution, the army was 
ordered to be under arms on June 23, at one in 
the morning, and not to change any thing in the 
camp, but to leave all their baggage in it, and 
wait there for further orders. 

He affigned the command of the whole left Order of 
wing, conlifting of 18 battalions ar#i 28 fqua- battle ‘ 
drons, to Lieutenant General Sporcken, and gave 
the command of the right wing, compofed of 16 
battalions and 14 fquadrons, to the hereditary 
Prince and Major General Wangenheim ; which, 
by the addition of the two regiments of Pruffian 
dragoons, Holftein and Finckenftein, of five 

L 2 fquadrons 
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A. D. fquadrons each, made a corps of 24 fquadrons, 

I7s8, to be commanded by the Prince of Holftein, as 
the infantry was by the hereditary Prince. 

At four in the morning, the army began to 
move, the right advanced in two columns as far 
as St. Anthony, and the left the fame diftance, on 
the plain leading to Crevelt, half a league (hort of 
it, v/here they halted to receive frefh orders. His 
Highnefs Prince Ferdinand went up the fteeple of 
St. Anthony, and fent for the two Princes of Hol- 
ftein and Brunfwick. There they obferved at lei- 
fure the pofition of the enemy’s camp, where all 
was very quiet. He alfo fent for feveral perfons 
thither, who were acquainted with the country, 
to learn from them by what routs we could ad- 
vance by, towards the enemy ; and being informed 
of many other points, abfolutely neceflary to be 
known, his Highnefs refolved to march to the right, 
and endeavour to come up with the enemy by the 
.villages of Vorft and Anrath, on the flank of their 
left wing. But, in order to raife doubts in the 
enemy, as to the fide, on which the real and prin- 
cipal attack would be made, he gave orders for 
Lieutenant General Sporcken to fend Lieutenant 
General Oberg, with fix battalions of the fecond 
line, Hodenberg’s and Bremer’s regiments of 
horfe, and that of the body guards, towards St. 
Anthony, and to give them fix 12 pounders. 
Befides this, his Highnefs gave orders, that when 
the adlion fhould begin on the enemy’s left, M. 
de Sporcken, by way of Crevelt, and M. d’Oberg, 
by way of St. Anthony, lkould do their utmoft 

to 
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to advance and penetrate into the enemy’s army; 
but however not to venture too far, unlefs they 
ihould be aflured that his attack fucceeded to his 
wifh. His Highnefs chiefly recommended it to His High- 
them, to make good ufe of their heavy artillery, "^!dai di-' 
in order to oblige the enemy to employ their at- regions 

. . ...... . about the 

tention as much upon their right wing and center, artillery, 
as on their left, and to engage and divide their 
attention equally in three different places, which 
would prevent them from fending any reinforce- 
ment to the real attack, for fear of weakening 
- themfelves in fome part or other, where an im- 
prefiion might be made. 

The dilpofitions being made, his Highnefs put 
himfelf at the head of the grenadiers of the right 
wing, at eight in the morning, and taking the 
road that leads to the village of Vorft, which he 
left on his right, the army advanced in two co- Advance* 
lumns towards Anrath, where there was a detach- lumns. C °' 
rnent of 400 of the enemy, half horfe and half 
foot, who, after fome difcharges of mulketry on Attacks a 
each fide, fell back towards their camp, which fhe'Lemy. 
was not above half a mile diftant from them, and 
there gave the alarm. His Highnefs then caufed 
the troops to advance, and double their fpeed to 
get out of the defiles ; he ranged them, in order Forms the 
of battle in the plain, between the villages of of bat ' 
Anrath and Willich, and marched dire&ly to- 
wards the wood, which covered their left. Before 
Prince Ferdinand gave the order for attacking, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven for near a minute, and 
then drawing his fword, faid, “ Brethren, we 

L 3 “ have 
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A. D. « h aV e a good caufe, put your truft in Providence, 
17?8 ' “ you fee God is with us, the wind is changed, 

to the iol- and it is now on our liae. 

die;s ‘ At one o’clock at noon, the enemy began to 

Engages a< cj ;> The Duke caufcd his artillery forthwith to 

the enemy, # J 

advance, which, being greatly fuperior to that of 
the enemy, facilitated the means of his infantry’s 
forming themfelves over againfl. the wood, and of 
his cavalry’s extending upon his right towards 
the village of Willich, making a (hew as if they 
defigned to turn the enemy’s left flank, to take 
them in the rear. After a cannonade as violent as 
it was well fupported, his Highnefs faw plainly, 
that he muft come to the point of endeavouring 
In a wood, to force the enemy out of the wood by fmall 
arms ; wherefore the hereditary Prince put himfelf 
at the head of the firfl: line, that is to fay, of two 
battalions of the grenadiers of Schulenbourg and 
Schack, of the regiments of Biock, Sporcken, 
Hardenberg, Wangenheim, Poll and Dreves; 
and advanced, with the whole front, diredlly to- 
wards the wood. The fire then became there ex- 
tremely hot on each fide, and neither dilcontinued, 
nor, in any degree diminifhed, for two hours and 
an half. In the mean while all the other battalions 
entered, likewife, the wood; fo that there re- 
mained but eight lquadrons, which formed a corps 
of referve, upon the plain, ready to be employed 
where circumftances fhould require. 

The other 16 fquadrons, which were upon our 
right, never could penetrate on the other fide of 
the wood, on account of two batteries, which 

the 
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the enemy had placed there, and which were ^D. 
fuftained by above 40 fquadrons. In fhort, about 
five o’clock in the afternoon, the hereditary 
Prince, aflifted by the Major Generals Kilman- 
iegge and Wangenheim, gave orders for an attack 
to be made, by the grenadiers, upon the two 
ditches that were in the wood, and that were lined 
with the enemy’s infantry : and they were forced 
one after the other. The other regiments of in* Enemy 

r . driven out 

fantry did the lame all along their front. By of the 
which means part of the enemy’s infantry was ' A00C '’' 
entirely thrown into confufion, and retired out of 
the wood in the utmoft diforder, without ever being 
able to rally. The Hanoverian foot followed 
them, but without venturing to purfue them, on 
account of the enemy’s cavalry, which, notwith- 
ftandingthe terrible fire of our artillery, not only 
kept the bed countenance pofiible, but even co- 
vered their infantry that was flying, in fuch a 
manner as to protect them from our cavalry, that, 
between five and fix in the evening, had found 
means to gain the plain. The Heffian dragoons, 
and the regiment of cavalry of the fame nation, 
had two (hocks with the royal carabineers of Pro- 
vence, and the regiment of Roufiillon, and broke 
them. This was all that the cavalry had to do in 
this day. A fquadron of the carabineers attempt- 
ed to penetrate through our infantry, and attacked 
the battalions of Port; and Dreves, but with a con- 
fiderable lofs ; and though about 40 of them did 
indeed ftrce their way, they were never able to 
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rejoin their corps, and were all killed either by 
(hot or bayonet. 

The enemy then did not think proper, or find 
themfelves in a condition, to difpute the ground 
any longer •, but retired towards Vifchell, and from 
thence took the road, that leads towards Nuys. 
In the flight they loft a great number of men and 
horfes. 

During this whole affair, the fire of the artillery 
of the Generals Sporcken and Oberg had done 
great execution-, but as the diflance, they were at, 
made them uncertain, as to the turn affairs had 
taken on the Prince’s fide, they never ventured 
to attack the enemy’s front, oppofite to them, fo 
that the enemy’s right wing and center retired, in 
the greateft order, towards Nuys, leaving the allies 
'mailers of the field of battle, after a lofs on their 
fide, of between feven and 8,000 men killed, 
wounded, and taken prifoners. 

Such was the end of this a&ion, which coft 
our army 10 officers, 1 7 fubalterns, 269 common 
men, and 997 horfes killed : 15 officers, 38 fub- 
alterns, 701 common men, and 55 horfes dan- 
geroufly wounded: 19 officers, 38 fubalterns, 
372 common men, and five horfes flightly wound- 
ed : 33 foldiers and 27 horfes miffing. So that 
-the whole killed, wounded and miffing, amounts 
to 44 officers, 93 fubalterns, 1375 common men, 
-and 184 horfes. On the fide of the French, the 
chevalier de jVfuy, Lieutenant General, received 
three wounds, one on the head and two in the 
ami 1 the Count de Gifors was mortally wounded; 
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as was alfo the Count de Maille, colonel of the A ^’ 
regiment of Conde. The Duke de Montmorenci, 
colonel of the regiment of Touraine, was alfo 
dangeroufly wounded, as was likewife the Count 
de Lauraguais, colonel of that of Roufillon. 

Colonel Lochman had his arm broke. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Efcher, with four captains andfeven- 
teen other officers of the fame regiment were like- 
wife wounded. Six or eight regiments were en- 
tirely ruined. 

There were found on the field of battle two 
uniforms with the enfigns of the order of the 
Holy Ghoff, nine pieces of cannon, eight four 
pounders, feven ftandards, two pair of kettle- 
drums, and twenty-two officers of diftin&ion were 
taken in the purfuit. When Prince Ferdinand 
went the next day to view the field of battle, and 
the principal officers made him their compliments PrinceFer- 
upon the vi&ory, he faid, with tears in his eyes, 

“ Gentlemen, I befeech you fay nothing more of 
“ that kind ; look upon thofe bloody carcafes, that 
“ deform the field : this is the tenth that in the 
“ courfe of my life I have feen, and I fincerely 
“ pray God it may be the laft.” 

The light troops were Tent to harrafs the ene- 
my’s retreat •, and at nine in the evening all our 
three different corps joined each other in the field, 
from whence the enemy had been driven, and re- 
mained there all night under arms. 

It was faid that the French were 65,000 ffrong, Strength of 
and the Britifh army not more than 30,000 ; that n ° e s. U 
the French were forced againft their will to fight; 

s '• and 
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and that they ran away, loft their tents, baggage, 
and cannon e . 

Prince 

e The following is Count de Clermont’s relation of the bat- 
tle on the 23d of June at Crevelt. 

“ On the 22d his Serene Highnefs the Count de Clermont 
having received advice that the enemy, who were encamped 
from Kempen to Hulft, were preparing to come, and attack 
him, he made the proper difpolitions for their reception. On 
the 23d, at ten in the morning, his Serene Ilighnefs was in- 
formed that feveral columns of the enemy were in fight, 
marching up to his camp. He immediately put hio whole 
army under arms. The right extended to the wood at Vifche- 
lon, from whence it lined the Landverih as far a; the farm of 
Hokelxmey. A little further, in the fame line, towards An- 
rath (in which was the royal legion) he ported four battalions. 
He alfo placed oppofite to the farm of Hermefdeck, a re- 
ferve confiding of carabineers and dragoons. On the right 
was another fervice, comported of the grenadiers of France, 
and the royal grenadiers, and the brigade of Navarre. Be- 
hind the foot, in the center, were two lines of horfe. Cre- 
velt was occupied by a detachment of 800 foot, horfe, and 
huffars. 

“ Such were our difpofitions, when the enemy prefented 
themfelves, approaching infenfibly to Crevelt on the right, to 
Anrath on the left, and to the farm of Hokelxmey in the cen- 
ter. His Serene Highnefs, after fome (kirmirtiing, made the 
detachment at Crevelt, which was ported there only to watch 
the motions of the enemy, fall back upon the line. He alfo 
made the royal legion join the left wing. 

“ About noon the enemy made their difpofitions for at* 
tacking us in three different parts. They fell on Anrath firft, 
which could not be defended, becaufe it was too far diftant 
from the left of our line. From thence the enemy advanced 
to the plain between the Niers and a fmall wood that runs pa- 
rallel to that river. His Serene Highnefs had lined this wood 
with 15 battalions, compofed of the brigades de la Marine, 
de Touraine, and the detached regiments of Brancas and 

Lochman, 
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Prince Ferdinand refolved now to lay liege to A. D. 
DufTeldorp, a city that belonged to the Prince ^ ^ ^ 

Palatine j 0 f Duffel- 

dorp. 

Loch man, and 30 fquadrons, in order to oppofe the enemy, if 
they ffiould attempt to advance that way. 

enemv began their three attaclcs at one time, fdis 
Serene Highnefs foon perceived that their real attack was that 
in the wood on the left. He fent for the referve, which con- 
fided of the grenadiers of France, the royal grenadiers, and 
the brigade of Navarre. But by an inconceivable fatality, 
the officers, whom his Serene Highnefs ordered to bring up 
thefe brigades, milled them, and this referve did not come up 
foon enough. The 1 3 battalions, after fuftaining a fire of 
three hours, and repolfing the enemy three times, were at lad 
obliged to fall back, after fuffering great lofs, and caufing the 
enemy to fuffer a greater, who finding the fire of our infantry 
flacken, drew up in the plain. His Serene Highnefs ordered 
the carabineers and the two battalions of hoi fe of Royal Rouf- 
fillon and Aquitaine to charge them. The enemy were driven 
back to the wood. But as they had their principal force in 
that part, and could bring up frefh troops every minute, they 
again poured into the plain in greater numbers ; and it was no 
longer poffible for the cavalry to attack them with advantage. 

“ As the referve which his Serene Highnefs fent for, did 
not come up, he gave orders for a retreat, which was made in 
the greateft order, the enemy not daring to follow us, and our 
army arrived at Neufs without being annoyed in the lead on 
its march. We brought off our wounded. His Serene High- 
nefs judging his pofition at Neufs to be improper, either for 
waiting for the enemy, or for marching to them, is come, 
after halting there one day, to encamp at Woringhen.’* 

The people at Paris received the news of this defeat with 
the utmoft concern : a letter written on that occafion will ferve, 
in fome meafure, to fhew their defpondency. “ We know not, 
fays the writer, precifely the amount of our lofs; but it is 
certain the enemy gained the field of battle.— Mean while, 
till we are informed of the particulars of this fatal day, and 
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Palatine ; but lent to the French for a place of 
arms and magazines ; garrifoned with 2,oco men. 
In this meafure his Serene Highnefs had two views; 
either to deftroy their magazines in this town and 
make the garrifon prifoners ; or to force the army 
to refcue its complete ruin, in their relief. Accord- 
ingly on the 28th he appeared before Duflfeldorp, 
and fummoned it to furrender : four batteries were 
erefted, and plyed the town very brifkly with 
bombs and bullets ; fo that in the fpace of five days 
they beat down and reduced So houfes to afhes, 
and damaged many more, amongfi: which were 
the Ele&or’s palace, feveral churches and other 
public and {lately buildings : under whole heaps 
of rubbifh many perfons perifned. On the- 3d of 

of the true caufes of this new difgrace to our arms, whrlft we 
deplore the lofs of fo many gallant men, we cannot help at- 
tributing it to the levity and paffion for pleafure that prevails 
atprelent; and which are attended with diffipation,- incapa- 
city, and continual craving. Jnftead of ftudying their duty, 
and qualifying themfelves to difcharge it ; inftead of attending 
the welfare and intereftof their country, and ftriftly following 
the King’s intentions and commands, we fee, to the difgrace 
of the nadon, that moft of the leading men in our army have 
minded only the enriching themfelves by the defolation and 
ruin of the enemy’s country ; and wliilft they authorize by their 
example, and for their own private gain, corruption and 
frauds in the corn miflaries, they have deftroyed an army, 
which, under a ( Marfhal Saxe, would have given law to all 
Germany. Hence we lee the Baftiiefill : three officers of high 
rank are juft now fent thither, and no lefs than twelve were 
lodged in it before. 7 hefe afts of juft feverity will, we hope, 
bring back the ancient fpirit of honour, difcipline, and ceco- 
nomy, by which ourgenerals and officers were diftinguiffied in 
former times.” 


July 
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July Prince Ferdinand being applied to by the 
principal burgers, for leave for the towns people 
to withdraw with their effeCts, a fufpenfion of 
arms was granted for a certain time : during which, 
the governor, having no expectations of relief, ca- 
pitulated for the garrifon to march out with the Capitu- 
honours of war: but an immenfe quantity of 
flores, ammunition, provifion, and a numerous 
and fine train of French artillery, were delivered 
up with the city. 

The battle of Crevelt and the lofs of Duffel- Pnnce of 
dorp, finifhed the command of the Prince of gives up 
Clermont, for he was fuperfeded by M. de Con- mandtcf 
tades, who was charged with the command of the M - Coa - 

S4 

French forces on the Rhine, till the arrival of M. 
de Eftrees, reftored. But all this adverfe fortune 
did not divert the attention of the French miniftry 
from their original plan of operations againfl thofe 
countries, from which their grand army had been 
fo lately driven, with fuch difgrace. Prince Sou- Pnnce 
bize was ordered to march with the army under marches 
his command, and to penetrate into the Land- for Hefr “' 
gravate of Flelfe. But he was not able to exe- 
cute thefe orders with the fuccefs his court ex- 
pected. For, as his vanguard attempted to take His van 
poft at Otterheim, between Jieffen and Marpurg, ihemUhiZ 
the Heffian militia came fuddenly upon them, and 
killed or took them prifoners, though they were 
a feleCt corps drawn out of two regiments and 
Fifcher’s troops. Had this defeat been properly 
improved by the regular troops then affembling 

under 
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A. D. under Prince Yfenberg, Hefle would have had no- 
thing more to fear from a French invafion. 

Motives This march of the Prince of Soubize was in- 
bize’s° U ~ tended to drive Prince Ferdinand back from the 
march. Khine, or at leaft to divide his forces for the de- 
fence of the countries of the Britifh allies. But 
his Serene Highnefs had formed a counter plan, 
either to cut off Soubize’s army in Hefle, or to 
oblige him to come to the afliftance of M. de 
Contades. For this purpofe Prince Yfenberg 
had orders to oppofe the progrefs of the French 
on that fide, with every art, without rifking a bat- 
tle, till the laft pufh, and in the moil advantage- 
Motives ous fituation. By this means his Serene Highnefs 
Ferai" nCC h°P e d t0 § a ^ n time, h e Should be ftrengthened 
nand’s w ith the Britifh troops, confiding of 2068 men, 
this occa° n and 3000 horfes, which had embarked, and were 
flon ‘ daily expected in his army, by the way of Emb- 
den. In the mean time his Serene Highnefs 
marched to Ruremond on the Maefe, with a de- 
fign to transfer the feat of war into the enemy’s 
country ; which, feconded by the naval operations 
on feveral parts of the coafl: of France, was ex- 
pected to oblige Soubize’s army and all their 
forces to haften back from Germany, to defend 
their own country f . How this excellent plan 
failed will be feen in the courfe of this hiftory. 

f A plan that feems to have been concerted with the Britifh 
miniltry, and by them formed upon the molt obvious and moft 
apparent circumftances to promife fuccefs, when our army was 
flufhed with vidlory, and had palled the Rhine, and the French 
in no condition to flop their progrefis, without manifeftly weak- 
ening every part of their German plan of operations. 
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As foon as our miniftry received advice of the A. D. 
vidory gained by Prince Ferdinand at Crevelt, ° 
and of the furrender of Duffeldorp to his arms, troops or- 
he was ordered to maintain his ftation, with P r °- G e r ^ a f °J.. 
mife of an immediate reinforcement of Britifh 
troops, which he had long folicited and with 
them to penetrate into the enemy’s country, as 
foon as he fhould have notice of the execution of 
a fecret expedition, then under confideration to 
favour his operations. 

The troops, in number 2068 men and 3000 Embarked, 
horfes, were fhipped off for Germany, and arrived 
at Embden on the 20th day of July s , under the 
command of the Duke of Marlborough and Lord 
George Sackville, who preferred this fervice on 
the continent, (as more agreeable to their own fen- 
timents in favour of a continental war) to any 
conned ions with naval operations on the coaft of 
France: And this didike to expeditions againft 
the coaft of France diffufed itfelf fo fafhionably 
amongft the friends of continental meafures and 
the military officers, that the government was at 
laft driven to fuch an alternative, that they muft 

% The Generals and regiments of horfe and foot , fent to Germany % 
to join the army on the Rhine > under the command of Princt 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick . 

Generals. Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, 

Marquis of Granby, General Waldegrave, General Sir John 
Whiteford, Major General Kingfley. 

Horfe. Blue's, Bland’s, Howar ds, Scots Grays, General 
Cholmondeley's, Sir John .Vordaunt's. 

Foot. Napier’s, Kinfley's, Hulke’s, Hume’s, Stuart’s, 

BrudenelFs, from Embden, replaced by 400 invalids. 

either 
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General 
Bligh, why 
appointed 
to the 
command 
againft 
Cher- 
bourg. 

A defcent 
refolved on 
by the mi- 
niftcr. 


Why? 


The com- 
manders 
by lea and 
land. 


either accept of a general, that had fcarce ever 
been remembered amongft the rewards of merit, 
who was now fent for from Ireland, upon a quite 
different command and fervice, and almoft worn 
out in the fervice of his country, and with age *, or 
give up the thoughts of a littoral war upon France. 

The minifter, reduced to this dilemma, was too 
well convinced of the expediency and neceffity of 
this kind of attack upon our enemy, either to be 
difcouraged by the bad countenance, with which 
the laft expedition had been conducted in the ene- 
my’s country ; or to be compelled, by the refolu- 
tion of the military gentlemen, not to refume the 
plan of another defcent upon the fame coaft. A 
mifcarriage under the prelent circumftances would 
be more advantageous to the national intereft, 
than no attempt. A defcent muft be made to 
caufe a diverfion in favour of our allies ; to en- 
gage the enemy to employ in their own defence, 
a confiderable part of their forces ; and to difturb 
and fhake the credit of their public loans : a 

Bligh, or a , with the chara&er of an ho- 

neft and brave foldier, trained up in the art of 
war, and in the fervice of his country, was as ca- 
pable of this command, as any of thofe great 
names, that had rejected the offer. Time was pre- 
cious : the fervice was necefiary : the minifter did 
not hefitate a moment. Lieutenant General Bligh, 
who had been fent for from Ireland to command 
the troops going to Germany, was greatly fur- 
prized on his arrival at London, that his deftina- 
tion was changed for the command of this expedi- 
tion. 
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tion, which had been refufed by thole concerned 
in the former : however he was appointed to the 
command by land. Who thought it his duty 
to accept thereof*, and got ready, in three days 
after, to carry his inftrucHons h into execution, 

though 

* Secret Infractions for our trujly and well beloved Thomas Bligb 9 
Efq m y Lieutenant General of cur forces , whom we have appointed 
General and Commander in Chief of all and fingular our troops 
and land forces , appointed or to be appointed , for a fecret expedi- 
tion for our fervice ; or for fuch other ojfcer y on whom the com- 
mand in chief of our faid troops and land forces may devolve . 
Given at our court at Kenfington the l%tb day of July , 1758, 
in the thirty fecond year of our reign . 

Having by our commifiion, bearing date the 13th day of 
this inftant, appointed you to be General and Commander in 
Chief of all and fingular our forces appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed for a fecret expedition ; for your better difcharge of 
the great and important truft thereby repofed in you, we have 
judged it proper to give you the following inftrudtions. 

I. You fhall, immediately upon the receipt of thefe our in- 
ftru&ions, repair to the Ifle of Wight, where we have appoint- 
ed fhips to convey you, and the forces under your command, 
to the coaft of France ; and fo foon as the faid forces (hall be 
embarked, you (hall accordingly proceed without lofs of time, 
under convoy of fuch of our (hips of war as (hall be judged 
proper for that purpofe. And our trufty and well-beloved 
Richard Howe, Efq; whom we have appointed Commander 
in Chief of our faid (hips, is inftrudted to co operate with 
you, and to be aiding and aflifting in all fuch enterprizes, as, 
by thefe our inftruftions, you (hall be directed to undertake, 
for our fervice. 

II. Whereas we have determined, with the blefling of God, 
to profecute the juft war, in which we are engaged againft the 
French King, with the utmoft vigour ; and it being highly ex- 
pedient, and of the greateft utility, to continue fome cxpedi- 

Vo l. III. " M tion, 
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A. IX though he forefavv the uncertainty of the event j for 
1/58 ‘ the people at Cherburg, the only place fixed upon 

in 


tion, that may caufe a diverfion, and engage the enemy to 
employ, in their own defence, a confderable part of their 
forces, deftined to invade and opprefs the liberties of the Em- 
pire, and to fubvert the independency of Europe; and, if 
poffible, to make fome effectual impreflion on the enemy, 
which, by diiturbing and fhaking the credit of their public 
loans, and at the lame time fecuring and protecting the com- 
merce of our own fubjeds, by (Iriking at the principal feats of 
their privateers, as well as by difconcerting, and in part fru- 
ftratirg, their dangerous and extenfive operations of war, 
may reflect luftre on our arms, and add life and (trength to 
the common caufe : our will and pieafure is, that you do exert 
your utmoft endeavours to land, if ic (hall be found practicable, 
with the troops under your command, at or near Cherburg, on 
the coiift of Normandy, and to attack the batteries, forts and 
town of Cherburg; and in cafe, by the blcffing of God upon 
our arms, the faid place fhall be carried, and that our troops 
fhall be able to maintain themfelves there, a competent time, 
for demolilhing and deftroying the port and bafon, together 
with all the (hips, naval (lores and woiks, batteries, fortifica- 
tions, arfenals, and magazines, thereunto belonging, you are 
to ufe all poffible means, effectually to demolifh and deftroy 
the fame ; and you are alfo to exert fuch other efforts, as you 
(hall judge mod proper, to annoy and ciftrefs the enemy — 
When this iervice (hall be completed, or in cafe the attack 
abovementioned on Cherburg fhall not fucceed, our will and 
pieafure is, that you do proceed to carry a w'arm alarm along 
the coaft of France, and to make defeents upon any part, or 
parts thereof ; and attack any place, that may be found practi- 
cable, from the eallermoft point of Normandy, as far weft- 
ward as Morlaix, inclufive ; and you are to carry into execu- 
tion all, or any of the above operations, in fuch order of 
time, as from the circumftances of the wind and weather, 
(hall be moil advifcable, and mod conducive to our fervice ; 

and 
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in his inftruftions, having been already alarmed, 
were prepared to receive him : befides the number 

of 

and whereas the diverfion hereby propofed to be made, is of 
the higheft importance to the good of the common caufe, our 
will and pleafure is, that you do continue with as much vigour, 
and give as much duration to the various operations of the 
prefent expedition, as ihall be found practicable, and confident 
with the good of our fervice, as well from the ftrength and 
tenable nature of any place or poft, whereof you may be- 
come mailer, as from the force, which the enemy {hall colled 
in thofe parts, to oppofe you, and from the circumilances and 
ittuation of our troops and fhips ; during which time, you are 
to exert all fuch efforts for annoying the enemy, as you ihall 
judge proper; and you are in all cafes, to prcferve, with the 
utmoft attention and circumfpedlion, the communication with 
our fhips. 

III. Whereas the fuccefs of this expedition will very much 
depend upon an intire good undemanding between our land 
and fea officers ; we do hereby ilriClly enjoin and require you, 
on your part , to maintain and cultivate fuch a good under- 
ftanding and agreement ; and to order, that the foldiers under 
your command, fhoald man the fhips, when there ihall be oc- 
cafion for them, and when they can be fpared from the land 
fervice ; as the Commander in Chief of our fquadron is in- 
ftruCted on his part, to entertain and cultivate the fame good 
UBderilanding and agreement, and to order the failors and 
marines, under his command, to affiif our land forces, and to 
man the batteries, when there ihall be occafion for them, and 
when they can be fpared from the fea fervice ; and in order to 
titabliih the ftriCleft union that may be, between you, and the 
Commander in Chief of our fnips, you are hereby required 
to communicate thefe inllru&ions to him, and he will be di- 
refted to communicate thofe, he ihall receive, to you. 

IV. You ihall, from time to time, and as you ihall have op- 
portunity, fend conllant accounts of your proceedings, in the 
execution of thefe our infiraftions, to one of our principal 

*4 2 fecretarie* 
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of troops had been diminifhed about one third 
part by ficknefs j and three of the beft batta- 
lions were fent to Germany, from the forces em- 
ployed at St. Maloes. The command by fea was 
given to Richard Howe, Efq; now Lord Howe ; 
whofe behaviour on former expeditions, and ala- 
crity in this fervice, had in a particular manner re- 
commended him to the favour of his fovereign : 
and in order to wipe off fome of that difguft, 
which might have diffufed itfelf, from the averlion 
propagated by the late commanders, amongft the 
army, his Royal Highnefs Prince Edward, now 
Duke of York, attended with many volunteers of 
noble extra&ion, and gentlemen of merit and 
fortune, was pleafed to countenance this expedi- 
tion with his prefence. 

Cherburg, the firft and chief objedl deftined 
for deftruftion by this armament, is a city and 
fea port, which, both by its fituation and im- 
provement in ftrength and commodioufnefs for 
great fhips, promifed in time to become the great- 
eft fcourge of the Britifh coaft, and the terror of 
our navigation in the channel. The town is fitu- 
ated in a plain, within the diftrift of La Hogue, 

fecretaries of (late ; from whom you will receive fuch further 
orders and inftru&ions as we may think proper to give you, 

V. In cafe the circumftances of our troops under your com- 
mand, or any urgent neceflity, fhould require leaving the coafts 
of France, before you can receive our orders for that purpofe • 
you are, in cafe of fuch neceflity, to return to England, and 
land the troops at fuch of our j orts, as (hall be mod conve- 
nient. 

3 on 



His Royal Highnefs E DVARD Duke of York. 









) 


i \ 











>•31 













■ V > 

• J #^* - 





' * >-•> / «r 

4 :* , “ y 







I 

f 


tl . . 



i8i 


the LATE WAR. 

on the north fide of Lower Normandy, and in ^.D. 
that part of the province known by the name of 
the Peninfula Cotentin, at the bottom of a large 
bay, formed like a crefcent, by the Capes Bar- 
fleur and La Hogue. On the north it is bounded 
by the fea : on the eaft by a large plain, about 
three miles long : On the weft by another plain, 
about a mile and half in length ; and on the fouth 
by an agreeable profpedt of fruitful ground, and 
the hill of Roule, on whofe fummit is the great 
foreft of Brix and Turlaville ; about 70 miles from 
Portfmouth. 

It was always looked upon as a place of fome A place 
confequence, both for defence, and for annoying quenC e. 
the Britifh coaft : for which purpofe it had been 
well fortified. But in 1687, Lewis XIV. with 
the advice of Marfhal Vauban, gave orders to 
have it fortified in the modern way, and to add a 
capacious bafon to the harbour, for the reception 
of a large fleet of men of war. In confequence of 
this refolution the new works were immediately 
begun, and the wall was carried a great height in 
the year 1688. But in the following year both 
the old and new fortifications were demolifhed ; 
nothing remaining but two towers, part of the old 
fortifications •, one of which was converted into a 
magazine of gunpowder. 

The town contains about 6000 inhabitants. Inh * bi £ C 
Out of which is formed a militia, confifting of ** 
four companies, commanded by a major, an aid- Strength, 
major, four captains, four lieutenants, and four 
cnfigns or fecond lieutenants : and a party of this 

M 3 militia. 


lol 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 


A D. 
1758. 


Maibour. 


Expeditic 
fleet i'aiis 


militia, draughted out of each company, mounts 
guard daily. 

Here are five forts upon the bay; the Turla- 
ville redoubt, the Longlet, theGalette, theEquer- 
dreville and the Cherfeville. In time of war a 
fourth part, and fome times one half, or more, of 
the citizens are obliged to keep conftant guard in 
the Galette, the molt confiderable fort ; becaufe 
the fhips fhelter themfelves under this fort, till 
they get water enough to carry them into the 
harbour. The Turlaville is fituated S. E. of 
the town, the other forts towards the W. and 
N. W. 

The harbour lies on the E. and S. fides of the 
town, and the entrance to it is S. and N. The 
tide here is 1 3 or 14 feet, at high water : at low 
water there remains no more than the water of 
the river : and it is fecured from the violence of 
the N. E. winds by the ifland of Pelee, which 
lies at the mouth of the harbour to the N. E. in 
extent 400 fathoms from N. W. to S. E. and 
300 from E. N. E. to W. S. W. Within was the 
bafon, which with the piers, had coft the crown of 
France upwards of one million fterling. 

Againft this place Commodore Howe, with his 
fleet and tranfports, Lieutenant-General Bligh, 
and his troops on board, fet fail from St. Helen’s 
on the firft day of Auguft. They arrived in Cher- 
burg road at feven in the evening, on the fixth 
of the fame month : and in an hour’s time the 
bombs began to play upon the town. At feven 
next morning the fleet got under way, and at nine 
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came to an anchor in the bay of Marais, two D- 
leagues weft of Cherburg, where about 3000 of 
the enemy, horfe and foot, appeared behind the 
fand-banks, as if they intended to difpute the 
landing of our troops. But the difpofitions being 
made for a defcent, the grenadiers and guards 
landed in flat-bottomed boats, about two in the 
afternoon, under the covert of a fmart fire from 
the frigates, bombs fioops and armed cutters. 

Elis Majefty’s troops, having made the fhore. Land, 
formed a (land with all the chearfulnefs imagin- 
able, under the command of General Drury, who 
marched them up to the poft of the enemy, and 
received three fires before he began the attack •, 
which was executed with fuch fpirit and vigour, 
that the French quitted their poft, and were pur- 
fued with great (laughter, efpecially amongft the 
horfe, fkulking in hedges and ditches; with the 
lofs of only twenty men killed and wounded on 
our fide. Here alfo were taken two pieces of 
b'rafs cannon, drawn down to this beach to oppofe 
our troops in their landing. It was not till next 
morning that the horfe and artillery landed: which 
was effected without moleftation. The army im- 
mediately formed, and at noon marched forward 
in two columns to Cherburg; and as they ap- Surrenders, 
proached the garrifon abandoned the place : lb 
that our army entered and took poffelfion thereof 
without oppofition, there being no fortifications 
to defend it, next the country. 

* Which were charged with a great quantity of balls, and 
did great execution amongft the French cavalry. 
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A manifefto was publifhed, which contained 
promifes of good difcipline and protection to thofe, 
who made no refiftance. This quieted the ap- 
prehenfions of the inhabitants, and kept them 
from deferting their habitations ; and contributed 
much to that civility, with which they received 
their Englilh guefts •, and almoft exceeded the ca- 
refles of the belt friends. 

But neither the march from the landing-place, 
nor the behaviour of our army under thofe fair 
promifes, have efcaped cenfure. As the enemy 
hovered about, and their numbers were not fuffi- 
ciently known, it was thought a little inconfiftent 
with that maxim in war, never to occupy any 
ground, but where you can exert your whole force 
to the beft advantage, for the commander in chief 
to encamp and hamper his troops in fuch a con- 
fined fituation, that the ground on which they 
laid all night did not exceed 400 paces : So 
that had the enemy attacked them in the front, 
or on the left, they would have been obliged to 
fight with infinite difadvantage ; the tents beino- 
pitched in a crouded and irregular manner. It 
was owing to the fame inattention that the inha- 
b-^nts had caule to complain of the outrages 
committed by our foldiers. It was not fufficient 
to prevent diforders by a mere prohibition or 
command. It was neceflary alfo to encamp re- 
gularly with the bulk of the army, in order to 
have the foldiers fuperintended. For the want of 
this precaution, difcipline grew relax, the foldiers 
lived at large, and indulged themfelves like brutes 
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in riot, licentioufnefs and plunder. A breach of D. 
faith very unbecoming the Englifh k *, and which I/ ^* 
had well nigh proved very fatal to themfelves •, 
for had it not been through the ftri<5t difcipline 
with which the foot-guards fet a laudable example 
of fobriety, the whole army were in danger of be- 
ing cut off, in that diffolute fcene of drunkennefs, 
that enfued a difcovery of the wine magazines : 
though there was a body of the enemy’s troops, 
fuperior to them, under a marfhal of France, and 
within a few hours march. 

General Bligh being now in poflcflion both of 
the city of Cherburg, and of the forts of Quer- 
queville. Hornet and Galet, proceeded, accord- 
ing to his inftru&ions, to deftroy the bafon 1 and Bafon, &c. 

° J deftroyed, 

the and artil- 


k See the note on p. 85. Vol. III. 

1 The mafonry of the bafon and jettys was fo Itrong, that 
the miners found it extremely difficult to enter it with their 
tools. But what was the moft curious of all, was the fluice* 
It was conftrudled by the famous M. de Caux, chief engi- 
neer to the prefent French King, and was about forty French 
feet broad, and 162 long, erefted upon a bottom of hard fand, 
two or three feet deep, under which was a bed of marie, and, 
feven or eight feet deeper, a bank of folid rock, of unknown 
thicknefs. To lay the foundation, fo as not to be incom- 
moded by the fea, the whole fpace was firft of all encom- 
pafled by a dam, five feet thick, coated with free-ftone, 
and lined with clay, the whole laid upon a bed of heath- 
broom, efpecially towards the fea, to prevent the fand from 
waffiing away. On the fide of the port, there was a fmall 
fluice, made by way of precaution, to let out the water, to 
be raifed by machines, when the tide was out ; laftly, to the 
depth of fixteen feet, was made an excavation, Efficiently 
wide for the workmen to turn with eafe every way about 

the 
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D. the two piers at the entrance of the harbour ; 
8 ‘ alfo to ruin the harbour itfelf, that it might be 

rendered 

the foundation. It was not without many obftruftions that 
the depth was gained, for innumerable fprings broke in upon 
the works, fo that twelve chain-pumps were conftantly em- 
ployed, and thofe fcarce fufficient to clear away the water, 
though theydelivered at leall 1 80 cubic toifes per hour. 
When the dam was furrounded by the full tide, they were 
forced to have recourfe to five other pumps, or mills, with 
vertical chaplets fixteen feet high, and fix or feven feet 
diameter. 

The excavation was begun by portions of about three fa- 
thom wide, and, when they came to a fufficient depth, piles 
were driven down, on which to fix the vertical mills. As 
the column of water to be raifed was fourteen or fifteen feet 
high, winches were applied of a proportionable ftrength. 
Thus the whole extent of the fluice was drained and hollowed 
out in about fix months, but the eredling the mafonry, &c. 
took up fome years. 

The mafly parts of the mafonry, of about four feet fquare 
each, were lengthened and more firmly connefted by iron 
cramps, fixed in with melted lead. Particular care was taken 
to chufe the hardeft of free Hone, fcarce any lefs than three 
fee t, or three feet and a half cube, and the ordinary cement 
was made in the following manner: 

Equal parts of the hardeft tile fhards, fragments of free- 
Hone, and fcorim from iron founderies, were powdered and 
fifted, and, when cleared and dried, w*erc mixed together, 
and a kind of bafon formed, in which they flacked about half 
the quantity of quick lime, and let it lie fome hour> ; after 
which they mixed all well together, and placed it on a ftone 
or wooden platform, to be beaten once a day with batts edged 
with iron, till the cement wms reduced to a fofc pafte. 

For filling up the joints of the free-ftone-facings of tne 
fluice, they ufed a cement made ot equal parts of teit-pow r der 
or pieces of crucibles, fandever, and fmith’s forge fcales, all 
reduced to powder, to which about half the quantity of flaked 

lime 
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rendered incapable of receiving and covering any 
of the King’s (hips of war •, and to demolifh all 
the batteries, forts, magazines and (lores at that 
place and along the coaft. There were feven and 

twenty 


lime was added. This compofition was mixed with the fame 
precautions as the former, and a quantity of the large red 
fnails without fliells were beat up into a pafte with the 
powder. ' 

On one of the fluices were found the foll6wing infcrip- 
tions : 

On the eaft fide. 


Hanc juflit Lodovix, fuafit Floraeus, et undis 
Curavit mediis Asfeldus furgere molem: 

Non aliis votis almae praefentior urbis. 

Ars fraena.it aquas, fludtus domuitque minaces. 
Hinc tutela viget, fiat copia, gloria crefcit, 

Hinc rex, hinc fapiens, herofque manebit in aevum. 


On the wed fide. 

LUDOVICI XV. Juffu, 

P'LORLE Confilio, 

ASFELDI Duftu, 

In yEvum flat hxc Moles. 

Ars, naturae vi&rix, aquarum impetum refraenat, facilem 
navibus tempeftate a&is aditum dat, tutelam afferit, copiam 
invehit, gloriam perpetuat, fimulque principem, fapientem, 
heroa, pofteritati commendat. 

In Englifh, thus ; 

Louis and Fleury truft to Asfeld’s care 
Amidft the waves to raife this mighty pier. 

Propitious to our pray’rs the fabric flood, 

Curb’d the fierce tide, and tam’d the threatning flood : 
Hence wealth and fafety flow, hence juft renown. 

The king, the ftatefman, and the hero crown. 


187 

A. D. 
i75 8 * 


This 


j88 The GENERAL HISTORY of 

A D. twenty fhips in the harbour, which were burnt. 

1758. 

One hundred and feventy-three pieces of iron can- 
non and three iron mortars were deftroyed, and 
twenty -two fine brafs cannon and two brafs mor- 
tars m were fent to England, with the colours 

taken 


This work. 

By the command of Louis XV, 

The advice of Cardinal Fleury, 

And the direction of Count Asfeld, 

Shall endure for ages. 

Here art has fubdued nature, fet bounds to the raging waves, 
opened an eafy paffage to fhips in diftrefs, enfured fafety, 
invited wealth, and perpetuated the glory of the monarch, 
the minifter, and general. 

Parody. By an officer in the expedition* 

Louis and Fleury moll, with Asfeld now, 

Refign to George, to Pitt, to Bligh, and Howe. 

One blaft deftroy’d the labour of an age. 

Let loofe the tides, 2nd bid the billows rage: 

Their wealth and fafety gone, their glory loft. 

The king’s, the llatefman’s, and the hero’s boaft. 

m A return of the brafs and iron ordnance, &c. At the 
batteries beyond Querqueville, great and fmall, 5 iron ord- 
nance; at three batteries on this fide ditto, 8 twelve and fix 
pounders, iron ; at Querqueville, 3 twelve pounders ditto ; at 
Hornet, 5 fix pounders ditto; at Querqueville, 6 twelve and 
fourteen inch iron mortars, 1 brafs ditto ; at Fort Galette, 
twenty-four pounders, 4 of brafs ; at ditto, fixteen ditto, 4 of 
ditto ; at ditto, twelve ditto, 2 of ditto ; at ditto, fourteen 
inch mortars, 2 of ditto ; on the road to Cherburg, twelve 
pounders, 2 of ditto ; at Longlette, 3 twelve pounders, iron, 
and 1 iron fourteen inch mortar ; in the town of Cherburg, 
of different fizes, 10 brafs, and 52 iron ordnance ; at the Sand- 
hill intrenchment, 1- fix pounders, iron; at Fort Tournaville, 
2 forty -two pounders, iron, and 1 brafs fourteen inch mortar. 

— Total 
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taken in this expedition. In the mean time, that A. D. 
the engineers, aflifted by the officers of the fleet I/S ‘ 
and artillery, were employed in the demolition of 
this harbour. Sec. the light horfe were detached 
to fcour the country, and to lay it under contri- 
bution n . But by venturing too near the camp, Several 

r . . Ikirmiflies. 

which the enemy was forming, and every hour re- 
inforced, at Walloign, about four leagues diftant 
from Cherburg, there happened feveral fkirmifhes 
between the out-parties of each army, in one of 
which the brave Captain Lindfey, one of the moft 
intelligent, a&ive and induftrious officers in the 
fervice of the light horfe, was wounded by a 
mufket-fhot; of which he died univerfally re- 
gretted °. 

This 

—Total 22 brafs ordnance, 99 iron ditto, 3 brafs mortars, 2 
iron ditto. Deftroyed at Fort Galette, thirteen \ inch) (hells 
400 ; at ditto, {hot of different kinds 6000 ; at ditto, flint, 
calks 1 ; at ditto, lead fhot, cafks 2 ; powder left for the ufe of 
the engineers deftroying the forts, barrels 17 ; ditto deftroyed, 
with a great quantity of ftores and fhot thrown into the fea, 
at the redoubt at Tournaville, barrels 13 ; filled cartridges for 
forty-two pounders 40 ; one large gun ; {hells of fourteen 
inches 21 1 ; deftroyed at Fort Galette, fmall arms 1 1 3 ; at 
Cherburg, ditto and mulketoons 300; at Hornet, pounds 
powder 21,000; at Cherburg magazine, ditto 27,000; 
match, tons 4. 

n They brought hoftages for the payment of i8,oool. 

0 The general, attended by fome of the commanding of- 
ficers, going out to reconnoitre, with a detachment of grena- 
diers and a party of light horfe, fome of the French cavalry 
appeared at a diftance. Captain Lindfey, of the light horfe, 
was immediately ordered tQ attack them, at the requeft, as it 

is 
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A. D. This firft objedt of General Bligh’s inftrudtions 
being performed, the troops re-embarked on the 
imbark and continued two days in the harbour 

without feeing an enemy to moleft or harrafs them 
in their retreat. And notwithftanding any cavils 
about the conduct, and delays, for which fome 
blamed the commander in chief ; it muft be al- 
import- lowed. That the importance of this blow was not 
bk>w. cUhlS on *y confiderable by the damage done the enemy; 
but it gave life and fpirit to our people : it made 
them feel their own legs again, and to look a 
Frenchman in the face, without any of thofe ap- 
prehenfions, that had grown out of paft mifcar- 
riages. It was now we faw cannon and colours, 
trophies taken off the walls of our enemies, car- 
ried in triumph p through the metropolis of the 

Britifli 

is faid, of fome young gentlemen, who were defirous to fee 
the horfe engage, he advanced with a brifk pace, without de- 
taching from his front and flanks ; and, falling in with a 
body of infantry polled behind a hedge, received a fevere fire, 
which obliged the light horfe to w heel about and retire. 

p On Saturday, the 16th of September, the cannon and 
mortars brought from Cherburg, having been expofed for 
fometime in Hyde-Park, parted by his Majefly, and fet out 
from Hyde-Park, and came through the city in grand procef- 
fion, guarded by a company of matroflcs, with drums beat- 
ing and fifes playing all the way to the Tower, where they 
arrived about four o'clock in the afternoon. There were 
twenty-three carriages, drawn by two hundred and tw'enty- 
nine horfes, with a pollilion and driver to each carriage, in 
the following manner ; the firft, drawn by fifteen grey horfes> 
with the Englifh colours and the French underneath ; leven 
ditto, drawn by thirteen horfes each ; nine ditto, by nine 

horfes 
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Brinfh empire : a fpetftacle, to which this genera- ^ D. 
tion had been a ftranger •, and the firft enterprize 
upon the coaft of France, for feveral ages pad, 
which had done honour to our country, and 
brought difgrace upon the French. 

After confidering his inftrutftions, the com- Rcafons 
mander in chief found that one principal view, in u Uerior S 
fending out this armament, was to make a di- °P eiaU0IiS - 
verfion of the enemy’s forces •, to continue a warm 
alarm along the coaft of France, and to make 
defcents on any part from the eaftermoft point of 
Normandy, as far weft ward as Morlaix, inclu- 
five; Grenville moft naturally offered to be the 
next objedt of his operations. But when he 
confidered that the enemy had no longer occafion 

horfes each ; three ditto, by feven horfes each ; one ditto, by 
five horfes ; then the two mortars, by nine horfes each. Thefe 
pieces were finely ornamented with the arms of France, and 
other hieroglyphics, fuch as trophies, &c. finifhed in a 
mafterly manner , their names, exaft weight, and nearly their 
bore, are as under, except the mortars ; 




Inches in 



Inches in 

Cannon 

wt. 

bore 

Cannon 

wt. 

bore 

Hecube 

4090 

6 

Antonin 

574 ° 

6 

Nitocris 

4080 

ditto 

infenfible 

^660 

ditto 

Emerillon 

5320 

ditto 

Mailfaifant 

S 5 co 

ditto 

Temeraire 

5680 

ditto 

Vanquer 

567° 

ditto 

Augufta 

577 ° 

ditto 

Julie 

5490 

ditto 



In the fecond line. 



Ulyfle 

2 353 

4 z 

Sage 

4346 

5 

FoudrOyant 

33 1 1 

S 

Violente 

4150 

ditto 

Renomyne 

33 6 7 

ditto 

Furieufe 

4160 

ditto 

Laborieux 

3302 

ditto 

Im peri ufe 

413° 

ditto 

Diligence 

3960 

ditto 

DcvinerefTe 

4009' 

ditto 

Morefque 

3980 

ditto 
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A D. for a garrifon or troops, to guard the town and 
17 country about Cherburg, and that there were 
ten thoufand forces already aflembled for the pro- 
teftion of Normandy, and that they could eafily fall 
down towards Grenville, and move over to Caen, 
and to the other parts of that coaft, fo as to ren- 
der an attempt almoft impracticable : and being 
further informed, by advices fent from our mi- 
niftry, that an attempt upon Morlaix would be 
attended with great difadvantages, there being a 
great number of forces ftationed at Breft and in 
that neighbourhood, ready to oppofe a defcent 
upon that coaft; General Bligh’s future operations 
were prudently confined within a very narrow com- 
Refolved pafs,which, upon the beft intelligence, were refolved 
Maloe’$ St * t0 attempted againft St. Maloes by landing at St. 

Lunaire, about two leagues weft of St. Maloes. 
Driven on They put to fea on the 18th with this inten- 
^> ec ^ a( ^ of tion : but were driven by contrary winds upon 
the coaft of England, and on the 23d came ro an 
anchor in Weymouth road. Next day they weigh- 
ed, and after fome contention with the winds, 
they proceeded and made the French (hore,on the 
25th of Auguft : But could not reach the place 
of their deftination till the 3d of September in 
the evening, when the fleet came to an anchor in 
Arrive and St. Lunaire bay. On the 4th the troops were 
Luna?re, St " landed without any oppofition, but with the lofs 
onthecoaft 0 f eight men q drowned, who were overfet. They 

s Some accouts fay, five men and forty five firelocks. The 
weather was very doubtful. So that on the firft day there 
only fixty light horfe and two field pieces landed : nor could 
they bring any more for the fucceeding days. 
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marched immediately to an eminence, and en- ^ ^ 
camped there, about half a mile from the water- 
edge. A piquet guard of fifty men, with officers, 
was polled about half a mile above the camp, and 
kept under arms all night, to prevent a furprize. 

Which Ihot feveral of the enemy, and took others 
prifoners, who were fent to reconnoitre the fixa- 
tion and numbers of our army. Next day the 
commodore came on Ihore, with Prince Edward : 
and they accompanied the general to a village, 
about three miles from St. Maloes, to reconnoitre 
the feat of his intended a&ion. But this adt of The dan ' 
curiofity had like to have proved fatal to his Prince Ed- 
Royal Highnefs. The enemy, being apprized of w,ild ' 
their vifit, ply’d them well with cannon balls, one 
of which dropt not a yard and half ffiort of the 
Prince. However, Sir William Booth by returned 
this evening to camp, with his detachment of 300 
grenadiers, who, with great bravery, marched 
within a mile of the outfide of St. Maloe’s har- 
bour, and burnt thirteen lhips : which were all 
that he found there. 

The reafon that induced the commander in chief Reafons 
to make this attempt upon St. Maloes, exelufive ‘st!" 
of what is faid before, was a fuppofition that, as Maloe3 - 
the town vtes fituated on a rock, almoft fur- 
rounded by the fea, not above 600 yards long 
and 400 broad, exceffive populous, and fupplied 
with water by an aqueduct of pipes only* fuch a 
place, when once inverted, would be foon obliged 
to furrender, by cutting the pipes and bombard- 
ing the town : and moreover he was induced, by 
Vo l. .III. N fome 
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fome intelligence, to believe, that in cafe of ne- 
cefiity, his troops might be able to open the wall, 
and to take the place by ftorm at low water. 

The (hips at St. Brifac being burnt, and the 
point of St. Dinar, and the whole weftern coaft of 
the Ranee, oppofite St. Maloes, being reconnoitred, 
and found without any cannon for its defence, a 
council of war was affembled to confider of the 
practicability of the attack. In which it was ob- 
ferved, that as the body of troops now landed 
was greatly diminifhed, from what they were in 
the late expedition, it w'as impofiible to invert the 
town on both fides of the Ranee r : they could 
only invert it now on the w'eft fide, by placing 
lhips at St. Dinar, which the pilots, who were ac- 
quainted with the coart, thought very practicable. 
Three methods were then propofed of moving 
from thence to the oppofite fide to Parame and 
St. Servant. The firft, w'hich the pilots imagined 
would be practicable alfo, was moving the flat- 
bottomed boats in the night (a caution requifite 
on the coaft of a fortified ifland) along the fhore 
of St. Dinar, up the river, oppofite to Tour a 
Chaus, a little above St. Servant, and there to 
carry the troops over. But there was a French 

r The mouth of the river, which forms the bafon, is two 
miles over in its narrowelt part, lb as to be out of the reach 
of land batteries. The bafon was alfo lengthened with fe- 
ven frigates, or armed veflels, whofe guns could be brought 
to bear either againfl fliips entering the channel, or batte- 
ries to be eretted on the Ihore : and fifty large cannon or bat- 
teries defended the entrance. 


man 
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man of war, with fome other veffels, near Dinar- A - 

' | 7 C 5 

point, which would employ one night to deftroy 
them, before this method could be put in execu- 
tion. This tcircumflance would occafion delays i 
and other great difficulties being darted, indepen- 
dent of this, the fird method was rejedted. The 
other two methods were, either going round by 
Dinant, about eighteen miles from the ffiore, and 
landing the artillery, &c. near Parame ; on em- 
barking all the troops at St. Lunaire, and land- 
ing them again near Parame, together with the 
artillery. But neither of thefe methods could be 
effected without the immediate aid of the men of 
war, anchored in fuch a dation as to cut off the 
communication with Dinar and the wedern coad. 

The weather made this meafure alfo impracticable. 

The commodore not only allured the general that 
it was impoffible for him to give him affidance to Dangerous 
bombard the town, without hazarding the lofs of a " c i ho ^ , s t 
all the men of war, amongd the chain of rocks 
that lie in that harbour : but that the weather 
would not permit him to lie any longer at the 
place where the troops difembarked and that he Proceeds to 
mud fail for the bay of St. Cas before he could bay. 
take up the troops, if he intended to reimbark; 
it being with the utmod difficulty that he had 
landed the provifions, or fent a boat off with a 
fneffage to the fleet. 

In confequence of thefe remondrances, it was Attack of 
unanimoufly refolved not to attack St. Maloe s . iloe4 

c See the rote on p. 88. Voblir. See alfo p. 91. ib. 
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A. D. The general therefore ordered the army to de- 
17584 camp early next morning, and they began to 
ueatJ. 1 " march towards the bay of St. Cas. The enemy 
now appeared in fmall parties, and harrafied our 
men by firing out of the woods ; by which we 
loft ten men, and had two officers wounded. 
Our army encamped on the 7th in the evening, 
about half a mile from the village of St. Brifac, 
intending to ford the river Equernon ', near that 
sxirmiflies. pl ac e> in the morning. The enemy’s fmall par- 
ties kept our camp under arms all night, by their 
frequent alarms ; but did them no damage. The 
peafants and fome regulars took'poft at St. Guildo, 
on the other fide of the river, as if they had re- 
folved to difpute the pafiage with our army. How- 
ever, on the 8 th the whole army forded the river, 
each perfon, without diftintftion, wading up to 
his middle, and got over, in the midft of a brifk 
fire, with the lofs of tei\ men and one officer 
killed, and two officers wounded : fome of the fol- 
diers loft their firelocks in the water, and were 
almoft drowned, being hauled out with tent poles. 
The general fent a Friar to acquaint the command- 
ing officer, that if they did not defift he would 
Orders to reduce all the villages he patted into afhes. The 
deitroy"^ F r i ar did not return with an anfwer; and the ge- 
neral gave orders accordingly to burn and deftroy 
every place in his march. 


1 This river is paflable only for about two hours at 
low water, and the ford is dangerous on account of quick* 
fands. 


When 
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When the army had pafled the river, the fun 
was almoft fet, by waiting for low water, the only March ^ 
time for them to pafs over. Therefore, it notMatig- 
being advifable to advance by night, in a coun- non ‘ 
try that had not been reconnoitred, efpecially as 
he could eet no certain information of the ftrength 
or fituation of the enemy’s troops, the general 
encamped that night a little way weftward from 
the river in his rear ; and without any moleftation 
from the enemy. But next day the advanced 
guards, of three hundred grenadiers, under Co- Skirmlihes, 
lonel Clarke, on their march, were met about 
eleven o’clock, by five companies of French re- 
gulars, dragoons and infantry, who kept at the 
diftance of about 150 yards, moving off gra- 
dually, as our men advanced, without any firing 
on either fide ". They drew up in the inclofures 
round the town of Matignon : but upon Colonel 
Clarke’s forming his grenadiers, and detaching 
fome parties to flank them, they immediately 
retired. 

The army came up to Matignon about one Arrives at 
o’clock, without feeing any thing, but fmall par- ^ tl§ ~ 
ties, that endeavoured to harrafs our flanks : one 
of which advancing too far, made fignal to fur- 
render ; but that not being readily perceived, one 
of our flanking parties fired, and killed the of- 
ficer and fome of the men. 


” Another account fays, that they engaged, and that the 
Frenchmen, after the firft fire, loft zco men killed and wound- 
ed ; and the reft fled. 

N 3 
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Here was the poft, which the general had de- 
figned to maintain, as long as he was able, in or- 
der to alarm the country, and contribute, as 
much as poffible, by this means, to there calling 
of troops from Germany ; his inftructions direct- 
ing him to continue with as much vigour, and to 
give as much duration to the various operations 
of the prelent expedition, as ftsould be found 
practicable. For this purpofe he ordered a camp 
to be marked out for his army, about half a mile 
on the left of the town. Upon the mufter it 
was found that there had been loft, this day, about 
thirty men, of whom eleven were made prifoners. 
Cne efcaped back again, and reported that his 
comrades had been put to death in a moft bar- 
barous manner. 

Matignon ;was about a league from St. Cas. 
All the army encamped on this fpot, except the 
grenadier companies, which covered the town on 
the ether kde ; and the fecond regiment of guards, 
which the general fent to St. Cas for provifions, 
particularly for bread; and together with this de- 
tachment he ordered Colonel Cunningham, chief 
engineer, to reconnoitre the beach, and fee what 
would be proper to be done, in cafe he could not 
maintain his ground. * . 

Several diferters came to our camp in the even- 
ing; and by them, and fome prifoners, particu- 
larly a French dragoon, taken by the piquet guard 
the general was very well informed. That the 
enemy was encamped about two leagues off: that 
their army confifted of feveral regiments, col- 
lected 
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Jccted from different parts of the province, even 
from Breft, and that neighbourhood : and that 
they were to be joined by the garrifons of other 
towns, efpecially that of St. Maloes, which were 
hourly expe&ed in their camp, and that they 
were determined to give the Englifh battle next 
morning. Thus the French army was reprefented 
vaftly fuperior to ours : and it was further re- 
marked, that it was in their power, either to give 
battle, or to retire, till fuch time as they could 
be fure of over-powering us by numbers w ; or of 

making 

w The French forces were very numerous. The following 
is an authentick lift of them. 

French Generals. 

Le Due d’Aguillon, commander in chief. 

Marquis d'Aubigne, lieutenant-general. 

Marquis de la Brock, i 

Monf. de la Tour Auvergne, j ma J‘ S en * 

Regiments of infantry from Breft. 



Battalions. 

Men. 

Bourbon 

2 

1400 

Royal Vaiffeau 

2 

1400 

Royal Etrangers 

2 

1 400 

BrilTau 

1 

700 

Brie 

I 

700 

Pewthievre 

1 

700 


9 

630a 


Dragoons. 


Mahvert 

Militia, guardes de code, 
and armed peafants 
Cannon 8 

Mortars 8 

N 4 


Squad. 

z 


} 


5000 
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A - D - making our retreat extremely difficult and ha- 
l7 * 8 ‘ zardous. 

Retreat The general officers, for thefe reafons, were 
upon? of opinion that it was proper to march next day, 
and to embark the troops without lofs of time : 
except Lieutenant-Colonel Clerke, the quarter- 
mafter-general, who advifed the difembarkation 
of the reft of the light horfe and field pieces, and 
advancing to attack the enemy without delay: how- 
ever the majority prevailed. Orders were accord- 
ingly iflued for the whole army to continue all 
night under arms : and the general fent his aid de 
camp immediately away to Lord Howe, to inform 
him of his intention to march the next mornioo-. 
and to embark the troops, as foon as the naval 
preparations could be made for that purpofe. 

This night a party of the enemy alarmed the 
piquets : but afcer receiving the fire of one of the 
advanced pofts, they fired a few fhot and retired. 
It was refolved to march by break of day. But at 
one o’clock the enemy beat to arms, and fome de- 
ferters came over, who informed us that the French 
were contriving to get between our army and the 
(hips, and fo to cut off our retreat. An informa- 
tion greatly fufpefted, to be contrived by the. 
enemy, to frighten us away, rather than with a 
view to fave us from being cut off. Be that as ft 
will j this haftened our retreat, which, with an 

The regiments that joined thefe troops from St. Maloes, the 
evening before the attack, were upwards of 3000 regulars, 
toot and dragoons, befides militia. 


enemy 
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enemy at our heels, ought to have been conduced A. D. 
without noife, in the moft fecret and filent man- ,758 ‘ 
ner poflible. But a little before day the generale The army 
was ordered to be beat •, and the army, confiding at water* 0 
this time of 6,500 men, marched off the ground ^e. 
at break of day in one column only •, and faw no 
appearance of an enemy attempting to break in 
between them and the water fide ; except that the 
grenadiers, which formed the rear-guard, were 
obliged to exchange fome fnot with the advanced 
parties of the enemy. 

It was nine o’clock before the troops began to An ac- 
embark on the beach of St. Cas : when about four the re-hL 
battalions were got on board, the advanced par- ^ r ^ ,on 
ties of the French appeared on the high grounds, troops. 
The embarkation continued very quiet, till the 
French had formed themfelves out, by degrees, 
thro’ the inclofures : and when they faw themfelves, 
both as to fituation and numbers, capable of attack- 
ing our remains on the fhore, with fuccefs, they 
brought their field pieces to bear, and a Shocking 
carnage enfued of our men not only on the fhore, 
but in the boats, tho’ Lord Howe did all in his 
power to cover them by a fharp fire from his fri- 
gates and bombs ; there being none of our artillery 
on fhore. 

The account of this affair is a very tender 
point : and as it has been related with feveral 
marks of prejudice, we will colleft the fa&s from 
all the narratives of this expedition, and lay them 
impartially before the reader. Firft let us hear 

what 
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what has been publiffied under the name x of the 
commanding officer, who fays, “ After the Ge- 
“ nerals Moyfon, Bofcawen and Elliot were on 
board the fhips, with their feveral brigades; 
and after the greateft part of General Drury’s 
“ brigade, which was the laft brigade, had been 
“ embarked, I went on board w'ith thofe whofe 
duty it was to attend me, there being no other 
troops, then on ffiore, but the rear guard, com* 
“ pofed of the grenadiers commanded by Colonel 
“ Griffin. My anxiety for the troops made me 
“ ftay perhaps longer than I ought 7 , and contrary 
“ to my duty. 

“ Some parties of the enemy moved down from 
“ the high grounds on the right, and General 
“ Drury went with three companies of the firft re- 
“ giment, which was all of his brigade, that was 
“ at that time a-ffiore, to the afliflance of the 
rear-guard. 

“ The beach was about three quarters of a mile 
“ long, with a fand bank in front, almoft as ad- 
“ vantageous for us, in many places, as for the 




4C 


<4 


4C 
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* This letter was publifhed on the 4th of November, and 
gave great offence at court, on account of the pollfcript, Ax. 
where L — d L— — — r is mentioned. Wherefore, on the 
8th an advertifement figned Thomas Bbgh appeared, declar- 
ing in general, that he difavowed feveral particulars in this 
letter. However, it was ftill reputed a genuine apology for 
his conduct by himfelf or order. 

r Prince Edward alfo continued on Ihore till Lord Howe 
commanded him to return to his Ihip, in which his Royal 
Highnefs adted only as a midfhipman. 


“ enemy ; 


* £ enemy •, though they had formerly a bad kind A. D. 
“of a parapet made to prevent our landing in I7i8 ‘ 

“ that bay, which was but imperfectly deftroyed. 

“ Whilft our troops were covered by this fand 
“ bank, the frigates fired with great facility, over 
“ them, upon the enemy. So that had the artil- 
“ lery been brought alhcre, in all probability it 
‘‘ would have been loft, and could have been of 
Ci no fervice, but by obftruCting a much greater 
“ fire. 

“ Some of our companies of grenadiers moved 
“ up to the top of this bank, and fired upon fome 
“ of the enemy, who were coming down and 
“ forming from the heights, which killed a great 
“ many of them, and threw them into confufion : 

“ but frefh troops of the enemy advancing, they 
“ retired to the fhore. 

“ The rear-guard, the three companies of the 
“ firft regiment included, confifted of about 
“ 1400 men, of whom were miffing about 700, 

“ and of thofe between four and 500 were prifon- 
“ ers. The number of killed and wounded 
“ amongft tfie enemy, according to their own 
“ moft moderate accounts, was more than double 
“ that number.” 

Such is the relation of this tranfa&ion, under 
the fuppofed direction of the General in chief. 

Let us now coiled what was publifhed under his ot hcr*. 
name and Commodore Howe’s, and by other 
parties concerned in this enterprize. An officer 
of the marines informs the public, That his ffiip 
joined Lord Howe on the 3d of September, four 
2 leagues 
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leagues W. of Sc. Maloes ; and that next morn- 
ing the troops being embarked in the flat bottomed 
boats, Hood in for Alborough bay, about two 
leagues to the W. of St. Maloes, where they 
landed without oppofition, under the cover of the 
Rofe frigate and the Swallow floop ; except a few 
guns, which were fired from a battery on anifland, 
on one fide of the bay, whofe Ihot dropt without 
doing any damage. There were orders given 
next morning for two frigates and a bomb to attack 
a battery on a peninfula, which fome of our 
troops endeavoured to force by land ; but that 
fervice was countermanded, becaufe the Commo- 
dore thought it impra&icable without hazarding 
the lofs of the fhips : yet this very battery was 
taken by a party of marines on the 9th, without 
any lofs. 

General Bligh, in his letter of the 13th to the 
fecretary of ftate, refers to a former wherein he 
had mentioned the neceffity of the fleet’s quitting 
the bay of St. Lunaire, and its proceeding to St. 
Cas ; for fear, he fays, of being drove on fnore 
againfl: the rocks, the wind blowing hard upon 
the (hore : that his army marched on the 9th to 
St. Guildo, on the 10th to Matignon, to meet 
the fleet, which lay out beyond St. Cas Bay, to 
get provifions : that in the evening he did receive 
intelligence, that there were twelve battalions of 
foot and two iquadrons of horie at Lambale, on 
march to attack him, which came from Breft: 
that with the unanimous advice of the General 

tD 

officers he decamped, having fent -to the Commo- 
dore 
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dore to be prepared to receive his troops, marched 
on the i ith at 4 o’clock in the morning *, and that 
the troops marched into the boats as faft as they 
arrived * ; the flat bottomed boats being ready to 
receive them. He adds, that the enemy did not 
appear on the heights above, till about an hour 
after his troops began to embark : that they foon 
after began to fire with their cannon, but did not 
attempt marching down, till almoft all the troops 
were embarked, except the grenadiers, which 
made the rear-guard of the whole, who marched 
up to oppofe their advancing, and behaved with 
great bravery and refolution j till, overpowered 
by numbers, they were, at laft, obliged to give 
way, and retired to the water fide: till the boats 
could come in to take them, where they fuffered 
much by the enemy’s fire. 

Lord Howe’s relation of this critical time of 
embarkation, fentto the Right Honourable Wil- 
liam Pitt, fays, That the former corps were 
taken off without any confiderable interruption from 
the enemy : but in their attack upon the rear- 
guard feveral of his officers and men were made 
prifoners, and fome were wounded and killed \ 

Other 


z Which was not till nine in the morning. 

a Lift of the fea officers and men , killed , wounded, tffc. at the 
re -embarkation of the troops, from the Bay of St. Cas , on the 
llth day of September , 1758 . 

Belonging to the EfTex, one feaman killed, one wounded. — 
To the Rochefter, Mr. Somerville, fecond lieutenant, killed ; 

, # midlhipman, wounded ; ieven feamen killed, eleven 

wounded. 
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Other accounts are more particular : fix frigates 
four bombs, and two floops flood into St. Cas 
Bay, to cover the re-imbarkation of the troops, 
who were formed near a windmill, on a hill about 
three quarters of a mile from the beach. At nine 
in the morning the army began to march down to 
the boats, which lay ready to embark them. By 
eleven, two thirds of the army, the wounded 
men, the light horfe, a great many more, and 
the artillery were on board, when a body of the 
’ enemy’s horfe firfl appeared on the top of the 
hill, and a little afterwards, a much larger num- 
ber of infantry occupied the ground round the 
windmill. When the enemy moved to defcend, the 
bomb ketches played upon them with great fuc- 
cefsj particularly the Granada threw a thirteen 
inch fhell fo right as to oblige the horfemen to 
difmount, their horfes becoming ungovernable; 
and the mortars being charged with pound fhots, 
did great execution amongfl the infantry alfo, and 
wherever they fell. But at half paft eleven they 
opened a battery of fix pieces of cannon, near 
the windmill, from which they kept a clofe nre 
on our troops while embarking, till they were 
obliged, by the number of fnells thrown from the 

wounded. — To the Portland, Captain Maplefden, taken; 
Mr. Lindfey, midihipman, wounded. — To the Montague, 
Captain Rowley, flightly wounded and taken ; two Teamen 
wounded. 1 o the Jafon, Captain Pafton, taken ; one Teaman 
wounded.— To the Salamander, Captain Elphinftone, taken. 
— To the Speedwell, two Teamen wounded. Total of Tea- 
men killed, eight ; wounded Teventeen. 
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ketches, to file off for a while towards St. Cas, 
and to defcend the hill under the cover of a wood, 
in which the Irifh brigade took poll. But the con- 
tinual Ihower of balls from our Ihips and ketches, 
foon found them out, difiodged them, and forced 
them back to their firft poll : where at twelve 
o’clock they opened a battery of cohorns behind a 
hedge, on the right of the mill 5 which was but 
of a fmall duration : for it was fo feverely handled 
by a continual fire from the Ihips, that it was 
filenced, after they had thrown no more than two 
fhells, which did fome damage among our troops. 
They again filed off to the left, and got pofTeffion 
of the village of St. Cas, half way down the hill. 
This obliged General Drury, who had with him 
the grenadiers of the whole army, to the amount 
of 1100, and four companies of guards, to draw 
them up on the beach to cover the battalions while 
embarking : and the enemy, to be lefs expofed to 
the fire from the fnips, left the village, which was 
fet on fire by a carcafs, and got pofTeffion of a 
hollow way, which entirely covered them. They 
went down on both Tides and in front; but were 
peppered fo clofely not only with fhells, but with 
fmall fhot, of one pound weight, (of which the 
Granada only expended about 3000, fired at the 
rate of two or 300 at a time, out of large mortars, 
that they made a great daughter, and intimidated 
the French foldiers fo, that their officers were ob- 
liged to drive them down before them, like fheep 
to daughter. For fome hundreds of them were 
killed in their delceot to this hollow way, by the 

flipping. 
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fhipping, before the armies engaged. It was now, 
that General Drury, formed his grenadiers in two 
divifions, and marched to attack the enemy, as 
they defcended. But, by a miftake, this brave 
refolution turned to their definition. For, the 
peafants had thrown up a fort of dyke to keep 
out the fea from overflowing the country ; which 
reached from one fide of the beach to the other, 
the whole extent of the bay, and ferved as an ex- 
cellent breaft-work to cover our men from the 
enemy : but inftead of making this ufe of it, the 
marching of General Drury’s divifion over this 
dyke, who advanced to make the attack, within 
piftol (hot, it was rendered ufelefs to our men, and 
became of great advantage to the French. He 
certainly fliould have flood his ground and waited 
the enemy’s approach behind the dyke : but he 
quitted his breaft-work, to attack the enemy 
drawn up in form of battle, with a great fupe- 
riority on the other fide. The three front compa- 
nies of grenadiers gave the firft fire, killed every 
Frenchman as he advanced, (the beach being 
covered with their dead and wounded) and would 
probably havedriven them back, having made them 
give way twice, had not the continual fuccours 
brought them back to the charge : and our three 
companies having expended all their ammunition, 
General Drury was at laft obliged to give way in 
his turn. Now he perceived his error : for, in this 
time of need, the l'econd divifion could not oet 

O 

over the dyke time enough to fuccour the firft; 
which was entirely broke : and but a few got back, 

with 


2 




• \ 


/ 




. » 







I 





/ 







y 


f\ ' ' V 








Id ORD TISC OI^ T HOWE 




THE LA T E WAR. 


209 

with great difficulty. This put the enemy in pof- A. D. 
fcffion of the dyke, from whence they fired with 
a continuance upon our grenadiers. There was 
now no alternative. They could not form again, 
for want of room ; being clofe to the water. 

They muft efcape by the boats or be killed. The 
general in this dilemma ordered the whole to R un t0 
wheel immediately to the right, and to make to their boa( *' 
the boats as fafl as poffible ; lome got on board : 
but a battery, which the French had ere<5ted on 
the middle of the hill, played fo furioufly, that 
numbers of the boats were beat to pieces. In 
fome of the fiat-bottomed boats, ten, twelve, and 
in one fixteen feamen and a lieutenant, out of 
twenty, employed to row them, were killed : 
which fo intimidated the boatmen, that they were 
afraid to go to the fhore j till the Commodore, Gallant 
fufpedting the caufe of their backwardnefs, went 
himfelf b , and flood upright in his boat, amidft all Howe, 
the fire of the enemy. Such an example animated 
the whole fleet : from that time no one fkulked, 
and many lives were faved, that muft otherwife 
have been loll. No men in the world could be- 

^ On Lord Howe's going into his loat y and /bowing himfelf to the 
Jailors y in order to encourage them to advance to take in thi 
troops at St. Cas • 

So when the Grecians to their navy fled. 

High o’er the trench, Achilles rear a his head. 

Greece, for one glance of that tremendous eye* 

Strait took new courage, and difdain’d to fly. 

Troy faw aghalt the living lightnings play, 

And turn'd their eye-balls from the flalhing ray. 

Pope’s Homer, Book 18. 

O have 
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have with more bravery than ours did on this de- 
1/i8 ‘ iperate occafion. Some of them turned about and 
difcharged their pieces, while they flood almoft 
to their chin in water, and then threw off their 
acoutrements and cloaths, and chofe rather to 
fwim for their lives, than be taken prifoners. 

Great lofs. When they faw no retreat left for our men on 
(here, they mounted the dyke, and by a vaft fu- 
pericrity of numbers, drove thofe that remained 
into the fea •, moft of whom were either drowned 
or killed ; the fire from the lhips not being able 
to cover them : becaufe had it continued, our 
men mufl have fuffered as much, or more thereby 
than the enemy. A few found fhelter under a 
rock, and were taken up by our boats : and as 
foon as the fire ceafed from the (hips, the French 
gave quarter to thofe, who threw down their arms c . 

However 

c General Drury is reported to be fhot in the breatl, and 
being helped by a grenadier, pulled off his cloaths and taking 
to the water, was drowned. Sir William Boothby, who was 
fecond in command over the grenadiers, faved himfelf by 
fwimmiog two miles, in his cloaths, to the {hips. Sir John 
Armitage, a volunteer, was Ihot upon a rock, to which he 
f\vam for lhelter. 

Lift of officers taken pri/onet s. 

Guards. Lord Frederick Cavendilh, Lieutenant Colonel 
lienon, Captain Dickens, Captain Hyde, W. Lieutenant- 
Coione! Lambert, Enfign Sir Alexander Gilmour, Captain 

T'ownal!. Lord George Bentinck’s. Captain Heathcote, 

Lieutenant Shearing. — Cornwallis’s. Lieutenant Thompfon. 
— Loudoun’s. Lieutenant Price.— Effingham’s. Captain Brom- 
head, lieutenant Whyly, Lieutenant Denffiire.— Manners’s. 

Captain 
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However it muft be recorded to their eternal in- A - 
famy, that whatever mercy the French pretended ' 5 

to fliew to thefe, and compafiion to the wounded, 
they were guilty of a moft inhuman a<5tion, that 
muft never be forgot. — When our boats were French 
all out of their reach, the cowardly villains, fays j^ umani * 
an eye witnefs, kept firing whole platoons on 
fome of our naked men, that could not fwim, 
and flood with their heads juft above water, to be 
accidentally taken up by the boats of fuch veflek, 
as laid neareft the fliore ; which the feamen at- 
tempted with the rifk of their own lives. 

The condu6t of thofe concerned in this expedi- Remarks 
tion, was arraigned before the bar of the public pedidon!* 
with great freedom. The impropriety of landing 
the troops at a place, in unfettled weather, on a 
beach, from whence, except the wind blew directly 
from fhore, and that but (lightly, it was impofli- 
ble to reimbark them in time of neceftlty ; and 
where they could not even effect the landing of 
the artillery, nor communicate with the fleet. 

Captain Napier. — Wolfe’s. Lieutenant Rofe.—- Lambton’s. 

Captain Revel, Lieutenant Grant. — Richmond’s. Lieutenant 
Price, Lieutenant Lambourn, doubtful. — Crenadier Guards. 

Captain Bridgman, Captain Matthews, Captain CafweU 
wounded. 

Lift of officers kill eel. 

Major-General Drury. — Guards. Captain Walker, Enfign 
Cooks. — Loudoun’s. Lieutenant Williamfon. — Hay’s. Cap- 
tain Edmondftone. Effingham’s. Lieutenant Sandys. 

Manners’s. Lieutenant Moore. Lieutenant Wells. — Rich- 
mond’s. Lieutenant Drummond. — Grenadier Guards. Cap- 
tain Rolt. — Manners’s. Lieutenant- Colonel Wilkinfon. 

O 2 
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A. D. but under the mod hazardous circumftances •, was 
faid to be departing from that wifdom and ability, 
which had, on all former occafions, recommended 
the commander at fea to the favour of his King and 
country. The commander by land was alfo impeach- 
ed forexpofmg his army to the manifeft hazard of 
being dilhelfed for provifions, and of having his re- 
treat cut off by the enemy •, and for want of more 
caution in his retreat, before an army, of whofe great 
fuperiority he had certain intelligence. Matig- 
non was a full march out of his way from St. Lu- 
naire to the bay of St. Cas : and the beating of 
the generale in the morning of his retreat, was 
publidiing his intentions to the enemy, who, he 
was informed, was providing to give him battle 
that very morning. And if it be true. that a pro- 
pofal was made to the general to embark the force 
from a fair open beach on the left, between St. 
Gaiido and St. Cas ■, his rejecting that advice and 
adhering to thofe rafh mealures, that followed, 
will do no honour to his memory. The marching 
with drums beating, and in one column, which 
expofed our army to a variety of accidents, that 
fhould have been particularly guarded againft in 
their circumffances j and efpscially that delay, 
with which their march, of three miles from the 
town of Matignon, was protraded from three in 
the morning till nine, before they arrived on the 
beach of St. Cas, are moil unaccountable fads. 
The difpofitions for their embarkation has not 
efcaped public cenfure. It is allov/ed, by way of 
alleviation in favour of the noble commander, that 
- * ' he 
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he had received no proper notice for the re-im- 
barkation : but it was certainly a great overfight 
in fuch an urgent cafe, where expedition was the 
greatell means of lafety for the army, that the 
boats did not pufh the men, they took up, on board 
the fhips neareft in fnore; but on the contrary, 
they through a punctilio of difpofition, con fumed 
much time in carrying the men to their refpe&ive 
tranfports, riding at the greatell didance •, and 
fome boats were moll idly employed in carrying 
off horles and cows inllead of men, in defiance 
of the fea officers. Befides, much blood had been 
faved, if the cutters and fmall craft, which laid 
idle, had been ordered in fhore to the affiftance of 
the troops. It is a pity that General Drury’s me- 
mory fnould fuffer for the intrepidity and bravery, 
by which he ventured and loll his life in the caufe 
of his country. But he is blamed for fulfering the 
French to difengage themfelves from the hollow- 
way, without difputing the palfage with them, 
with bayonets fixt, which was advifed. Then, for 
quitting the dyke or bread-work with a handful 
of men to attack them, drawn up in a formidable 
front, without hopes of his being able to Hand 
againd fupericr numbers ; indead of retreating, 
as he was advifed alfo, along the beach to a rock 
on the left : in which retreat the right flank would 
have been covered by the entrenchment ; and the 
fire from the dripping might eafily have prevented 
the enemy's purfuit along ffiore. 

In reply to thefe imputations there appeared an 
apologetical letter, wherein the commander in 

O 3 chief 
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chief is made to fay, “ Every operation in war 
“ tniift appear to different men in very different 
“ views, even to men of -capacity, abilities and 
** experience. The greateft part of mankind, 
« the military not excepted, judge without re- 
“ fledion, and from trifling little views and cir- 
“ cumftances, which either are of no confequence, 
« or which muft often happen, in e-ery operation, 
“ by the very nature of war. — However, I am 
“ convinced in the prefent cafe, that the real caufe, 
“ and firft fpring of many peoples reflections on 
“ my condud, is my fuccefs at Cherbourg : fucb 
“ is the -prefent melancholy fituation of our country* 
“ If I had aded the part of an ignorant coward, 
“ and diffioneft man, I fhould hav? found friends 
“ and protedion, where I found none. — I am very 
“ far from imagining, that I have not committed 
“ faults and errors. The greateft general in all 
“ ages, to whom I have not the fmaileft preten- 
“ fions to be compared, have confefled that they 
<c have committed the greateft miftakes every 
“ campaign. — For my part, when I confidered 
“ the difficulties of ading with vigour upon the 
“ coaft of France, with the number of troops 
“ under my command, greatly diminiffied from 
“ what they were upon the late expedition *, I was 
Ac very lorry that his Majefty was obliged to have 
“ recourfe to me, and to defire me to accept of a 
“ command, which had been refufed by fo many 
“ general officers d . M 

d See the letter from the Honourable L 1 G 1 

B— gh, to the Right Honourable W— — m. P — t, Efq; 
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The fevere treatment of our forces, on this re- A - £>• 

i ^c8 

treat, had fo greatly weakened them, and the ha- ' 3 

Return to 
Ol England* 

the fleet on that part of the French coaft, at this 
feafon of the year, till the further lupplies pro- 
vided, could be taken on board, if fent for, and 
the troops put again into a proper ftate of fervice, 
determined him, with the General’s content, to 
return for that purpofe to any port he fliould be 
mod able conveniently to gain in England e . 
Therefore, having by a mefiage, obtained leave 
of the Duke d’Aguillon f , who commanded the 
French, to bury our dead. Which was done the 
next day : they failed the day after for England, 
and arrived at Portfmouth on the 1 8 th. 

The French account of this affair gafconades French 
pretty much, in regard to their own bravery and 
conduft, and to the lofs on both Tides : but they 
that read it will find enough in the enemy’s own 
relation to confirm the good opinion of the bravery 
of our men, who, though but an handful, main- 
tained an engagement an hour and a half with 
the whole force of the enemy s . 

Various 

• % # 

c See Lord Howe's letter, dated the 12th of September, to 
Mr. Pitt. 

f He alfo fent a lift of his prifoners, which is given on p. 210. 

£ The following relation of the affair at St. Cas, was pub- 
lifted at Paris, September 22, by authority. 

The Duke d’Aguillon having received information, the 
5th inftant in the evening, at Sc. Matthew, near Breft, that 
the Englift fleet, after having (hewn itfelf the 3d, about a 
league to the north of St. Malo, where it caft anchor on the 
• - O 4 3 d, 


zard forefeen by Lord Flowe for the anchorage 
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Various were the effects of this mifcarringe. 
The reception this news met with at home, will 

remain 

3d, had, on the 4th, landed at St. Briac a body of 12 or 
13,000 men, he <3 i (patched couriers to the feveral commanders 
in that province, to march towards St. Briac with the troops 
under their feveral commands, except the garrifons of Belle 
Hie, L Orient, Fort Louis, and the Garda Coftas of Nantz. 

Thofe troops, which were cantoned near Breft, began to move 
the fame evening, and proceeded dire&ly to Lamballe : where, 
on the Duke's arrival on the 6th, he learnt, that the enemy 
had pitched their camp between St. Briac and Dinant, and had 
polled detachments at Ploubaly and Pleurtin, two leagues from 
Dinant. On this intelligence, he ordered the troops, which 
M* d’Aubigny had brought from Treguier, and which had 
reached Lamballe by two forced marches, to proceed the fame 
evening to Dinant. On the 7th it was occupied before noon. 

The 8th, in the evening, the Duke learnt that the enemy, 
who had left their camp at Briac that morning, were marching 
to the right in order to reach the Guildo, and pafs it next day 
at a ford about a league from Plancouet. Upon this he de- 
termined toharrafs them upon their march. 

The 9th, the enemy palTed the Guildo, and encamped be- 
tween St. Jeguhel and the wood of Val. 

The 10th, at break of day, the enemy arrived at Matignon 
and encamped. The regiments of Bourbon, Briifac, BreiTe, 
and Quercy, who arrived the night before at Lamballe, ad- 
vanced from thence to Henan, a league from Matignon. The 
Count de Balleroy joined them there with two fquadrons of 
dragoons, and took the command of this column. The fe- 
cond battalion of the regiment of Penthievre advanced from 
Jugen to Plancouet, and Meflieurs d'Aubigny andde la Chaftre 
had orders to join them and pafs the Guildo. About noon the 
Duke de Aguillon came from Henan, with a large detach- 
ment, to Matignon, to reconnoitre the pofition of the enemy, 
whom he found very advantageoufly iituated, and inexpugna- 
ble on that fide. 
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remain a lalting monument, and a mod admirable 
picture of the times. Almoft every man of con- 

fideration 

On the nth, the enemy, who daring the night had made 
their difpofitions for a retreat, began at day break to fall back 
to St. Cas. M. dc Broc followed clofe at their heels, and fent 
advice of it to M. de Balleroy, who marched direflly to fup- 
port him. The Duke d’Aguillon rode up at full gallop with 
Marlieuff's dragoons,, and joined M. de Broc’s detachment, the 
van of which had got the eminences of St. Cas. He immedi- 
ately ordered the dragoons todifmcunt, the ground being unfit 
for their fervice on horfeback. It was now about nine in the 
morning. The enemy’s fleet w*as drawn up in a line, and 
the boats had begun to embark the troops, which were drawn 
up in a line of battle upon the fhore, in the bottom of the 
Bay of St. Cas, behind the Downs, and trenches which they 
had made to cover their embarkation. Our troops arrived 
with incredible fpeed, and placed themfelves upon the emi- 
nences of St. Cas. -As foon as the enemy perceived them, 
they began to fire upon them with cannon and bombs from 
four or five frigates and as many bomb-ketches that were very 
near the fhore. Our cannon came up, and began to fire 
about ten. The Duke d’Aguillon fettled the plan of his at- 
tack in an inftant. He polled upon the right of the fhore the 
Count de Belleroy, with the regiments des VaifTeux, Bourbon f 
Briflac, and Quercy, to go along the fide of the hedges and a 
bank of fand, which led to the left of the enemy’s entrench- 
ments. M. d’Aubigny, with the regiments of Boulonnois and 
Brie, the battalions of Fontenay le Comte and Maunande, 
and the fi rft battalion of Voluntaires Etrangers, was polled on 
the left, to come down upon the right below the hamlet of 
Ifle ; and M. de Broc had orders to march with his detach- 
ment ftraighc up to the enemy’s center. The fecond battalion 
of Pcnthievre, with the third battalion of Voluntaires Etran- 
gers, under the command of the Chevalier de St. Pern, were 
ported in referve. The Chevalier de Remond, quarter-ma- 
fter-gcneral, led the column of the left. The Chevalier de 

Fontette, 
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A. D. fideration thought it his own private intereft, from 
J7s3 ' various views and motives, lu co-operate more 

or 

Fontette, afliftant quarter- mafter-genera!, was placed in the 
center, and M. de Bouquet, major of the regiment of Royal 
deVaiffeaux, a&ing as major-general, commanded the right! 

During thefc difpoficions, w! ich were executed with un- 
common ardour and diligence by the troop , the fire of the 
enemy's frigates and ketches continued with great vivacity. 
The column of the left fell down upon them firft, about half 
paft 1 1 o'clock, with great fpeed, and was foon followed by 
thofe of the centre and right. The troops marched up to 
the enemy’s trenches with uncommon fpirit, notwithftanding 
the prodigious fire from the fleet, both of cannon and bombs; 
andalfoof lmall arms from the rigging, and of feveral armed 
boats which covered their flanks. The enemy at firft advanc- 
ed, to form a column from their center: but the fire of fome 
pieces of cannon, which M. de Villepatour, who commanded 
our artillery, carried to the right, foon put them in confufion, 
and made them retire. The engagement then became gene- 
ral, and lafted an hour and a half. The enemy were forced 
to give way, and our artillery killed a great number of their 
men, as they were endeavouring to re-imbark. Three of their 
boats full of foldiers were funk, many more were killed in 
boats that reached the fleet. The firing ceafed about two in 
the afternoon, when the enemy’s frigates and ketches began to 
ftand off from the land. About 1900 of them were left on the 
fhore, among whom were feveral officers of diftin&ion, and, 
in particular, a colonel and lieutenant-colonel of the Englifh 
guards, befides thofe that were killed in the boats or drowned. 
General Drury is among the number of the latter. We have 
taken upwards of 600 men, and 39 officers, fome of whom 
are of the firft families in England, three or four colonels, as 
many lieutenant-colonels, and four captains of fhips, that re- 
mained on fhore to diredt the embarkation. This body of 
troops is totally deftroyed. We are infiprmed by the enemy 
themfolves, that of 12 companies of grenadiers, fome confift- 
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or lefs with our enemies, in finking and deprefiing 
the fpirit of the ftate : as might be eafily explain- 
ed to the meaneft capacity. General Bligh was 
not prefented to his Majefty for fome time. The 
advocates for a continental war made their ufe 
of it : and the oppofition to the patriot minifter 
taifed the moft invidious arguments againft a littoral 
war with our natural enemy. In a word, it g^ve 
pleafure to many bafe, envious, jealous, little 
minds. But no argument can weigh lb much in 
the balance of reafon, as that which we are to 
draw from the behaviour of the French after their 
deliverance from thofe brave invaders of their coaft. 
The more exprefiive their joy on fuch anoccafion, 
the greater mull be their fenfe of the importance 
of their deliverance. Their churches refounded with 
Te Deum, and their priefts became the trumpeters 
of the court to encourage and prevail with them 


ing of ioo men, others of 70, befides volunteers by fea, not 
one got back to their {hips. Their whole loft may amount to 
about 4000 men. Ours amounts to about 400 killed or wound- 
ed ; but that of the officers is much greater in proportion 
than of the foldiers. The regiment of Brie and Boulonnois 
have fuffered greatly, having been obliged to crofs over very 
difficult ground, under the fire of the enemy’s frigates, to get 
to their trenches. Notwithftanding this obftacle, thefe regi- 
ments marched with the moft undaunted intrepidity, as did 
alfo all the companies of grenadiers and pickets, which have 
alfo loft a great many men. Never did troops difcover more 
valour and alacrity ; they advanced with incredible diligence, 
notwithftanding the fatigue of double marches which they had 
made to get up, the greateft part having marched near fifty 
leagues in four days. 
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to be always ready to defend their coafl again ft 
the like attempt, by explaining to them the certain 
ruin of their trade, their navigation, their religion, 
and the aifgrace of their King and country, fhould 
the Englifh ever be able to carry the plan of thefe 
operations againft their coafts into execution with 
fuccefs. For the bed: judgment of the importance 
of a meafure is not to be forqied upon its fuccefs 
in the execution ; but upon the annoyance, and 
degree of danger, it is capable of bringing upon 
an enemy in their own opinion. And whatever 
might be the errors of conduct in the command- 
ers of this expedition, the propriety of the mea- 
fure is confirmed by the attention it drew from 
the French miniftry : nor can the defeat be exag- 
gerated beyond a fkirmifh with a rear guard: 
in which Colonel (Griffin) deferves much greater 
praife than the Duke d’Aguillon. 

How ftrong foever the attempt of fome was, 
to put the people out of humour with the 
minifter, that had advifed this expedition •, their 
fpirits were kept up, and they were fo elated 
by the fuccefs ot that glorious national plan, for 
ruining the French power and intereft in North 
America, which began to operate powerfully in 
the advices received from thence, during thefe lit- 
toral operations-, that, in general, this check, at 
St. Cas, was looked upon no more, than an acci- 
dental rub in the way of arms j to which the beft 
concerted mealures, and the moft able and brave, 
are liable in the courfe of a war. 
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You have read that North America was the A • D - 
principal object of the minifter’s care, after pro- 1 75 

viding for domeftic fecurity •, and that he not only dition*^ 
meditated the conqueft of Cape Breton and its 
dependencies, and formed a plan to drive the bourg. 
French out of North America, but had taken 
fuch precaution, as to infure fuccefs to the naval 
and military forces appointed for thefe fervices b . 

The Honourable Edward Bofcawen, Admiral The fleet 
of his Majefty’s blue fquadron, failed the 19th Cn " i * ° )ecJ * 
of February, from England, as commander in 
chief of all his Majefty’s fhips and veflels employ- 
ed, and to be employed, in North America, and 
had under him Sir Charles Hardy, Knight, Rear 
Admiral of the white ; and Philip Durell, Efqj 
commodore : and the fleet conflfted of. 


Ships, Guns. Commanders. 


TheNamure 90 j 

Royal William 80 | 


Princefs Amelia 80 | 

Dublin 74 

Terrible 74 

Northumberland 70 
Vanguard 70 

Oxford 70 

Burford 70 

Somerfet 70 

Lancafter 70 


Hon. Edvv. Bofcawen 
Captain Buckle 

Sir Charles Hardy, Kt. 
Captain Evans 
Philip Durell, Efqj 
Captain Bray 
Capt. Rodney 

Collins 

Rt. Hon. Lord Colvil 

■ 

Capt. Swanton 

Spry 

Gambier 

Hughes 

Hon. G. Edgecumbe 


k See page 52, 53. Vol. III. 
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Ships. 

Guns. 

Commander*. 

1758. 

Devonffiire 

66 

Capt. Gordon 


Bedford 

64 

— ■ — Fowke 


Captain 

64 

Amherft 


Prince Frederic 

64 

— — Man 


Pembroke 

60 

Simcoe 

. 

Klngfton 

60 

■ Parry 


York 

60 

• Pigot 


Prince of Orange 60 

— — Ferguffonne 


jDefiance 

60 

Baird 


Nottingham 

60 

Marfhall 


Centurion 

54 

■ - Mantell 


Sutherland 

50 

— — Rous. 


F R I G A T E S, &C. 

Juno, Diana, Boreas, Trent, Gramont, Shan- 
non, Hind, Portmohon, Nightingale, Kenning- 
ton. Squirrel, Beaver, Hunter, Scarborough, 
Hawke, iEtna, Lightning, and Tyloe armed fhip. 

The army. And t ^ ie arm y con fitted of 1 1,936 men, officers 
included, together with 324 men of the train ; 
under the command of Major-General Jeffery 
Amnertt, commander in chief of his Majefty’s 
forces to be employed in the ifiand of Cape Breton, 
&c. — Brigadier-General Edward Whitmore — 
Brigadier-General Charles Laurence — Brigadier- 
General James Wolfe — Colonel Battide, chief 
engineer — Colonel George Williamfon, command- 
er of the train of artillery. 

Arrive at This armament arrived fafe, without any ma- 

Haihfax. terial accident, in the harbour of Haffifax, the 
capital ot Nova Scotia, on the 9th day of May. 
: ♦. ^ • The 
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The Admiral immediately prepared for action : 
and being joined by all his forces and Ihips •, and 
they well provided with water and ftores of all 
forts, and the fick men recovered fit for fervice, 
he proceeded with *57 fail, tranfports included, 
from HallifaxS and-fteered to the feat of aCtion. 

Gabarus Bay, about feven miles W. of Louif- At £ aba * 

J 7 rus Pay. 

bourg, was the place defigned for the landing of 
the army : where the fleet, with about a third of 
the troops, came to anchor about five o’clock in 
the afternoon of the 2d of June j and at fix the 
admital made a fignal for all barges and pinnaces 
manned and armed, to attend the General and the 
Brigadier-Generals .Laurence and Wolfe, who 
went that fame evening to reconnoitre the fhore as 
near as poflible, and made a difpofition for landing 
in three places, next morning, in cafe the troops 
arrived ; who made this obfervation, that every place, 
where it was probable, or practicable, for our 
troops, to land, was defended by works or batte- 
ries, and that the enemy had a chain of polls 
along Ihore from Cape Noir to Flat Point, and 
irregulars from thence to the bottom of the bay. 

But the troops did not come in till next day. 

Several hints were thrown out to the admiral Prudent 
about the impracticability of landing on a Ihore fo the A^r.i- f 
ftrongly fortified and guarded, and concerning ,al - 
the danger of his Majefty’s fhips riding in a bay, 
where the pilots had no knowledge of the anchor- 
age. Thefe fpeeches alarmed the admiral, and 
put him upon the prudential method of coming at 

! On the 28th of May, and was joined by General Amherft 
and Bragg’s regiment from the Bay of Fundy, the fame day. 

the 
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A. D. the real fentfrnents of his officers, by inviting 
17 $ them on board, one after another, and dif- 
courfing with them, feparately, upon the fubjecl 
of their immediate feryice. The general opinion 
leaned towards the impracticability^ in fo rough a 
lea, and fo well fortified a ffiore *, and for a council 
of war of both fea and land officers, to come to 
a final refolution : when it coming to the turn of 
Captain Ferguflonne, an old, brave, and experi- 
enced officer, whom Mr. Bofcawcn had requefted 
from the Lords of the Admiralty, to attend him 
in this fervice, and in whole opinion and conduct, 
AitvifeJ on the moll trying occafions, he could place great 
aco’-ncU* 11 con h^ ence » this captain, having delivered himfelf 
of war. j n the moll refpe&ful terms, in regard to the opi- 
nions of his brethren, whofe reai'ons the admiral 
ingenuouflv related to him, and defpifing the ar- 
guments, drawn from the danger of the fervice, 
for proving an imprafticability, without an aftual 
attempt to land, and to force .the enemy’s polls 
with all the art and ftrength in their power, he 
adviled the admiral, for his own honour, and the 
glory ot his country, to exert that power, with 
which he was inverted ; and not to leave it to the 
uncertain tefp Unions of a council of war, which had 
been io fatal at Minorca, at Rochefort, and even at 
• Haliifajg to the dilgrace of all concerned, and to 
the extreme lolsof the nation. Upon this remon- 
ttrance ot one brave officer in private converfation, 
we fhall fee the turn this grand expedition took, 
for the intereft of Great Britain fhe admiral 
acqu-iefced in the juftnels of the captain’s obler- 
vation on councils of war : thanked him for his 
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open and honeft advice : relblved to call no coun- A. D. 
cil of war, but ftrictly to adhere to his inftruc- ‘ 7 5 ’ 
tions, which was to land the troops on the ifland 
of Cape Breton. Here, laid he, I will abide, and put 
them all aftiore, and cover their retreat, if they 
think proper to reimbark. 

This refolution difperfed the cloud of difficul- Prepara- 

. r tions for 

ties, that feemed to be gathering from every quar- landing, 
ter. The admiral notified his determination not 
to depart out of that bay, till every way was tried 
to carry his inftructions into execution. A fignal 
was made for all lieutenants : to whom he gave 
ftrict charges to be diligent in the execution of 
thofe orders, they then received, for landing of 
the troops, and for aflifting the military in every 
thing in their power, towards completing the fervice, 
in which they were jointly engaged : and about 
eleven that fame (3d) day at noon, the Kennington 
was brought to an anchor clofe in ftiore of a cove 
at the North Eaft end of Gabarus bay, which 
feemed to promife a convenient coaft, for the in- 
tended defcent ; but was well guarded by feveral 
encampments, and a battery. The Kennington 
had orders to filence this battery, and to clear the 
coaft of the enemy. 

It was intended to attempt a landing that even- prevented 
ing: but the weather growing hazy, and frefti ^ i y g t r l>ewea 
gales, blowing into ftiore, creating a great furf every 
day, there could be nothing done effectually till 
the 8th-, though the Plallifax fnow was likcwife 
ordered in ftiore againft another battery on the 
4th ; and both Ihe and the Kennington performed 
Vol. III. P effectual 
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effedual fervice. Thefe two were ftationed on 
the left at the little bay in the N. E. to which was 
given the name of Kennington cove : the Suther- 
land and Squirrel on the right, near White Point, 
and the Gramont, Diana and Shannon frigates in 
the center. A difpofition made by the admiral’s 
direction to terrify and annoy the enemy’s fortified 
camps, and to cover the boats employed to land 
the foldiers. 

On the 6th, the wind down and a thick fogg j 
the admiral made the fignal for landing : but, be- 
fore the boats were manned, the wind rifing and 
a great fea tumbling, the delcent was put off till 
the 8 th, when the wind being favourable and the 
weather clear, (and Commodore Durell having 
reported, that it was his opinion, the troops 
might land on the left, without any great inter- 
ruption from that morning’s furflf) the troops 
were debarked in the boats belonging to the men 
of war, and tranfports : the former under the di- 
redion of a lieutenant, mate or midlhipman ; and 
the latter under the diredion of the officers of 
the troops in each boat ; the general having given 
proper orders to each for landing them in three 
divifions. The fignal for this debarkation was 
made about two o’clock : and as foon as the boats 
were prepared to fet off from the fhips, a moft 
furious cannonading was continued, from about 
fun rife, from the Kennington and Hallifax and 
all the other ffiips, in their refpedive ftations, 
along the ffiore, until about eight o’clock, with 

only 
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only fome neceflary intermi^ions in favour of the 
attempt. 

The difpofition for landing was made in three 
divifions in order to divide the forces, and to dif- 
traft the enemy’s attention. One divifion, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Wolfe, which 
was intended to attempt a landing on the left of 
Kennington cove, confifted of 550 light infantry k , 
commanded by Major Scott, and four of the oldefb 
companies of grenadiers, the companies of Ran- 
gers k , fupported by the Highland regiment, and 
thofe by the eight remaining companies of grena- 
diers. The boats with thefe foldiers on board 
rendezvoufed near White Point, under cover of 
the fhip guns, about four o’clock. A feint was 
made by the fecond divifion, confifting of the 
Royal, Lafcelles, Monckton, Forbes, Anftrutfrer 
and Webb, at the fame time, to the right, to- 
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k Our light infantry, Highlanders, and Rangers, the 
French termed the Evglijh f adages, perhaps in contradiflinclion 
to their own native Indians, Canadians, &c. the true French 
favages. Thefe light infantry were a corps of 550 volunteers 
chofen as markfmen out of the moft aftive refolute men from 
all the battalions of regulars, dreffed fome in blue, fome in 
green jackets, and drawers, for the eafier brufhing through 
the woods, with ruffs of black bear’s fkin round their necks, 
the beard of their upper lips, fome grown into whifkers, others 
not fo, but all well fmutted on that part, with little round hats 
like feveral of our Teamen. — Their arms were a fufil, cartouch- 
box of balls and flints, and a powder horn flung over their 
fhoulders. The Rangers are a body of irregulars, who have 
a more cuc-throat, favage appearance; which carries in it 
fomething of natural favages : the appearance of the light 
infantry has in it more of artificial favages, 
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A. D. wards White Point, under the conduct of Briga- 
3 ’ dier-Gcncral Whitmore : and the third divifion 
commanded by Brigadier- General Laurence, in 
the center, was formed of Amherft’s, Hopfon’s, 
Otway’s, Whitmore’s, Laurence’s, and Warbur- 
ton’s, and at the fame time, made a fhew of land- 
ing at the frefh water cove. 

The The enemy had expedled this vifit, for fome 

!hee?emyfy ears * Which put them upon many devices to 
and their prevent, or to make a defcent upon the coafl of 

fortified x 

coait. this ifland very difficult and hazardous to them, 
that would attempt an invafion. For this purpofe 
they had finished a very ftrong bread- work, which 
was defended by 3000 regulars, irregulars and na- 
tive Indians, polled along the fhore, in all the 
probable places of landing, fortified at proper 
diflances with heavy cannon and fwivels of an ex- 
traordinary calibre, mounted on v^ry ftrong per- 
pendicular wooden flocks, driven deep into the 
ground ; befides other cannon mounted on redans 
eredled in the molt advantageous fituations for 
flanking an invading army. 

of an cx- Thefe fortifications were the moft complete of 

mryta- their kind - Yet the y had an extr aordinary addi- 
nne. tion by an artful difpofal of trees ; which, being 
laid very thick together at the diftance of 20 
yards in fome places, and cf 30 in other places, 
between the lines and the waters edge, with their 
branches towards the fea quite round the cove, 
rendered the approaches to the front lines extreme- 
ly difficult, even if there had been no fire to de- 
fend them. For the bare attempt of poftefiing 

thefe 
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thefe lines, fays one that was prefent, would have ^ D. 
been like penetrating, with incredible fatigue and 
endlefs labour, through a wild foreft, where the 
branches of one tree are interwoven with thofe of 
another. What ftill contributed to the ftrength 
of this kind of fortification, was the manner of 
difpofing the foreft work in front; fo that it only 
appeared at a diftance one continued green of little 
fcattered branches of fir. Very few guns on their 
lines were diftinguilhable out of the reach of their 
metal : and the reft were concealed with fpruce 
branches, until the boats advanced towards the 
fliore, with a refolution of forcing the works. 

Our boats rowed up to thofe places of deftruc- Refolution 
tion with the moft undaunted courage. But, as men . 
they approached, in line of battle, the brave ad- 
venturers were prefently convinced of their mif- 
take, in regard to the appearance of the enemy’s 
ftrength : and the enemy, too prefuming of their 
own ftrong entrenchments and fortifications, un- 
mafked the latent deftruction fomewhat before the 
proper time for its due exertion. Before our boats 
came near the water’s edge, the batteries began to 
play, and to fire red hot balls, grape and round 
fhot, with great activity ; and a continual difcharge 
of fmall arms fhowered upon them from the lines, 
which were about 1 5 feet above the level of the 
boats. 

This obliged the left wing to defift, and to Left wing 

vctrcEtSi 

withdraw from the impregnable fhore of Kenning- 
ton cove : and the confequence had been much 
more fatal to our people, few or any of whom 
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could have efcaped, had the enemy fuffered our 
men to land quietly upon that narrow fhoal beach ; 
for, then they mud all have laid down their arms, 
or have been flaughtered upon the fhore. But 
our troops were rather exafperated, than difcou- 
raged, by this unforefeen and mafked way of fire- 
ing, and making all the expedition they were able 
towards their center, it was determined with 
united force to defy all oppofition and ftratagem 
and to land wherever there appeared a probability 
of any degree of fuccefs. Fortune favoured the 
attempt of the brave. Lieutenants Hopkins and 
Browne, with Enfign Grant and about 100 light 
infantry, opened an entrance to the fhore on the 
right of the cove, over rocks and fteeps, which 
had been deemed inaccefiible and impracticable. 

Brigadier Wolf feized the advantage ; gave 
orders for the remainder to improve the prefent 
opportunity and to fupport their comrades on 
fhore. Their impatience was fuch, that they cad 
off all reftraint, and with impetuous emulation, 
the grenadiers, light infantry. Rangers, and 
Highlanders, flrove who fhould get firft on fhore, 
though expofed, the whole time, to the furious 
fire of a battery of three guns, which fometimes 
raked, and fometimes flanked them ; and to the 
continual difcharge of fmall arms within 20 yards 
of them. But what was able to flop their fury ? 
Gne boat was ftove in the hurry, and fome grena- 
d.ers were tnercby drowned ; and leveral overfet 
and broke to pieces. The lofs by the fire was fo 
tricing as not to be mentioned j and chiefly 
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amongft the feamen, that had the care of the ^D. 
boats. The landing was effected at this place. 

Amongft the foremoft in this hot fervice we 
find Brigadier Wolfe himfelf, who jumped out of leaps into^ 
his boat into the furff, which kept them dancing [ s followed 
on the water, and expofed to the enemy’s fire. ^ ‘ he 
His example was followed by all the troops. Bri- 
gadier Laurence with the reft of the brigades, did 
the fame, a little to the left, foon after : and they 
were fupported with all convenient expedition by 
the remainder of the center from the fhips, and 
by the divifion of the right wing, which alfo 
gained the fhore amidft a continual difcharge of 
{hot and fhells from the enemy’s lines. The rear 
was brought up by Major-General Amherft, bear- 
ing teftimony to the refolution and bravery, with 
which thofe troops, he had to depend upon in his 
future arduous undertakings, had furmounted dif- 
ficulties and defpiled dangers. 

It was not the ftrength and ftratagem of the Bosts 
enemy they had folely to combate : the boifterous °' e ' 
furff, which drove on moft parts of the fhore at 
that time, ftove a great number of the boats; by 
which feveral of the men were fo much hurt and 
bruifed, as to be very incapable of helping and 
taking care of themfelves, and fome were crufhed 
to pieces between the boats and the rocks. Moft, 
that did land, were obliged to do it without order 
and in much confufion, wading through the great 
fwell, and their arms much wetted : then to fcram- 
ble up fuch rugged rocks, and almoft upright 
precipices, as had been deemed inacceftible and 
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in no need of fortifications for their defence, by the 
enemy’s fkilful and wary engineers •, their own 
fteep, rough afient having been judged beyond the 
attempt of men under arms, before this glorious 
day. Thefe were not the only difcouragements. 
They were in a fituation that would not allow 
them to make a proper ufe of their arms* and 
were themfelves, the v/hole time, expofed to the 
utmofi: fury of the enemy’s fire, in landing and 
climbing the rocks. — A fpirit, that will always 
exert itfelf, where Englilhmen are allowed to act 
againfl an enemy. — A danger, which a council of 
war would never encounter. Which makes good 
the obfervation, That national virtue is to be fought 
for in the fpirit of the foldiery, and not folely in 
the councils of their officers, where a majority has 
frequently deprived the nation of the advantages, 
that might have fucceeded by the vigorous and 
brave minority. For, this national fpirit of our 
foldiery was never known to flag, under the con- 
duct of fuch commanders, as fignalized themfelves 
on this occafion. 

Such an unexpected gaining what had, till now, 
and attack been thought an inacceffible fhore, and landing 
in the mod incredible places, terrified the aftoniffied 
foe : and our men acquired fuch an increafe of 
fpirit and fortitude, by every difficulty they fur- 
mounted, that being arrived at a convenient place 
to unite, they inftantly attacked the next battery 
to them, in flank, with fo much vigour, as drove 
the enemy from that ftrong port, with great pre- 
cipitation : and with one continued exertion of 
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the greateft bravery, in furrounding and attack- A. D. 
ing the enemy’s extenfive lines, they faw them- 175 
felves mailers of the whole fhoreand all its works, 
before they had hardly time to give one regular 
ftroke of true Englifh bravery. 

The flackening of their fire, when the enemy The ene- 
faw our men land pretty near them ; and the my flu ' s * 
faint refiftance they made, when our troops at- 
tacked their lines and batteries, fhew that the 
French placed their whole confidence in the 
firength of their coail : that they never had 
dreamt of being driven to the necefiity of de- 
fending their polls fword in hand : that they had 
formed no plan of retreat, nor a place of rendez- 
vous, for them to rally and give us battle, before 
our troops could be fuccoured and fupplied with 
artillery from the fhips : in a word, they were dis- 
ciplined to fight under cover, and where the mafic 
was pulled off by force and dint of courage, their 
cowardice appeared, and they ran away, with the 
utmoft confirmation and confufion, into the woods ; 
leaving fome of them killed 1 in the flight, and 
about 70 prifoners : amongft whom were two cap- 
tains and two lieutenants of grenadiers m . 

The 

1 Amongft the flain was one officer and a native Indian 
chief, a very ftout, well made and a very adtive intrepid man. 

He had a medal of diftindtion about his neck, which was 
taken and prefented to Admiral Bofcawen. 

m The lofs of his Majefty’s troops in landing was Captain 
Baillie and Lieutenant Cuthbert, of the Highland regiment. 
Lieutenant Nicholfon, of Amherft’s, four ferjeants, one corporal 
and thirty-eight men killed j twenty-one of whom were gre- 
nadiers. 
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A. D. The next and immediate care of the com- 
I7 S 8, mander on fhore, was fo to difpofe of his troops, 
ti^ n Ena- 0f a s at once to pofiefs the fhore, to purfue the 
iifli on enemy, and to prevent a furprize. Which was 
done by detached parties : one of which fecured 
the poflefiion of the fhore for feveral miles, as far 
as Louifbourg •, and found, in different places, 
abandoned by the enemy, feventeen pieces of 
cannon ", fourteen large fwivels, two mortars, 
one of brafs eight inches, and another of iron ten 
inches diameter, with a fhell in it ready to be 
fired; a furnace for red-hot balls, feveral fmall 
arms, and a good quantity of provifions and am- 
munition, tools and ftores. The other party em- 
ployed in the purfuit of the difperfed enemy was 
commanded by Wolfe and Laurence, who drove 
them over rocky hills and boggy moraffes, till 
they got under the prote&ion of the guns of 
Louifbourg; from whofe ramparts, about ten in 
the morning, our purfuing party was faluted with 
a difcharge of feveral pieces of cannon. By 
•which we gained an exaft dirtance, for encamping 
with fecurity from the town, to invert it ; and it 
did not damage our troops : and the general of- 


nadiers, and of thefe eight were (hot, the reft drowned in 
trying to get afhore : five lieutenants, two feijeants, one 
corporal, and fifty-one men were wounded. And of the five 
companies of rangers one enfign and three private men killed, 
one miding and one wounded; and above ioo boats were 
loft. 

n Viz. 3 twenty -four pounders, 7 nine pounders, and 7 
fix pounders. 
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ficers did, that very afternoon, mark out a camp A - D * 
on the very fpot, which they afterwards occupied ,7 ^ 8 * 
during the whole fiege. The enemy no fooner Encamp, 
faw the preparations for a camp fo near them, 
than the governor of Louifbourg ordered the bar- 
rack at the grand battery, already difmantled and 
ruined, to be burnt. He gave the like orders 
relative to all the out-buildings ; and left nothing 
{landing within two miles of the town walls, but 
the tower at the grand battery, and fome chim- 
neys and gable-ends of wretched hovels. 

Such was the incredible fervice and extraordi- Remarks, 
nary atchievements of a day ; that mull be ever 
glorious in the annals of this nation -, and con- 
vince pofterity, that no difficulties nor dangers 
are fufficient to withftand the impetuofity of an 
Engliffi army ; and that every thing ought to be 
tried, before a council of war {ball venture to pro- 
nounce an attempt impracticable. How that 
might have been, had Admiral Rofcawen left the 
practicability of this fervice to the refolutions of a 
council of war, from which he was diffiiaded by 
the advice above-related, is uncertain : but, if we 
may be allowed to judge from events, there would 
be very little hopes in trying fo defperate an ex. 
periment in taCtics, had thefe hazards been fore- 
feen, and cooly weighed with the balance of per- 
fonal fafety. 

Being in pofieffion of the ffiore, the next at- siege of 
tention devolved upon the meafui'es to be pur- 
fued againft the famous fortification, that terror 
of North America, Louifbourg, the principal ob- 
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A. D. ject of this expedition, whole garrifon confided of 

17 2500 regular troops, 300 militia, formed out of 

the burghers, and 350 Canadians, who during the 
fiege found an opportunity to get into the town : 
and in the harbour there lay fix fhips of the line 
and five frigates. Which, with the difficulties, 
they forefaw in the communication with the fleet, 
through the badnefs of the weather, and the con- 
tinual furf on the coad, that greatly endangered 
the navigation of the fmali craft, and in the length 
of their approaches over very bad marfhy ground, 
prognodicated a long, tedious and hazardous fiege. 
However, the commander in chief took every 
precaution, by fecuring his camp with redoubts 
and epaulements, from any attempt by the Cana- 
dians, who might be expected to make a power- 
ful effort to relieve the town, and from the fire 
of the French fhips in the harbour, to fecure his 
communication with the fleet : and with a refolu- 
tion and condudt, becoming one in his circum- 
ftances, he was determined and prepared to meet 
the greated dangers. 

The furf continued fo extremely bad, that he 
could get only fome tents afhore. Nor could any 
thing more be landed for the army, till the nth, 
when the remainder of the troops, the light fix 
pounders, and fome artillery dores were carried 
afhore. Had the enemy, with their fuperiority of 
numbers, and other confiderable advantages, at- 
tacked our little army, in want almod of every 
thing, and their communication -with the fleet 
precarious, during this interval, they might have 
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gteatly perplexed our fituation. But a fatal ti* 
midity confined their attention to their town’s de- 
fence ; till it was too late to think of attacking 
our trenches. On the contrary. General Amherft, 
on the 1 2th, detached Brigadier Wolfe, with 
1200 men, four companies of grenadiers, three 
companies of rangers, and fome light infantry, 
round the north-eaft harbour, with orders to pro- 
ceed to the light-houfe point, with an intention to 
filence the Ifland battery, and to attempt the de- 
ftruftion of the fhips in the harbour ; and, at the 
fame time, fent by fea the artillery, tools, &c. 
which had been ordered for that fervice. As 
Brigadier Wolfe approached, the enemy aban- 
doned every poll: in his rout, leaving their ar- 
tillery, &c. and a great quantity of fifh, at a 
place called Lorembec •, all which were deftroyed 
or rendered ufelefs : and our troops took poflefiion 
of Light-houfe point, and all the polls on that 
fide the harbour. 

At lad, on the 13th, the French thought of 
Tallying out of their ftrong fortifications. Our 
men were employed in making a communication 
from the right to the left in the front of the 
camp, and in erecting three redoubts on the mod 
advantageous ground in the front alfo. A French 
party put on a vigorous countenance, and marched 
towards our works : but they were foon driven 
back, with the lofs of five killed and forty wound- 
ed, by the light infantry. On the 14th the can- 
nonade from the town continued almoft all day ; 
and their Ifland battery and fhips gave our men 
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A. D. fome trouble till the 25th, when the Ifland bat- 
17 S 8 ' tery was filenced by the batteries we had made 
at the light- houfe. 

The perpetual duty either in working on the 
roads, in draining of bogs, in erecting of redoubts* 
batteries, block-houfe, &c. and in watching the 
motions, and refilling the efforts of the enemy, 
fell very heavy upon fo fmall an army, that was 
obliged to have feveral parties out : Befides, Co- 
lonel Melfervey, and moll of his carpenters were 
taken ill of the fmall-pox ; of which the colonel, 
his fon and 96 of his carpenters died before the 
27th of this month : therefore Admiral Bofcawen 
ordered 200 marines to guard the coaft at Ken- 
nington Cove, which proved a great eafe to the 
army. 

On the other fide, the befieged endeavoured to 
throw further obllacles in the way to retard our 
operations 0 •, not doubting, if they could prevent 
an attack by fea, that they would be able to hold 
out againlt the land forces, till the feafon would fo 
far advance, as to oblige the Englifh to re-imbark. 
With this view the governor of Louifbourg, on 
the 29th, at night, ordered the Apollo, a two- 
decked fhip ; la Fidelle, a 36 gun frigate j la 
Chevre, and la Biche, of 16 guns each, to be 

• On the 19th the Echo, a French frigate of 32 guns, was 
brought into Gabareufe bay. She had got out of the har- 
bour on the 15th, and was bound for Quebec. By which 
prize it was known that the Bizarre had got out on the day 
our troops landed, and that the Coounette had failed from 
thence fome days after. 
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funk, in the harbour’s mouth, with mod of their 
marts cut off ; to obftrudt the paffage for our 
great {hips. And as our works advanced, the 
cannonading from the town and the (hipping p in- 
creafed alfo : and feveral (kirmifhes happened 
daily between parties from the town and our light 
infantry ; but with no fuccefs, nor with much 
advantage on our fide. But on the 9th of July 
the enemy made a fortie % where Brigadier Lau- 
rence commanded. They came from Cape Noir, 
and furprifed a company of Forbes’s grenadiers, 
commanded by Lord Dundonald, ported in a 
flecke on the right. Major Murray, who com- 
manded three companies of grenadiers, imme- 
diately detached one, and drove the enemy back, 
with the artiftance of Whitmore’s and Brag’s, who 
behaved very well. — In this fkirmifh Lord Dun- 
donald was killed, Lieutenant Tew was wounded 
and made prifoner : Captain Bontein of the en- 
gineers was taken prifoner ; one corporal and three 
men killed ; feventeen men wounded, and one 
ferjeant and eleven men were milling. On the 
part of the fortie Chevalier de Chauvelin, a cap- 
tain, was killed : one lieutenant was wounded 
and taken prifoner : feventeen men were killed, 
four 'wounded and made prifoners, befides others 
wounded and carried into the town, amongft whom 
was a captain that died immediately. 

p Five line of battle and a frigate of 36 guns, in the har- 
bour. 

# 

s Of five piquets, fupported by 600 men. 
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The works being advanced within 650 yard; 
from the covered way, under the direction of Bri- 
gadier Wolfe, on the 13th four batteries were 
traced out, with an intention to place twenty-foui 
pounders, to deftroy the defences, and a battery 
of feven mortars, with fome twelve pounders, tc 
ricochet the works and the town. And on the 
1 6th, towards night, the fame brigadier pufhed 
on a corps, and took pofieffion of the hills in the 
front of the Barafoy, where a lodgment wa; 
made in the mid ft of a very brifk fire from the 
town and the (hipping •, yet there appeared nc 
great hopes of fpeedy fuccefs againft the town : 
till on the 2 1 ft, when it was greatly alarmed with 
an explofion of gun-powder on board a fhip in 
the harbour, that blew up, and fet fire to the fails 
of two more. They burnt very furioufly j being 
deprived of all afiiftance from the town, by the 
continual fire from our batteries, to prevent boat; 
going on board. By which accident the enemy 
loft the Entrepenant, the Capricieux and Superb 
men of war •, fo that there remained no more thar 
the Prudent and Bienfaifant in the harbour, tc 
guard againft any furprife or aflault by fea. 

Two of the batteries, with 13 twenty-fou 
pounders, and that of feven mortars on the right 
were opened on the 2 2d, and played with grea 
fuccefs *, and at laft our (hells put the citadel ii 
flames though the enemy fired well from th 
town, threw their (hells into our works, and fire< 
all forts of old iron, and any fluff they couh 
pick up. For which reafon the French mortar; 
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we had taken, were fent to throw (tones into the 
town from the trenches. 

On the 23d the cohorns were ufed at night; 
and the batteries fucceeded fo well that they fet 
4 fire to the enemy’s barracks, which burnt with 
great violence. But the Admiral, dubious of the 
time the fiege might take, with the prefent ftrength 
on fliore, on the 24th, ordered four hundred 
feamen to aflift in working the batteries, &c. 
and 200 miners were added to a corps of 100 
already eftablifhed : which had the defired effedt. 
From this time the fate of the befieged feemed 
to be determined. For, on the 25th they had 
brought all their batteries to bear : and the ad- 
miral concerted meafures with the general to de- 
ftroy the Prudent and Bienfailant in. the harbour. 
Six hundred failors were detached from the fleet, 
in boats, to perform this fervice, to take or to 
deftroy thofe two men of war ; whofe intention 
and proceedings were covered by an extraor- 
dinary cannonading from our batteries, to keep 
the enemy’s attention fixed altogether to the land- 
fervice. The fire never ceafea : and the failors 
boarded the two (hips ; burnt the Prudent, which 
was a-ground ; and towed off the Bienfaifant to 
the north- eaft harbour q . In the mean time, the 

miners 

r Of which gallant adtion Admiral Bofcawen fent the fol- 
lowing account to Mr. Pitt, dated 28th of July 1758. 

“ I cannot help mentioning a particular gallant adtion in 
the night between the 25th and 26th inft. the boats of the 
fquadron were, in two divifions, detached under the command 
of Captains Laforey and Balfour, to endeavour either to take 
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A. D. miners and workmen went on very well with 
,758 ' their approaches to the covered way, under a con- 
tinued 

or burn the Prudent of 74 guns, and Bienfaifant of 64, the 
only remaining French (hips in the harbour ; in which tb$ 
fucceeded fo well, as to burn the former, (he being a-ground, 
and take the latter, and tow her into the north-eaft harbour, 
notwithftanding they were expofed to the fire of the cannon, 
and mufquetry of the ifland battery, Point Rochford, and the 
town, being favoured with a dark night. Our lofs was in- 
confiderable, feven men killed, and nine wounded. I have 
given the command of the Bienfaifant to Captain Balfour, 
and the Echo, a frigate, to Captain Laforey.” 

About noon, by the admiral’s order, two boats, a barge 
and pinnace or cutter from every (hip of the fleet, except the 
Northumberland, an invalid, manned only with their proper 
crews, and armed with mufquets and bayonets, cutlafles, piftols 
and pole-axes, each boat under the direftion of a lieutenant 
and mate or midfliipman, rendezvoufed at the admiral’s (hip : 
From thence they were detached, by two’s and three’s at a 
time, to join thofe of Sir Charles Hardy’s fquadron off the 
mouth of the harbour. There they were, in the evening, 
ranged in two divifions, under the command of the two fe- 
nior mailers and commanders in the fleet, the Captains La- 
forey and Balfour- 

In this order they put off from Sir Charles’s fquadron about 
twelve o’clock, and by the advantage of the foggy darknefs 
of the night, and the inviolable (ilence of their people, paddled 
into the harbour of Louifbourg, unperceived either by the 
ifland battery, they were obliged to come, very near to, or by 
the two men of war that rode at anchor at no great diftance 
from them. There was no great probability of their being 
‘ perceived from any part of the garrifon, not only on account 
of their greater diftance, but alfo of the preconcerted brilk 
diverfion made upon them, from all our batteries, about that 
time. Befides, the befieged themfelves left nobody an op- 
portunity to hear any noife : For, from having in the day- 
time obferved the numerous fcaling ladders that were brought 

into 
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tinued and very ftnart fire from it, with grape- 
fhot, and all forts of old iron from the guns of 
the ramparts. 

Every 

into our trenches, they were under fome apprehenfions of an 
«fcalade, intended as this night, and kept a conftant fire with 
their mufquetry from the ramparts, during the whole time, 
with the defign, if poflible, to deter the befiegers from that 
attempt, by (hewing them how well they were upon their 
guard in all the places it could probably be made. 

During this feeming fecurity and. prudent precaution on 
both fides, the bold flratagem of the boats, for furprifing the 
two remaining (hips in the enemy’s harbour, every moment 
ripened for the execution. After puftiing in as far almoft as 
the grand battery, left the (hips fhould be too foon alarmed 
by their oars, they took a fwieep. from thence towards the 
part of the harbour, where the gentlemen knew the (hips 
were, who had before very well reconnoitred it-r-and prefently 
difcovereti them. Each divifion of the* boats was no fooner 
within fight and hail of the noble objeft' of their attempt. 
Captain Laforey’s of Le Prudent, and Captain Balfour’s of 
Le Bietifaifant, than while the centinels on board having 
hailed them in vain, began to fire on .them, each^f the com- 
manders ordered his boats to give way along fide their re- 
fpeftive (hips, and to board them immediately, with all the 
expedition and good order they could obferve. 

The boats crews, no longer able to 'contain themfelves in 
filence, after their manner, gave loud cheers as they were 
pulling up along fide, and with the mod intrepid aftivity, 
armed fome with mulkets, bayonets and cutlafles, others 
with piftols, cutlafies and pole-axes, followed their brave 
leaders, and boarded the (hips in an inftant, with great fpirit, 
on each bow, quarter and gang-way — and after very little 
refiftance from the terrified crews, foon found themfelves in 
pofleflion of two fine fliips of the enemy, one of 74, and one 
of 64 guns, with the lofs of very few of the feair.cn, and 
but one mate. 

0^2 The 
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A- D. Every thing concurring to difcourage any longer 
*75 8 - refinance or defence •, there being no hopes of re- 
lief 

The befieged were now fufiiciently alarmed on all fides^ 
by the noife of the feamen at boarding, the cheers leaving 
them no room to doubt that it was from Englifti feamen, and 
t he direction of the confufed found of voices, and firing af- 
terwards, foon leading them to fufpedt the real facl, an attempt 
upon their (hips. The heroic, fuccefiful adventurers were 
employed in iecuring their prifoners in the fhips holds, and 
concerting the moft effectual methods for fecuring their prizes 
out of the reach of the enraged enemy ; when both the fhips and 
boats received a mod furious fire of cannon, mortars and mulkets, 
from all parts that it could be directed to them, from the 
ifland battery at no great diftance, from the battery on 
Point Maurepas a little farther off, and from all the guns of 
the garrifon that could be brought to bear on that part of 
the harbour. 

After endeavouring in vain to tow off Le Prudent, they 
found fhe was on ground, with feveral feet water in her hold. 
There now remained nothing in their power to do, to prevent 
her being recovered by tjie enemy, but to fet her on fire — 
which they did with all pollible expedition ; leaving along fide 
her a large fchooner, and her own boats, for her people to 
efcape in to the fhore*, which was at no great diftance from 
her. On board of this fhip they found a deferter from our 
camp, who was killed in the little hurtle at our people's taking 
pofleflion of her,. and by that means reicued from the igno- 
minious execution of military juftice. 

The boats from Le Prudent now joined the others about 
Le Bienfailant, and helped to tow her oft triumphantly in the 
midft of a formidable fire from the mortified enemy ; which 
they did with great fpeed, by the afliftance of a little breeze, 
and what ragged fails, yards and rigging lhe had left of any 
fervice after the conftant fire (he had lb long received from our 
batteries. When they had thus got her out of the diftance 
and dire&ion of the enemy's guns, they fecured her till the 

next 
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lief from Europe, nor any further aid from Ca- 
nada ; their fhips entirely deftroyed ; their harbour 
untenable •, their fortifications ruined in many 
places •, clivers pra&icable breaches made ; the gar- 
rifon in no condition to repulfe an afiault in breach, 
nor even an efcalade and fenfible that every ad- 
vantage gained by the befiegers was a nearer ap- 
proach to their ruin, difpofed the governor to the 
humane confideration of putting a ftop to the 
further effufion of chriftian blood. For which 
purpofe he wrote to General Amherft, requeft- 
ing a capitulation upon the fame conditions as 
had been granted to the Englifh at Port Mahon. 
But the general having been previoufiy informed 
by Admiral Bofcawen, of his intention to fend 
fix lliips into the harbour next day, to accelerate 
the operations by land, as the moft effectual way to 

next day, by an hawfer, in the north-eaft harbour, and en- 
joyed on board her the ftrft joyful moment’s leafure of fecurely 
congratulating each other on their fuccefs and fafety in this 
hazardous enterprize. 

The taking of thefe two fhips by our fleet’s boats, on this 
memorable occafion, as it mull be a lafting, indelible honour 
to the vigilance and a&ivity of thofe who projected, and 
to the bravery and conduCl of thofe who executed, the bold 
defign ; will alfo be a new, and perhaps a feafonable con- 
viction to the whole world, that, however arduous, however 
apparently impracticable any purpofed naval attempt may 
be, the Englifh feamen are not to be deterred from it by any 
profpeCt of difficulty or danger, but will exert themfelves as 
far as men can do, and at leaft deferve fuccefs, when led on to 
it by fuch as are worthy to command them. 

And the bold and fuccefsful execution of this enterprize, 
* with the preparations made for a general affault, fo terrified 
the garrifon, that next day they furrendered. 
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A. D. oblige the garrifon to furrender prifoners of war, 
1 he rejected the French governor’s propofal ; in- 
filled upon his furrender at difcretion, and 
threatened him with a general afiault by Admiral 
Bofcawen, next morning, in cafe he did not chufe 
to fubmic on thofe terms. M. -Drucour could not 
relifh the thoughts of yielding to thofe arbitrary 
impofitions : and as an officer that had behaved 
well in his prefent capacity, thought him Pelf and 
the brave fellows under his command, intitled to 
fome fort of diftindlion and favour, and to the ho- 
nours of war : fo that he feemed refolved, and did 
declare, that he would rifle a general afiault, before 
he would comply with fuch fevere terms. How- 
ever, his fiomach was brought down by the pe- 
titions and reprefentations of the traders and in- 
habitants of the place, and of the commifiary and 
intendant of the colony ; who foreiaw immediate 
and univerfal ruin, fhould the enemy be provoked 
to make a general afiault by fea and land. Ac- 
cordingly the French governor accepted and figned 
the following capitulation : 

Capitula- Articles of capitulation between their Excellencies Ad- 
miral Bofcawen , and Major-General Anther ft , and 
his Excellency the Chevalier Drucour , Governor of 
the lfland of Cape-Breton , of Louifbourg , the Ifland 
of St. John , and their appurtenances . 

I . r ' H E garrifon of Louifbourg fhall be pri- 
foners of war, and fhall be carried to Eng- 
land in the fhips of his Britannic Majefiy. 
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II. All the artillery, ammunition, provifions, 
as well as the arms of any kind whatfoever, which 
are at prefent in the town of Louifbourg, the 
iflands of Cape-Breton and St. John, and their 
appurtenances, {hall be delivered, without the 
lead damage, to fuch commifiaries as {hall be ap- 
pointed to receive them, for the ufe of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty. 

III. The governor {hall give his orders that 
the troops, which are in the Ifland of St. John, 
and its appurtenances, {hall go on board fuch 
{hip of war, as the admiral {hall fend to receive 
them. 

IV. The gate, called Porte Dauphine, {hall be 
given up to the troops of his Britannic Majefty, 
to-morrow, at eight o’clock in the morning ; and 
the garrifon, including all thofe that carried arms, 
drawn up at noon, on the efplanade, where they 
{hall lay down their arms, colours, implements, 
and ornaments of war. And the garrifon lhall 
go on board, in order to be carried to England 
in a convenient time. 

V. The fame care {hall be taken of the fick 
and wounded that are in the hofpitals, as of thofe 
belonging to his Britannic Majefty. 

VI. The merchants and their clerks that have 
not carried arms, {hall be fent to France, in fuch 
manner as the admiral {hall think proper. 

Louifbourg, 26 July, 1758. 

(Signed) Le Chevalier de Drucour." 
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In confequence of this capitulation, Major Far- 
quhar, with three companies of grenadiers, took 
pofteffion of the weft gate, on the 27th in the 
morning, and Brigadier General Whitmore was 
charged with the difarming of the garrifon upon 
the cfplanade. He alfo received the furrender of 
their colours ; and placed proper guards in the fe- 
veral polls, and over the ftores, magazines, See. 
The conquerors behaved with great humanity to- 
wards the prifoners : but to remove from them all 
temptation of breaking their capitulation, the 
general ordered all their arms to be carried out of 
the town. 

Thus we may obferve with furprize, that Louif- 
bourgh, and therewith the whole ifland of Cape 
Breton, which had been reprefented fo formidable 
and almoft impregnable and impracticable, on 
former occafions, fell to the arms of a much lefs 
force than had been lhipped in the foregoing year 
for the fame fervice, with the infignificant lofs of 2 1 
commiinoned and non-commiffioned officers, 146 
private men, one gunner, and three matrofles 
killed •, and 30 commiffioned and non-commiffion- 
ed officers, two drummers, 315 private men, 
one corporal, one gunner, and three matrofles 
wounded. 

The lofs of the enemy in killed and wounded 
was much more confiderable; and befides ^637 
men, which the garrifon confifted of at the 
iurrender, there wa*s a great quantity of ar- 
tillery, 
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llery, ftores, &c . 5 Nor was this their whole 
f s ; for the ifland of St. John, in the Gulph of 

An account of the guns, mortars, foot, fotlls , €*• found in the 
town of Lo wfoourg. 
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St. Laurence, and which in fome meafure fupplied 
Quebec with corn and black cattle % with which 
produce, this ifland abounded, followed the fate 
of Cape Breton. Lord Rollo was immediately 
detached to take poflefiion of it : and the inhabi- 
tants, amounting to 4100, fubmitted to his fum- 
mons, and brought in their arms. This had been 
a place of great annoyance to our fettlement in 
Nova Scotia. For, the French neutrals, when 
driven to diftrefs by the Englifli, found fhelter 
upon this ifland : and from hence the Indians were 
encouraged to make fudden irruptions into that 
colony, and to perpetrate the moft inhuman bar- 
barities upon the Englifli fubjedts : of which Lord 
Rollo found a moft execrable proof in the very 
palace, or governor’s feat, decorated with the 
fealps of Englifli men, murdered by the favages, 
hired for that purpofe by the French, their patrons 
and allies. 

This important conqueft was made, and the 
{Length of the continent of North America was 
not weakened, nor the provinces expofed to the 
furprize and ravagements of the French and their 
favage allies •, as we have feen the cafe in the re- 
duction of the land army and the tranfportation 
thereof to Hallifax, laftyear; when an attempt 
upon Louifbourg was refolved by a council of war 
to be impracticable, without fo much as making 

1 Some farms raifed 1200 bufhels of corn annually for 
Quebec market : and Lord Rollo found above jo,ooo head of 
black cattle on this ifland. 
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ane trial to land upon the coaft of Cape Breton. A. D. 
While this expedition was ordered to proceed upon 1 ' 
its own bottom, the forces on the continent were 
tommanded to perform their diftindt operations 
againft the enemy by land, to drive them from 
their encroachments at Crown Point, to open a 
way for an invafion of Canada, in cafe they could 
not be brought to equitable terms of peace, and 
to recover our Ioffes on the Ohio. 

For thefe purpofes we find that Major-General 
Abercrombie was charged with the chief com- 
mand and diredtion of the feveral operations, and 
that he himfelf undertook the expedition againfl 
Crown Point u with the main body of the army, 
confifting of 7,000 regulars, and 10,000 provin- His forces, 
cials ; with which he embarked on Lak A George, 
in order to reduce the French forts on that lake 
and on Lake Champlain, which he expected would 
fecure the frontier of the Britifh colonies on that 
fide, and open a paffage for any future attempts 
upon the French fettlements. 

Thus intentioned and enabled to face any army, Marches 
that could be affembled by the French and their cfnderoga" 
allies, Major-General Abercrombie embarked with 
his whole force on board 900 batteaus, and 135 
whale boats, with provifion, ammunition, and 
artillery •, befides feveral pieces of cannon mount- 
ed on rafts to cover their landing, in cafe of op- 
pofition. 

They failed on the 5th of July in the morning; 
in the evening they halted at Sabbath Day Point, 

* Scopage S3, Vol. III. 
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about 12 miles from the enemy’s advanced guard; 
landed, and made a great number of fires on the 
fhore, to divide the enemy’s attention and forces ; 
and early next morning they arrived at the place, 
where it was propofed to land ; and from whence 
there was a good way leading to, and about one 
mile off, the French advanced guard. Colonel 
Bradflreet, with 1 500 batteau-men. Major Rogers, 
with 800 rangers, and Colonel Gage’s light in- 
fantry, all in whale boats, formed our advanced 
guard ; which was immediately ordered afhore, to 
reconnoitre the country •, which returning with a 
report, that there was no appearance of an enemy 
to oppofe them, the troops landed with great 
eafe, leifure and fafety. The general formed 
them in four columns, regulars in the centre, and 
provincials on the flanks : in which order they 
marched towards the enemy’s advanced guard ; 

Aildrmifli. compofed of three battalions of the regiment of 
Guienne, poked in a logged camp ; who fled with 
i'uch precipitation on the approach of our army, 
that they had time only to fet fire to their tents, 
and to their baggage, ammunition and provifions : 
part of which was faved by the quick advance of 
the Englifh. 

The army, in the foregoing order, continued 
their march through the wood on the weft fide, 
with a defign to inveft Ticonderoga ; a fort built, 
about two years before, on the narrow pafiage or 
communication between Lake George and Cham- 
plain. It had all the advantages that nature and 
arc could give it, being defended ou three fides by 

water, 
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ater, which is furrounded by rocks, and on the A. D. 
ilf of the fourth fide by a fvvamp, and where 
iat fails, there the French had eredted an en~ 
enchment and breaft-work about nine feet high. 

was in the way to Crown Point, and muft be 
ken by our forces before they could march tin- 
ier. It was in this march, that we had the m if- Lord Howe 
>rtune to lofe Lord Howe, of whom General kllied * 
bercrombie writes to the fecretary of ftate. 

That he was defervedly univerfally beloved 
and refpected throughout the whole; army : that 
his untimely fall occafioned much grief and 
confternation ; and, That he himfelf felt it 
mod heavily, and lamented him molt fincerely.” 
lis lordfhip, at the head of the right center co- 
lmn, fupported by the light infantry, being ad- 
anced about two miles, fell in with a French 
arty, fuppofed to confift of about 500 regulars 
id Indians, who laid in ambufli, or rather thought 
> hide themfelves in that thick and almoft im- 
affable wood, and had loft themfelves in their 
:treat from the advanced guard. The fkirmilh Lofsof the 
as maintained with great refolution, and the enem y- 
aemy did not give way till our flankers had killed 
00, and taken 148 prifoners, amongft whom 
ere five officers and three cadets. But, though 
e loft only two officers, and not above 18 men 
illed and wounded, our fuccefs coft us very dear, 

1 the death of Lord Howe, who fell the firft 
lan in this fkirmiffi, by a mulket ball through 
is breaft : of which he died inftantly. Had our 
-my been fufficiently provided with guides, this 

adlion 
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A. D. a&ion might have become fatal to the enemy, by 
i/S *‘ cutting off their retreat: but they being entirely 
without guides, our forces were deprived of the ad- 
vantage of taking poft on fuch grounds, as required 
for that purpofe. The ignorance of the ground 
was alfo a great misfortune in the time of a&ion : 
for, it threw all into confufion : wherever any 
firing was heard, thither all thofe, not engaged, 
immediately hurried, and thereby brought the 
whole into diforder. So that they could do no 
more, than keep pofleffion of the ground all that 
night. 

Our army The imprefiion received throughout the army 
at the lofs of Lord Howe ; the great fatigue the 
foldiers had undergone from the time of their em- 
barkation j the want of provifions, which had 
been dropt in order to lighten themfelves in their 
march ^ and the want of guides to conduct them 
through the labyrinth of that wildernefs ; deter- 
mined the General to return, on the 7th, to the 
Landing Place j and they accordingly got thither 
by eight o’clock in the morning. But at eleven 
the fame day, at noon, Lieutenant-Colonel Brad- 
A detach • ftreet was detached with the 44th regiment, fix 

merit to fe- . ° 

cure the companies of the firft battalion of Royal Ame- 
faw-nuiu. r j canS} t h e batteau-men, and a body of Rangers 
and Provincials, to the amount of about 7000 in 
all, to take pofTefTion of the faw-miils, a poft 
occupied by the enemy, within two miles of 
Ticonderoga. Bradftreet found that poll de- 
leted by the enemy, who had retired, and de- 
ftroyed the mill and broke down the bridge: 

O 

but 
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,ut he laid a bridge over the river, and was joined f. D. 
hat night by the main body of the army, un er Thsarmy 
General Abercrombie, who took up his quarters advanced*. 

Several prifoners were brought into the camp ; The r.w- 
vho agreed in their accounts, that the enemy had 
•Hit battalions, feme Canadians and colony troops, 
xTthe amount of 6000 in all, encamped before 
their fort : that they were fortifying their camp 
withftrong entrenchments and bread- work s ; and 
that they °expeaed hourly to be reinforced by 
,000 Canadians, under M. de Levy, recalled 
from an expedition, he had the command of, to 
make a diveriion on the fide of the Mohawk river. 

This intelligence ferved to accelerate the motions 
of our army s and the report of M. Clerk the en- 
oineer, who was fent to reconnoitre the ftrength 
and fituation of the enemy, being in favour of an 
immediate attack, before the enemy’s works could 
be iinifhed, it was agreed to dorm them, that very 


The Rangers, light infantry and Provincials, 
were ordered to march without delay, and to take them, 
poft in a line, out of cannon Ihot of the French 
entrenchments, fo as to extend their right to Lake 
George, and their left to Lake Champlain, that 
the regular troops, deftined to ftorm the en- 
trenchments, might form on their rear. The 
piquets were appointed to begin the attack : they 
to be fuftained by the grenadiers •, and thefe by the 
battalions. The whole were inflrutted not to 
throw away their fire, but to march up brilkly. 
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A. D. rufh upon the enemy’s fire, and not to give theirs, 
1758 ‘ till they were within the enemy’s breaft-work. A 
March up brave and well defigned difpofition. All the 
my? 2 £i e ^ orces » exce P t a guard left at the Landing Place 
to cover and guard the batteaus and whale boats, 
and a provincial regiment left at the faw-mill, 
was put in motion, and advanced to Ticonderoga. 
But, inftead of imperfeCt works, they found the 
entrenchments much ftronger than reprefented; 
a breaft-work fix feet thick and between eight and 
nine feet high, and the ground before it covered 
wi,th felled trees, with their branches pointed out- 
wards : and the ground was filled, for upwards of 
100 yards beyond the breaft-work, with large logs, 
flumps, brufhwood, &c. over which it was im- 
pofiible to advance without great deliberation and 
difficulty. And the enemy, who were entirely 
under cover of the breaft-v ? ork, kept an inceffant 
fire from their fwivels and fmall arms, mowing 
down our officers and brave men by hundreds. 
Our men, regardlefs of every difadvantage and 
danger, like thofe, that would conquer or die, 
were not infenfible of the embarraiTment of the 
trees, that retarded their advancing with intrepidity 
and bravery ; but the General, convinced by the 
lols iuftained, and the impracticability of forcing 
the entienchments, that it was no longer prudent 
Englifh remain before it, judged it necefiary, for the 

andretrtat. P reieivat ^ on *° man y brave men, and to pre- 
vent a total defeat, to make the beft retreat poffi- 

ble. Thus after l'everal repeated attacks, which 
lafted above four hours, under the moft difadvan- 

tageous 
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tageous clrcumftances, and with the lofs of 461 
regulars killed, 29 miffing and 1117 wounded; ^ 

87 Provincials killed, eight miffing, and 239 
wounded, including the officers of both Corps ; 
he drew his men off w , and retired to the camp he 
had occupied the night before, with thofe that 
were capable of duty : fending off the wounded 
to the batteaus, which laid about three miles far- 
ther ; and next morning followed with the whole 
army to the fame place, and embarked for the 
camp at Lake George. 

This defeat and retreat fet the bufy and obfer- Remarks 
vant world to work ; who, according to their con- °" eat , 
ne&ions and apprehenfions, were very liberal in 
their cenfures and apologies. He certainly is to 
be commended for drawing off his men from an 
attack, in which they were expofed entirely to the 
fire of a covered enemy : and he might be de- 
ceived, and yet not culpable, in regard to the re- 
port of the enemy’s ftrength, and fituation of their 
camp ; which certainly was the cafe : both in re- 
gard to the ftrength of .the works, and to their 
extent. But who can exculpate a general for 

w About three o’clock, as the regulars were retreating, one 
regiment in the center and the troops oft the left threw in a 
very heavy fire, intending to retreat likewife : but the enemy 
hoifted Englilh colours, and clubbed their arms, (hewing them- 
felves on their brealt-work, and beckoning to our men ; on 
which the whole advanced brifkly : but when they were 
come within 15 or 20 yards of the enemy, they ftruck the 
Englilh colours, and threw in upon them a moll terrible fire, 
fuch as they had not yet experienced, which killed multitudes, 
and obliged them to retire. 
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commanding his men to attack fuch a fortified 
camp without cannon, when he had a fufficient 
train with him for the fervice ? Who can com- 
mend his care of himfelf on fuch a defpe rate fer- 
vice •, not advancing the whole time farther than 
the mills, two miles from the feat of adtion ; when 
his prefence was necefiary with his army ? Who 
can give a folid reafon for his flying, when there 
was no enemy in a condition to purfue : and re- 
embarking an army of 14,000 effedlive men, 
well provided with all neceflaries for fupport, de- 
fence, and to return to the attack of Ticonderoga, 
with a view of fuccefs, by a proper ufe of the 
force under his command, againft an enemy, that 
was not above 3000 ftrong, and from whom both 
a retreat and fuccours might have been eafily cut 
off? An officer employed in this expedition writes, 
“ Having fecured the advanced polls, after the 
retreat, the remainder of the army might have 
kept pofleffion of the mills ; a poft which is, per- 
haps, as advantageoufly fituated, and as ftrongly 
fortified by nature, as any in the univerfe. But 
what was mofl furprizing, the whole army was 
ordered to embark, 30 men in each batteau, and 
to retire to Fort William Henry, after having 
gained and given up as many advantages in four 
days, as, perhaps, ever happened, fince war has 
been known. The retreat was fo precipitate, that 
great quantities of intrenching tools, feveral bat- 
teau loads of provifions and other things were left 
behind. All ftrong indications of an unaccount- 
able panic. Yet the Provincial troops were ftill 
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J n good fpirics, and the enemy, not a match for us 
in a regular fiege.” The regulars had fuftained 
a confiderable lofs : but that lofs was not equal to 
what had been expected on landing, if the enemy 
had oppofed them there. But continues that offi- 
cer, “ The whole condud, after Lord Howe’s 
death, was equally madmen like : we were igno- 
rant of the enemy having any breaft-works, but 
that of logs and flumps : we were ordered to florm 
the trenches, when our field was covered with 
cannon and flores ; and we left the moft advan- 
tageous ground without being purfued, or having 
any reafon to exped it *, and after all, retreated 
with an army of near 14,000 men from an enemy 
not above 3000 flrong.” The fright at the head 
quarters appears fully from the general’s order to 
the commanding officer at this place, to fend to 
New York, all the cannon, wounded men, &c. 
What our enemies thought of this affair, may be 
colleded from their account in the Paris gazette x . 

Colonel 

* Paris, Sept. 2 3, Publilhed by authority. 

The Marquis of Montcalm being informed that the Englilh 
had affembled, at the bottom of Lake Sacrament, an army of 
20,«oo militia, and 6000 regular forces, under the command 
of General Abercrombie, with a defign to make themfelves 
mailers -of Fort Carillon, [Ticonderoga] and to invade Cana- 
da, his firft Hep was to take poffeflion of the falls, on the fide 
of that lake, in order to baffle the efforts of the enemy. He 
remained in this pofition till the 6th of July, when a body of 
the Englilh appeared upon the lake. He then croffed over the 
river from the falls, with all his troops, and came to encamp 
under Fort Carillon, where he had already marked out his 
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Colonel Bradftreet, by a happy turn of thought 
propofed a plan to his commander in chief, after 

this 

agamft entrenchments, and fent out different detachments to harrafs 
Frontenac. the enemy in their landing. 

I be Marquis, when he arrived at his camp before Carillon 
had only 2,800 French, with 450 of thecolony troops, 

On the ytb, in the morning, the whole army was employed 
rn throw, „g up entrenchments, and making barricades of 
Humps of trees before them. The fame day, in the evening 
to our great joy, there arrived 400 chofen men, under the 

"T“"? r '^r C l! eValiC ' ^ Le,i ' The Man ) uis 

left ‘ M 7 V I " ght Wi " g “ the Ch ' Vali "’ ^ 

to M. de Bourlamaque, and refereed to himfelf the com. 

mand of the center, that he might be the better able to e„e 

h,s orders. The army lay all nigh, upon their arms. ‘ 

.he rron *e general, was bear, tha, 

the troops might know thei, poits. After this ^ 

army returned to work upon the entrenchments. About,,, 
fidl onhe“riv S T”? ligbt ‘'°° p! appea « d ■*« “her 

ftde of river and made a great Jr,, bu, a, fuch a dilla,ce 
that we continued our work without returning ir. About half 
an hour after twelve thei, army came dowfuponi 1 “ 

lef Sri!: 17 l y ^ ** arms Om 

ere was hrlt attacked by two cnlnmne 

fame time attacked by a third r th f Center was attb * 

our ri< r ht Atth i 0 umn ’ and a fourth attacked 

tacked ihev c 7 ^ “ d the Canadia ™ not at- 

in dark that lT ^ thar tfenches ’ aK d took the column 
in flank that attacked our riphr falling . , 

courage and fury. About L * ^ ^ ^ Wlth 2 rea C 

tacked the rent , e ° clock the column which at- 
acked the center, and that which attacked the rW>t fell 

upon the falian, angle of, he trenches, whereon, danvi, be- 

came very g, eat i bu, i, was timely aliilhd and ih 

use, w„h a refinance rhar damped their ardl ' , 

their amcb'.,d° Ck ’ ' h ' M ° c ° luIMS of the right abandoned 

Ma„::„;trn d " tvr" a,,rapt 

e center, and afterwards on the left, but 

* <J ‘ ' they 
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this retreat, to employ part of the troops imme- 
diately againft Cadaraque or Fort Frontenac ; and 
was allowed to carry that expedition into execution 
with a detachment of 3103 men, confiding of 
154 regulars, 2491 provincials, 27 of the royal 
regiment of artillery, 61 rangers, 300 batteau- 
men, and 70 Indians. The fituatiqn of this fort 
on the north of the river St. Laurence, juft where 
it takes its origin from Lake Ontario, was very 
advantageous and of great importance to our ene- 
mies. It commanded the mouth of the river of 

A 

St. Laurence, in a great meafure, and it was em- 
ployed as a magazine to fupply the forts to the 
fouthward. For this reafon the government in 
Old France had ftocked this fort with 60 pieces 
of cannon, and fixteen fmall mortars : but the 

they were every where repulfed. Between fix and feven their 
army made their retreat, favoured by the fire of their light 
troops, which lafted till night. The darknefs of the night, 
the fatigue of our troops, and the fmallnefs of our number^ 
the ftrength of the enemy, who were ftill greatly fuperior to 
us, and the nature of the ground, would not permit us to pur* 
fue them. We expe&ed them to return to the attack next day^ 
but they had abandoned the Falls and the Carrying Place ; and 
the Chevalier de Levi, who was fent out to reconnoitre, faw 
no body. 

We reckon the lofs of the enemy, according to the report of 
the prifoners, to be about 4000 killed and wounded, among 
whom are feveral officers of diftinftion. Lord Howe and 
Major General Spittall, are among the flain. Five hundred 
Indians, who were in the Englifh army, remained behind the 
whole time, and would not engage in the aflion. On our fide 
there were 12 officers, and 92 foldiers, killed in the field of 
battle ; and 25 officers, with 248 fcldiers, wounded. 
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fortifications were both inconfiderable and badly 
contrived. At this jun&ure it was ftored with an 
immcnfe quantity of provificns and ammunition Y 
for the ufe of the French forces detached againft 
Brigadier Forbes •, for their weftern.garrifons, and 
the army fent under M. de Levi to the Mohawk 
river, and with merchandize for their Indian allies. 

Colonel Bradftreet having penetrated to the fide 
of Lake Onterio, he embarked his men in Hoops 
ancf batteaus provided for that purpofe, and land- 
ed without oppofition within a mile of Fort Fron- 
Hisfuccefs.tenac, on the 25th of Auguft. This vifit was fo 
little expedted, that the garrifon, confifting of 
no men, befides a few women, children and In- 
dians, between feven and eight in the morning, 
of the 27th, furrendered prifoners of war. By 
which we becarhe mafters of all the contents 
above-mentioned, and of nine fhips, from eight 
to 18 guns, which were all the French had upon 
the lake. Colonel Bradftreet brought two of the 
fhips to Ol'wego, one richly laden : but he burnt 
and deftroyed the others, together with all the fort, 
artillery, ftores, &c. agreeable to his inftru&ions. 
Upon which the prifoners did not fcruple to fay, 
That their troops to the fouthward, and their 
weft ward garrifons would fuffer greatly, if not be 
entirely ftarved, for want of the provifions, and 
vefifels, to bring them home from Niagara. 
Brigadier The expedition againft Fort du Quefne, and 
expedition the redu&ion of the Ohio was committed to Bri- 

againft 
du Quefne. 


gadier 
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gadier Forbes. His rendezvous was at Philadel- A.D. 
phia % from whence he marched with the laft di- 
vifion of his forces on the 30th day of June, for 
the river Ohio. A march pregnant with the 
greateft difficulties and difcouragements •, if we 
confider the length of the way only •, but it we 
take the want of military roads, the howling wil- 
dernefles, that were almoft impenetrable, the dan - 
gerous moraffes and the rugged mountains, into 
the account, nothing but love, a love for our 
country, which furmounts and defpifes all obfta- 
cles and oppofition, could have animated this 
army to proceed with an alacrity and courage, 
that was not to be fatisfied with any thing lefs 
than vi£tory and conqueft. 

x By a letter from New York, dated July 20, it appears, 
that when Brigadier- General Forbes came to Philadelphia, 
about the middle of April laft, he found himfelf a general 
without forces, for a confiderable time. The greateft part of 
the provincials, that were to compofe his army, were not raifed. 

The Highlanders from South-Carolina, did not arrive ti 
about the 7th of June, nor his ftores and artillery from England 
till the 14th of the fame month. Befides this, the procuring 
the large number of waggons neceffary for this expedition, 
where there is no water carriage, occafioned great delays 
Yet all thefe difficulties are at laft furmounted, and the general 
now finds himfelf at the head of a fine army, m high fpints, 
the rear of which is by this time advanced upwards of too 
miles on their march. He has likewife a very confiderable 
body of Indians with him, and we have reafon to expedt a 
poffible fuccefs from his known valour, vigilance, and experi- 
ence. No general was ever more beloved by the men unde± 
his command. 
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A. D. The brigadier had a fpacious field to difplay his 
17 5 °‘ military talents. In which there had been fo many 
dent'con* mifcariages : and where the enemy had fattened 
4 iia. themfelves by every means to improve the natural 
ftrength of the country. But the failings of 
others made him more cautious, more circumfpett. 
He left nothing, or as little as pofiible, to chance. 
He, with amazing diligence, fecured provifions 
and carriages ; in whofe deficience had been laid 
the root of Braddock’s unfortunate march. He, 
with a becoming jealoufy of his own ftrength, 
fhould he expofe it to the lurking invifible enemy, 
fecreted in thick woods, or ported at narrow de- 
files, extended his fcouting parties, who beat the 
bullies and ferreted the favage enemy •, and he form- 
ed new roads, and fortified his camps : without 
which precautions he muft have fuffered greatly 
or rather have been forced to return with difsrace, 
by the frequent lkirmifhes and ambufcades of the 
enemy’s Indian allies, who attempted to cut them 
off, and did harrafs them under this moft judicious 
difpofition and cautious march of our army, thro’ 
a prodigious trail of an unknown defert. 

In this manner Brigadier Forbes arrived at 
Ray’s town, 90 miles eaft of Fort du Quelne ; 
where he halted with the main body of the army, 
and detached 2000 men, under Colonel Fouquet, 
to Lyah Henning, with orders to fecure that poll, 
and to reconnoitre the fort and outworks of Fort 
du Quefne. Fouquet obeyed his orders : fecured 
the poll, and detached Major Grant, with 800 
men only, to reconnoitre the objeil of their ope- 
rations. 
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rations, which was at the diftance of 40 miles A. D. 

farther. ,. 

As foon as the enemy faw this party within their Reconnoi- 

power, being informed by then fcouts, that itJEgE* 
advanced without any fupport, and that their 
neareft retreat was to Lyal-Hennmg, a trad of 
40 miles back > a body of troops fufficient to fur- 
round them marched out to give them battle, or 
to cut off their retreat. The Englifh flood their 
ground with a firmnefs and bravery worthy of their 
country. They received the fire of the enemy, 
and with bayonets fixed, doted and did great exe- 
cution But after three hours Severe aCtion againft 
oreat odds, and the number of the enemy en- 
creafing, by reinforcements from the garrifon, 
having loft their commander. Major Grant, who 
was carried prifonerto Fort du Quefne, and about 
200 men, including nineteen officers, killed or 
taken, thefe brave fellows were thrown into dis- 
order, and obliged to fly back to Lyal- Henning. 

Thus one indifereet motion had well nigh dif- j^ emar lcs. 
concerted all the prudential fteps, by which Bri- 
gadier Forbes had Surmounted the hazards and 
dangers of a long and almoft impracticable march, 
if Fort du Quefne, and the territory under its 
dependance, was judged to require the whole 
force under Brigadier Forbes to reduce it*, what 
could induce Fouquet to detach only 800 men to 
the diftance of forty miles, without any provi- 
flon to fuftain them in cafe of an attack *, in a 
country, of which they were entirely ignorant, 

and in poffeffion of, and garrifoned by, the ene- 

my r 


266 

A. D. 

1758. 


Fort Du 
Quefne de 
felted. 


Changed 
to Pitts- 
burg. 


The GENERAL HISTORY or 

my ? In which circumftances it was morally im- 
poffible for that detachment ever to return with 
any report, fhould they advance within the power 
of the enemy and without a clofe infpedion, their 
orders could not be executed. But, when the bri- 
gadier was informed of this lofs, it ferved rather 
to fharpen his refentment and vigour. He dif- 
fered no more detachments to be cut oft. He 
marched with his whole army with fuch expedi- 
tion, that his fudden and powerful appearance 
ftruck the French garrifon of Fort du Quefne with 
a panic : fo that they never trufled their fafety to 
the event of a fiege, but difmantled the fort, and 
withdrew, forne by boats, others by land, to their 
forts and fettlements on the Miffiffippi, on the 
24th day of November: and, next day. Brigadier 
Forbes entered and took pofleflion j and having 
repaired the fort, the contention for which, and 
the circumjacent lands, had kindled up the pre- 
fent war, and placed in it a garrifon of provin- 
cials •, the troops and officers, emulated by their 
fuccefs, and glorying in the minifler, who planned 
their operations in fo wife and effe&ual a manner, 
unanimoufly changed the name of the fort, and 
with a propriety and compliment, which may 
eafily occur to the reader, gave it the name of 
Pitt’s- burg. And Brigadier-General Forbes 
having, by his advantages in feveral fkirmifhes, 
convinced the native Indians, that all their at- 
tempts upon his advanced polls, in order to cut 
off his communication, were vain, and to no 
purpofe, and that it was their intereft to accept of 
3 ' a neutra- 
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a neutrality ; he found it no very difficult matter 
to draw them from the French, and even to re- 17i ° 
concile them, in a manner, to his Majefty’s go- 
vernment. Which was the belt fecurity of that 
fine, rich country, againft any future attempts to 
be made by France for its recovery. 

Having fettled every thing to his defire, and, Brigadier 
for the intereft of his country, he left a garrifon tums . 
in Pitt’s-burg, well appointed and provided 
againft any force of the enemy in thofe quarters : 
and, for their better content, and for the defence 
of Penfilvania, he eredted a block- houfe at Lyal- 
Henning. His intention was to add fome other 
works to Pittfburg ; but his health was fo much 
impaired, by the fatigues of this campaign, that 
he was obliged to haften back to Philadelphia, 
where he died foon after in the 49th year of his 
age, greatly lamented by all ranks of men, and 
may juftly be acknowledged a public lofs to his 
country. 

Thus ended the firft campaign in North Arne- Remarks, 
rica, under the dire&ion of Mr. Pitt; which 
ftruck fo effe&ually at the root of the French 
power and intereft in the new world, that they 
never after were able to make any confiderable 
effort to maintain their encroachments, and muft 
have been entirely driven to feek for fafety within 
their provinces of Canada and Louifiana, had 
General Abercrombie executed his part of the 
grand operations agreeable to his inftrudlions, and 
to the ftrength of the army under his imme- 
diate command. How the nation received the 
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A. D. news of thefe advantages, gained by the vigorous 
meafures under the new minifter, will be beft de- 
feribed by that univerfal rejoycing throughout this 
kingdom, and by thofe voluntary and unanimous 
addreffes to his Majefty on the joyful occafion, 
from every incorporate and refpe&able body, led 
up to the throne by the moft dutiful addrefs of 
the city of London, whofe fen'timents of the im- 
portance of their acquifitions, the wifdom of the 
miniftry and bravery of the fleets and armies, as 
they were adopted and confirmed by the reft of 
their fellow-fubje&s, will be beft conveyed to 
pofterity in their own words, which were thus ex- 
prelfed upon the taking of Louifbourg, &c. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

A MIDST the joyful acclamations of your 
faithful people, permit us, your Majefty’s 
moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons, of the city of London, 
in common-council affembled, humbly to con- 
gratulate your Majefty on the fuccefs of your arms, 
in the conqueft of the important fortrefs of Louif- 
bourg, the reduftion of the ifland of Cape Breton 
and St. John, and the blow there given to a con- 
fiderable part of the French navy. 

An event fo truly glorious to your Majefty, fo 
important to the colonies, trade and navigation 
of Great Britain, and fo fatal to the commercial 
views and naval power of France, affords a realon- 
able prolpeft of the recovery of all our rights 
and pofleflions in America, fo unjuftly invaded, 

*• and 
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and in a great meafure anfwers the hopes we A. D. 
formed, when we beheld the French power weak- I '^ 8 * 
ened on the coaft of Africa, their Ihips deftroyed 
in their ports at home, and the terror thereby 
fpread over all their coafts. 

May thefe valuable acquifitions, fo glorioufly 
obtained, ever continue a part of the Britifh Em- 
pire, as an effectual check to the perfidy and 
ambition of a nation, whofe repeated infults and 
ufurpations obliged your Majefly to enter into 
this juft and neceflary war : and may thefe in- 
ftances of the wifdom of your Majefty’s councils, 
of the conduct and refolution of your com- 
manders, and of the intrepidity of your fleets and 
armies, convince the world of the innate ftrength 
and refources of your kingdoms, and difpofe 
your Majefty’s enemies to yield to a fafe and ho- 
nourable peace. 

* 

In all events, we fhall moft chearfully contri- 
bute, to the utmoft of our power, towards fupport- 
ing your Majefty, in the vigorous profecution of 
meafures fo nobly defigned , and fo wifely directed. 

The attempt upon Goree, on the coaft of Af- Expedition 
rica, had mifcarried, as it was apprehended, for*|f inftGo " 
want of fufficient ftrength, after the taking of Se- 
negal. But the neceflity there was to reduce that 
fortrefs, in order to complete the ruin of the French 
trade on the coaft of Africa, and therewith to put 
the laft and finifhing hand to the deftru&ion of 
thofe colonies, which our enemies could not culti- 
vate without black flaves j to deprive them of every 

poft. 
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pod, from whence they might either carry on a 
clandeftine commerce with the Africans, or ifiise 
out to difturb our navigation on that coaft in ge- 
neral, or to Senegal in particular; which could 
never be fafe and undidurbed, while Goree con- 
tinued in the hands of the French ; fuggeded an 
immediate effort, this fame fummer, to drive the 
enemy from that ftrong-hold. 

Goree a is a fmall narrow ifland b near Cape 
Verd in Africa, W. long. 17.40. lat. 15. fur- 
rounded by rocks, and inaccefllble, except at a 
little creek, a natural and mod fafe harbour, about 
20 fathoms broad and 60 long, fituate E. N. E. 
and inclofed with two points of fand\ one pretty 
high, called the Burial-ground-point; the other 
much lower, with a fand-bank in front, over 
which the fea beats with fuch violence, as to be 
feen at a great diflance. Here is good anchorage 
for fliips ; as alfo round the whole ifland : and be- 
tween it and the main land fhips may ride fafe 
from the greatefl furges. — This ifland has changed 
maflers feveral times. The firft account of it was 
in the poffefnon of the Dutch, who, in the year 
1617, obtained a grant of it from Biram, King 
of Cape Yerd, and fortified it with a caftle on a 
high land, very deep on all fides, which they 
named Naflau-hill, on the north fide ; and with 
another fort, called Fort Orange, built in the 
creek above-mentioned, to protect their ware- 
houfes. In 1663 it was conquered by the Eng- 

a Or Goeree Dutch, a good road for {hipping. 

b The fixth pare of a league in length. 
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lifli, under the command of Commodore Holmes : A. D. 
but was foon after retaken by De Ruyter, the I758 ’ 
Dutch admiral. In 1677 it fell into the hands of 
the French, under the command of Count d’Etrees, 
who demolilhed the forts. But the French Eaft 
India company, being made fenfible of its ad- 
vantageous fituation for the purpofes of their trade, 
obtained a grant thereof from the French King, 
rebuilt the forts and continued in pofiefiion till 
this year. It is but fmall, and till very lately, 
that M. de St. Jean, dire&or of the ifland, dis- 
covered frefh fprings, it was without either wood 
or water, but what was prefer ved in citterns. 
However, its fituation, harbour and good anchor- 
ing, like that of St. Helena, render it very con- 
fiderable for thofe nations, who have fettlements 
on the coaft of Africa, or any navigation and 
trade in thofe feas. Though it is in the torrid 
zone the air is cool and temperate, almoft the 
whole year ; owing to the equality of days and 
nights, and alternate breezes from the fea and 
land. And it is fo near the continent, that Cape 
Verd, and the neighbouring promontaries, may 
be feen from the north fide. 

The fquadron ordered for this fervice confitted 
of the Prince Edward, the Naflau, the Dunkirk, 
the Torbay, the Fougueux, and the Firedrake and 
Furnace bombs. — There were alfo 600 foldiers. 
Commodore Keppel had the eommand in chief. 

It was the 24th of December before this arma- 
ment reached the place of their deftination. The 
commodore came to an anchor, with all his Ihips, 

hi 
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in the road of Goree, about three o’clock, the 
ifland bearing S. W. by S. about four miles, and 
in eighteen fathom water. The Saltafh was or- 
dered to bear down to a bay between point Goree 
and point Barnabas, in order to the more fpeedy 
and convenient landing of the troops, Ihould 
there be any occafion for them. But it was the 
28th before it was thought convenient to attack 
the ifland. When, at four in the morning, all 
the flat-bottomed boats were fent on board the 
tranfports, for difembarking the troops, and all 
of them were in thofe boats by nine o’clock. 
During which time the fhips of war alfo finifhed 
their preparations j the fignal for weighing anchor 
having been given at eight o’clock. 

The weft fide was the ftrongeft j but that be- 
ing the lee- fide, it was refolved to form the at- 
tack on this fide, left the (hips cables, being cut 
by a chain-fhot, or any other accident, the Ihip 
or fhips might put out to fea without any dan- 
ger, and beating to windward renew the a&ion ; 
for fuch an accident on the eaft fide might have 
brought a fliip immediately afliore. Another re- 
folution fettled the manner of their going down to 
the afiault. A bomb was ordered to precede, co- 
vered by the Prince Edward from the fire of the 
enemy, and to anchor abreaft of a fmall Lunette- 
battery en barbet , a little below the citadel on the 
north. The eldeft captain, Mr. Sayer, in the 
Nafi'au, was ordered to lead the line of battle on 
the right, anchoring abreaft of St. Peter’s battery 
of five guns : the Dunkirk followed, in order to 
2 bring 
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bring up a-breaft of a battery to the northward of ^D. 
the former ; which battery was not finifhed, and 
not an embrafure at that time opened. The com- 
modore, in the Torbay, followed him, taking for 
his part the weft point battery of five guns, and 
the weft corner of St. Francis’s Fort, of four 
fmaller guns. Captain Knight, in the Fougueux, 
ftationed fecond on the left, bringing up the rear 
(having directions, at the fame time, to cover 
the other bomb on his ftarboard quarter) had a\- 
loted to his (hare the mortar-battery-, fo called 
from two large mortars, covered by that bat- 
tery. 

The moment the firft (hip had dropt her an- 
chor from her ftern, fhe was ordered to hoift a 
pendant at her mizen peek, to acquaint the next 
fhip that flae had brought up. Which fignal was 
to be repeated by each fhip, as fhe fhould take 
her ftation and not a gun to be fired till each 
captain had his fhip a-breaft of his ftation, and 
moored both a-head and ftern. Mr. Keppel con- 
cluded thefe infractions with his good wifhes for 
their fuccefs, and defired they would get on board 
their refpeCtive fhips as faft as poflible, anu lead 

on. 

The Prince Edward and Firedrake bomb bore 
down about nine towards the ifland j and m ten 
minutes time the Firedrake began the aftion, by 
throwing a {hell. Which was returned in a mo- 
ment by the enemy, from both their forts and bat- 
teries. Their fecond {hot carried away the Prince 
Edward’s flag-faff, and fet fire to an arms-cheft, 
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A. D. which blowing up killed a marine. This threw 
‘ 7s8 ‘ the Prince Edward into a little ftagnation ; which 
encouraged the French, who finding the (hip did 
not return their fire, levelled fome of their pieces 
fo well, that feveral were wounded, and other con- 
fiderable damage was done, before matters were 
got to rights. Lieutenant Weft had one of his 
hips torn away and bruifed in a (hocking manner, 
by an iron bolt driven out of the timber by a ball: 
and a private failor, ftationed in the fore-top, had 
a leg (hot oft. But with a heart, like a lion, he 
let himfelf down, hand under hand, by a rope, 
faying, .as. he defcenckd, — That he Jhould not 
have been forry at the accident , had he but done his 
duty : but that it gave him pain to think, that be 
Jhould die without having killed an enemy . 

The commodore, who diligently attended to 
every incident, obferving that the Firedrake over- 
charged her mortars (all her (hells falling vaftly 
beyond the ifiand to the fouth) and which they 
on board, in the midft of fo much fmoke, could 
not difcern, he Cent his boat on board the Furnace, 
with orders, “ That as they faw the error of the 
other, in over-charging the mortars, they would 
avoid that extreme ; and that, as the enemy feemed 
bent upon finking the Prince Edw'ard and Fire- 
drake, he defired they would, at the diftance they 
then were, begin their fire; and endeavour, as 
much as pofiible, to draw part of the enemy’s at- 
tention from their differing friends.” The Fur- 
nace, purluant to that order, bore immediately 
clofe under the Fougueux’s ftern, and getting 

under 


the LATE WAR. 

under her larboard-quarter, began to fire with 
good fuccefs. The commodore then ordered the 
Nafiau to bear away to the relief of the Prince 
Edward : which Captain Sayer endeavoured to 
do, but he was fo unfortunate, that from the ene- 
my’s firft fire, to the Naflau’s taking their atten- 
tion from the Prince Edward, his fhip was wear- 
ing almoft thirty minutes. 

Another advantage to the enemy was the lull- 
ing of the wind, which dropt, as the heat of the 
day came on ; fo that the commodore’s {hip the 
Torbay, and the Fougueux, which were both 
wearing down to the feat of aflion, were retarded 
a good deal * efpecially the Fougueux, which was 
ftopt by the Furnace running athwart his lee-bow, 
in his courfe to the Torbay j the commodore 
having made a fignal for his coming on board. 

The commodore brought up a-breaft the angles 
of both the weft point battery and St. FYancis’s 
fort, with fo much judgment, that when he was 
moored, the enemy could not bring a gun from 
thence to bear upon him. There could nothing 
reach him with advantage, but two guns from 
St. Peter’s, and three from a fmall lunette on the 
hill, in the way to St. Michael’s ; and their firing 
was almoft filenced by the other {hips. So that 
the Torbay had a battery to attack almoft deferted, 
and without icarce any oppofition. -—Though in- 
deed, had the enemy been capable to hold an ar- 
gument with the commodore’s {hip, the fire from 
the Torbay was fo terrible, fo near, and fo well 
aimed, that none but defperadoes or mad- men 
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A. D. would have ftood it.— The fliip was in one con- 
*7 5 8, tinued blaze of fire, and that part of the ifland 
itfelf, upon which file lay, was darkened by a 
cloud of fmoak and earth, to a wonderful degree; 
that the very foundations of the ifland itfelf feemed 
to be razed. » 

French fol- It was impoffible for the French foldiers to 

fronTtheh” ftand at t ^ ie ' r <l uarters * They could not be kept 
quarters, longer again ft a fire, that was not to be with- 
ftood. But when the director was informed there- 
of, his command was. Every man to his quarters 
Thc fla g upon pain of death. However, the governor was 
prevailed upon to ftrike his flag. The commo- 
dore ordered a lieutenant, attended by his fecre- 
tary, to wait upon the governor on the ifland; 
who coming to the beach afked them, before they 
quitted their boat. On -what terms the honourable 
Air. Keppel propofed he Jhould fur render ? — This way 
of proceeding, after the flag was ftruck, fur- 
prized them : and they afked him then. Have net 
A parley. \ou [truck ycur flag? He anl'wered, No: for he 
had intended thereby no more than a fignal for a par- 
ley : and being told. That the commodore in 
fifted on his furrendering at diferetion ; he replied, 
I am. fuffciently prepared , and know hew to defend 
myfelf ; if the French troops floall net be allowed to 
inarch out with the honours cf war. The lieutenant 
having remonftrated the impoflibility of a defence 
againft the fhips, as already moored, and given 
him the fignal of one gun to be fired over the 
ifland, by the commodore, for the renewing of 

hoftili- 
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hoftilities, he and the fecretary returned on board A - D - 
the Torbay. ‘ 7s8, 

The commodore, informed of the Frenchman’s Hoftilities 
behaviour and propofal, ordered a fignal gun, as 1 At 
promifed by the lieutenant, to be fired over the 
ifiand ; which was followed with his whole broad- 
fide, and fome guns from the other ftiips, that 
were ready : but before the fire could be renewed The go- 
in its full vigour, the governor not being able to renders at 
maintain his authority over the foldiers, who fled dlfcretl< y>* 
from their quarters, dropt the regimental colours 
over the walls, as a fignal of furrendering at dif- 
cretion •, and the commodore fent a party of ma- 
rines afhore, who took pofllflion of the ifiand ; 
hoifted Britifh colours on Fort St. Michael’s, and 
finifhed the ceremony of this conquefl, at the 
foot of the flag-ftaff, with three huzzas, from the 
battlements of the citadel. 

During the whole time of this attack Lieute- 
nant Colonel Worge, who had the command of 
the foldiery, had his troops embarked in flat- 
bottomed boats, as mentioned above, difpoJ'ed, 
and ready, at a proper diltance, with the tran- 
fports, to attempt a defcent, when it fhould have 
been found requifite and practicable. 

The ftatc of the ifiand of Goree, at this time, of 
as tranfmitted by Commodore Keppel to the Right when ta- 
Honourable William Pitt, makes the number ken * 
of prilbners of war 300 ; befides the blacks, who 
were very numerous.. Their ordnance confided 
of 38 twenty-four pounders, and one broke ; 

43 eighteen pounders, and one broke ; 4 twelve 

S 3 pounders j 
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A. f>. pounders ; 5 fix pounders ; 1 four pounder ; 2 
I7s8 ' three pounders ; 11 fwivels ; 1 ten inch mortar; 
all iron : 1 twelve pounder ; 2 mortars, mounted 
on beds, thirteen inches ; 1 ten inches, all brafs: 
100 barrels of powder: a great number of (hells, 
filled and empty ; a great quantity of (hot of 
different fizes : a great quantity of cannon car- 
tridges filled, and provifions of all fpecies for 400 
men for four months. 

Affairs of Our arms on the coaft of Coromandel were not 
Indies!** altogether fo profperous. The French continued 
in a date of ina&ivity, after the taking of Chet- 
toput c . This appeared fomewhat myfterious to 
French re- our fettlements in thofe parts. But they were di- 
me n't” from reCted, from their fuperiors, to wait and prepare 
r.uropeim- p or ^ arr ival of General Lallv and a ftrong fqua- 

der M. # v t? * 

Laily. dron, with fupplies of men, & c. fent from Old 
France ; without which it would have been im- 
polfible for them to adt with any view of fuccefs 
againft the Englifh, fupported by a fleet, in thofe 
feas. This fquadron confided of eleven fail, com- 
manded by M. D’Ache, and appeared off Fort 
St. David, on the 28th cf April, 1758. Two of 
them proceeded with Mr. Laily to Pondicherry ; 
Bleck^up feven anchored in the road of Fort St. David ; 
David. * and two kept to the eadward. By which difpo- 
T wo Eng- fition the French admiral blocked up the Bridge- 
war 'burnt! water and Triton, his Majedy’s (hips, then lying 
in the road ; which were obliged to run afhore, 
to fave the crews and fiores d . Thefe French 

c See page 567. Vol. IL 

d I hey burnt their (hips, and the men retired to the fort. 
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fliips had a confiderable body of troops on board, 
ready to land and join a large detachment from 
Pondicherry, which appeared next morning, within 
the diftridt of Fort St. David ; but their junction, 
and the debarkation of the troops, was prevented 
by the fudden and unexpected appearance of the 
Englifli fleet to the fouthward, as the French 
were preparing to debark. 

The Englifli admiral had advice of the French Admiral 
fquadron’s arrival in thofe feas •, and being re- fails in 
inforced in Madrafs road on the 24th of March, the 

with the Newcaftle, Weymouth, Yarmouth and Fort 

Elizabeth, he hoifted his flag on board the Yar-vid’s. 
mouth, and failed, on the 17th of April, in queft: 
of the enemy. His intention was to get to wind- 
ward of Fort St. David with 


Guns. Men. Officers. 


The Yarmouth 64 540 | 

Elizabeth 64 495 | 

Cumberland 66 520 

Weymouth 60 420 
Tyger 60 400 

Newcaftle 50 350 

Salilbury 50 300 


Admiral Pocock 
Capt. Harrifon 

Commodore Stevens 
Capt. Kemperfelc 
Brereton 
Nich. Vincent 
Tho. Latham 
George Legge 
Jn. Somerfet 


His 

ftrength. 


With the Queenborough and Protestor ftore-fliips. 


This fquadron made the height of Negapatam 
on the 28th at noon, and running down, next 
morning, to Fort St. David, the admiral, at half Comes in 
an hour paft nine, defcried feven fhips in that <lght ‘ 
road, getting under fail, and two cruifing in the 

S 4 offing. 
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offing. Admiral Pocock threw out his fignals j 
which not being anfwered, and the feven fhips 
(landing off fhore to the eaft, he judged them 
to be enemies, and accordingly, at half paft ten, 
made the fignal for a general chafe •, but before 
noon they were obliged to fhorten fail. 

The feven French fhips being come up with 
the two in the offing, about noon, formed the 
line of battle a-head, with the ftarboard-tacks on 
board, and hood off ffiore to the eaftward, with 
the wind about fouth. This obliged Admiral 
Pocock to make the fignal for his fhips to form 
the line a-head, which v;as repeated by the Queen- 
borough, and every ffiip got into its ftation, as faft 
as poffible, within random ffiot of the enemy, a 
little before three o’clock ; though fome of them 
were, at that time, four or five miles a-flern e . 

The enemy’s fquadron, confiding of eight two- 
deck fhips and a frigate, laid too under their top- 
fails, about two miles to leeward : and their ad- 
miral’s fhip the Zodiaque was particularly diftin- 
guilhed by a cornette at the mizentop-maft head. 
Admiral Pocock bore down upon M. D’Ache, 
keeping a little a-head of him : and though ob- 
liged to receive the fire of feveral fhips, by the 
way, he did not throw out the fignal for engage- 
ing, till he came within half mufket foot of the 

* The admiral, by fignal, called the Queenborough within 
hail to him, and ordered, that all her marines ihould be fent 
on board the Cumberland, and twenty feamen on board the 
Tyger. 


Zodia 
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Zodiaque: foon after he made a fignal for a clofer A. D. 
engagement. The fhips in the van obeyed f . , ,/ 5S ’ 
And at half an hour paft four he made particular n^rwi to 
fignals to the Cumberland, Newcaftle and Wey- en S a S e * 
mouth to fail up and engage clofe ; becaufe the 
French rear had drawn up pretty clofe to their ad- 
miral. But M. D’Ache would not give them 
time to try their courage, he broke the line and 
bore away under the lee of the fhips a-head of 
him : the frigate at the fame time fired a broad- 
fide at the Yarmouth, and made fail after him. 

The other French fhips made fail up along fide of 
the Yarmouth, in fuccefiion to the rear of their 
line. Our admiral, at twelve minutes paft four, 
made fignals for the Cumberland, Newcaftle and 
Weymouth to come up j and at four minutes af- 
ter, (all the French fhips having (hot a-head of French fly 
him, after their admiral, and the Yarmouth’s a § ain ’ 
mails, fails and rigging, being fo much difabled, 
that Ihe could not keep up with them, after 
making all the fail poflible, the fternmoft fhips of 
the enemy then on her bow) he fent Mr. Fen- 
fhaw, midfhipman, to fignify the admiral’s orders 
for the fhips a-ftern to make all the fail they 

f The admiral’s journal fpecifies, That at feven minutes 
paft three, obferving fome Clips too wide of the enemy, the 
fignal was made for a clofe engagement, which was complied 
with by the fhips a-head of the Cumberland. — We could not 
obferve that the Newcaftle or Weymouth came properly into 
adlion with the fhips oppofite to them the whole time, which 
gave the French fhips, a-ftern of their admiral, an opportu- 
nity of lying on the admiral’s quarter, who fometimes had 
three fhips on his at once, and never lefs than two. 
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could, and go a-head, and engage the firft (hips 
they could come up with. At thirty-three mi- 
nutes pad four all the French fquadron bore away ; 
and at twelve minutes before five our fhips a- item 
being almoft up with the Yarmouth, the admiral 
hauled down the fignal for the line •, and made the 
fignal, for all the fquadron to chafe the enemy. 

About half pad five the enemy were joined by 
two fhips about four miles to leeward, hauled 
their wind and dood to the wedward, with their 
larboard tacks on board g . Our fleet was greatly 
delayed in their chafe by the damage of the Yar- 
mouth, Elizabeth, Tyger and Salifbury, in their 
mads, yards, fails and rigging, which prevented 
their keeping up with the red, that had not dif- 
fered in the rear. This inability and the approach 
of the night, made it advifeable for the Admiral 
to haul clofe upon a- wind, and to make a fignal 
to leave off chafe : and he dood to the fouth-weft, 
to keep to windward of the enemy, that, if pof- 
fible, he might prevent them weathering him in 
the night, and renew the engagement in the morn- 
ing. For this purpofe the Queenborough was 
ordered a-head to watch their motions ; and fhe 


* 4 

5 Here you have the ftrength of the French fleet : viz. 
The Zodiaque and Bien-Aime of 74 guns ; the Vengeance 
and St. Louis of 64 guns ; the Due d’Orleans and the Due de 
Bourgogne of 60 guns ; the Conde and the Moras of 50 guns^ 
and the Sylphide frigate of 36 guns, all engaged. The two 
that joined them, after their flight, were the Compte de Pro- 
vence of 74 guns, and the Diligent of 24 guns ; which had 
landed M. Lally at Pondicherry, 

> work’d 
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work’d tip after them till fix in the morning, on A. D- 
the firft day of May, but with fo little effector 75 ' 
hopes to come up with them, who had received 
little or no damage in their rigging, that fhe 
left off the chafe, and came to anchor about three 
leagues to the fouthward of Sadrafs, where he 
received information from the governor, that the 
Bien-Aime, of 74 guns, had been fo damaged in 
the late adtion, that fhe was run afhore, and that 
the reft of the French fquadron was at anchor a 
little fouth of Alamparvey, feven leagues weft by 
north from Sadrafs. 

In this aftion the French loft 600 men killed. Their lofs. 
and had many wounded. Whereas our lofs a- 
mounted only to 29 killed and 30 wounded. Be- 
caufe our fire was aimed at the hull; by which 
the fhip and men fuffer mod. The French fire 
chiefly at' the rigging, by which the men and hull 
efcape deftruftion. 

The French fquadron retreated to Pondicherry : Retreats 

but Admiral Pocock, as loon as he had finifhed Pondieher ' 

1 y* 

his mads, repaired his mod material damages, Admiral 
and taken on board a hundred and twenty reco- fits and 5 " 6 * 
vered men from the hofpital, and about 80 Laf- fa,ls aga,n * 
cars from the governor of Madrafs, put to fea, and 
endeavoured all in his power to get up to Fort 
St. David’s, which was then befieged by the 
French. But that laudable and neceflary fervice 
was prevented by various accidents, ftrong wefterly 
winds, and particularly by the current running 
ftrong to the northward. So that he was obliged 
to come to an anchor at Alamparvey on the 26th 

of 
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David. 


The 
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of May. He weighed again, and on the 30th of 
June appeared off Pondicherry. 

On the iff of June, in the morning, the French 
fquadron, confiding of ten fail, weighed and ftoed 
out of the road : which carrying the countenance 
of a refolution to engage him, Admiral Pocock, 
who laid confiderably to leeward, prepared to re- 
ceive them. But they kept clofe to the wind and 
plyed away from him with lb much diligence, that 
it was not pofiible to come up with them ; but on 
on the contrary, the Englifh loft way by ftrong 
currents, want of wind, and the bad failing of 
the Cumberland. 

On the 6th of the fame month, the Admiral 
received advice from Fort St. George, that Fort St. 
David had furrendered to the French. For, tho’ 
M. d’Ache was obliged to retreat out of the road 
on the very day refolved upon to land his troops, 
to be employed in the attack of Fort St. David 
by fea and land, the armament from Pondicherry 
did not retreat. It confided of 3,500 Europeans: 
their vanguard compofed of the French horfe, 
500 of the regiment of Lorrain, and about 200 of 
the company’s troops, a number of Sepoys and 
artillery men, with eight pieces of cannon, entered 
the diftruft of Fort St. David, on the 29th of 
April: they plundered and deftroyed all that op* 
pofed them •, obliged Cuddalore to furrender on 
the 3d of May, with permiffion for the garrifon 
to retreat with their arms to Fort St. David. Then 
they undertook the fiege of Fort St. David. They 
affembled all their force and began to fire upon it 

from 
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from Cuddalore on the 16th, and with five mor- -A. D. 
tars from the New Town on the 17th; on the 175S * 
26th a battery of feven guns and five mortars jvtst. 
was opened at the diftance of between eight and DavuJ * 
900 yards weft, another of nine guns and three 
mortars between feven and 800 yards north, and 
another of four guns to the north eaft, at about 
the fame diftance. 

The place was very badly fortified, and much The weak- 
worfe defended : no part was bomb proof, fo that place! U ' e 
the {hells did great damage and made great {laugh- 
ter. The Lafcars, Sepoys, and moft of the arti- 
ficers, were fo difpirited by the fuddennefs of the 
French motions, that they left the town before 
the furrender of Cuddalore. The garrifon was 
fo much weakened by the defertion of the black 
forces, that it divided their forces too much to de- 
fend the out-pofts, which was imprudently at- Miibeha- 
tempted : and the European foldiers, having got til! aaai- 
accefs to the magazines of arrack and other ftrQng lon * 
liquors, they were feldom in a condition to do 
their duty. 

As to the fortifications-, though there was no 
breach made, there were 30 guns and carriages 
difmounted and difabled, and many of the para- 
pets, platforms, and other works, were deftroyed 
by the fhot and {hells. The tanks or refervoirs 
of water, except thole in the covered way, were 
rendered unfit for ufe by the bombardment : and 
what completed their misfortune, their ammuni- Ammuni- 
tion, which had been fired away inconfiderately, waft * 

before 


2S 6 


The GENERAL HISTORY or 


A. D. 
1758. 

Capitu- 

lates. 


Enquiry 
into the 
conduft 
the com- 
mander i 
chief. 


His de* 
fence. 


before the enemy began to make their approaches, 
was grown fhort. 

Major Polier, having been truly informed of the 
untenable ftate of the place, and loft all hopes of 
relief from the fleet, requefted a council of v/ar: in 
which it was unanimoufly agreed, to furrender by 
capitulation •, whofe principal articles granted the 
honours of war to the garrifon •, that they fhould 
be exchanged •, that they fhould have leave tocarry 
with them their baggage and other moveable 
effeds belonging to their houfes ; that care Ihould 
be taken of the Tick and wounded •, that commifla- 
ries Ihould be appointed and remain to deliver up 
the magazines, &c. and that deferters fhould be 
pardoned, upon condition of returning to their 
colours. 

The government of Madras was juftly alarmed 
at this lofs : and as a much more refolute and ob- 
ftinate defence had been expected, an enquiry was 
of ordered at Madras to examine into the condud of 
the officers, and the caufes of the furrender of 

in 

Fort St. David. This court of enquiry was com- 
pofed of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, and the 
Majors Brereton and Caillaud. 

Major Polier was much efteemed by the com- 
pany, and had ferved them on feveral occafions 
with reputation and condud : but he was too opi- 
niated, fufpicious, very haftv and paffionate; 
which often injured the fervice. He was fummoned 
before this court, and, in his defence, urged the 
weaknefs of the garrifon, the want of ammunition 
and fcarcity cf water j the ruinous ftate of the 

upper 
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upper works and the difmounting of the guns.' A - D - 
But the officers, who compofed this court of en- I?s8 * 
quiry, though they commended the perfonal be- 
haviour of Major Folier, they impeached his Opinion of 
judgment for defending the out-pofts, and thereby tKc coult ’ 
weakening his garrilon, which confided of no 
more than 200 Europeans, 80 invalids and about 
30 of the artillery : they were of opinion that the 
town might have held out much longer j and that 
the arcicles of capitulation were ffiameful, becaufe 
the enemy were not mailers of the outward cover- 
ed way i had made no breach, and had a wet 
ditch to fill up and pafs, before the town could be 
affaulted. 

M. Lally, who was fent from Europe, to com- Works 
mand in chief for the King of France and the blown U P* 
French Eaft India company, ordered the works to 
be blown up, and reduced the fortifications to a 
heap of ruins. He extended his power to the French 
wanton deftru&ion of villas, and the fine buildings baibailty ’ 
in the adjacent country. But the French after- 
wards paid dear for this barbarity. The country 
people, by cutting off fupplies for the army, had 
it in their power to take revenge: and they carried 
their refentment into fuch force, that the French 
were almoft exhaufted by famine at the fiege of 
Tanjore. 

Admiral Pocock, informed of this lofs, made Admira. 
the belt of his way to Madras : and having there p°i C s °ag ain 
fupplied his fquadron with water and other necef- in queft 
faries, he failed again on the 25th of July in queft French, 
of the French fquadron. On the 2 6th, coming 

to 
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A. D. to an anchor off Alamparvcy, Tent his boats armed 
,7s8 ' to take, fink, or burn, a fnow andfeven chalingas, 
clofe under the fort. The fnow was loaded with 
fire wood for Pondicherry -, the chelingas had been 
fent from Pondicherry with ordnance, (lores, and 
cannon ; but were unloaded. They burnt the 
chelingas, and brought off the fnow. 

Strength of The English fleet confided of no more than 
lifli En£ ' feven (hips> the fame, as were engaged in the lad 
aftion ; but fome of them under new commanders 5 . 
With thefe the admiral got up, on the 27th in 
the evening, within three leagues of Pondicherry 
strength of road, where the French fleet, that confided of 
fleetf rench eight (hips of the line and a frigate, was at anchor. 

But M. d’Ache did not fee m yet in a temper to 
fight. He, by 10 o’clock the next morning, got 
under fail, and taking the advantage of the land- 
breeze, he wronged the Englifh fleet, that waited 
Chafed by for him. Admiral Pocock made the fignal to 
Iiih. En& chafe : but his (hips could not get to windward ; 

and, without that, there was no bringing on an 
engagement. However, having- chafed them al- 
mod to Porto Novo, where he lod fight of them, 
he, on the 30th, difcovered and ran afhore, about 
two leagues to the north of that port, a (hip laden 

s The admiral, difpleafed at the behaviour of fome of his 
captains in the engagement, related on page 279 to 283, or- 
dered a court-martial, on his return to Madras, to en- 
quire into their conduct. By which court, Captain Nicholas 
Vincent was difmiiTed from the command of the Weymouth ; 
Captain George Legge, of the Newcaftle, was caihiered from 
his Majefty’s fervice ; and Captain William Bre reton was fen- 
tenced to loofeone year's rank as a poft captain. 
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nth ordnance and (lores for Pondicherry, and fet A. D. 
er on fire: keeping the coaft to Tranquebar, 
idmiral Pocock regained fight of the French Gets fight 
juadron, on the ift of Auguft: and next day at French, 
ne o’clock it appeared full in fight : but their 
dmiral, by afiuming the appearance of courage, 
ad trifling away time, by forming the line of bat- 
e, at a confiderable diftance •, now edging down ; 
ten hauling upon a wind, and pra&ifing every 
iethod to eftablifh an opinion of an intention to 
igage, till half an hour pad fix, (when they hoift- 
i their topfails, fet their courfes, hauled dole 
pon a wind, flood to the fouth eaft,) baffled 
11 the diligence, with which the Englifla had en- 
eavoured to draw on an engagement 5 for next 
torning, none of them were to be feen \ How- 
ever 


* It may be a matter of curiofity to read the journal of this 
ly’s work ; wherein the admiral’s judgment, and the enemy’s 
aft will be much better feen. 

Auguft the 2d 1758. Moderate breezes and fair weather, 
e wind from S. to S. W. At one the enemy was edging down 
x>n us in a line of battle a-breaft : the commanding fhip, 
ider our three topfails on the cap, appeared to be clofe reefed, 
id fleered for our center. At half part one the Cumberland 
ring pretty well up, we made the fignal for the line of battle 
head. At two it fell little wind, and came to the fouthward. 
bout three our line was well formed, and we flood to the 
iftward under our topfails ; the fore-topfail full; the main- 
pfail fquare ; the mizen-topfail fometimes full, and fome- 
mes aback, as the ihips ftations in the line required* At 
ree made the fignal tofpeak with the fire-fhip, and foon after 
r the Queenborough. All this time the enemy continued 
raring down on us with the fame fail, and our fquadron con- 
Vol. III. T tinued 

27 
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A. D. ever our fleet continued the chace, and on the 3d 
* 758 ' of Auguft gained its point. At five in the morn- 
ing the enemy was difcovered about a league to 
the windward of Negapatam, formed, as ufual, 
in the line of battle a head, with their {larboard 
tacks on board. Our fleet alfo formed in the fame 
manner, and flood to the fouth with an eafy fail. 
It was prefently feen, that the enemy had recourfe 
to their former delufions, and were feeking to get 
off 1 : but, the wind being in his favour, Admiral 

Pocock 

tinued in a very regular clofe line. At five the enemy’s van 
was on our beam, at about two miles diftance ; and at an hour 
after, they made fome fignals ; and foon after hauled their 
wind. The van fhip hoifted her topfails, and fet her courfes. 
The commanding (hip hoifted her topfails, hauled her fore- 
tack on board, and flood clofe upon a wind to the S. E. At 
ten minutes after, when he had got before our beam, we made 
the fignal for our van to fill, and Hand on ; which we did with 
the whole fquadron under topfails and forefail, making the 
proper fignals for keeping the line in the night. The enemy 
from dark to eleven o’clock made feveral fignals by guns, and 
judging by the found, they were fired on our quarter, conclud- 
ed they had tacked. Upon which, a little before twelve, 
made the fignal to ware ; and wore with all the fquadron, and 
made fail to the weftvvard. 

* Auguft the 3d 1758. Moderate and fair weather ; at 6 P. 
M. the Salifbury made the fignal for feeing four fail to the 
north weft. At five A. M. faw the French fquadron, about 
three miles to the weftward of us, in a line of battle ahead, 
Handing to the fouthward. D°. we made the fignal for the 
line of battle ahead, which was very foon formed. At fix 
Nagapatam bore W. S. W. half W. diftance about three lea- 
gues. At eight minutes pall feven made the fignal for the 
Tyger and Cumberland to make more fail. At 20 minutes 

pad 
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Pocock got the weather gage ; and forced them A - D. 
to an engagement about one o’clock next day ; ^ 
their line being then in the form of a half moon, them to an 
the van and rear being to windward of their 
centre. 

There being no poffibility of getting off with- 
out a bruili, the enemy’s (hip in the van fired on the 
Elizabeth, who was got within mufket fiiot cf her. 

Upon which the admiral threw out the fignal of 
battle, and began the engagement with the whole 
fquadron. D’Ache was now obliged to pull off Run away, 
the mafk of bravery, and to run like a coward. 

In ten minutes he fet his forefail, as did the reft 

paft feven we Hood to the S. E. in a well formed line, the 
enemy’s van at the fame time bearing W. half N. diftant about 
four miles. At half paft eight, the enemy’s van began to 
edge down upon us. At forty minutes paft eight made the 
Tyger and Elizabeth fignal to change places in the line ; and 
at 45 minutes paft nine the Tyger made the Salilbury fignal to 
clofe the line : and at ten the enemy bore away, as if they in- 
tended to run under the ftern of the rear of our line. At ten 
minutes after made the fignal for the leading fhips to fteer to 
points away from the former courfe. D°. we edged away, 
and fleered fouth. At 25 minutes paft ten made the Wey- 
mouth and the Weymouth made the Newcaflle fignal to clofe 
the line. From this time till 20 minutes paft 1 1, employed in 
towing our particular fhips into their ftations ; for there was 
little or no wind, and the fhips in fome diforder. At 20 mi- 
nutes paft 1 1 the fea breeze fet in from the S. E. which brought 
the enemy on our larboard and lee quarter. At half paft 1 1 
the enemy’s van was on our lee beam, diftance about one mile 
and a half. At noon our fquadron was in a very good line, 
and preparing to bear down on the enemy. The Elizabeth 
and Quecnborough repeated all the fignals we made during the 
action. 
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under his command, and kept a running fight, in 
a very irregular line, till two o’clock, when they 
put before the wind •, nor could all that Admiral 
Pocock was able to do by fignals for a clofer en- 
gagement, prevent their getting away. He then 
gave the fignal to chace : the enemy cut away 
their boats, and made all the fail they could about 
N. N. E. and got quite off into Pondicherry road; 
our fleet being obliged by the night to come to an 
anchor off Carical, about eight o’clock k . 

The 

k Auguft the 4th 1758. Moderate and fair weather, at 20 
minutes pad 12 P. M. made the leading fhips fignals to fleer 
fix points from the former courfe ; our (hips then in a well- 
formed clofe line. At 55 minutes paft 12 made the rear fhips 
fignal to clofe the line. At one took in top-gallant fails. At 
this time the enemy feemed to be drawn up in a half moon 
line, their van and rear being to windward of their center. 
At 20 minutes after one, obferving the French admiral made 
the fignal to engage, and their van fhips to fire upon the Eli- 
zabeth, we immediately made the fignal for engaging, which 
was immediately repeated by the Elizabeth and Queenborough, 
and obeyed by the whole fquadron. Ten minutes after, the 
French admiral let his forefail, and kept more away. The 
reft of their fquadron did the fame, and their line was foon 
broke. The remainder of the aflion was a running fight. 
At 35 minutes paft 1, the fignal for the line was fhot away, and 
another inftantly hoifted. Two minutes after that, ourmain- 
topfail yard was fhot down on the cap, and the main-topmaft 
much damaged at the fame time. Forty minutes paft one, the 
fignal for battle was fhot away again, and another hoifted di- 
redtly. At two the enemy's leading fhip in the van put before 
the wind, having cut away her mizen-maft, on account of its 
being on fire. The French admiral put before the wind eight 
minutes after, and was followed by all the fhips of the enemy # 
" ' from 
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The lofs of the French is faid to have been 
very great \ and their running away fee ms to con- 
firm that report. As for our lofs, it confided 
chiefly in our mafts and rigging: we had only 30 
killed, and 60 wounded, amongft whom was 
Commodore Stevens, by a mufket ball in his 
fhoulder; and Captain Martin, by a fplinter in 
his leg. 

Two days after this a&ion, the Ruby, a French 
fnow, of 120 tons, laden with fhot and medicines, 
from the iflands to Pondicherry, was taken by the 
Queenborough. 

from the van to the center. At 25 minutes paft two the ene- 
my’s rear put before the wind. At the fame time we made 
the fignal for a clofer engagement, in order for our {hips to 
bear down, as fail as poflible, after them. At 55 minutes 
paft two, the enemy wore, and hauled up a little on the 
fouthward tack, as we did at the fame time. At three made 
the general fignal to chace. At the fame time hauld down 
the fignal for the line of battle and clofe engagement ; when 
we made all the fail we could after them, the enemy being at 
two great a diftance to fire at them, and crouding with ftudding- 
fails, and every thing elfe, from us, their boats all cut adrift, 
and they {landing about N. N. W. We were employed in 
knotting and fplicing the old, and reeving new rigging, to 
enable us to make more fail : the lefs difabled fhips about three 
miles a-head, and the enemy’s rear about five ditto. At fix, ob- 
ferving the enemy increafed their diftances, we made the fig- 
nal to leave off chace, hauling down the fignal for battle at 
the fame time, and, after joining our {hips to leeward, hauled 
clofe to the wind with the larboard tacks on board; and at 
eight made the fignal, and anchored in nine fathom water, 
Carical W. half N. diftant about three or four miles. 

1 They had above 550 men killed and wounded. Amongft 
the latter were M. d’Ache and his captain. 
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A. D. However the French army adted with vigour, 

I/,3 ‘ and threatned our fettlements and our allies on 

taker) U f'or that coaft with deftru&ion. The government of 

of e M C ad- ty Madras, after the lofs of 'Fort St. David, took 

ras, &c. every meafure for defence, as their circumftances 

would allow. They withdrew the garrifons of 

Arcot, Chengalaput, and Carangoly, and ordered 

them into Madras : and fent the like inftrudions 

• to Davecotah to evacuate the town and retreat, 

fhould the enemy march againft that place. 

Laily takes Davecotah was the next objed of M. Daily’s 
Davecotah. , , c ' . . , 

operations, and round it evacuted according to or- 
der ; the Chief having retired, with the garrifon, to 
Trichinopoly, through the Tanjore country. 
Carries his Laily having placed a garrifon of 700 men in this 
the Tan- acquifition, took the rout to Trichinopoly, but 
coun - pafled by Tanquebar, where he got a fupply of 
ammunition and field pieces from the Danes : then 
he proceeded to Negapatam, and fettled with the 
Dutch a contract for a continual fupply of provi- 
fions, during his intended campaign in the Tanjore 
country, in cafe of need m . With this afiiftance the 
French general marched to Trivalour, a pagado, 
15 miles from Tanjore j eftablifhed a magazine, 
and fent deputies to the King of Tanjore, with a 

His de- demand of 75 lack of rupees, by virtue of a note 

mantis on , r . . , f ^ J 

the Raja, extorted from him by the French army and the 
rebel Chunda Saib, in the year 1749; and of a 
paflage through his country, for his army to 

m It is laid, that the Dutch did alfo fupply him with money, 
cannon and ammunition. 


march 


the LATE WAR. 295 

march againft Trichinopoly. But the French hav- A * 
ing commenced hoftilities againft the Tanjoreans, ' 758 ‘ 
by feizing upon their port of Nagore, in their Rc i cacd * 
rout from Negapatam, and felling all the effefts 
belonging to the country merchants from all parts 
of India, found at that port, to the value of five 
lack of roupees, to one Mr. Fifher, colonel of 
huflars in their own fervice, for half value ; this 
proceeding, fo contrary to common right, and the 
laws of arms and nations, provoked the Tanjo- 
reans to take up arms in their own defence : and 
their King had already ordered Monagre, his ge- 
neral, to take the field and oppofe their march ; 
and Captain Caillaud, by his inftru&ions from TV Raja 
Madras, detached 1000 Sepoys and 500 Collories, the Eng/ 
to his affiftance. But the Tanjorean army could iifl) * 
not ftand before fo powerful a body of European 
regulars, and retreated with a refolution to main- 
tain a fiege in their capital. 

Though the King was fenfibleof his own weak- 
nefs, and of the flrength of the French, the aver- 
fion, conceived againft fuch a perfidious friend, 
made him rejedt all propofals of a treaty. How- 
ever, M. Lally dropt fome of his haughtinefs, 
and, before he would rifque every thing to the 
event of arms, he endeavoured, by an embafiy of 
two officers and a prieft, to work upon the King’s 
fears. In this embafiy he dropt the demand of Another 
the money : he only requefted a free pafiage for theFrench. 
his troops*, and made a formal demand of the 
aid of his troops, by virtue of former treaties of 
alliance between them. The King abfolutely re- 
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fufed to join his troops for their affidance. He 
confented to a paffage for their troops •, but not 
by the road they afked : and he voluntarily agreed 
to make them a prefent of two lack and a half of 
rupees. 

The officers returned with this anfwer : but the 
pried remained in Tanjore, under the pretence of 
continuing the treaty : who, encouraged by the 
conceffion made by the King, demanded another 
audience, and then peremptorily demanded a 
paffage and his troops, and five lack of rupees. 
The King greatly furprized at the pried’s prefump- 
tion ; and being informed that the French army 
kept advancing contrary to the tenor of all rules, 
when a treaty is on foot, he ordered the pried to 
be difmified : and the French advanced guard 
firing upon the town from two pieces of cannon, 
that fame night, there was a final dop to all nego- 
ciation. 

What could not be accompliffied by art, was 
now attempted by force. A train of 14 field 
pieces, and three of heavy cannon, befides 14. 
more ready at Trivalour, were placed in a battery 
before Tanjore with an army of 2370 regulars, 
and a great number of difeiplined Sepoys, to form 
the fiege. But the Tanjoreans were fpirited up 
by refentment. They were not difeouraged. Fre- 
quent fallies cut off fomj Europeans and did the 
French confiderable damage; dedroyed fome con- 
voys of provifions, and greatly interrupted their 
communication with Carical. On our part, Cap- 
tain Caillaud had the good conduct and fuccefs to 

prevarl 
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revail with Tondeman to affift, with all his force, A - 

* I *7 c 8 

yainft the French : part of which reinforced the • 
arrifon of Trichinopoly •, and another part of his 
eons were employed in harraffing the enemy, 
ad intercepting their fupplies. 

M. Lally’s fituation was become defperate. It Defperate 

, . condition 

r as equally as hazardous to retreat, as to remain of M. 
efore Tanjore : the country being covered with Lally ‘ 
irces, to cut off his retreat, and the want of 
rovifions and other neceffaries daily increafing in 
is camp. In this critical juncture we fhall fee 
le Frenchman unmafked. What they can’t bring Refiimes % 
bout by intrigue and ftratagem, noreffeft by main negocia- 

\ _ 0 , . , , , tion. 

Dree •, the French lcruple not to attempt by breach 
f faith, and an open violation of treaty. An 
fficer of fome rank and quality, and a prieft, was 
?nt to the King, with full powers to accommo- 
ate matters, and to remain hoftages for the per- 
Drmance of what fhould be agreed by themfelves : 
nd they fo far managed for the French intereft, 
hat the King was prevailed upon to pay 50,000 
upees in hand, and to promife four lack more, ‘ 
nd a fupply of 300 horfe and 1000 Colleries: on 
ondition that the French army fhould break up, 
nd remove from before the town. But M. Lal- 
ys fhewing no difpofitions for the performance of ' 

lis part of the treaty, the King of Tanjore de- 
ained the hoftages. M. Lally then promifed to 
aife the fiege, provided the King would imme- 
liately fend the reinforcement he had promiled ; 

,nd that he fhould detain the hoftages, till the 
? rench army was removed three days march from 

the 
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A. D. the place. But it is certain that M. Lally had no 
>758 ‘ thoughts of leaving Tanjore, and that he was 

agreement! full y bcnt U P° n S ainin S thaC CK Y> either h Y force 
or by any other means. For, he was thus profti- 

tuting the facred faith of treaties, to impofe his il- 
legitimate policy upon the Indian. While the 
hoftages were proclaiming nothing but peace and 
friendfhip within the walls, Lally was bringing 
up his heavy cannon, and eredting batteries. So 
that when the King had ordered 50, of the 300 
horfemen intended by agreement, to march into 
the French camp, M. Lally, being prepared to 
batter in breach, pretended that this was a breach 
of the treaty, and put an end to all negociation, 
by ordering thofe 50 horfemen under confinement,- 
and firing fo furioufly on the town, that a con- 
fiderable breach was foon made. 

I* attacked. Such perfidy could not elcape its due reward. 

The Tanjoreans determined to try the fate of a 
general fally on the 9th of Auguft. They at once 
attacked the French camp and batteries, killed 
about one hundred Europeans, took one gun, 
one tumbril of ammunition, two elephants and 
fome horfe, and blew up four tumbrils of am- 
Forced to munition. The French general dreading the con- 
fly " fequences of fuch another fally, and having loft 
moll of his ammunition, fpiked up his guns 
upon the batteries, and retreated with all his 
forces, in the night, to Carical, with fuch cau- 
tion, that their flight was not known in the city, 
till dilcovered by the returning light of the morn- 
ing. 1 he 1 anjoreans, flulhed with fuccefs, and 

fpurred 
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fpurred with refentment, purfued and took fifty A 
men, two pieces of cannon and two mortars. 
xh . reft not into Trivalour ; thence to Cancal, 

St In as opportunity ferved, M. Lully™.*- 
fneaked away with his fluttered remains to 1 on- 
dicherry ; where he met M. Soupire, whom he 
had detached with the troops left at Davecotah. 

The Tanjore country being thus delivered from 
the French, and Captain (now Major) Caillaud at 
liberty to repair to his order at Madras n , marched 
from Trichinopoly with two hundred and fifty 
men, and embarked on board the fquadron at 
Neg’apatam. They landed at Madras on the 25th 
of September, and the admiral being obliged, by 
the approach of the feafon, to repair to Bombay, 
he left a captain and lieutenant, with 103 ma- 
rines, to reinforce the garrifon. Many other 
meafures were taken for the fecurity of Madras. 

Several bodies of auxiliaries were follicited from 
Ifouf Cawn, Morarow, the King of Tanjore, 
Tondeman and the other Polygars in that part 
of the country. But the French did not make 
any vifible difpofitions for the attack of this fet- 
tlement, till very late in the year-, employing 
their arms in the redudion of Arcot, Tripaflbre, 
Conjeveram, and in preparations againft the im- 
portant poft 0 of Chengalaput ; but their defigns 

“ The French having abandoned Seringham, Captain Cail- 
laud took poffeflion of that place before he left Trichinopoly. 

o It covers all the countries on this fide the Pollar : and 
when in the polfeffion of an enemy, would open a way into 
our limits, encourage deferters from our garrifon, and prevent 
{•applies of fire wood, grain and other provifions for the town. 

againft 
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A. D. againft this place, though they advanced with an 
,75 °' army of about 400 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, and 
five pieces of cannon, were froftrated by placing 
a garrifon of nine companies of Sepoys, twelve 
gunners, and feventy Europeans •, ftrength fufi 
ficient to refift a fudden affault, or a coup de 
main : and it was not confident with the French 
intereft to bring up their whole army and heavy 
artillery before fuch a place, which might be at- 
tended with an expence and lofs of time deftruc- 
tive of their grand objedl. Thus flood affairs be- 
tween the Englifh and the French in the Eaft In- 
dies, in the beginning of December, when M. 
Lally marched againft Madras, where we fhall 
leave the belligerants, dealing in the flaughter- 
houfe of deftru&ion till the 17th of Feb. 1759. 

But we muft not yet repafs the line. There 
ftill remains a fcene of blood, and a favourable 
expedition in Golconda. As M. Lally was in- 
vefted with a fupreme power over his countrymen 
in thefe climates, he ordered M. de Buffy and 
Expedition M. Moracin, who were tyrannizing in the country 
French in* of Golconda, to join him, with part of their 
Goko. da. forces, in the expedition againft Fort St. George ; 

and to leave the command of the other part of 
the army with the Marquis de Conflans, at Maffu- 
lipatam. M. Buffy being withdrawn, and the 
country heartily vexed with the French yoke, the 
Raja of Viianapore marched with 3000 men to 
^ i za g a patam, imprifoned the French chief, plucked 
down the French colours, hoifted Englifh colours, 
and plundered the factory. 


M. de 


the LATE WAR. 

M. de Conflans refolved to punifh this infult, 
by reducing the Raja, and taking Vifanapore, his 
capital. For which purpofe he marched with his 
army from Maflulipatam. The Raja, diffident of 
his own ftrength, follicited aid from Calcutta. 

ITe informed Colonel Clive of the ftate of the 
French forces ; of what he had already done ; of 
the univerfal hatred of the country towards the 
French ; of their defire to come under the pro- 
tection of the Englifh and allured him, that a 
fmall aid of Europeans would enable him to drive 
the French quite out of thofe parts. 

The application of the Indian prince was laid 
before the council by the colonel, after he had 
weighed every part of the plan with coolnefs and 
found judgment. The council did not receive it The diffi- 
with any countenance. They looked upon it to ^within 
be a hazardous enterprize, and fubjeCt to fatal council, 
confequences, in cafe of a mifcarriage. But the 
colonel confidered this plan in a more general 
view. He had often feen an army of French 
flying before a handful of Englifh, on the coafl 
of Coromandel, and he judged rightly, that fuch 
an event, which was more than probable, would 
greatly contribute to the prefervation of Madras. 

Poflefied with thefe hopes, and animated by ex- Advifcd 
perience, the brave colonel, preferring the public by Colonel 
good to any private views of advantage, which CIlve ' 
would arife to himfelf by a large command, ne- 
ver debited till he brought the council into his 
meafures, to rifque fomething for the fecurity of 
Madras ; and propofed to detach two thirds of his 

force 


SOI 

A. D. 
»7SS* 


/ 


302 Th? GENERAL HISTORY of 

A. D. force to prevent M. Conflans marching to rein- 
1 75 8 - f orce M. Lally *, who, after the reduction of Ma- 
dras, would have had it greatly in his power alfo, 
to ruin our interefl and fetdements in Bengal p . 
Forces em- The fuccours being agreed upon : five hun- 
pioyed. ^ rec j Europeans, including a company of artil- 
lery, fix hundred Sepoys, fix flout fix pounders 
and a howitzer, for the field artillery ; four twen- 
ty-four pounders, four eighteen pounders ; one 
eight inch mortar and two royal mortars, for a 
battering train, were detached under the command 
Under of Colonel Forde, with the greateft expedition! 
Foide' eI embarked on the 1 2th of October, and on the 20th 
they arrived at Vizagapatam ; where the colonel 
met with Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent to the 
Raja, with advice of the refolutions taken by the 
council, and of the failing of the forces to his 
strength of afiiftance. Mr. Johnftone brought him the dif- 
the French. a g reea bie ne ws, That the French were much 
ftronger than had been reprefented, confifting of 
about 600 Europeans, between 5 and 6000 Se- 
poys, and many country forces, encamped on 

P At this very time the Shaw Zadah was preparing to march 
againft the Soubach, our ally in Bengal, and it was neceffary 
for all our fettlements in thofe parts, to lead an European 
force to repulfe him. Therefore it fhould be noted, That 
had M. Lally fuccecded at Madrafs, the fuperiority of our 
fleet would have been no fecurity to Bengal ; and our viftorious 
troops at Patna might have experienced a fatal reverie of for- 
tune, by finding themfelves cut off from all poflibility of a re- 
turn, it being nearer by land to Calcutta, from thofe parts of 
Golconda, which were poffeffed by the French, than it is 
from Patna to that fettlement. 
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this fide Raja-mundry river, at the diftance of £>• 
120 miles from Vizagapatam •, and that the Ra- 175 
ja’s army did not exceed 4000 men, encamped 
about thirty miles from the fame port. However, Englifli 
Colonel Forde landed his troops, and made the dians unit- 
beft provifion he could, in fuch a country, for ed ’ 
their march, and joined the Raja’s army on the 3d 
of the next month. 

The united armies marched in quell: of the March in 
French for fome days, when Mr. Andrews, the enemy, 
company’s agent and chief at Vizagapatam, toge- 
ther with Captain Callinder, and fome other fer- 
vants of the company, joined the army q . They 
were introduced to the Raja by Colonel Forde, 
and after paying their addrefs in form, Mr. An- 
drews remained to fee the agreement between the 
company and the Raja executed. By which the Raja’s a- 
Raja confented to pay the extra-expence of our with^the 
army during the time they fhould aft together, En S llfll * 
allowing the officers double batty, which was to 
be paid, when he ffiould be put in pofieffion of 
Raja-mundry, a large town and fort, then in pof- 
feffion of the French. And in regard to the con- 
quefts that might be made, it was ftipulated. 

That all the inland country, taken from the al- 
lies of France, and at prefent in arms, ffiould be 
given to the Raja : but that all the conquered fea- 
coaft, from Vizagapatam to Maflulipatam, &c. 
ffiould remain in the pofieffion of the company. 

The enemy was encamped very ftrongly, with Enemy’s 
500 Europeans, 8000 Sepoys, a great number of 

s On the 15 th. 
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A. D. country, forces, 3 6 pieces of cannon, and fome 
,/58 ‘ mortars, near the village of Tallapool, about 40 
miles from Raja- mundry. The allied army got 
fight of them on the 3d of December, and on the 
6th Colonel Forde marched nearer to the enemy’s 
camp, and gained an eminence at about three 
miles from i& But the French fhewed no incli- 
nation to rilk a battle : and it was not prudent 
Attempts to attack them in their prefent fituation. Ther£- 

to draw _ . r 

them out fore Colonel horde propoled a motion of his 
entrench- troo P s » which would either draw them out of 
ments. their camp, or get between them and Raja-mun- 
dry. Accordingly, it was agreed with the Raja, 
and orders were iflued, late at night, for the army 
to march at half paft four in the morning, with- 
out beat of drum, or any other noife whatever. 
The Eng- Our army ftruck their tents, and marched at the 
"b hour, ant * m the manner appointed ; but the Raja’s 
round the forces loitered, and were left on the ground, and 

enemy. 0 

difconcerted the whole plan. For, M. de Con- 
m. Con- fl ans being informed, the night before, by a de- 

flans^s ^ o * j 

tack of the ferter, that our troops were raw and undifeiplined, 
camp. ni and that he cou ^ 8 uide the enemy to the moll 
convenient place to annoy us, got all his troops 
under arms at one o’clock in the morning, and 
detached a large party, under the conduct of the 
deferter, with fix pieces of cannon, to cannonade 
our camp; which the French, not informed of 
our march, began a little before day. 

The Raja’s forces, by this incident, were greatly 
expofed : and our men were obliged to return to 
their affiftance, and to bring them off. Which 

being 
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being done, they marched together to Golapool, A. D. 
and halted on a fmall plain about three miles from I/ ^* 
their encampment. But when Conflans found 
that our army was marched off, and had got a 
true account of our motions, he foon penetrated 
into the colonel’s intention to fteal a march round 
him : which he muft prevent at all events. There- h; s order 
fore Conflans immediately ordered his troops in a ot battle ‘ 
line of march towards us, and kept between our 
army and his own camp. Which orders were fo 
well effected, that in about half an hour after 
halting, as above, our men difcovered the enemy’s 
Sepoys, then the whole line, about three quarters 
of a mile off on our left flank : and, in a few mi- 
nutes, all their force clofed and moved down to- 
wards us, in good order. 

The Indians had not yet recovered their fright j Colonel 
and were in fome confufion, at the fight of the de°r of bat- 
advancing enemy. However, Colonel Forde, to tle ‘ 
make the belt of a bad market, prevailed with 
the Raja to give up the whole command of his 
troops to him. And about nine he formed the 
line, with the Indians, armed with fire- locks, on 
the right and left of the Sepoys in each wing * 
becaufe the enemy’s line extended much further 
than ours ; and with a fmall body of European 
deferters, and four pieces of cannon, under Cap- 
tain Briftol, an European in the Raja’s fervice, 
together with our artillery, on the left of the bat- 
talion. 

About ten o’clock, the enemy began a can- French be- 
nonade, which was returned, and continued very nonada^' 

Vol. III. U brifkly 
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A. D brifkly for forty minutes, on both fides ; whan 
I758 ‘ the French, miftaking our battalion of Sepoys, 
drefled in red cloth jackets, for Europeans, their 
battalion and right wing of Sepoys, with a body 
of horfe, endeavoured to fall upon our left flank. 
The Sepoys returned -their fire pretty fmartly, but 
fell into fome confufion, and gave way, as the 
enemy advanced. 

Colonel Colonel Forde, taking the advantage of the 
Lckt at ’ enemy’s miftake, ordered the European battalion 
to make a quarter-wheel, as quick as pofiible. 
Which was done with that expedition, that they 
made their proper front, were ready to give them 
their whole fire, as they advanced clofe, and, 
after a very great (laughter, advanced with three 
huzzas, and pulhed them with bayonets fixed, 
feconded with a fmart fire of grape-fhot from the 
cannon *, before the enemy had time to recover 
themfelves : which threw them, into confufion, 
and fo animated our Sepoys, in the left wing, 
who had before given way, that they returned to 
the charge : and they in the right wing behaved 
■with uncommon reiolution, and foon made the 
enemy’s black forces, on the left, give ground. 
Cains the So that about eleven o’clock the retreat of the 
viaoiy * enemy became general. Had the Raja’s horfe, 
about 500 in all, taken the purfuit, fcarce 
a Frenchman would have efcaped. But the 
Raja’s troops in general, except the deferters, 
commanded by Captain Briftol, could not be pre- 
vailed upon to advance a foot beyond our Eu- 
ropean battalion, and had diverted themfelves* 
, during 
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during the whole a&ion, with looking on, and D - 
firing a few rockets, and in plundering. 

We had forty-four Europeans killed and wound- Lofs of 
ed, including two captains and two lieutenants : both fide*, 
the French had 156 killed and wounded, including 
officers. But great numbers of the black forces 
fell on both fides. 

There was a faint appearance of a refolution to Pui-fae the 
tally at their camp : but out troops purfued thern cnemy * 
fo clofely, that they difperfed in fmall bodies ; 
made the beft of their way to Raja-mundry, and T . ilc!r lc! ® 

J J o[ baa;- 

abandoned their camp, baggage, ammunition, ord- gage, &<;, 
nance, tents and equipage ; all which fell into 
our pofleffion ; the enemy having faved nothing, 
but four fmall field-pieces and two camels loaded 
with money and papers, which their general had 
fent off to Raja-mundry, as foon as he firft per- 
ceived the diforder of his army. 

Our army halted in the French camp, to re- 
frefli themfelves, and to bring the wounded in the 
beft carriages they could procure from the field of 
batde. The French officers made prifoners were 
permitted to go on their paroles, with our fick 
and wounded, to Cockanara, a Dutch fettlement, 
about twenty miles from the field of battle. 

A detachment of the firft battalion of Sepoys 
was ordered, under Captain Knox, to purfue the 
enemy that evening, as far as Raja-mundry : 
and he was, next day, reinforced with two batta- 
lions of Sepoys, under Captain Maclean. They 
being j oined, came upon the enemy in the dufk 
of the evening. The Sepoys threw down their 

U 2 arms 
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arms and difperfed : the Europeans took to their 
boats ; of whom fifteen were made prifoners, and 
fome were killed. Captain Knox got poffeffion of 
the Fort of Raja-mundry, and from thence fo ef- 
fe&ually cannonaded the enemy a-crofs the river, 
that they left the four field-pieces in the boats, on 
the oppofite fide. 

Raja-mundry is a barrier and key to the Viza- 
gapatam country : The French held it as their 
own property, in which they kept a fiender gar- 
rifon and a governor. Our people found here 
more artillery, ammunition and ftores ; about 500 
bullocks, fome horfes and camels, and a good 
deal of rich furniture. The military ftores were 
kept for the company. But Colonel Forde fold 
every thing elfe by auction, and divided the pro- 
duce amongft the foldiers, for their good beha- 
viour. Thus ended the expedition to Golcon- 
da, as advifed by Colonel Clive, to the great 
advantage of our affairs in the Eaft Indies, con- 
trary to the opinion of the council at Calcutta. 

While our fleets and armies glorioufly triumphed 
over the enemy in Afia, Africa and America, except 
the lofs of Fort St. David, which was more owing to 
the ruinous condition of its fortifications, ne^ledted 
by the company, than to any mifconduct of our 
officers, or want of courage in our men •, the war 
in Europe w r as carried on with extreme vigour, 
both by lea and land. 

It had been concerted to favour the operations 
in Germany, by a powerful diverfion with our 
naval power, alarming, and, if pgffible, making 

defeents, 
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defcents, and lodgments of a military force upon ^ 
the coafl of France q . Prince Ferdinand had 0 

Under 

made the bell difpofitions after the vi&ory atCre- p, j, 1C e 
velt, and the reduction of Duffeldorp, to transfer teidinpnd - 
the feat of war into the enemy’s country. But 
this could not be effeded without fome means 
could be found to draw Prince de Soubize’s army 
out of Germany, or to leave a fufficient ftrength 
to cover Heffe and Hanover from his enterprizes ; 
who had already wheeled off towards the Land- 
gravate. However we fhall fee prefently, that Sou- 
bize was too powerful for the Hefiian forces, and 
that the French, though greatly embarrafTcd by 
our littoral war, which obliged them to ad with 
more caution and lefs expedition in Germany, 
were not driven to the neceflity adually to re- 
call their troops from thence ; for it is certain, It s ufcs - 
that both Soubize and Contades had provifional 
orders, to hold themfelves in readinefs to return 
into France upon the firft notice. So far the allies 
were affifted, and our common intereft with Ger- 
many was promoted by the expeditions againfl 
Cherbourg and St. Maloes. 

This defign could not efcape the French : and Meafuree 
they could not pufh their arms, or, at lead, make theFrench. 
a powerful (land and effort towards Heffe and Ha- 
nover j they muft have felt feverely the fatal con- 
fequences of Prince Ferdinand’s paffing the* Rhine, 
and co- operating with our arms on the coafl of 
France. Therefore, their principal effort was to 

* See page 157, Vol. III. 
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be made on our weakeft part. Inflead of en- 
abling M. Contades, with the addition of Prince 
de Soubize’s army, to force the army of the allies, 
and to drive them back beyond the Rhine, and 
thereby rifking the uncertain chance of a battle, 
that might expofe their own country to certain 
ruin •, the French miniftry, whofe affairs were now 
guided by the experienced M. Duke de Bellifle, 
reinforced the army of M. Contades with draughts 
from the. militia* fo as to maintain his ground, 
but not to come to an engagement •, and directed 
the Prince de Soubize to open a way, at all ad- 
ventures, into Heffe and Hanover ; where the 
chance of fuccefs was greatly in their favour *, and 
where any fuccefs mud certainly oblige Prince 
Ferdinand to give up his fcheme, of transferring 
the feat of war into France, and to employ his 
forces to cover the countries of the Britilh allies. 

Prince Soubize executed his orders with the ut- 
moft expedition : and though his vanguard hap- 
pened to be repulfed by the Heffian militia r , he 
accomplifhed his purpofe by a detachment of 

1 2.000 regulars, under the command of the Duke 
de Broglio, he himfelf bringing up the van with 

18.000 more, to attack the Heflians, who every 
where fled before him, and were encamped in an 
advantageous fituation, between Cafiel and Minden, 
near the village Sangerhaulen, to the number of 
7000 regulars and irregulars, under the command 

of Prince de Yfemburg : which was the whole 

>» 

* Seep. 173. Vol III. 
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itrength, at that time, in the Landgravate of A D. 
Heffe, capable of making any refiftance againft 
an invader. Prince Yfemburg, confcious of his 
infufficient ftrength, and willing to gain as much 
time as pofiible, in favour of the operations by 
Prince Ferdinand on the Rhine, would not have 
waited the arrival of the French army ; neither 
was he inclined to rifk a battle, but was refolved 
to march off. But his troops, efpecially the mi- 
litia, fluffed with their late fuccefs, prefumed 
too much upon their own courage, held the enemy 
in too great contempt, and refufed to ftir r with- 
out a further trial of their ft length and courage. 

Under thefe circumftances Prince Yfemburg 
made the beft difpofition he could, in luch a fitua- 
tion. He drew up in order of battle, with his Advant- 
right at a fteep declivity or rock, towards the the He(- 
river Fulda; his left reaching to, and covered by, p*)^ nder 
a wood, and occupying the fummit of the decli- ^ lem ~ 
vitv. The advantage of the fituation of this 
little army, on whofe fate lo much depended, ob- 
liged Broglio to take his meafures with the greateft: 
precaution. He firfi; fecured the defiles at Caffel The battle 
and Sanderhaufen with a guard of 2500 men : and 
then drew up his army in this form ; his infantry 
in the firft: line ; his horfe and dragoons in the fe- 
cond ; and ten pieces of cannon, of the brigade of 
artillery, before his right, to annoy the Heflian 
troops, next the wood. Upon the approach of 
the French, the Heflian cavalry advanced to at- 
tack the enemy’s foot. The Duke de Broglio 
immediately lined a poft of his foot, and through 

U 4 the 
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A. D. the intervals made by this movement, a part of 
* 7s8 ' his horfe- advanced, and charged the Heflian horfe ; 
but they met with forefolute a reception, that they 
were repulfed, and the infantry were in great dan- 
ger of being broke, had not the royal Bavier re- 
giment faluted them with a volley, that brought 
moft of them to the ground, and fo difabled the 
reft, .that they never, after appeared in this aftion. 
In the mean time M. de Walderen, Major-Gene- 
ral, and M. Diefbach made a vigorous attack on 
the wood, with a brigade of Swifs and three com- 
panies of grenadiers ; but were feverely treated 
and obliged to fall back. The infantry of the 
Heflian right marched brifkly up to the French 
left ; the fire was extreme hot on both fides. 
The Heflians were obliged to retreat about ioo 
paces j they rallied under a declivity, and return- 
ing under its favour, which partly covered them; 
they in their turn forced the enemy’s left to give 
way ; turned them, and endeavoured to get be- 
hind them. When the Duke de Broglio, con- 
vinced of his own danger, and of the necefiity of a 
vigorous effort to fnatch victory out of the hands 
of the Heflians, he flrft brought up the Apchon 
dragoons, and the cavalry behind them, through 
a very brifk fire ; and then he ordered three re- 
giments of grenadiers, to march up to the decli- 
vity, and to charge the enemy with their bayonets 

JfSeU * 1Xed ‘ S ° that numbers prevailed, and the brave 
defenders of their country were forced to give way 

And fly, after an a&ion, that lafted full five hours. 
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The Hefiians took to the woods on the banks ^ D. 
5 f the Fulda * and difperfed, as well as they could. ^ ^ 
rhey loft in the engagement 300 men prifoners, on both, 
including 50 officers, amongft whom was the 
Count de Caunitz, the fecond in command ; an 
lid de camp to Prince Yfemburg, and feveral lieu- 
tenant-colonels and majors. The number (lain 
and wounded were about 1500, including 300 
that perilhed in the Fulda, endeavouring to fwim 
that river, which they entered from the declivity. 

They loft feven pieces of cannon on the field of 
battle and eight at Munden, which they aban- 
doned. On the part of the French, they had 
1785 * men killed, and 1392 wounded. The 
Duke de Broglio, his aid de camp, and mafter of 

horfe, had each a horfe killed under him. This 
' * 

is faid to have been the moft bloody adlion with 
the French during the war. 

By this victory the French afiiimed to them- 
felves the pofieffion of the Wefer, and were in a 
condition to a< 5 t, not only in Hefie, but in Weft- 
phalia and Hanover, as they pleafed. Which en- 
tirely difconcerted Prince Ferdinand’s plan of ope- 
rations j who now had no refource, but either to 
bring the French to a battle, in hopes of vi&ory, 
or to repafs the Rhine. But he had two great 
obftacles yet to overcome. He was retarded in 
the execution of neceftary meafures by long and 

* The French account fays only 7S5, but the Heflian ac- 
count makes the lofs of the French in this aftion above 300$ ' 
killed and wounded. 
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A. E>. fyeavy rains, that broke up the roads, over-flowed 
l/5 °* the banks of the rivers, and hindered his march, 
ing. And again, the French could not be brought 
Prince to an engagement. So that when he received the 
r.and’srea-'news of Prince Yfemburg’s defeat, and was in- 
p°aSng the formed that the enemy was reinforcing the fortrefs 
Rhine. 0 f Gveldre, and feveral other polls, capable of 
obftrudting his convoys, and putting off the fub- 
fiftence of his army ; and further, that unnecef- 
fary delays might furnifh Prince de Soubize with 
an opportunity to intercept the troops, he ex- 
pend at that jundlure from England, his High- 
nefs refolved to march back over the Rhine. 
Executed This relolution was carried into execution on 
lak * the 8th of July, when the whole army moved 
nearer the Maefe, and encamped between Rure- 
mond and Schwalm, with the head-quarters at 
Hellenrad. In this march the enemy (hewed 
themlelves on our left, and took poffeflion of 
Bruggen. But Prince Ferdinand detached a party, 
that diflodged them, and made themfelves makers 
of the town. There was no doubt of the enemy’s 
moving towards us ; but they fo covered their 
motions by the detachments of light troops, that 
very imperfedt notions only could be formed of 
their real intention. The Prince fupplied the 
want of intelligence by his own fagacity and pe- 
netration, and conducted his army fo dextroufly 
that he fell in with the enemv, in his march to 
Dulcken, in the night between the iff and 2 d of 
Auguff. 


M. Con- 
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M. Contades, who hitherto had carefully avoided A. D. 
an engagement, and little expe&ing to meet Prince 
Ferdinand in his rout, retreated to his old camp tades'smo- 
at Dalem, from whence he had marched, rather tlons ‘ 
than give battle : However, his Highnefs, not 
certain of the enemy’s refolution, got his army 
under arms, early on the 3d in the morning, and 
made a motion for advancing towards the ene- 
my. But they, by their motions, foon convinced 
him of their diflike to fight. They marched off 
with fpeed ; and it being inconfiftent with the 
prefent fituation of the allies, to waftc time in 
the purfuit of an enemy, that was determined not 
to fight, he marched forward to Watchtendonck, A fkirmifl* 
an ifland furrounded by the Niers, not fortified, but tendtudf" 
of very difficult approach. The hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick was ordered to force this poll with 
the vanguard : and the rear was compofed of Pruf- 
fians, under the Prince of Holftein. The Here- 
ditary Prince found the bridge drawn up, at his 
approach, and to fave time in the purfuit of the 
guard, which drew it up, he entered the river. Some 
companies of grenadiers followed his example; 
and with bayonets fixed, they drove the enemy 
away, and fecured the bridges : over which the army 
pafled that evening. After this the army marched 
on the 4th to Rhineberg, without feeing a fingle * 
troop of the enemy. But in the evening news M.deChe- 
was brought that M. de Chevert had paffed the ^Lippe* 
Lippe, with twelve or fourteen battalions, and 
feveral fquadrons, in all 12,000 men, in order to 
join the garrifon of Wefel, and then to fall upon 
2 a corps 
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a corps of about 3000 men, encamped at Meer, 
under Lieutenant-General Imhoff-, who was or- 
dered to guard a bridge Prince Ferdinand had 
thrown over at Rees. 

His Highnefs was convinced of the truth of 
this intelligence, and expetted that Imhoff would 
be attacked next day : but it was not in his power 
to reinforce or to fupport him. His men were 
too much fatigued to begin another march, that 
fame evening ; and the over-flowing of the Rhine 
had rendered the bridge at Rees impaflable'. 
Therefore M. Imhoff had nothing to truft unto, 
but his own good conduct and the bravery of his 
troops, which had been fix battalions and four 
fquadrons ; but were greatly reduced by feveral 
detachments made from them. 

Agreeable to the intelligence received, (General 
Imhoff being returned to his advantageous poft at 
Meer, upon a report of the enemy’s preparations 
to attack him) the advanced guards were no fooner 
potted, but they found themfelves engaged with 
the enemy, who advanced from Wefel, under the 
command of Lieutenant General de Chevert, &r. 
with the whole corps of troops defigned to make 
the fiege of Duffeldorp. 

General ImhofF’s camp was covered in front 
by coppices and ditches, with a rifing ground on 
his right -, from whence he could fee the whole 
force of the enemy, and pafs a found judgment 
on the nature of their march. He perceived 
that the enemy was not acquainted .with the 
ground j and that they would be loon entangled 

in 
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in it§ difficulties. With this, expectation he .or-, 
dered his infantry to advance about 200 paces 
from the firffc hedges : he took a regiment from 
his right and placed it in the coppice, in order to 
fall upon the naked left wing of the enemy, which 
he faw uncovered, and gave orders to the other 
regiments to march with drums beating, up to 
the enemy, as foon as they fhould hear the fire 
of the regiment polled in the coppice, and to at- 
tack them with bayonets fixed. The enemy en- 
tered the dangerous ground as expe&ed ; and Ge- 
neral ImhofF’s orders were executed by the whole 
fix battalions, with fuch impetuofity and efFeCl, 
that, after a refillance of about half an hour, the 
enemy was put into confufion j fled towards We- 
fel, and left on the fpot eleven pieces of cannon, 
and a great many waggons and other carriages, 
with ammunition * j befides 354 prifoners,amonglt 
whom were eleven officers ; 150 killed, and 

200 wounded : whereas the killed and wound- 
ed in General ImhofF’s corps did not exceed 
200 men. 

His Serene Highnefs .waited this event with 
great impatience ; and as foon as informed of this 
glorious vidlory, over an enemy triple the num- 
ber of the conquerors, he detached General Wan- 
genheim, with feveral fquadrons and battalions, 
to reinforce General ImhofF, and to put him in a 

* The confternation of the French was fo great, that they 
threw down their arms : and 2000 mufkets were gathered 
from the- ground, over which they ran away. 
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A. D. condition to make the utmoft advantage of a vic- 
tory as complete, as it was glorious to the arms of 
Great Britain and her allies. The allied army 
then proceeded, with an intention to pafs the Rhine 
at Rhineberg, but that river had been fwelled fo 
prodigioufly by the continual rains, that the Ihorfc 
was inacceffible both at Rhineberg and at Rees, 
which obliged them to throw a bridge over at 
Griethuyfen. 

This bridge was laid over between the 8th and 
the 9th. The enemy, having advice of this ex- 
pedient, and the detriment it was to the allies to 
be kept in this bad fituation, fent four boats of a 
particular conftru&ion, to deftroy it, from Wefel, 
on the morning of the 9th. But this was not 
done fo fecretly, as to efcape the knowledge of our 
commander in chief : who fent the armed vefiels, 
he had on the river, to intercept them : which they 
pun&ually performed. So that, the whole army 
palled that day, and the next, without the leaft 
> interruption, having withdrawn the garrifon from 
Dufleldorp ; which, on the 13th, palled the Rhine 
Bntifli 11 * at Wefel. Soon after General Imhofr, reinforced 
troops. to eleven battalions and ten fquadrons, marched 
to meet the troops, arrived from England by the 
way of Embden, under the Duke of Marlborough, 
and happily fucceeded in their junction at Coef- 
feldt. 

Thus as the advantage gained by the Duke de 
Broglio, at Sanderhaufen in Hefie, deprived Prince 
Ferdinand of the good effects he had in view from 
the battle of Crevelt : fo the action at Meer, with 

the 
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the feafonable reinforcement of Britilh trOops, not A- D. 
only facilitated Prince Ferdinand’s paffage of the I7s8 ‘ 
Rhine ; bat prevented any material advantages 
being drawn from the. battle at Sanderfhaufen.- ' 

The allied army being united, their com man- Allied ar- 
der, fenfible of the fatigues his troops had under- iered 'on 
gone, by the unwholefomenefs of the wet feafon, the Lippc ' 
and continual fervice, judicioufly chofe fome ex- 
cellent pods upon the river Lippe, and there 
placed himfelf in a pofttire of defence, to prevent 
the enemy’s penetrating by that way into Hano- 
ver. At the fame time he provided for the fafety 
of that Ele< 5 torate, and the Landgravate of Heflb 
Caflfel, by placing Prince Yfemberg, with the re- 
mains of his army, recruited with the Hefiian 
militia, in fuch a manner, as to proteft thecourfe 
of the Wefer. M. Contades, difpairing of a paf- SouWze’s. 
fage over the Lippe, reinforced Soubize to 30,000 folced^ 1 "" 
men, by detachments from the grand army j in 
order to force a pafiage over the Wefer. Prince 
Ferdinand, aware of the enemy’s intention, de- Genera! 
tached General Oberg, with a reinforcement of witch* 
10,000 men, to Lipftadt, to be at hand and join 
the HelTians, in cafe of need : and the motions of 
the French foon obliged him to join. General 
Oberg took the chief command of this army, 
which did not exceed 20,000, and encamped at 
the ftrong poll of Sanderhaufen, upon the Fulda, 
trying every fcheme to provoke the French to at- 
tack him in his trenches. But xhe Prince of 
Soubize could not be drawn into fo dangerous an 
attempt, though his army confided of near 30,000 

effe&ive 


320 The GENERAL HISTORY of • 

A. D. effective men. However, the French army be- 
*' 58, ing reinforced on the 8th of October, gaveftrong 
indications of their refolution, at laft, to enter 
into aftion. General Oberg was fenfible of the 
enemy’s great fuperiority : but yet his advan- 
tageous fituation, near Sanderhaufen, determined 
him to wait the iffue, in hopes of profiting by 
fbme favourable motion. But thofe motions were 
defigned only to deceive him, and to deprive 
him of that advantageous fituation. With this 
intention, on the 9th in the morning, Prince Sou- 
bize left all his tents Handing, and marched his 
whole army ; and, after making different motions, 
he in the evening took poffefiion of the camp near 
V/aldau. General Oberg, with his troops under 
arms, was in hopes of being attacked. But the 
motions of the enemy were made at a diftance, 
and upon eminences, divided by hollow ways; 
and, as the fuperiority of the French enabled the 
Prince of Soubize to fend a large detachment, to 
Obliged to get round the HefTians, by the road of Munden, 
Iroiig which would have been of very dangerous con- 
lecjuence, General Oberg’s care was to prevent 
being turned. * This determined him to decamp; 
which he did at tour next morning, with an in- 
tention to entrench himieli behind Luttenburg. 
The French, having gained their point, which 
was, to diflodge him, let him march unmolefted : 
but when he was come to the ground for his en- 
campment, they were at his heels, and Oberg 
was obliged to form his troops in order of battle ; 
with his right to the Fulda, and his left to a 

thicket 
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thicket upon a rifing ground, defended by five fix- ^ 
pounders. The cavalry fupported the wings in 
a third line : his rear was covered by the village of 
Luttenberg, and by a ftrong rifing ground fur- 
nifhed with four twelve pounders. 

The French army kept a brifk cannonade while 
Oberg’s army was forming •, but with very little 
effeft. A confiderable body of the enemy filed JT lle,r 
off at a djftance from his left, as if they intended battle, 
to get pofTeffion of a wood on a hill, and fo take 
the Heflians in flank and rear, or pafs by to Mun * 
den : but our hunters met with them and routed 
them. The French pufhed forward, ftill more troops, 
till they polled their left towards the Fulde, and 
their right far beyond Oberg’s left, with upwards 
of 30 pieces of cannon in their front. 

General Oberg did all, that any one in his cir- 
cumftances could do, to oppofethe enemy in every 
part : and if was now four in the afternoon before 
the French made the attack in form. They began Battle, 
with a very brifk cannonading •, which did little 
execution : being badly fituated. At the fame in- 
flant, they fell upon Major General Zaftrovv, with 
their firfl line of infantry ; which General Zahrow 
attacked with the bayonet and routed. But thefe 
brave fellows were broke, in a moment, by the 
French cavalry, that took them in front and flank. 

The cavalry were then attacked by Oberg’s ca- 
valry, with advantage, till they were forced to 
yield to numbers. The French infantry, that had 
not been engaged, came on : which obliged the 
remains of the heflians to retreat. The French 
Vot. III. X then 
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then came out almoft upon the back of General 
Oberg’s firft line •, and placed their cannon, at the 
fame time, that all the reft of their army was 
moving forward. The moment was critical : there 
was no view of fuccefs*, and the only minute for 
a fafe retreat was the prefent. The general, who 
had conftantly given his dire&ions with admirable 
compofure, feized the opportunity*, commanded 
a retreat, which was made with tolerable good order, 
quite up to the wood, where the defile, which 
leads to Munden, begins. 

Had the French pulhed with their great fupe- 
riority in cavalry, the purfuit might have been fa- 
tal. But they only continued the fire of their ar- 
tillery *, which, though it was very brilkly brought 
on by the Duke de Broglio, did no coafiderable 
damage*, except overthrowing fome artillery and 
waggons. 

General Oberg pafled by Munden, at mid- 
night ; withdrew the garrifon ; encamped on the 
plain near Grupen, on the other fide the Wefer; 
and next morning, (the nth) marched to the 
camp near Gunterfheim, without moleftation. 
The French in all their motions had difeovered 
their defire to make themfelves mafters of Mun- 
den : which town they now found evacuated *, and 
they took poftefiion of it without oppofition, tho’ 
it had coft them much blood to get to it : but the 
feafon was too far advanced for them to reap any 
confiderable advantages further from this viftory. 
However, it was evident, that thediftrefs of Flan- 
over was their chief point in view. M. Soubize 

ravaged 
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ravaged the country and railed heavy contribu- ^ D. 
tions; retook Gottingen, and penetrated almoft 
to the walls of Hamelen ; which, alarmed the 
regency of Hanover, who fent orders to the go- 
vernor to open the fluices, and prepare for a vi- 
gorous defence ; and, being afraid of the confe- 
quenees, they once more fent away the archives, and 
other ftate papers, &c. from the capital to Stade. 

In the mean time Captain Scheiter, with 500 Skin-nifhes 
horfe, fwam over the Lippe, fell upon a party of 
1 60 French horfe, took fome prifoners and totally 
defeated the reft. He then proceeded towards 
Wefel, feized a convoy of 30 waggons with flour 
and wine, and 100 oxen, without the lofs of a 
man •, tho’ fired at from the ramparts of Wefel. 

The defeat of General Oberg finifhed the cam- 
paign on this fide of Germany : and had it not 
been for the vigilance and wife difpofitions of 
Prince Ferdinand, it might have been more fa- 
vourable to the French. For they, who had been, French, 
in the beginning of the year, driven by the allies the ml! 
out of Hanover, Hefie, Weftphalia, and back 
over the Rhine, were now mailers of both Tides 
of the Rhine, in poflefiion of Caflfel and Munden, 
threatning the gates of Hanover, and in a condi- 
tion to penetrate into Weftphalia; where they 
eftablilhed their winter quarters. Prince Ferdi- Prince 
nand fixed his head quarters at Munfter, arid dif- Ferd, p an< J 
pofed of his army in the landgravate of Hefie, vvinter 
and in the bilhopricks of Munfter,. Paderborn, Munfter.' 6 
and Heldefheim ; the feverity of the feafon not 
permitting any attempt to be made upon the French 

X 2 after 
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A. !>• after the junftion of the Britifli troops : whofe 

* 758 ’ commander in chief, the Duke of Marlborough, 
died of a dyfentery, at Munfter, a diftemper con- 
tracted by theunwholfomenefs of the climate, and 
by the fatigues, to which he had never been accuf- 
tomed. 

Wife dif- B ut we m uft not finiih this account without 

nofition or . M . . 

Prince doing juftice to the great generallhip, ihewn, on 

1 ‘ crdinJlu i' this occafion, by Prince Ferdinand. Had not his 
forefight eftablifhed a ready communication of his 
troops all along the Lippe, the defeat of Oberg 
might have been fatal to the caufe of the allies : 
but this wife difpofition of his army, prevented 
the advantage, which otherwife the French might 
have gained by that victory. His Serene High- 
nefs, upon the firfl: advice of the difafter, marched 
with the utmofh diligence towards Rheda, and, 
having ordered Prince Ylemberg to fall back, 
joined his troops ; and thereby he covered the We- 
ler, without lofing any thing on the fide of the 
Rhine. For, though the electorate of Hanover 
was fomewhat expofed by thefe movements ; he 
knew the ftrength and pofition of the enemy fo 
perfectly well, that he was under no fort of appre- 
henfion, that they could be able to make any 
eftabiilhment in it ; nor aft farther, than the da- 
mage, that might be done by their light troops*, 
who were provided, by direction from their court, 

: Soylhe e * t0 run ^ ^at they carried off, or de- 

forage and ftroyed, all the provifions and forage in the high- 

in Hclle, er Lippe, about Padefborn and Warfbourg, in 
all \ > efiphalia and Helie, from Lipftadt and Mun- 

iter, 
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fter, as far as the Rhine ; and from the higher 
Lippe and Paderborn, as far as Caflel *, as you’ll 
find particularly commanded and defcribed by M. 
de Belleifle’s letters in the margin " ; in order to 

prevent 

u The Marlhal Due de Belleifle to Marfltal Contades, dated 
Verfailles, July 23, 1758, in which there is the following 
paffage : 

“ I am flill afraid that Fifcher fets out too late: it is, how- 
ever, very important, and very effential, that we fhould raife 
large contributions. I fee no other refource for our moft ur- 
gent expences, and for refitting the troops, but in the money 
we may draw from the enemy's country; from whence we 
mull likewife procure fubfiftence of all kinds, (independently 
of the money) that is to fay, hay, ftraw, oats, for the win- 
ter, bread, corn, cattle, horfes, and even men, to recruit our 
foreign troops. The war mud not be prolonged, and perhaps 
it may be neceffary, according to the events which may hap- 
pen, between this time and the end of September, to make a 
downright defart before the line of the quarters, which it may be 
thought proper to -keep during the winter , in order that the enemy 
may be under a real impoflibility of approaching us : at the 
fame time referving for ourfelves a bare fubfiftence on the rout, 
which may be the moft convenient for us to take, in the middle 
of winter, to beat up, or feize upon the enemy's quarters^ 
That this objeft may be fulfilled, I caufe the greateft afliduity 
to be ufed, in preparing what is neceffary for having all your 
^oops, without exception, well cloathed, well armed, well 
equipped, and well refitted, in every refpeft, before the end 
ef November, with new tents, in order that, if it fhall be ad- 
vifeable for the King’s political and military affairs, you may 
be well able to affemble the whole, or part of your army, to 
aft offenfively, and with vigour, from the beginning of Ja- 
nuary ; and that you may have the fatisfaftion to fhew your 
enemies, and all Europe, that the French know how to aft, 
and carry on war, in all feafons, when they have fuch a ge- 
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prevent Prince Ferdinand’s return to the Rhine, 
or the Lohn, in the beginning of next campaign, 

and 

neral as you are, and a minifter of the department of war, 
that can forefee, and concert matters with the general. 

You muft be fenfible, Sir, that what I fay to you may be- 
come not only ufeful and honourable, but perhaps even necef- 
fary, with refpedh to what you know, and of which I fhall 
fay more in my private letter. 

M. Due de Eelleisle. 

This was not the only letter among them, wherein directions 
were given for making a downright defert of the countries, 
for it appears by a letter dated in September following, (1758) 
as follows : 

•« You muft, at any rate, confume ali fort of fubfiftence on 
the higher Lippe, in the neighbourhood of Paderborn, and 
in the country which lies betwixt the Lippe, Paderborn, and 
Warfbourg; this will be fo much fubfiftence taken from the 
enemy from this day to the end of O&ober. That you mull 
deftroy every thing which you cannot confume, fo as to make 
a defert of all Weftphalia, from Lipftadt and Munfter, as far as 
the Rhine, on one hand, and on the other, from the higher 
Lippe and Paderborn, as far as Cafiel ; that the enemy may 
find it quite impracticable to direct their march to the Rhine, 
or to the lower Roer ; and this with regard to your army, and 
with regard to the army under Monf. de Soubife, that they 
may not have it in their power to take poiTeflion of CalTel, 
and much lefs to march to Marpourg, or to the quarters which 
he will have along the Lohn, or to thofe which you will oc- 
cupy, from the lower part of the left fide of the Roer, and 
on the right fide of the Rhine as far as Dufleldorp, and at 
Cologne.” 

In another, dated October 5, is the following paflage : 
€i What makes it the more neceflary to reduce all Weftphalia to 
a defert , is, that we have certain advice, that the King of 
Pruffia has formed a project, which has been approved of by 
the King of England^ fox carrying on the war during a great 

Dart 
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and to keep their own quarters undifturbed dur- 
ing the winter. — This was a mod barbarous and 

de teftable 

part of the winter, believing that this will be the fared means 
Of ditlrefiir.g us ; and people are now a&ually employed at 
Hamburgh, and in ail the great towns, in making great coats, 
light boots, gloves, caps, and calots for their troops. But if, 
after all thefe precautions, they fhall be obliged to carry their 
forage from the lower Wefer by land, in order to attack our 
quarters on the lower part of the Roer and on the R.hine, they 
will never be able to fucceed in it, becaufe of the impractica- 
bility of the roads at that feafon of the year, and of the 
length of the way : they will therefore have no refource left 
but the lower Rhine, and even there they mud go upon the 
canals and territories of Holland. I make no doubt of your 
being able to raife fufficient obflacles againft any fuch attempt, 
and that you will take all the neceffary precautions for that 
purpofe.” 

And in a third, (October 30) there is the following : a You 
know the neceflity of confuming, or deftroying, as far as 
poflible, all the fubfiftence, efpecially the forage, betwixt the 
Wefer and the Rhine, on the one hand : and on the other, be- 
twixt the Lippe, the bifhopric of Paderborn, the Dymel, the 
Fulda, and theNerra; and fo to make a defert of Wedphalia 
and Heffe.” 

A paragraph in another letter is worded ftill ftronger, as 
follows: “ The upper part of the Lippe, and the country of 
Paderborn, are the moll fertile, and the mod plentiful ; they 
mud, therefore, be eat up to the very roots : and as Monf, 
de Soubife, for the reafons above-mentioned, neither mud, nor 
ought, to follow the enemy into the country of Hanover, he 
will probably only keep with him what troops are neceffary for 
the fecurity of CaffeL” 

And in another part of the fame letter, he fays, “ I fee 
Prince Ferdinandis at M under: I am told, that he has ordered 
the magazines at Ofnabruck to be brought there. It will be 
very vexatious, if he fhould be able to maintain fo great a 
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A. D - deteftable refolution in an enemy, that cries up 
«7 58 . their own humanity and politenefson all occafions ! 
However, the gallant young general, that com- 
manded the allies, penetrated into this ruinous 
fecret alfo, and took his meafures fo effectually, 
that defeated a great part of their infamous fcheme. 
Affairs of We left the King of Pruffia in the enjoyment 
Pruffia. j- ome ac j van tages w after his raifing thefiegeof 

Olmutz, and preparing to transfer the feat of war 
from Moravia into Bohemia. But he was foon de- 
prived of that advantage by the Ruffians, who, 
after feveral months marching and counter-march- 
ing through Poland and Pruffia, in which they 
committed exceffes of violence and cruelty, to the 
Ruffians difgrace of human nature, fat down, with 90,000 

a” ain'ft men, and a formidable train of artillery, to be- 

Cuftnn. p ie g e Cuftrin, a little town on the EJb, almoft 
fcribed, without fortifications, though the capital of the 
New Marche of Brandenburgh, fituate at the in- 
flux of the river Warte into the Oder, three Ger- 
man miles from Franckfort : which are the princi- 
pal paffages from the New into the Middle Marche. 
But its fituation is naturally ftrong : for the river 
Warte inclofes one part thereof, till it falls into 
the Oder ; and the Oder inclofes almoft the other 
part, i he other avenues are encompaffed by 
broad morafles : and from its Ions fuburb there is 

quarter, fo near you. This is one reafon more for depriving 
him of all other means, by wafting the country, efpecially 
what lies betwixt the Lippe and the Roer, and all that is in 
the country of La Marck and Waldeck.” 
w See page 156, Vol. Ilf. 
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no other road to the city, but over a caufe way. A- ^ 
three quarters of a German mile in length, with 
c2 bridges over the moraffes. Its chief artificial 
ftrength confifts in a bridge over the Oder, de- 
fended by a battery, and a well built caftle. The 
garrifon confifted of no more than one battalion 
of regulars, one battalion of militia, two compa- 
nies of invalids, and about ioo hufiars. 

The firft appearance of the Ruffians before this 
city, was on the 13th of Auguft, at three in the ' f l ort Cu _ 
afternoon. This was a body of their hufiars and lh ' m * 
cofiacks. The piquet guard in the fuburb was skirmifh. 
immediately augmented to about 300 men, who _ 

W ere foon attacked by the enemy : which ffiirmiffi 
lafted from four till feven in the evening ; when 
the enemy retired •, and the garrifon broke down 
the bridge over the Oder. 

Count Dohna, who commanded the Pruffian Garrifon 
army encamped near Frankfort on the Oder, be- '» 

ing applied to by the governor of Cuftrin, detach- 
ed a reinforcement of four battalions of infantiy, 
ten fquadrons of dragoons, and a fmall body of 
hufiars, under Lieutenant-General Schorlemmer *, 
who arrived next day. The hufiars and a body of 
* dragoons were added to the piquet in the little 
fuburb, and the four battalions of grenadiers en- 
camped on the Anger, between the fuburb and 
the fortification : the remainder of the ten fqua- 
drons of dragoons encamped in the fields, to co- 
ver the long fuburb. At the fame time, there 

arrived Colonel Schack, with the commiffion of 

governor, 
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A. D. governor, or commander in chief, in cafe of a 
■ 75 8 ' liege. 

There was little or no appearance of an enemy 
on the 14th, except a party of Cofiacks, who 
purfued Gen. Schorlemmer and Governor Schaek, 
quite up to the city gates, as they went with afmall 
city hom- party to reconnoitre the enemy: but on the 15th 
bacded. j n t j ie morn j n g ? between four and five o’clock, 
the citizens were awakened and terrified by the 
noife and fhrieks of the huflars and coflacks, in- 
termixed with cannon ball. As the enemy’s troops 
advanced and took their ftations, and brought 
their batteries to bear, the Pruffians, the piquet 
guard, huflars, dragoons, &c. were obliged to 
retire into the city, or wherever they could bell 
provide for their own fafety. Having no other 
objedl to combate than the town ; the Ruffians, in 
lefs than half an hour after the battalions had re- 
On fire, tired from the Anger, threw fuch a multitude of 
bombs and red hot (hot into the city, that it was 
on fire in feveral parts, and burnt with fuch fury 
at nine o’clock, that there was no extinguifhing 
the flames in the narrow ftreets ; and the element 
appeared to rain and hail fire : which drove the 
inhabitants tofeek for protedlion and fafety in the 
piftrefs of open fields. The houfes tumbled on all fides. 
thcHihabi- j? ver y b oc jy that could creep, got out of the town 

as fall as poffible j and the crowd of naked, and 
in the higheft degree wretched people, was vaftly 
great, without diftin&ion of perfons : fome few 
with horfes and carriages, others with fick aisd 
bed-ridden upon their backs, thought themfelves 

happy, 
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happy, if they could efcape the (bowers of bombs, A - D - 
cannon balls, and red hot bullets. 

Not only the inhabitants, but many thoufand 
Grangers, from the open country and defencelefs 
towns in Pruffia, Pomerania, and the New Marche, 
that had fled here with their valuable effiedls, when 
the Ruffians entered the Pruffian territories in 
hopes of a fafe retreat, were now made molt mi- 
ferable, and reduced from opulent fortunes, to 
beggary. On the roads, nothing was feen but 
mifery : nothing heard, but cries and lamentations, 
enough to move (tones j as nobody knew where 
to get a morfel of bread, nor what to do for fur- 
ther fubfiftence. The neighbouring towns and 
villages were foon filled with the mod deplorable 
objedls of diftrefs. Within, the great magazine, Houfes & 
the governor^ houfe, the church, the palace, the burnt « 
(lore and artillery houfes ; in a word, the old and 
new town, the fuburbs and the great bridge over 
the Oder, as well as all the others, were reduced to 
allies : The inhabitants, many perilhed in the 
flames, knocked on the head under the ruins, or 
were fuffocated in the vaults and lubterraneous 
caverns, where they, in their fright, fought for fafety. 

The public records or archives of the (late were 
deftroyed, and a prodigious quantity of corn and 
flour was confumed in the conflagration. The 
fire was fo furious, that the cannon in the (lore 
and artillery houfes were all melted : and the load- 
ed bombs i the cartridges for cannon and mufkets, 
a large quantity of powder and other combufta- 
bles went off, at once, with a horrible explofion. 

—A 
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A. D. — A fpedtacle fo terrible, that no hiftory can fur* 
17$3 ‘ nifh a like example, except the deftru&ion of Je- 
Inhumani- rufalem. What is more inhuman, the enemy’s 
enemy.' C f ut 7 was vente d entirely upon the innocent inha- 
bitants : for they did not begin to batter the for- 
tifications, except a few fhot, till the 17th, when 
the reft were all deftroyed. But what could be 
expefted from an enemy, that had difgraced the 
name of human creatures in all their previous ope- 
rations x . 

* What colour can the Ruffians give to their burning the 
villages of Zorndorff, Zicher, Wilkerfdorf, Bamberg, Kutf- 
4orf, Quartfchen, and Birckenbufch, all which u'ere in flames 
at the fame time, and of which the greateft part of the inha- 
bitants were, fome killed, and others thrown into the flames. 
The public hath already been informed of the cruelties com- 
mitted laft June, by General Demikow, in Pomerania, and 
the New Marche. Above an hundred towns or villages were 
pillaged, and many women carried off and ravifhed. The 
Ruffians alfo fet fire to the village of Furftgnau, and killed 
the farmer’s wife : Vorbruch, and the fuburb of Driefen, were 
likewife reduced to allies. In the beginning of July, they 
pillaged the town of Friedeburgh, burnt the mill of Alten- 
flies, and murdered the gardener of the bailiwick of Driefen. 
On the approach of the Pruffians, they turned the environs of 
Cuftrin into a defart, burnt the feven villages abovementioned, 
killed the farmer of 1 amfel, and at Blumberg and Camin 
malL .red many peafants, and even infants with their mothers, 
whofe mutilated bodies were found in the houffis and barns. 
The churches have not been fpared ; they opened even graves 
and vaults, to llrip the dead ; which they did, particularly, at 
Camm and Birck’noltz, where they ftript the bodies of Gene- 
ral Schladerndorf and General Ruitz, who were buried there. 
It will not be thought ftrange, that the name of barbarians 
fhould be given to perfons capable of fuch cruelties. 


His 
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His Pruffian Majefty could not remain indiffe- 
rent on this occafion : and though he had all the 
- reafon in the world to flatter himfelf with the 
hopes of fuccefs in Bohemia, where he had occu- 
pied the poft of Nuchod, by his Lieutenant Ge- 
neral FouqUet *, and* in perfon, had driven Gene- 
ral Laudhon from Oppotfchau, and had obliged 
Count DaUn to fortify himfelf on the hills of Li- 
bifchau, he could not deny his faithful and brave 
garrifon of Cuftrin his immediate afiiftance. He 
left his camp at Konigfgratz, and after fome fkir- 
milhes, wherein he loft General Saldern and Co- 
lonel Blanckenburg, who were killed by the Pan- 
dours, at the firft difcharge, as they retreated 
from the fuburbs of Konigfgratz ; he, on the 9th 
of Auguft, encamped at Landfhut, and from thence 
proceeded with a detachment, in order to join the 
army at Franckfort under Count Dohna, where 
he arrived on the 22d ; the garrifon of Cuftrin 
ftill holding out againft the mighty army and in- 
ceflant fire of the Ruffians, without having a 
hovel to cover their heads from the heat of the 
day or the heat of aftion. — His Majefty’s forces 
being joined, they were ordered to march at ten 
o’clock the fame night, and next day he puffed 
the Oder, by a bridge thrown over at Gatavife, 
and he took up his quarters at Golaflan. Here 
he refted his army till one o’clock next day at 
noon, and proceeded to Dirmitzel •, where he en- 
camped and made the necdfary difpofitions for at- 
tacking the enemy next day. 
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A. D. On the 25th the Pruffian army marched in four 
1/5H ‘ columns, three of infantry, and one of cavalry: 
the van-guard confided of ten battalions, com- 
Advanceth manded by Lieutenant-General Mantuffell. He 
ertTmy’s the endeavoured, by this march, to wind round the 
eamp. -enemy’s left flank : fo that, having pafled the 
fmall river Mitzel, he filed off by the forefl of 
Mafiln, and the village of Bazels, into the plain j 
where both infantry and cavalry, fpread them- 
felves on the left flank, till they arrived at Zorn- 
dorff, on the back of the enemy j who had broke 
up the fiege of Cuftrin, and drawn up their army 
on a narrow ground, in four lines $ forming a 
front on every fide, and furrounded with can- 
non and chevaux de frize. His Majefly ar- 
rived, in the prefence of the enemy, at eight 
o’clock in the morning, and immediately formed 
in order of battle *, his troops, exafperated at 
the fight of fo many marks of Ruffian cruelty in 
every place, through which they marched, ar- 
dently wifhed for the opportunity to engage, and 
to avenge their countrymen of fuch cruel enemies. 
Refent- They looked upon their prefent fervice to be, in 
S e pruffian ^ fcnfe, fighting for their country ; and 

foidiery. that nothing but vi&ory could deliver it from one 
of the fevered fcourges, with which Providence 
did ever chaftife a nation. Even the exiftence of 
the Pruffian crown depended on the fortune of 
the day. By thefe means the foldiers, nay the 
King himfelf, might be laid to have been exafpe- 
rated to a pitch of military enthufiafm : and in 

this 
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this enthufiadic rage they began and fought the 4 -D- 
moft bloody conflidt during the whole war. 

The action begun at nine o’clock in the morn- The battle 
ing (the 25th) near the village of Zorndorff, and 0 
laded till feven at night. The fire of the artillery 
was inexprefiible ; for two hours, at lead, the 
Pruffian artillery rained on the Ruffians like ffiowers 
from the heavens. Amidd this furious cannonade, The fm 7 
the mod dreadful that ever man beheld, the Ruffians piuflhns. 
Hood undaunted. The Mufcovite infantry were 
attacked fird, with an impetuofity enough to 
dagger the braved veterans of any civilized na- 
tion : but they dood like images : they fell in 
their ranks, and new regiments prefled forward 
to fupply new (laughter. They were fo infenfible The intre. 
of danger, or indifferent, as to their own parti- 
cular fate, that when the fird line had fired away bans, 
all their cartridges, they obdinately dood in that 
defencelefs condition, to be fliot at, like marks. 

If this may be called refidance ; the Ruffian in- 
fantry mud be allowed to have made a very great 
refidance ; and that the only way to gain a vidtory 
over fuch troops, was to dedroy them. The 
daughter, in courfe, became very great : but their 
army was numerous ; frefli bodies continually, pre- 
fented themfelves, and made the mod vigorous 
efforts : and if they, who are fatigued, can be 
faid to give way, it is certain that the Pruffian in- 
fantry were fo fatigued with the work of carnage, 
that, at length, they gave way, even fo far as to 
make the adtion doubtful on the Pruffian left ; 
till General Scidlitz, who commanded the Pruf- 

fian 
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A • fian cavalry, feeing them Hag and faint, and the 
1/i8 ’ Ruffian cavalry of their right wing endeavouring 
to improve the advantage, threw himfelf into 
the chafm, at the head of his own regiment of 
Their ca- guardes du corps, and the gend-arms ; routed the 
vau-y roi/t- R u (fi an cavalry, that knew not how to make 
ufe of the advantage, and then fell upon the in- 
fantry with an impetuofity, they were not able to 
withfland : for, being either fpent by the work 
they had already gone through, or difheartened 
by the approach of the horfe, and having loft 
their fupport, and the wind blowing the duft and 
fmoke in their faces, they fell back all on a fud- 
den, broke their ranks in fuch confufion, that 
they fired upon one another, and plundered their 
own baggage. By this time the Pruffian infantry 
was rallied, and being led to the charge by the 
A terrible King in perfon, the (laughter became more fhock- 
ing than ever. They drove the Ruffians into a 
narrow fpace, and continued the fight till feven 
o’clock with fuch regular fires, that every (hot had 
its full effedt. 

The Ruffians, forced, at laft, to quit the field 
of battle, formed themfelves into a fquare, in or- 
der to cover the remaining part of their baggage •, 
Parted by and pafied the night in that pofition : the dark- 
l!1 " n ’-' u * nefs of the night obliging both parties ro ceafe 
Battle re- hoftilities 5 which the King, who likewife main- 
newed * tained his ground, renewed next morning by a 
Ruffians cannonade. But the Ruffians foon gave way, 
gave way. abandoning their artillery and a great number of 
colours, (tandards, &c. jl he King did not give 

them 
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them time nor opportunity to recover but har- 
raffed them, all day, on every quarter. Neither 
could he put a flop to the effufion of blood. 

The cruelties of all forts committed by the enemy, 
and the fight of the many villages round about, 
which the Ruffians had fet on fire, irritated the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that it was almoft im- 
poffible to put a flop to their fury. 

Great dependance had been placed, by the con • Depend- 
federates againft Pruffia, on the fuccefs of this Auftwtns* 
day. If victory fhould declare againft Pruffia, 
her monarch muft have fubmitted to the terms of 
the confederacy. If the fortune of the day ffiould 
turn in favour of Pruffia, it was to be feared, not 
only that his Pruffian Majefty would return with 
more vigour and ftrength, to complete his fcheme 
in Saxony and Bohemia, but that the Ruffians 
would be difpirited, and brought with difficulty, 
if at all, back to favour their operations this cam- 
paign. Therefore, when the news of this battle Mifiepre- 
v/as carried to Vienna, that court had the addrefs, f ? nted b 7 
or rather the confidence, to decide the fate of the of Vienna, 
arms, in this engagement, in favour of their con- 
federate Ruffians, in order to keep the Czarina in 
good temper towards her engagements x : but 

what 

x The account, which the court of Vienna has thought fit 
to publilh of this affair, is to this cfFedt : u That on the 25th 
of laft month the Pruffians came up at nine in the morning to 
attack the Ruffians, who, in order of battle, waited for theui ; 
but the firft charge fucceeded fo ill, that the former were re- 
pulfed with great lofs. The King afterwards made a new at- 
tack, which fucceeded no better than the firft. In fine, thefe 
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A. D. what is moft furprifing, the very general that 
*75 8 - wrote to Count Dohna, for leave to bury his 

dead, afferts his claim to the victory of this day* 
in a letter to the Ruffian minifter at the Hague 7 . 

The 

two attempts having proved fruitlefs, the King, by a moll 
rapid motion, brought all his cavalry to the center ; and hav- 
ing thus changed the order of battle, he caufed his cavalry tc 
ride full gallop againft the center of the Ruffian army, whereby 
he feparated the two wings of this army, and forced the left 
to fall back into the moralfes that lay behind it. 

« While this wing was in that perplexing fituation.it ceafec 
not firing upon its adverfaries, till a large detachment froir 
the right came to its affiftance. This relief enabled it tc 
charge in turn, and drive the enemy, who were purfued ir 
fuch a manner, that the fame day, the 25th, it was juft ir 
the fame pofition as at the beginning of the battle. The 26th 
•Te Deum was fung in the Ruffian army, which irritated the 
King of Pruffia to fuch a degree, that he immediately orderec 
his army to advance, but was fo well received by the Ruf 
fians, that he thought fit to ordei a retreat : yet, he made hi 
troops return a fecond time to the charge, but they were re 
pulfed again. 

“ This relation, which one may look upon as certain, anc 
bearing all the marks of ftriitell truth, fhews how cenfurabh 
the Berlin Gazetteer is, for continuing to maintain fails abfo 
Iutely invented, and the flrange exaggeration which he ha 
prefumed to utter on this event.” 

y The letter which Count GolofFkin, the Ruffian minifte 
at the Hague, received on this occafion, was to the followin; 
effeil. 

Head Quarters at Grofs Camin, Auguft 31. 

I have the honour to inform your excellency, that 0: 
the 23th of this moAth there was a bloody battle between th 
army under my command, and that of Pruffia, commande< 
by the King in perfon, which lafted from niiie in the morn 

inj 
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The Pruffians challenged the victory, and aflert 
that their lofs did not exceed 2000 men killed, 
wounded and prifoners : but make the lofs of the 
Ruffians 10,000 killed, 10,000 wounded, and 
moft of them mortally, and about 2000 prifoners : 
befides an immenfe train of artillery, thirty-feven 
colours, five ftandards, feveral kettle-drums, and 
their military cheft, containing 200,0000 1 . fterling 
in fpecie. 

Not only thefe extraordinary lofies evidence the 
right of victory in favour of his Pruffian Majefty; 
but it is clear from the confequences. The King 
delivered that part of his dominions from his ene- 
mies for the prefent •, and was at liberty to march 
dire&ly to the affiftance of his brother. Befides 
the number of prifoners of rank, amongft whom 
were feveral generals, the lofs of fo great a train 
of artillery, and the neceffity the Ruffians were 
under, to beg leave :.o bury their dead z , are cor- 
roborating 

ing till ten at night, when the enemy abandoned the field of 
battle, and retired. The next day we buried the (lain. We 
have taken twenty-fix pieces of cannon, and a great number 
of ftandards and colours from the enemy. I am with the 
army in fight of the enemy, and only wait for de Roman- 
zow’s divifion, which is to join me to-morrow, to purfue and 
entirely dilperfe the Prullians. I do not fend you at this time 
the journal of the army, being too bufy at prefent, but will 
not fail to acquaint your Excellency with what may after- 
wards happen. 

Fermer. 

z Letter from General Fermer to Count Dohna. 

€t As this day's battle hath left many dead to be buried, 
and many wounded men to be dreffed on both lides, I have 
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roborating circumftances to confirm the truth of 
the Pruffian account of the battle and victory 
over the Ruffian army near Cuftrin % 

hu 

, ./ X r ' . i i - • 

thought proper to afk your excellency, whether it would not 
be fit to conclude a fufpenfion of arms, for two or three days ? 
General Brown, who is extremely weak, by reafon of his 
wounds, having need of a room, and other conveniencies, 
which are neceflary in his prefent fituation, moft humbly in- 
treats his Majefty to fend a paffport for him and his attendants, 
that he may remove to a proper place. I have the honour to 
be, &c. 

Camp, Auguft 14, 

(25,N.S.) 1758. Count Fermer.' 

Count Dohnas Anfiver. 

“ I have the honour to anfwer the letter, which your Ex- 
cellency was pleafed to write to me yefterday ; and, in confe- 
quence of it, to inform you, that the King, my matter, having 
gained the battle, and remained matter of the field, his Ma- 
jefty will not fail to give the necefTary orders for burying the 
dead, and taking care of the wounded of both fides. His 
Majefty thinks, that a fufpenfion of arms is ufual, in the 
cafe of a fiege, but not after a battle. His excellency Gene- 
ral Brown, if ftill alive, fhall have the pafiports he afks moft 
readily ; and all poflible relief lhall be given to the other ge- 
nerals, who are prifoners. 

The cruel burning of villages, which is not yet difconti- 
nued, fhews an intention not to fpare the King’s eftates in any 
fhapc: But I fhall not now enter into repetitions, on a fubjeft I 
have fo often mentioned. I lhall only defire your Excellency 
to confider, what confequences fuch cruelties may have, if a 
ftop be not put to them. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Camp, Aug, 26, 1758. Count Dohna: 

a His Pruflian Majefty ’s letter to his minifters abroad, was 
conceived in the following terms. 

Auguft 26. 

I would not defer for a moment giving you notice of the 
complete viftory which heaven has juft granted to my arms 

over 
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His Prufiian Majefty was equally as expeditious A. *). 
in his return, as he had been rapid in his march Th '' v 
to Cuftrin. His abfence was no fooner known in trians take 

jelly's ab- 

over the grand Ruffian army, commanded by General Fermer. f ence# 

The battle was fought yefterday, the 25th, between Cuftrin 
and Tumbfel. As I had to do with an army greatly fuperior, 
and provided with a very numerous artillery, the engagement 
was long and obftinate, and lafted till the clofe of night ; but 
the defeat of the enemy hath been the greater and more de- 
cifive. Time will not permit me to enter into a detail of the 
circumftances of this aftion ; I lhall referve a more ample ac- 
count of it till next poll. All I can tell you now is, that the 
lofs of the Ruffians is very great. I have taken three of their 
lieutenant-generals, many cannon, and their military cheft. 

My troops fought with uncommon bravery, and like men who 
defended their country. Thefe are the firft circumftances I 
can give you of this great event, which will give a new face to 
affairs, and in which heaven feems to have interpofed fo re- 
markably, in order to enable me to difappoint the deftrudljve 
projects which my enemies had formed for the devaftation 
and ruin of my dominions. 

Frederick* 


This letter was foon after followed by a fecond. 

Luben, Sept. 5; 

(i I have at length reaped the fruits of my laft vidory over 
the Ruffians. Superior as they were in number, even after 
their defeat, they took an advantageous camp three leagues 
from the field of battle, where they halted till the 31ft of Au- 
guft, to colled the run-aways, and fecure their retreat. On 
that day they at laft took a refolution to retreat towards Po- 
land, by Lanfberg, after fetting fire to the greateft part of 
their baggage. I have fcnt General Manteuffel in purfuit of 
them ; and General Malchowlky hath already had an oppor- 
tunity to fall upon their rear, and hath taken three pieces of 
cannon. 


“ Whilft 
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A. D. Bohemia, than the armies of Auftrians, Saxons 
I758, and Imperialifts, which dreaded every motion of 
his troops, fwarmed about the little army he had 
left, under the command of his brother Henry, 
at Dippolfwalde ; and marched with full hopes of 
making themfelves matters of Saxony, Silefia, 
and even of Brandenburgh and Luiatia. . M. Daun 
undertook Prince Henry, and, quitting his ftrong 
encampment in the mountains, he brought his 
army to Stolpen, eaft of the Elbe, to cut off all 
communication with Drefden, and to favour the 
opeiations of his party. General Laudohn was 
detached to pillage the circle of Cotbus, &c. which 
he performed with great licentioufnefs. The 
Duke of Deux Fonts, who commanded the army 
of the Empire, entered Saxony, and made him- 
felf matter of Pima, and of the ftrong fortrefs of 
Sornenftein. 

Never did a general make fuch long and flying 
marches, in fo fmall a fpace of time. Never did 
a powerful enemy difcover greater tokens of fear, 
than his enemies, at his return. His Pruffian 

“ Whilft I was 'employed againft the Ruffians, Marfhal 
Daun, as well as the Prince of Deux-Ponts, advanced with 
all their forces, to the Elbe, to furround my brother Henry, 
which hath determined me to commit the further operations 
againft the Ruffians to Count Dohna, and again to turn my- 
felf againft the Auftrians. I left the camp at Cuftrin on the 
2d inftant, and am marching to Eufatia, bringing with me a 
good body of forces. I have reached Luben this day, the 
5th, and I expeft to arrive foon enough to difengage my bro- 
ther Henty, and difconcert the vaft projects of the Auftrians. 

Frederick.” 

• 

Majefly 
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Majefty reached Grafienheyn, with twenty-four -A. D. 
battalions and a great body of cavalry, on the 9th * 7 ^ 8 ' 
of September, and Drefden on the eleventh. As 
his Majefty advanced, the Auftrians withdrew 
from the frontiers of Brandenburgh ; General 
Laudohn abandoned all the Lower Lufatia, and 

I 

even the fortrefs of Peitz. Marfhal Daun re- 
tired from the neighbourhood of Drefden, and 
fell back as far as Zittau b . 


The 


b Marlhal Daun, having taken advantage of the King’s ab- 
fcnce, who was gone to fight the Ruffians, to fall upon Saxony 
with all his forces, in the month of July laft, the army of 
the empire having entered it on another fide, by Peterfwalde, 
Count Schmettau, governor of Drefden, thought that place 
in fuch imminent danger, that he found himfelf indifpenfably 
obliged to take every poffible meafure to guard againft a fur- 
prize, and to hinder the Auftrians from carrying the place 
by a coup de main. Aft enterprize of this nature would have 
been the more eafy, as moft of the houfes of the fuburbs, 
from the gate of Pirna to that of WilfdrufF, abfolutely com- 
mand the body of the town, both by their prodigious height, 
being fix or feven ftories high, and by their proximity to the 
rampart. From this confideration Count Schmettau caufed it 
to be declared to the court, by M. de Bofe, chief cup-bearer, 
that as foon as the enemy fhould make a ffiew of attacking 
Drefden, he would find himfelf under the difagreeable necef- 
fity of burning the fuburbs; and that, for that end, he had 
juft put combuftible matters in the higheft houfes, and thofe 
next the rampart, that his orders for that purpofe might be 
fpeedily executed, whenever the reafons of war obliged him 
to iffue them, in his own defence. The fame declaration was 
made to the magiftrates, the governor having fern for the 
burgo-mafter to come to him. The court and the city earneftly 
implored, that this misfortune might be averted from the in- 
habitants ; but the governor infilled, that it would be indif- 
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Thefe motions were ftrong indications of ter- 
ror ; but an overflight in the encampment of the 
Pruflian army foon changed the fcene, and fpi- 
rited up Count Daun into a refolution to furprize 
their right flank. Though his Pruflian Majefty 
had joined his brother, he was not in a condition 
to diflodge the Imperialifts from the ftrong camp 

penfably neceflary to come to that extremity, if the enemy 
themfelves would pay no refpedt to the royal refidence ; and 
caufed every thing to be got ready for the execution of his 
threats. 

Mean while the city, as well as the Hates of Saxony, who 
were then aflembled at Drefden, fent a deputation to M. de 
Borcke, the King's minifter, to intreat him to intercede with 
the governor in their behalf. M. de Borcke, after conferring 
with Count Schmettau, anfwered them, that it depended on 
the court and the city themfelves, to prevent the attacking of 
Drefden ; but that if the Auftrians fhould attack it, it would 
be impofHble to fpare the luburbs, the houfes of which com- 
manded che ramparts, the governor having exprefs orders to 
defend himfelf to the lafl extremity. The minifter, at the 
fame time, pointed out to them the imminent danger to which 
the city and the caftle, and even the royal family, would be 
expofed, if he fhould be forced to come to that extremity, as 
the fire of the fuburb could not fail, without a miracle, to 
reach the town and make terrible havock : He at the fame 
time conjured the deputies of the ftates, to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to divert the florin, and not to confider the go- 
vernor’s declaration as a vain threat, for he could affine them, 
upon his honour, that upon the firing of the firft cannon againft 
the town, they would fee the fuburbs on fire. 

Marfhal Daun happily changed his refolution, upon the 
King's approach, who was returning victorious from Zorn- 
dorft ; and the governor of Drefden, yielding to the entreaties 
of the inhabitants, ordered the combuftible nutters, with 
which he had filled the houfes, to be removed, 
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at Pirna •, nor to attack M. Daun, encamped more A. D. 
ftrongly at Stolpen, with bridges of communica- 
tion caft over the Elbe. He had no hopes in any 
other means, than fo to place himfelf, as to be 
able to cut off their provifions. With this inten- 
tion his Majefty marched to Bautzen, in which 
flation he could communicate with Prince Henry’s 
army, cover Brandenburg and fuccour Silefia *, 
which obliged Daun to retreat to Zittau ; and 
from thence to Rittlitz ; in hopes of fome fa- 
vourable circumftance to enable him to attack the 
Pruflians with advantage, or to prevent the King 
from fuccouring Silefia, where the fiege of Neis 
was formed. As the Auftrian general retired, Adrian. 

i . . ° retreat. 

his Majefty advanced, with the like hopes to force 
him to a battle, or to penetrate into Silefia. Ge- 
neral Retzow was, for that purpofe, detached to 
take pofiefiion of Weifienberg, which he effeded. 

The whole army marched, difpoflefled the Auftnans 
from the village of Huc’nkirchen, and encamped 
in its neighbourhood: but negleded to occupy Kind’s 
the heights, that commanded that village. This °^ eni s ht - 
overfight was readily improved by M. Daun. takes the 
By this way it was poflible to penetrate through advanta £ e * 
the flank of the enemy : and that was fufficient to 
difconcert, and in all probability, to ruin the whole 
Pruflian army. The cautious Daun feized the 
opportunity, and concerted meafures with the Im- 
perial general, for carrying his defign into execu- 
tion ; employed the flower of his whole army in 
this important fervice, and pitched upon a very 
dark night for the furprize. The night between 
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the 13 th and 14th of Odober, favoured his de 
flgn. It was not only dark, but very foggy. Th 
troops moved, in three columns, with great fe 
crecy, and after gaining the heights, above-men 
tioned, they poured down upon the village of Huch 
kirchen, cut to pieces a few companies polled in it 
and gained pofieffion of that advantageous poll. 

This ffiock was fo fudden and unexpected tha 
the Pruflians had not time to ftrike their tents 
before the enemy was furioufly cutting their wa] 
in the midft of their camp. The three column: 
were fo well conducted, that they arrived at thei 
refpective ftations without confufion, before the) 
were difcovered. The Pruflians ran to their armj 
half naked j and without any order. The actior 
began at Huchkirchen about four o’clock in the 
morning, and was continued fome time before the 
King was fufficiently apprized thereof. How- 
even, his general officers in that quarter made a 
vigorous Hand, and without regard to precedence 
or regiment, alfembled, arranged and led the 
troops, that could get their, arms, up to the at- 
tack. In the beginning of this engagement Mar- 
flial Keith was killed by two mufkec-balls ; and 
Prince Francis, of Brunfwick, loft his head by a 
cannon-ball, as he was mounting his horfe. The 
lofs of two fuch principal commanders increafed 
the danger, as well as difficulties of this battle. 
The King had the whole condud upon his own 
hands, when he raoft wanted affiftance. 

The King, alarmed in the midft of an horrid 
carnage* exerted all his perlonal adivity, recol- 

lcdion 
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ie&ion and addrefs, and made the beft difpofitions, ^D. 
and oppofed the efforts of the enemy in the beft 
manner he could, in fo dark a night and fuch 
confufion. He was prefent every where, animating 
his troops with the greateft prefence of mind, and 
by expofing his own perlon to the fame dangers, 
which he called upon them to face. A conduct 
that ferved him in more fteaa, at that critical 
juncture, than his arms j and in fome meafure 
prevented the unfortunate blow, under which his 
caufe might probably have funk. 

M. Daun had undertaken the grand attack of Not able 
the Prufllan right wing, where the King com- help "from 
manded, and had taken proper meafures not only h, . s Ieft 
to furprife, but to deprive it of all means of re- 
inforcement.- So that, when his Pruffian Majefty 
grew diffident of his own ftrength, and found 
himfelf hard preffed, he could get no affiftance 
from his left wing, which was at that inftant vi- 
goroufly attacked by the Auftrians, when he fent 
for a large detachment from thence, to reinforce 
his right wing. However, this would not have 
been, fufficient to oblige him to retreat, had the 
attack on the village of Huchkirchen failed. The 
poffeffion of this poft determined the fate of the 
day. The difpute was hotteft there. M. Daun 
charged General Laudhon with that part of the 
attack. This general, as above, furprized the 
free companies in it, and cut them to pieces. The 
Pruffians, fenfible of the importance of this vil- 
lage, attacked the Auftrians with the utmoft fury ; 
but they were repulfed, once, twice and thrice, 

with 
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with equal bravery on both fides. Yet a fourt 


■Refolves to 
jttreat. 


aflault carried the poll after a moft obftinate an 
bloody difpute. M. Daun’s fcheme dependin 
chiefly on the pofieflion of this village, he was the 
refolved to make every poffible effort to regain it 
and by reiterated attacks, with frefh troops cor 
tinually pouring down upon it, he drove tf 
Prufiians out, at laft, but not without an exceedin 
great lofs of his men. 

Thus deprived of his beft officers ; not in 
condition to draw any advantage from his left 
driven out of his moft important poft; havin 
loft a great number of men and officers *, and di 
pairing of vi&ory, his Majefty refolved to retre 
about nine o’clock in the morning : and thouc 
the foldiers had never been properly drawn up 
order, and were embarrafied by their tents, whic 
continued (landing during the whole a&ion, t! 
retreat was performed in good order, and witho 
further lofs, to the aftonifhment of all, under t 
cover of a great fire from the Pruffian artiller 
which on that occafion was placed in the center 
his van. 

There is fomething extremely furprizi 
on this ac- t h roU o;hout this whole affair: and from eve 

tion. o 

point rays of glory encircle his Pruffian IV 
jefty. Here we read of an army under t 
command of the greateft generals of the age, fi 
prized in fuch a fatal manner, that the out-guai 
could not give the alarm of the enemy’s approa 
Here alfo we read of an inferior army furprized 
their deep; running half naked to- their arn 
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recovering their order •, fighting defperately for a. D. 
five hours, and at laft making fuch an orderly re- 
treat, that the enemy durft not purfue. Here the 
King’s generalfhip appeared with the greateft luftre, 
when he mod wanted wifdom and courage. The 
wing attacked was at a great diftance from his own 
quarters : two of his principal commanders of it 
were flain at the firft onfet - 9 others were taken pri- 
foners ; the whole wing were ready to turn their 
backs upon the enemy : yet his Majefty gal- 
lopped up to the leat of greateft danger, drew 
fome regularity from diforder, arranged the different 
corps, altered pofitions, reinforced weak pofts, 
encouraged the foldiery •, twice repulfed the enemy ; 
attacked them four times ; and being overborn 
only by numbers and fatigue, made an orderly re- 
treat. Thefe are adtions that were never found 
in any general before, and are to be looked for 
only in that grand refource of military abilities the 
King of Pruffia. 

His Pruflian Majefty fell back with his right h; s own 
wing to Weiffenbourg : his left remained at Baut- 
zem : and he fixed his head quarters at Doberf- 
chutz or Deebruchutz ; from whence he wrote to 
all his minifters at foreign courts, “ Having ac- 
“ quainted you by the laft c poft with the firft cir- 

“ cumftances 

c Whitehall, October zj.. 

This morning a meflenger arrived at the Earl of Holder- 
nclTe’s office, with letters .from Andrew Mitchell, Efq ; his 
Majefty ’s minifter to the King of Pruffia, dated the 1 6th in- 
flant from Drefden, importing, 


That 
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A.D. « cumftances of the attion on the 14th, I not; 
*75 8 * «« f en d the annexed relation d of that affair, whici 

“ yo 

« 

That on the 14th, at four in the morning, the right win 
of the Pruflian army, encamped at Hoh-Kirch, was une* 
peftedly attacked by the Auftrians, and put into fome confu 
fion ; but that the brave refiftance made by the regiments c 
the Margrave Charles, and the Prince of Pruffia, gave tim 
to the reft of the troops to get under arms ; and that, th 
King of Pruffia coming in perfon to that part of the arm> 
the enemy was repulfed. His Pruflian Majefty afterward 
thought proper to remove his camp from Hoh-Kirch, an 
retire with his right wing towards Budiffin ; fo that the poll : 
now occupies, is between Budiffin and Weiflenburg, with th 
head quarters at Deebruchutz. 

Marfhal Keith, and Prince Francis of Brunfwicb, wereun 
fortunately killed in the confuflon at the beginning of the ac 
tion. Prince Maurice of Deflau, and Major-General Geifl 
are llightly wounded. 

d An authentic relation, by the King of Pruffia, cf the batt 
on the llth infant. 

In the night between the 13th and 14th, M. Daun attacke 
our right, and as, befides the obfeurity of the night, whic 
was extremely dark, there was a very thick fog, the pandour: 
having diflodged our battalion franc, which were at the e> 
tremity of our flank, flipped by into the village and fet it o 
fire, which obliged the battalion that covered the flank of th 
village to abandon it and retire to fome diftance ; the Auftriar 
made feveral attempts to get by the village, but were repulfe 
as well by our infantry as our cavalry : at the fame time Gens 
ral Retzow, was attacked by the Prince of Durlach, but aft< 
having repulfed the enemy and taken 300 prifoners, he cam 
to join the army, of which the lefc was attacked at the fam 
time that it had received orders to re-inforce the right. 1 
confequence of thefe orders, the battalion de Seleift was d« 
tached, and had nearly effe&ed its purpofe, but being too f: 
advanced, to repulfe the enemy, could not re-join the arnv 
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*« you may boldly publifh in the place where you 
« are, as an authentic piece, written according to 
« the moft exaft truth ; in which I own my lofs, 

and was therefore obliged to throw down their arms. The 
poll on the right had been fuftained four hours and a half, and 
>t was ten o’clock in the morning when our army received or- 
ders to retire. General Retzow joined it, and it now occupies 
the poll of Biertitz and Dobrefchutz. We have loft Marllial 
Keith and Prince Francis of Brunfwick, who can never be 
fufficiently regretted. Prince Maurice of Anhalt is wounded, 
and as he was going to Bautzen in a coach was taken prifoner. 
General de Geift is wounded in the arm, and Crockrow of 
the curafliers in the Ihoulder. 

The King, the Margrave, and all the generals prefent in 
the adtion, received contufions, or had horfes ftiot under them. 
We cannot exadlly eftimate our lofs, but are fure it does not 
exceed 3000. The darknefs of the night prevented the regi- 
ment on the right from llriking their tents, which greatly in- 
commoded them, and in confequence of which they fell into 
the enemy’s hands ; thefe, however, are misfortunes which in 
the chances of war, are fometimes inevitable. We have 
about 500 of the enemy prifoners, among whom is the Gene- 
ral, Marquis de Vittelefchi. We hope foon to give the public 
better news. — To this relation it may be added, that fince the 
writing of it our lofs is much dimini (hed by the return of a 
great number of foldiers, who were fcattered in the confufion. 
The lofs of the enemy is known to be far more confidcrable 
than ours. 

The Ruffian army is decamped from Stargard and is march- 
ing with great precipitation by Reetz and Kalies, two towns 
in the New Marche, on the frontiers of Poland. 

Marlhal Keith was (hot dead the firfl difcharge of the ene- 
my’s mufquetry. He received the bullet in his breaft, dropt 
down, and never fpoke a word afterward. 

Prince Francis of Brunfwick received his death by a cannon 
ball, which carried off his head juft as he was mounting his 
horfe. 
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“which is not great, without having recourfe to 
« fuch falfities as the court of Vienna and Peterf- 
« burg ufually fp.read on fuch occafions. You fee 
“ alfo by this detail that it was not a battle, but 
«* an attack of polls only ; by which the Auftrians 
“ gained no other advantage, than that of diflodg, 
“ ing my troops from an eminence, without daring 
« to follow me, and without being able to force 
* c me to retire above half a league, where I keep 
“ my ground and wait for them, ready to begin a 
“ fecond engagement, as foon as the opportunity 
“ offers. It is certain that the lofs of the enemy 
“ is much greater than mine j a circumftance, of 
“ which you will not fail to avail yourfelf : that 
“ the Auftrians may not impofe upon the public 
by falfe and exaggerated relations V* 

Confide: 

e The reader may judge of the juftnefs of his Pruffian Ma 
jefty’s remarks by the account that follows, firfl publifhed ir 
the Bruffels Gazette, October 50. 

Account of the battle fought the \\th of October , 1 758, at Hoc t 
Kirchen in Lufatia , by the Imperial and Royal army under Field 
Flarjbal Count Dautt , and of the complete *vi£lory it obtained 
over that of the King of Prujfa y commanded by the King u 
perfon . 

“ The enemy marched on the 10th inftant, and came an< 
encamped in fight of the imperial and royal army, their righ 
occupying the eminences of Hoch-Kirchen, and their left ex 
tending to Kottitz. The King of Pruffia made the mor 
halte to take that pofition, as he judged it moft necefiary bot 
to fecure the communication with Silefia, by Gorlitz, and alf 
to fupport the body of troops, about 8000 ftrong, which oc 
cupied the advantageous camp of WeiiTenberg, and which w 
refolved to attack on the 1 ith, and cut off from the main bod 
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Confider this reprefentation of the affair at Hock- 
kerchen, and it will be found that his Pruffian 

Majefty’s 

of the army. This motion of the King determined the Mar- 
fhal to advance his right: he caufed the hill of Strombergto 
be immediately occupied by live battalions, and the village of 
GlofTe by four battalions of grenadiers. Both thefe polls 
could be fupported by the right wing of the army. There was 
no time to lofe in taking this pofition, which hindered the Pruf- 
lians from marching to Gorlitz, without giving them battle. 
The King advanced towards the imperial and royal army ; and 
at the fame time the corps of YVeifienberg made a motion to 
take pofleffion of the hill of Stromberg, and confequently of 
the road to Gorlitz ; but feeing their defign prevented, this 
corps returned to their former poll. 

On the nth, the Marlhal reconnoitred the pofition of the 
enemy, and refolved to attack their right wing, though cover- 
ed by the eminences, and the poll of Hoch-Kirchen. The 
intrenchments and batteries upon the eminences, and at the 
village of Hoch-Kirchen, on which the King made his men 
work continually, rendered the execution of this defign very 
difficult. To make it fucceed, it was neceflary to find a way 
through the thick woods behind our army, to come at the ene- 
my with advantage. To judge by the event, it Ihould feem, 
that the King of Prulfia never dreamt of the polfibility of fuch 
an enterprize. The advantageous pofition of the imperial 
and royal army feemed indeed to render it mod expedient to 
wait for the enemy, who could not execute their defign' with- 
out coming to a general aCtion ; but as fcon as the marlhal 
was informed, that the obftacle, occafioned by the difficulty of 
the roads, might be removed, the ardour of the officers and 
private men, who were mod eager to engage, and the fecurity 
of the enemy, who by their motions appeared to have not the 
lead expectation of being attacked, confirmed him in the re- 
folution to begin the attack, notwithllanding the great difficul- 
ties he had to furmount. 

The Marflial no fooner laid thefe motives before the gene- 
ral officers of his army, than an attack was unanimoudy re- 
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Majefty’s greateft lofs happened in the death o: 
his favourite general M. Keith. This was an ir- 
reparable 

folvcd on. It was to have been executed the 13th j but th- 
large compafs which the artillery was obliged to make, an< 
the obftacles which Hood in the way of fome difpofitions ne 
ceffary for fecuring the fuccefs of the enterprize, made it b 
deferred till next day. The more to deceive the King of Prul 
fia, the marlhal had on the 1 ith caufed barricades of trees t< 
be made in the wood on his left, that is to fay, oppofite to th 
right wing of the enemy ; and redoubts to be raifed at prope 
diftances along the front of his own army. At the fame tim 
M. de Laudohn had orders to pofthimfelf near this wood. 

All thefe difpofitions being at laft completed, the MarfliaT 
plan was executed with all poflible exaftnefs. The differer 
columns and the artillery, dellined for the attack, having tra 
verfed the woods by very difficult roads, arrived about four i 
the morning, within gun Ihot of the advanced polls of th 
enemy, without being perceived. At five o’clock all the cc 
lumns attacked at once ; and though iome deferters had gon 
over to the enemy in the night, their reports only ferved t 
increafe their fecurity ; for all that they could tell them wa: 
th?t our left marched backwards. Before day-light the ac 
vanced guards of the columns, and the corps under M. de Lau 
dohn, had with great bravery made themfelves mailers of th 
poll of Hoch-Kirchen, and alio of the eminences behind th 
camp. At day-break our foot were poll'clled of the eminence: 
and were formed in order of battle in the very camp of th 
Pruffians. A few minutes alter this the Duke of Arember 
attacked their left, and made himlelf mailer alfo of the r< 
doubts the enemy had there. Notwithftanding the obllinai 
defence of the enemy, they were forced to yield to the viv; 
city of the attack made by our infantry, which, without b< 
ing fupported by artillery, broke their ranks in fome placi 
fwoid in hand, in others with their bayonets fixed. 

Our van-guard and grenadiers feeing the enemy driven froi 
Hock Kirchen, and their right retiring, likening only to th 
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reparable misfortune to lole fo great a matter ex- 
perienced in the art of war. But every other 

damage 

ardour of their zeal, purfucd them, contrary to the Marfhal’s 
exprefs orders. Mean time the enemy’s infantry rallied, and 
obliged ours to retire. At the fame inftant Hoch-Kirchen was 
attacked by the flower of the Pruffian troops, and the lire of 
the artillery and /mall arms began to be extremely hot. 

The enemy, after returning three times to the charge, at 
length made themfelves mailers of part of the village: but as 
the fate of the day depended upon that pod, they met with the 
moil vigorous reliftance. To fuftain this pod, the regiments 
of Clerici, Bathyani, Stachtenberg, Vieux-Colloredo, and 
after them thofe of Arbers, Los-Rios, andPuella, were made 
to advance fucceflively, as alfo the carabiniers and horfe gre- 
nadiers, under the command of the Count d’Ayfias. The 
regiment of Clerici differed greatly on this occafion ; but that 
of Bathyani took four colours, and 300 prifoners. Whild the 
marlhal was doing his utmod to fupport our troops at Hoch- 
Kirchen, the red of our left kept a continual fire upon the 
enemy without coming to a clofe engagement, till they were 
fure that we Ihould be abfolutely mafiers of that important pod. 
The unfhaken firmnefs of the imperial and royal troops hav- 
ing at length deprived the Pruffians of all hope of retaking i t 9 
they retired under the fire of a numerous artillery, which was 
placed in the center of their camp. Field-Marlhal Keith, 
who commanded the right of the enemy in this bloody battle, 
was killed, as were Prince Francis of Brunfvvick and General 
Kleid. The former was interred, after the battle, with all 
the honours due to his rank. 

While the battle was fought with fo great warmth on that 
fide, the horfe of our left were forced to give way ; but by the 
indefatigable zeal of Count O’Donnel, general of horfe, and 
the other generals, they were immediately rallied ; Count 
Lafcy, on his fide, with five companies of horfe grenadiers 
and carabiniers, draughted from the regiments of Deux-Ponts, 
O’Donnel, Serbelloni, Anfpach, and Buccow, fell upon the 
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damage of his army might be eafily repaired. 
Therefore we fee his Majefty waiting for the ene- 
my 

enemy’s foot which were marching againft our left. The 
bravery of thefe troops foon recovered our former advantages, 
and the condutt of the general, who commanded them, greatly 
contributed to the fuccefs of the aftion. M. de Tillier, major- 
general, merits the fame praife. Both difplayed, on this me- 
morable day, no lefs fkill than bravery. 

The terrible fire of the Prulfian artillery and fmall arms 
having greatly thinned the ranks of our foot, the marfhal 
made them clofe as much as polfible, and again led them 
againft the enemy. At the fame time, Baron Buccow and 
the Duke of Aremberg, forced their way through defiles, 
which they had orders to pafs ; and the continual fire they 
made upon the enemy, forced them to retire. A part of the 
infantry and cavalry, which compofed the corps at Weiflem- 
berg, attempted to go to the aliiftance of the left of the Pruf- 
fians: but Baron Buccow immediately caufed the regiments of 
O’Donnel and Anhalt Zerbft, commanded by the Generals 
Count de Zollern and Bettovv, to advance, who attacked the 
head of this reinforcement with fo much vigour, that it was 
nofooner attacked, than routed. 

Seeing themfelves thus vanquilhed on every fide, not by fu- 
periority of numbers, but folely by the valour of our troops, 
the enemy retired, to gain the eminences behind them, which 
favoured their retreat. At nine o’clock their fire flackened 
confiderably, and they wholly retired to the plain of Predlitz, 
where the good countenance of their cavalry gave the reft of 
their army time to form. 

All was over by ten, and the Marfhal fent M. de Laudohn, 
with three regiments of dragoons, viz. thofe of Lowenftein 
Dcux-Ponts, and Darmrtadt, to purfue the enemy. 

We took the whole camp of the Pruflians and all their bag- 
gage. The regiments of their right wing had fcarce time to 
take up their arms. The number of cannon we took at the 
beginning of the affair, during the adtion, and in the purfuit, 

amounts 
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my at about half a league diftance from the field A. E 
of battle, (if this attack of polls may be allowed 17 ^ 
that name) and daring the Auftrians to return to 
the charge, but without effedl. Daun refumed his M. Dm 
old fcheme of a&ing upon thedefenfive. He had XftS 
paid very dear, in this lad affair, for hazarding an bnltle * 
attack under the mod favourable circumdances to 
promife him fuccefs. Having miffed of his aim, 
where he fought with every advantage on his fide ; 
he dared not rifk another battle, upon equal terms, 

amounts to 101, among which are eight 24, and thirty-feven 
12 pounders. A great quantity of ammunition and warlike 
implements have alio fallen into our hands, and more are Hill 
bringing in, as well as artillery. We have taken upwards of 
28 colours and two ftandards from the enemy. Thefe un- 
doubted proofs of victory were prefented on the 1 8th to their 
Imperial and Royal Majefties by M. de Tillier. 

We may compute the lofs of the enemy already, in killed, 
wounded, anddeferters, at 10,000 at lealt. We cannot juflly 
tell what our lofs is. 

The great number of dead that covered the ground, and 
the cold, which began to be very fevere, determined the mar- 
Ihal to make the troops, already greatly fatigued, return to 
their old camp. His excellency, however, left the brigade of 
Count Colloredo, with the companies of grenadiers and cara- 
biniers, on the held of battle, to bury the dead, and take care 
of the wounded. The camp, of which we made ourfelves 
mailers, was given up to be pillaged. According to the ad- 
vices we have received, the enemy encamped the night after 
the battle at Klein Bautzen.” 

By a lift annexed to the above relation, the Auftrians make 
the total of their killed 1020 ; and of their wounded 3972, 
the miffing not mentioned. Thus by the Auftrian accounts 
of their lofs, it exceeded that of the Pruffians by fome thou- 
fands, the whole lofs of the latter in killed, wounded and 
nulling, being only 3000 men. 
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with a general and an army, rendered more vigi- 
lant and refolute by the check they had received, 
and eager to wipe off that imaginary difgrace of 
fuffering an enemy, that flew from them by day, 
to furprize them afleep in their tents, like thieves, 
under the cover of the night. For, this very 
Daun, who boafted of his dubious victory, inftead 
of purfuing the Pruffians, or feeking to improve 
his pretended fuccefs in the late aCtion, entrenched 
his forces up to the teeth, and fortified himfelf 
with a numerous artillery on the eminences about 
his camp, to fecure his army from an attack, by 
thofe he vainly reprefented to be a vanquifhed 
enemy. 

His Pruffian Majefty in this fituation, having 
no hopes to draw the Auftrians to a fair engage- 
ment, and taught, by experience, the danger of 
attacking them in fuch an advantageous camp: 
feeing alfo the neceffity of his immediate afiiftance 
both in Saxony, to counteract the united force of 
the Auftrians and Imperialifts, and in Silefia, al- 
ready over-run by the Auftrians, and upon the 
eve of forcing Neifs to furrender to his enemies, 
determined in this dilemma, not to watch the un- 
certain motions of M. Daun, nor to prefer the 
covering of Saxony, to his more important in- 
tereft in Silefia, he ordered a large detachment to 
march under Prince Henry from Saxony, to en- 
able him to raife the fiege of Neifs , and on the 
24th of October, broke up his own camp at Do- 
herfchutz, and marched to Gorlitz. However, 
this was not done with that fecrecy, but Daun was 

foon 
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foon apprized of it, and penetrated into the King’s A • D. 
intention. Gorlitz was a port:, which would give * /58 ’ 
the party in pofieffion a confiderable advantage. 

The Auftrian general therefore made a pufh to fe- Purfued 
cure it before the Pruffians : But they got no fur- Auftdans 
ther than Landfcron. Here a fkirmifli enfued 
with the Pruffian vanguard. The Auftrians were Andrians 
worfted and loft 800 men •, by which Daun loft all worfteJ - 
the advantages gained at Hochkirchen, and his 
advantageous encampment after that aiftion. Ge- 
neral Laudohn was detached with 24,000 men to 
follow the Pruffians, but with no effedl. The 
road was entirely open from Gorlitz into Silefia, 
and his Pruffian Majefty purfued his march with- 
out any material interruption to NolTen in the 
neighbourhood of Neifs ; where his whole army 
arrived on the 6ch of November. 

Neifs had been inverted ever fince the 4th of 
Auguft, and profecuted with the utmoft vigour 
by the Generals Harfch and de Ville, from the 
3d of O&ober. The garrifon defended it with The King 
the greateft bravery, determined not to furrender thenei^hl 
without the King’s fpecial order •, who, to their b ° l L 1 i Il ?, ocl 
great joy, advanced to their relief on the 7th of 
November. The Auftrian General immediately Siege Qf 
raifed the fiege, leaving a confiderable quantity ra,r ' 
of ammunition and ftores behind him f , and re- 

f 22,000 cannon balls of 241b. wt. 23,000 ditto of 12 lb. 
wt. 1700 bomb fhells of 75 lb. wt. 3900 ditto 50 lb. wt. 6100 
ditto of 30 lb. wt. 6000 ditto of 10 and 7 lb, wt. 200 000 
granadoes; 500 iron crows, looojoifts, 500 thick planks for 
batteries, and 1 0 gunpowder magazines. 

Z 4 parted 
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palled the Neils •, but not without confiderable 
lofs ; for General Trelkovv, the governor of Neifs, 
who had behaved with fo much gallantry and con- 
dud in the fiege, fallied out upon the fugitives, 
and cut between feven and 800 pandours to pieces. 
The Auftrians, who had blockaded Cofel for fome 
time, received the panic, and made the beft of 
their way to join the army retired from before 
Neifs ; and thefe united retreated with great pre- 
cipitation into Aultiian Silelia and Bohemia. 

Thus the main point, which was laboured by 
M. Daun, to prevent the King of Pruflia’s raif- 
ing the fiege of Neifs, after the action at Hock- 
kirchen, being rendered abortive ; his next point 
in view was to take the advantage of his Majefty’s 
abfence, and the confiderable diftance of his army, 
to wreft Saxony out of his pofieflion. So that 
having failed of fecuring the pafs at Gorlitz, the 
Aultrian General, formed a fcheme to reduce 
Drefden, Leipfick, and Torgau. For this pur- 
pofe, he undertook Drefden with the main bodv 
of his own army : he committed the redu&ion of 
Leipfick, to the Prince de Deuxponts : and Tor- 
gau, to a corps under General Haddick : on a 
prefumption, that Prince Henry had not fufficient 
ftrength to maintain his ground. 

Intent upon this plan of operations, and hav- 
ing no force to obftrud his march. Count Daun, 
on the 6th of November, paffed the Elbe at Pirna, 
wiwi 6o,oco men, in expectation of the furrender 
of Drefden upon his appearance. The army of 
the Empire had cut off Prince Henry’s commu- 
nication 
4 
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nication with Leipfick, and had alfo inverted it. A. D. 
Genera] Haddick marched with all expedition to l/s8 ‘ 
Torgau. 

Prince Henry in tnefe ftraits, threw himfelf into Prince 
the city of Drefaen, and retired to the otherfide treats! 1E * 
of the Elbe, and left General Schmettau, with 
12,000 men, to defend the city, of great extent 
and badly fortified. The Auftrian General, on Daun ap- 
the 7th, the very day his Pruffian Majefty raifed ?ore Dref- 
the fiege of Neifs, convinced the governor, that den * 
his defign was againft the capital, and drove him Thegover- 
to the neceffity to replace the combuftibles in the pares'fo'r 
houfes of the fuburbs, which furround the city lts defence * 
ditch and command the ramparts, and had been 
removed in the July preceeding, when Daun re- 
tired from before that city, on the approach of 
the King of Prufila, in his return from chaftifing 
the Ruffians near Curtrin. 

The neceffity of this refolution is accounted Reafons 
for, from the weaknefs of the fuburbs; it being for b , urn ' 
impoffible for the governor to prevent the ene- fuburbs. 
my’s getting pofTeffion of them by a coup de main ; 
moft of the houfes within the fuburbs, from the 
gate of Pirna to the gate of Wilfdruff, command- 
ing the body of the town, not only by their proxi- 
mity ro the ramparts, but by their prodigious 
height of feven and eight ftories. However this 
was a moft deplorable expedient to fave the city. 

For, thefe fuburbs were equal to one of the fineft 
cities in Europe, and much fuperior to Drefden 
within the wails •, both on account of its (lately 
buildings, inhabitants, and curious manufactories. 

The 
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The governor informed the court, by M. de 
Bofe, the chief cup-bearer, of his refolution. That 
if the enemy’s army fhouid approach the fuburbs, 
he would that inllant fet fire to them. Who re- 
ceived for anfwer, That the hands of the court 
being tied, they were obliged to acquiefce in all 
circumftances, and wait the lafl extremities ; 
therefore the governor might follow the motion of 
his own will, or do whatever he thought he could 
anfwer. Accordingly on the 8th, the enemy’s 
advanced troops having attacked the huflars and 
independent battalions, polled at Streifien and 
Gruene-Wiefe, and the Auflrians might find 
means, as the night drew on, to find their way 
pell-mell into the fubur'o, by repelling and pur- 
fuing the advanced polls, he firlt detached Colonel 
Itzenplitz, with 700 men and fome pieces of can- 
non, on the 9th in the morning, to take poll in 
the redoubts furrounding the fuburbs, to fupport 
the huflars and independent battalions in cafe of 
need •, and then about noon, forefeeing all his 
care that way would be to no purpofe, he renewed 
his remonflrance to the magiflrates of the town, 
that it would be abfolutely incumbent upon him to 
fet fire to the fuburbs, upon the firft appearance 
ot an Auftrian in them : and further told them, 
that this would be the lad notice he fhouid give 
them. But he got no other anfwer from them, 
but fh rugging of fnoulders and deploring the 
misfortune of their fellow citizens ; though the 
governor told them, that it was in the power of 
their court to avert the calamity. 


While 
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While the governor tried thefe fair means to pre- A. D. 
vent a conflagration, the Auftrian van-guard at- 17 $ 8 - 
tacked the advanced ports, and forced the huflars *h* 
and Monjou’s independent battalion to quit the advanced 
great garden and retire into the fuburbs. They 
then attacked the fmall redoubts, forced three of 
them, and penetrated to Zinzindorflf houfe, and 
the draw bridge of Pirna gate, on which they 
left one foldier killed ; and during this attack, 
the enemy’s cannon played into the city. Yet the 
governor did not proceed to extremities. Though 
this was an open attack upon both the fuburbs and 
the town,— mo houfe was fet on fire. The cannon Driven 
upon the ramparts drove the Auftrians back, and cannon^ 6 
before night he obliged them to quit the redoubts. 

In the mean time, the army under General Izen- 
plitz marched through the city, parted the Elbe, 
and encamped under the cannon of the New 
Town. General Meyer was charged with the de- 
fence of the fuburbs, with his independent batta- 
lions, and four others, with pofitive orders to fet 
fire to them, if he found reafon to proceed to that 
extremity, after giving notice to the inhabitants. 

The preparations for an afiault, by the enemy’s Auftrians 
erecting of batteries and planting cannon in the 
night, and the fmart fire upon thofe, who were city, 
fent beyond the barriers to reconnoitre, being re- 
ported to the governor, and he being convinced, 
that his ftrength was in no condition to prevent 
the Auftrians making themfelves mafters of the 
fuburbs, becaufe the height of the houles obftrudt- 
ed the fervice of the cannon from the ramparts, 

and 
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A. D. and the magiftrates and court not willing to inter- 
1758 ' pofe infuch a critical juncture, he permitted Ge- 
Subui-bs neral Mayer to give the fignal, and at three in the 
Sunn? morning of the ioth, the greateft part of the 
fuburb of Pirna, the houfes adjoining to the ditch, 
and two of the fuburb of Wilfdorff, were in 
flames 5 . The fix battalions, with the 700 men 
from the redoubts entered the town by the three 
gates, which were immediately barricaded; and 
after fix in the morning, there was not a Pruffian 
in the fuburbs notwithftanding the many falfe- 
hcods publiffied on this occafion, by the court of 
Vienna, to impeach the humanity of the Pruffian 
general : though the court of Drefden were fo fen- 
fible of his humane conduct, that they thanked 
him for the good order he caufed to be ob- 
ferved during thele troubles. 

M. Daun M. Daun pretended to be greatly furprized at 
rent°n- t h e fjo-ht of fhefe flames, and fent Colonel Sa- 

itrates a- o 7 

gainffc this * 

pioceed- g ^ lift of the houfes burnt in the fuburbs of Drefden, from the 
° certificate figned by the judges . 

Houfes, feven in the fifhmongers quarter ; 141 in the ram 
quarter; 82 in Pirna quarter; one in Halbe Gaffe quarter ; 
two in Seethor quarter ; nine in Poppitz quarter ; 23 in the 
bailiwick quarter ; the excife houfe, as alfo the excife houfe 
and guard houfe at Pima gate, and the excife and guard houfes 
at Seethor, In all 280 houfes. 

Perfons killed or hurt . 

In ram quarter ; two aged perfons burnt. 

In Pirna quarter ; a burgher killed by a cannon ball from 
the town ; a girl of 14, and a widow wounded. 

In Poppitz 'quarter; a woman killed by the independent 
battalion* 

voifky, 
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voifky to Count Schmettau, the governor, to en- A. D. 
quire, ‘ Whether it was by order, that the fuburbs I7sS ' 
were burnt in a royal refidence, which, he faid, 
was a thing unheard of among Chriftians ; and 
that he hoped that the city of Drefden would not 
be treated in the fame manner. The marfhal 
further fent his compliments to the court, and 
threatened the governor to be made refponfible, 
in his perfon, for what had been done, and for 
what might be done againft this royal refidence/ 

Count Schmettau returned for anfwer, ‘ That he The go- 
had the honour to be known to the marfnal ; that anfwer* 
he had orders to defend the town to the laft man : 
that his Excellency was too well acquainted with 
war, to be ignorant that the deftrudtion of the 
fuburbs, which the marfhal had attacked, was ac- 
cording to rule : that if he attacked the town the 
governor would defend himfelf from houfe to 
houfe, and from ftreet to ftreet, with the in- 
fantry of the whole army •, and then, if driven 
to the extremity, he would make his lafl effort 
in the royal palace, rather than abandon the city 
contrary to the command of his royal mafter.’ 

Loud were the outcries againft this aft of mili- Complin, 
tary power in a neutral city, and the refidence of ov-r^Eu 
a fovereign Prince. The governor. Count Schmet- ro P e * 
tau, exculpated himfelf of any a£t of cruelty or 
inhumanity, by the teftimony of M. de Bofe, the 
cup-bearer, whom his Excellency employed in all 
his meffages on this occafion to the court : and 
further by a certificate of the magiftrates of Dref- 
den, and of the judges of the fuburbs of the fame 

city 
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A. D. city h ; in contradi&ion to the memorial of the Saxon 
,758# minifter, the Refident M. Porikau’s memorial to 

the 

h The letter from M. de Bofe, chief cup-bearer to the court 
of Drefden, to Count Schmettau. 

“ I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency, in an- 
fwer to what you wrote to me this day ; I mufl own that ever 
fince you had the government of Drefden, I informed you of 
all that his Royal Highnefs charged me to tell you in his 
name, and I have likewife reported to his Highnefs, youf 
Excellency’s anfwers. 

“ As to the firft point, I alfo remember very well, that 
your Excellency charged me, in the month of July, to re- 
prefent to his Royal Highnefs, that if Marlhal Daun Ihould 
attack the city, you mull fet fire to the fuburbs, particularly 
the houfes that adjoined to the ditch; into which houfes, your 
Excellency immediately ordered combullibles to be put. I 
alfo remember, that upon the felicitations, which his Royal 
Highnefs made, by me, to your Excellency, you ordered 
them to be removed when Marlhal Daun retired ; and of this 
I alfo made an humble report. 

“ It is alfo true, that when Marlhal Daun was at Locko- 
witz, on the 1 8th of November lalt, your Excellency charged 
me to acquaint his Royal Highnefs, in your name, that, if 
Marlhal Daun Ihould approach near the town, and attack it, 
you Ihould be obliged to burn the fuburbs, and the houfes ad- 
joining the town ditch. Although l made feveral remonlirances 
to your Excellency from the court, you declared, that you was 
ordered by the King your mailer, to defend yourfelf to the 
laft extremity, and that you could not change your meafures, 
unlefs Marlhal Daun Ihould be prevailed with not to attack 
the town. To which I anfwered, in his Royal Highnefs ’s 
name, that he knew nothing of Marlhal Daun's defigns ; that 
he could not intermeddle in the operations of war, and would 
confequently be obliged to endure what he could not hinder. 

“ Laftly, it is well known, that your Excellency, during 
the fire, took every polfible meafure in the town, to prevent 

thefe 
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the diet of the Empire. In which it is fet forth, A. D. 

“ That by the violence of the flames, which was I75 ^' 

At the diet 
of the Em- 
pire. 

thefe excefles and diforders, which might have been appre- 
hended ; and his Royal Highnefs charged me to return you his 
thanks for it. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Dec. 4. 1758. Joachim Frederic de Bose.” 

Certificate of the magiftrates of Drefden. 

In confequence of orders received from his Excellency- 
Count Schmettau, lieutenant general and governor, we certify 
what we know concerning the burning of the fuburbs. Two 
perfons were burnt to death, two killed, three hurt, by the 
fire, and two wounded by the foldiers. 

We never heard, in any (hape, of a waggon full of goods, 
which they were endeavouring to fave, and which it was pre- 
tended was covered with combuftibles, and fo fet on fire ; nor 
of ninety perfons faid to have perifhed at the Hart, nor of the 
Auftrian troops, who, it is pretended, affifted in extinguifhing 
the flames. 

Drefden, Dec. 4, 1758. (L. S.) The magiftrates of Drefden, 

Certificate of the judges of the fuburb of Drefden. 

We the judges of the fuburb of Drefden, certify, and atteft, 
that at the time of the calamity that hath juft happened, things 
pafled in this manner. The combuitibles were re-placed on 
the 7th of November : and the magiftrates ordered all the 
judges to attend them: accordingly, Simon Stelzner, judge; 

John Chriftian, alderman ; John Michael Faber, and John 
Chriftian Kretfchmar, judges, attended, and were told, (be- 
ing enjoined at the fame time, to acquaint the other judges 
with it) to provide the houfes with water, to give notice to the 
landlords, and to keep the pumps ready, and endeavour to 
affift one another ; becaufe, if any misfortune fhould happen, 
the people of the town could not come to our affiftar.ee, nor 
could we go to their’s; and of this, we informed all the burghers. 

On 
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A- D. kept up by red-hot balls fired into the houfes and 
,/:>8 ‘ along the ftreets, the whole was inftantly on fire. — 
That a fhoemaker, endeavouring to fave his in- 
fant on a pillow, from burning in the flames, was 
flopped by a volunteer, who fnatched the babe 
from him, and threw it into the flames. — That 
a man having got his moveables loaded in a wag- 
gon, had them flopped by a Pruflian foldier, who 
covered the waggon with pitch, and fet it on fire. 
That a multitude of people, of all ages, inha- 
bitants of thofe populous fuburbs, periflied amidft 
the flames.- -That in the Angle inn, called the 
Golden-Hart, ninety perifhed.— That the Auftrian 
army beheld thefe horrible a 6 ts with indignation 
and rage. That they lent 500 carpenters into the 
fuburbs, to endeavour to extinguifh the flames, 
and that, melting with companion, their general 

On the 8th and 9th the Auftrian army approached the town $ 
and on the 9th, the Auftnan huflars forced their way to the 
fuburb of Pirna, and to Zinzendorf houfe. 

On the 10th, at two in the morning, fire was fet to the 
quarters at Pirna, Ram, and Wilfdorf, which confumed 266 
lioufes in all. 

There have been therefore in all, two perfons burnt, a man 
and a woman, greatly advanced in years, and whom it was 
impoflible to fave ; two killed, and two wounded. 

What has been laid of a waggon is falfe ; and it is equally 
falfe that ninety perfons perifhed at the Hart ; only four per- 
fons in ail having loft their lives, as we have juft mentioned, 
Laftly, it is falle, that the Auftrian carpenters afiifted us in 
extinguifhing the fire. We never faw one of them. 

We certify, that all the above is ftridly conformable to 
truth. 

Dec. 4, 1758. Signed by the ten judges of Drefden. 
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tried every method to prevent them.” Such were 
the infamous methods made ufe of by his ene- 
mies, to ftirup an animofity, and kindle a hatred 
againft his Pruflian Majefty j the greateft poten- 
tates upon earth, as they would be efteemed, in- 
venting, or countenancing the moft notorious 
fi&ions, to deprive him of the affe£tions of good 
men by their lies, whom they were not able to 
deftroy by their arms. 

M. Daun, deceived in his hopes to take Dref- ^ 
den by a coup de main, made a fhew of an inten- gun. 
tion to befiege it in form : but the news of Neifs 
being relieved ; and of the retreat of the Auftrians 
before the King of Prufiia ; and that his Majefty 
was returning to Saxony with his ufual rapidity, 
and ftrengthened by fuccefs, he raifed the fiege 
on the 17th, three days before the King could 
get to Drelden : and retired, with the army of the M. Daun 
Empire alfo, into Bohemia. 

As to the fate of Leipfick and Torgau. Count The fieges 
Dohna was ordered to march with 12,000 to the and^Tor^ 
relief of Torgau. The fame orders were fent to s au ,atled * 
General Wedel, who with a fmall army obferved 
the motions of the Swedes : who, being neareft 
to the place, threw himfelf into Torgau, before 
Haddick arrived there, and repulfed him with 
lofs when he made his attack. Count Dohna, 
being come up foon after, they united and pur- 
fued the Auftrians as far as Eulenburg. The fate 
of Haddick, and the approach of the Pruffians, 
ftruck fuch a terror, that the Prince of Deux Ponts 
did alfo raife the fiege of Leipfick. 

Vol. III. A a 
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A. D. The Auftrian operations had failed them. No 
17s8 ’ one advantagewas gained : and there were no more 
and impe- attempts thought of for this year. The Marfhal 
1C " g ot his forces into Bohemia and Auftrian 

Silefia, endeavoured to place them in fuch a man- 
ner for the winter ; as to form an immenfe chain 
Winter- * G f troops i fo as to cover the frontiers of Silefia 

quarters, r 

how form- and Saxony, and to communicate with the Impe- 
rial army, which continued the chain from thence, 
through Thuringia and Franconia ; where this 
army joined the quarters of Prince de Soubize, 
extending weftward, along the courfe of the Main 
and Lahn, to meet thofe of Marihal Contades, 
which ftretched to the Rhine, and connected the 
chain quite to the Maefe, fo as to command the 
whole courfe of the Rhine, upwards and down- 
wards. 

The ope- The Swedes, who, in the beginning of this year, 
tilt Swede!, teemed averfe to the war againft his Pruflian Ma- 
jefty ‘, were encouraged to enter upon aflion by 
the ablence of the Pruflian troops, obliged to un- 
dertake more important lervices than to watch the 
Their pro- motions of fo defpicable an enemy. Count Ha- 

gieis. 1 J 

milton, who commanded the Swedifh army, having 
no force to oppole him, when Dohna was marched 
with his troops to watch the motions of the Ruf- 
fians, and being reinforced with a confiderable 
number of men, took the field, diflodged the 
few Pruflians left in the frontier towns, recovered 
Swedifh Pomerania, entered the Pruflian territories 


i 
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and threatened Berlin itfelf with plunder and de- A. D. 
vaftation ; for his detachments penetrated as far as I/53 ' 
Zenderick and Fehrbellin, and within twenty-five 
miles of that capital. 

In this invafion the Swedes left fuch marks of Their bar. 
barbarity and cruelty, that it fhould feem the bailty- 
parties of the grand confederacy againft Prufiia 
had engaged to exceed each other in a&s of inhu- 
manity. The Swedes, who, in former wars, had 
always maintained the chara&er of a brave and 
generous enemy, dcbafed their martial fpirit with 
a meannefs, that is the ftrongeft indication of 
cruelty in a fordid mind. Though their ftrength 
did now exceed the force oppofed to them, at ieaft 
as four to one, they did nothing but forage, pil- 
fer, pillage, raife contributions, &c. Except 
fetting fire to houfes, they furpafied all their confe- 
derates in this manner of making war ; and when- 
ever they came, they behaved worle than Cof- 
facks and Calmucks. For as they had no ma- 
gazines formed, nor took proper meafures to be 
fupplied with provifions, they ftripped every place, 
where-ever they came, quite bare. In a great 
number of villages, they not only carried away 
the produce of the earth, the cattle and horfes, 
which they afterwards fold to the Jews ; but alfo, 
by order from their fuperiors, they trampled down 
and deftroyed the feed in the ground. 

General Wedel was detached from Saxony, with Repulfed. 
a body of troops, to check and repulfe thefe 
cruel invade s. Wedel arrived at Berlin, with 
eleven thouland effective men, on the 20th of 

A a 2 Sep* 
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A. D. September. General Hamilton immediately re- 
lys8 ‘ treated, at the approach of the Pruffians, leaving 
a garrifon of 1400 men in Fehrbellin, in order to 
ftop the Pruflian army in the purfuit of his main 
body, and with orders to defend the place to the 
very laft extremity. Accordingly they fuffered a 
fevere cannonade, by which every houfe in the town 
was damaged and then they difputed the ground 
from houfe to houfe. But the valour of thePruf- 
Their lofs. flan grenadiers prevailed, and the Swedes were at 
laft driven out, having loft 500 men 14 officers 
killed ; befides 222 private men and fome officers 
made prifoners. During this aftion the Prince of 
Bevern, who had been releafed, and retired to 
his government at Stettin, purfued the Swediih 
army with a detachment, harrafled their rear, and 
ruined a battalion of volunteers, of whom 72 
were taken prifoner, and 200 were flain. Which 
put an end to the fears of the city of Berlin, and 
obliged the enemy to evacuate the Pruflian ter- 
ritories, and feek for fafety once more under their 
own cannon of Stralfund ; where they entered 
into winter quarters ; and General Hamilton threw 
up his command, and refigned all his employ- 
ments, rather than be laid under the odious ne- 
ceffity of executing orders againft the innocent 
and helplefs, without power to face an enemy in 
the field. 

siege of General Fermor, after the battle of Zorndorf, 
Colberg. vvas f en fible, that he could not maintain his 
ground in Pomerania, during the winter ; except 
he could make himfelf mafter of a fea-port in that 

pro- 
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province, and thereby open a communication with A ■ D * 
Ruffia by Tea. Colberg, a fmall fea-port on the I ^ 8 ’ 
Baltick, and very indifferently fortified, prefented 
itfelf, as the mod certain objed for his defign. 

With this intention 15,000 Ruffians were de- 
tached •, who arrived before Colberg on the 3d of 
October, and opened their trenches in form, but RepuHed. 
with fuch little fuccefs, that after twenty-fix days. 

Major Heydon, their brave governor, without 
any reinforcement or fuccours of any kind, ob- 
liged them to raife the fiege. In which difgrace- 
ful manner the whole Ruffian army evacuated Po- 
merania, and fought for winter quarters beyond 
the Viftula k . 

Thus 

k In the night between the 26th and 27th of O&ober, the 
Ruffians before Colberg gave two fucceffive affaults ; but in 
both were repulfed, with the lofs of fome hundred men. 

Every thing was prepared for a general affault on the 29th, 
and troops were put into barges, in order to go down the river 
Perfante, under the cannon of the town ; but advice being re- 
ceived that Major-General Platen had defeated a Ruffian de- 
tachment near Greiffenburg, and that he was advancing by 
Treptow, the Ruffians determined the fame day to raife the 
fiege, to burn their bridge of communication upon the Per- 
fante, and retire on the other fide of the river. 

The garrifon feized this opportunity to fally out, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Schladen, and ruin the batteries and other 
works that had been raifed by the Ruffians. Thefe, who 
were not yet gone far, endeavoured to cut off the detachment 
that Tallied out; but being drawn under the cannon of the 
fortrefs, they were beat off with confiderable lofs. They re- 
treated by Coflin towards Bublitz, on the frontiers of Poland. 

In this march they compleated the ruin of the villages 
through which they paffed, ftripping the inhabitants of every 
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A. D. Thus we conclude the campaign in Germany, 
between the King of Pruffia and his moft formid- 
ofthe K able enemies. A campaign, which for its variety 
o( Pruffia’s G f events, and the fpirit and conduct of his Ma- 

campaign. / * 

jefty, exceeds all examples. We in the begin- 
ing beheld him, with admiration, invading Mo- 
Hisvari- ravia and inverting Olmutz : and all his fucceftes 
tune f0i * defeated, by one unfortunate ftroke. We faw 
him, with amazement, rife up victorious out of 
diftrefs •, penetrating into Bohemia, in fpite of a 
fuperior army at his heels, obliging Koninfgratz to 
open her gates to him •, marching to the Oder, rout- 
ing an army of Ruffians three times the number 
of his own ; returning to Saxony, and driving the 
Imperial and Auftrian armies before him. And, 
though he lort his moft able generals, and buffered 
fo great a lofs in his men and in his camp at 
Hochkirchen, his Majefty found fufficient re- 
fource in his military abilities, alternately to re- 
lieve Silefia from an Auftrian army, and to oblige 
the Auftrians and Imperialifts once more to eva- 
cuate Saxony •, when he had to contend with 
armies, that were each of them greatly fuperior 
to his in numbers, and commanded by generals 
Great abi- of approved courage and known experience. Six 
fuccefs " 1 fteges were raifed, at Colberg, at Neifie, at Cofel, 
at Drefden, at Torgau and at Leipfick, by him 
or his generals *, and his Pruffian Majefty could 
not be faid to have loft one inch of ground this 

thing of value, killing the cattle, and throwing into bogs the 
forage and grain they could not carry off ; belides committing 
an infinite number of other diforders not lefs enormous. 
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year, notwithftanding he was attacked by fo many A - D - 
formidable armies. ' 75S ‘ 

Though thefe are the principal adtions between Mcafures 
the belligerants in Germany, during the year 
1758, it is requifite for their illuftration, to lay tlie Auftri- 
before the reader fome particulars, which were in- deracy. 
tended to favour the enemies of Great Britain and 
their allies. 

It has been frequently reprefented as a Hate Againft 
invention, that religion had any fnare in the no- 

0 • r ttant rdi- 

litical views, and powerful alliance between Auflria g>on. 
and her allies : But, if reafon may be permitted 
to prefide, where judgment is to be palled on the 
proceedings of the Imperial court, this year, it 
cannot be difputed, that there was not a fettled 
intention to crulh the three great proteftant powers 
in Germany, by an open proftitution of the powers 
lodged by the Gertnannic conllitution in the Aulic 
council. For, on the 21ft of Auguft the fente nee Decree of 
of the ban of the empire was confirmed by the ^ n ^ llc 
Aulic council (the laft court of appeal from the the 
dyet of the empire) againfl the King of Pruflia •, teftant 
and, at the fame time, three decrees, or mandates, pjwers * 
were iftued againfl three other proteftant members 
of the empire: the firft againfl the King of Great 
Britain, as Elector of Brunfwick Lunenburgh ; 
the fecond againfl the Duke of Brunfwick Wolf- 
fenbuttle •, and the third againfl the Count of 
Lippe Buckeburgh. In that againfl his Britannic 
Majefty the ban of the empire was threatened, 
for having joined his troops to thofe of the Elector 
of Brandenburgh, and taking into his pay the 
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A. D. forces of feveral princes, in order to fupport that 
I5/8 ‘ Elector’s rebellion -for having ravaged the coun- 
tries of Elildefheim, Ofnaburg and Munfter 
for having taken a Pruffian general to command 
his troops, and with force and arms- invaded the 
countries of Paderborn, Juliers, Bergue, Cologne, 
Liege and Brabant, taking towns, befieging ci- 
ties, raifing contributions, and feizing the reve- 
nues ; and lafrly, for bringing foreign troops into 
the empire, taking pofleffion of Embden, and op- 
prelfing his co-eftates. His Majefty, for thefe 
offences, was ordered to withdraw his foreign 
troops from Germany immediately ; to defift from 
fupporting the rebellion of the Elector of Bran- 
denburgh *, to difband the troops he has taken 
into his pay j to make good the damages he had 
already done ; to give fecurity for his good behaviour 
for the future ; and, laftly, to join his contingent 
to the army of the empire, in order to punifh, 
in an exemplary manner, the rebellion that had 
been raifed, in open .violation of the Imperial 
decrees. 

SnnkMi- Sach an attem P c » in favour of France, to tye 
jefty. Elec- the hands of his Britannic Majefty, Elector of 
cover’s re- Hanover, &c. from defending his Germannic do- 
fb- minions, and fuccouring his allies, from an enemy 
unjuftly and unprovoked attacking, plundering, 
burning and laying their countries, villages, and 
towns defolate, required a mod explicit reply from 
the Ele&or of Hanover : and accordingly Baron 
Gemmingen, electoral minifterof Brunfwick Lune- 
bourg, prefented a memorial to the dyet of the 

Empire, 
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Empire, in which he fufficiently expofed the ini- A- D.- 
quity of the mandate of the Aulic council, and ' 7s8 ' 
the ingratitude of the Emperor and Emprefs- 
Queen, which could endeavour fo ungratefully 
to reward the fervices done by his Majefty to the 
Houfe of Audria ; as follows : “ His Britannic H i s Bri- 
Majefty, during the one and thirty years of his 
glorious reign, hath obferved fo irreproachable a tor 'of Ha- 
condud towards all his co-eftates of the Empire, mortal* To" 
without diftindion of religion, that no Prince of t j ied ‘ etof 
the Empire hath received greater proofs of efteem phe. 
and confidence than he can produce. His Ma- 
jefty hath, as much as the weakeft ftates, always 
obferved right and juftice. On the death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. he beheld the time, which 
will be a memorable asra in the hiftory of the 
Houfe of Auftria, when the crow r n of France 
poured numerous armies into the Empire to ex- 
tirpate that Houfe, and make itfelf mafter of 
Germany. His Majefty, in his double capacity 
of King and Eledor, placed himfelf in the breach ; 
he led in perfon the auxiliary army of her Ma- 
jefty the Emprefs-Queen, the greateftpartof which 
was compofed of his own troops : at the battle of 
Dettingen he expofed his facred perfon for that 
princefs ; and his Royal Highnefs, the Duke of 
Cumberland, his fon, ftill bears the fears of 
wounds there received. 

The year 1745, when his prefent Imperial Ma- 
jefty was chofen Emperor, is ftill recent in the 
memory of all the ftates of the Empire, as well 
as the pains, which his Britannic Majefty took 

upon 
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A. D. upon that occafion. He purchafed the preferva. 

I758 ‘ tion of the Houfe of Auftria, which was effected 
by the peace of Aix-la-Chapeile, with the blood 
and treasure of his fubiedts, and by means of the 
moft important conquefts of his crown. He 
hath endeavoured to maintain the Imperial crown 
in that Houfe, by negociations for the election of 
a King of the Romans. The treaty of fucceffion 
concluded with the Duke of Modena, and the 
aggrandifement refulting from it to the Houfe of 
Auftria, were owing to his Majefty’s friendlhip.” 

After fetting forth the ingratitude of the Houfe 
of Auftria, it proceeds thus : 

“ His Majefty, as Eleftor, is charged, firft. 
With not conforming to the refolutions taken the 
17th of January, and 9th of May, laft year; 
but, on the contrary, refufmg his concurrence, 
and declaring for a neutrality : fecondly, With 
giving fuccours, aid, and aftiftance, to his Ma- 
jefty the King of Pruftia, entering into an alliance 
e with that Prince, joining his troops to thofe of 
Pruftia, under the command of a general in the 
fervice of his Prufiian Majefty, of fending Eng- 
lifh troops into Germany, and making them take 
poftfeflion of the city of Embden, and employing 
the auxiliary troops of fome other ftates of the 
Empire : and, thirdly. It is complained that con- 
tributions have been exadled, in his Majefty’s 
name, of divers ftates of the Empire. 

With regard to the firft charge, it is very true 
that, in the deliberations of the diet of the Em- 
pire, the beginning of laft year, it was given as 
* his 
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his Majefty’s opinion, as well as that of moft of 
his proteftant co-eftates, that the prefent troubles 
Ihould be amicably terminated. His Majefty, in 
giving his opinion, had, as ufual, no other view 
than what equity and the good of the Germannic 
Empire feemed to him to require. Whatever judg- 
ment fliall be formed of the unhappy war that 
hath broke out, the public will always remember, 
that by a bare declaration of her Majefty the Em- 
prefs-Queen, “ That Ihe would not attack his 
Pruflian Majefty,” the rupture would have been 
avoided, and the effuinon of much blood, as well 
as the defolation of Germany, prevented. The 
ftates that have fuffered by the calamities of the 
war, may judge whether the way, that was taken, 
was the fhorteft for the re-eftablifhment of peace, 
l'o much to be defined ; and whether it were not 
to be wifhed, that, laying afide all private views, 
his Britannic Majeity’s propofal had been fol- 
lowed. 

It is true, his Majefty took no part in the refo- 
lutions which were contrary to his fentiments. 
But the laws of the Empire have not thereby re- 
ceived the leaft infringement. The queftion, whe- 
ther in materia colleBarum, the majority be furH- 
cient, has been referred ad comitia imperii, by the 
injlrumentum P. IV. Art. v. §.52. and is yet un- 
decided. It is not by the plurality of voices, 
that it can be there determined, but only by 
means of an amicable accommodation ; fince 
otherwife that reference would have been a very 
ufelefs courfe ; an d it was well known, at the ne- 
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gociations for the peace of Wedphalia, what was 
the tendency of the opinion of the Catholic dates, 
which formed the majority ; thofe very dates, and 
all the other members of the Empire, ought how- 
ever to confider well, whether it be their eflential 
intereft to acknowledge, in the prefent cafe, that 
every date of the Empire is obliged to fubmit to 
the majority of votes, in matters of confenr, as in 
the prefent cafe ; which the principal Catholic 
Ele&ors have in other cafes denied ; and which 
will certainly be retorted upon them in proper 
time. 

But whatever principles fhall be affumed, with 
regard to this quedion, nothing is more evident, 
than that, confidering circumdances and the fixa- 
tion of the affair then and now in quedion, his 
Majedy could never be required to give his 
troops to comply with thofe refclutions of the 
Empire. All Germany knows, though the de. 
cree of the Aulic Imperial council fays not a word 
about it, that at the very time when thofe refolu- 
tions were taken, his Majedy’s Eledloral domi- 
nions were mod unjudly threatened with an in- 
vafion by France. In the month of March, that 
year, the court of Vienna figned a convention 
with France, by virtue of which the enemy was 
to pafs the Wefer in the month of July, and enter 
the King’s territories. This invafion was made 
accordingly. The Emprefs-Queen joined her own 
troops to thofe of France-, and, in return, dipu- 
lated by folemn treaties figned before-hand, to 
have half of the contributions that fhould be ex- 
acted. 
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a<fted. The damage which the King’s fubjefts 
fuffered by this firft invafion, exclufive of the 
fums, which the provinces were to furnifn (and 
which have been paid out of the royal demefnes) 
amounted to feveral millions. And ftill the un- 
juft rage of his Majefty’s enemies was not ex- 
haufted. The French army, which entered on 
another fide, under the command of the Prince 
de Scubife, in company with the troops of Wir- 
temberg, which the reigning Duke, a thing of 
which there is no example, led himfelf, under a 
French general, againft a co-eftate, hath again 
invaded, for the fecond time, his Majefty’s domi- 
nions and thofe of his allies •, exacted infupport- 
able contributions ; carried off the King’s officers, 
entirely foraged the country, and plundered feveral 
places, and committed the greateft diforders, whilft 
the court of Vienna boafts of having ordered this 
invafion (the foie end of which was to ravage the 
King’s dominions and thofe of Heffe) as an effedl 
of its magnanimity, and as a merit with the Ger- 
mannic body. 

If, in fuch circumftances, his Majefty lhould 
be required to fufpend the preparations, he has 
begun, and join the troops, that he wants for his 
own defence, to thofe, which, from the arbitrary 
views of the court of Vienna, are led againft his 
Pruffian Majefty, by a Prince who doth not be- 
long to the generality of the Empire, and on 
whom the command hath been conferred, with- 
out a previous conclufum of the Germannic body j 
the right of the ftates of the Empire to defend 
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themfelves, when fuch defence fquares not with 
the views of the Imperial court, ought at the fame 
time to be fettled. It is hoped that things are 
not yet come to this pafs in Germany. Self- 
defence is the mod urgent duty. The refolutions 
of the Empire cannot deprive the meaneft man, 
much lefs a free ftate, and an Elector of the Em- 
pire, of this right ; nor require him to join the 
troops, he wants for that end, to thofe, which, 
jointly with the troops of France, have invaded 
his country, and lhared in the contributions there 
extorted. 

In the fecond place, his Majefty doth not deny 
that he hath entered into an alliance with the 
King of Pruffia, which is entirely conformable to 
the rules of right : But as he is accountable to 
God alone for what he doth as King, on the other 
hand, in the report made of what he has done as 
Elector, the times, which preceded, have been con- 
founded with thole that followed the French inva- 
fion. From the beginning of laft year his Ma- 
jefty took every method to fhew, that the only 
thing he aimed at, without taking part, other- 
wife, in the war, was to oppole the French fo- 
reign troops, knowing that they were lent only 
to invade his Electorate, as indeed they have em- 
ployed themfelves almoit wholly in ruining eftates 
comprehended under the guaranty of the Empire, 
as well thole of the Duke of Saxony of the Er- 
neftine line, of the Duke of Brunfwick Wolfen- 
buttle, the Landgrave of Helfe Caliel, and the 
Count of Lippe-Sciiaumbourg, as thole of his 

Majefty. 
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Majefty. This juft intention, founded on the 
laws, from which his Majefty hath been fo far 
from derogating in the fmalleft matter, that no 
inftance thereof hath been, or can be brought, 
did not, neverthelefs, hinder the French troops, 
who were furnifhed with the Emperor’s Utters re- 
quiJitoriaU from entering Germany in the avowed 
quality of auxiliary troops to the Emprefs-Queen, 
in company with thofe of the Houfe of Auftria 
and the Eledftor Palatine. The Empire hath 
already been informed, on the 3d of December 
laft year, of the firft propofals made, both to the 
Imperial court and the court of France, for aa 
amicable determination of differences ; propofals, 
which could not have been rejected, had not an 
hoftile attack been refolved on. Thefe offers, 
which, from the manner in which they were re- 
ceived, his Majefty hath reafon to regret that he 
ever made, leave no fliadow of plaufibility to the 
reproaches that may be made on account of the 
engagement that enfued, in whatever light the 
King of Pruflia’s caufe may be conftdered. Plis 
Majefty is, indeed, fully perfuaded, that he might, 
at any time, have entered into an alliance with 
that Prince for their common defence *, but no 
one can doubt, that in this urgent neceftity, when 
he was left alone, he had a right to feek aftift- 
ajice, where it could be got. No fault can pof- 
fably be found with that, which the King of Pruf- 
fia gave him to deliver the Electoral ftates of 
Brunfwick, and thofe of Wolfen buttle, Heffe aud 
Buckebourg. The very nature of this deliver- 
ance. 
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A. D. ance, and the prudence and bravery with which 

17 it hath been effedled, have acquired immortal 
glory to his moft Serene Highnefs Duke Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick-Lunebourg (who doth not 
command the King’s army as a PrulTian general ;) 
a glory, which is the greater, the more laudable 
it is for that Prince to have delivered, from fuch 
heavy and unjuft opprefiion, the dominions of a 
King, from whofe family he is defcended, and 
principalities in which he drew his firft breath, 
where his anceftors have reigned, and where the 
Duke his brother ftill reigns. It is with an 
equally juft right that this Duke, with the Duke 
of Saxe Gotha, the Landgrave of Hefle-Caflel and 
the Count of Schaumbourge-Lippe, put their 
troops into his Majefty pay. Pofterity will hardly 
believe, that at a time when Auftrian, Palatine 
and Wurtemberg auxiliaries were employed to 
invade the countries belonging to ftates of the 
Empire, other members of the Germannic body, 
who employed auxiliaries in their defence , were 
threatened with the ban. His Majefty ordered 
the Englifh troops to be fent over, and poffeffion 
to be taken of Embden, in his quality of King; 
and hath no occafion to give account thereof to 
any. Mean while the laws of the Empire permit 
the ftates thereof to make ufe of foreign troops 
in their own defence ; they forbid only the in- 
trodu&ion of them into the Empire to invade the 
dominions of another, as the Emprefs-Queen 
hath done. 


In 
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In the third and laft place, his Majefty the A. D. 
Ring of Great Britain, Elector of Brunfwick-Lune- I7S6 ‘ 
bourg, fent minifters particularly to the Palatine 
court, and that of Cologne, to divert them from 
joining in the defigns of France againft: his do- 
minions. It cannot therefore be doubted that it 
would have been highly agreeable to him, if thofe 
courts had taken meafures, that would have freed 
him from the burden of the war. But none can 
expedt that his Majefty fhould, with indifference, 
fee himfelf treated as an enemy by his co-eftates. 

The Eledlor of Cologn, and the bifhop of Liege, 
had no troops that were wanted in the French ar- 
my : Bur, in confideration of fubfidies, opened 
to it the gates of their towns, and gave it all the 
aftiftance in their power ; without which that army 
could not, at that time, have proceeded fo far as 
the Electoral eftates, where the Auftrian and Pa- 
latine troops behaved much worfe than the French 
themfelves. Flow can it be expedted that his 
Majefty, after God hath blefied his arms with 
fuccefs, fhould not refent this treatment ? The 
laws of the Empire forbid the attacking of the 
eftates of the Empire : but they permit defence 
againft, and the purfuit of thofe, who, by their 
invafion, have violated the public peace. 

If the crown of France be free to ravage the 
dominions of the Duke of Brunfwick, and the 
Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, becaufe they have 
given the King auxiliary troops-, if the Emprefs_ 

Queen may } for the aftiftance fhe hath lent the 
French King to attack the King’s dominions, ap- 
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A. D. propriate to herfelf half of the contributions raifed 
* 758, there, his Majefty ought to be equally permitted 
to make thofe ftates, who have favoured the un- 
juft enterprizes of his enemies, feel the burden of 
the war.” 

Rtfoiution Such is the tenor of the famous memorial which 
E. t,e ic t ^ e Hanoverian minifter prefented to the diet of 
fcody.° the Empire, and which made fo ftrong an im- 
preffion upon many of the members, that on the 
29th of November, the Evangelic body publifhed 
a conclufum, purporting, That with refpeft to the 
ban of the Empire, with which feveral Princes 
were now threatened, they would never confent 
to any innovation that fhall be propofed, con- 
trary to the 20th article of the capitulation, which 
the Emperor confirmed by oath at his eleftion ; 
and that whatever fhall be done, contrary to that, 
fhall be looked upon by them as null and void, 
and fhall be treated accordingly. 

The Saxcn Another attempt was made in the diet of the 
ccmcendng Empire, to fpirit up a deteftation of the King of 
Drefden. Pruffia's method of proceedings in Saxony. The 
complaint was founded upon the meafures taken 
by his governor for the defence of the city of 
Drefden againft M. Daun’s army. In which me- 
morial M. Ponickau, the Saxon minifter at the 
diet, was taught to reprefent that affair in the 
moft tragical view ; affirming. That foldiers had 
been difperfed and ftationed in the luburbs, by 
the orders of Count Schmettau, to break open 
houfes and {hops, to fet fire to combuftibles, to 
add frefn fuel, and then to clofe up the doors ; 

2 that 
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that he kept up the fire by red-hot balls fired A. D. 
into the houfes, &c. that the inhabitants were 1;s8 ‘ 
left without cover, and deftroyed by the cannon 
and fmall arms, and that fuch as efcaped were 
murdered by the bayonets of the Pruflian loldiers, 
ported in the ftreets for that purpofe : he even 
enumerated leveral particular inrtances, in confirm- 
ation of this inhuman reprefentation and con- 
cluded with the number of houfes, which were 
burnt on this occafion. 

However, this failed. Baron Plotho, the Bran- Refuted, 
denburg minifter, refuted every article of this 
Saxon memorial, by moft authentic certificates, 
as we have already fhewn. His Pruflian Majefty, obferva- 
no doubt, was greatly mifreprefented on this par- 
ticular occafion ; it is to be wifhed his whole con- of Pi-uflfa’ 
dud towards Saxony had been as irreprehen Able, wards Sax 
For at his firft feizing upon that Eledorate, it ony ' 
was pretended to be no more than a cautionary 
expedient to prevent his confederate enemies taking 
any advantages againft him on that fide. And 
when he difarmed the Saxon forces, it was under 
the fame caution, that they fliould not join his 
enemies m . But he was no fooner in full pofief- 
flon of Saxony, and her troops difarmed, than he 
aded like an enemy ; extorted heavy contribu- 
tions, under pain of military execution, and 
forced the Saxons to furnifh him with a great 
number of recruits ; he difcharged the govern- 
ment in the ftate, and applied the public reve- 

1 See thefe particulars on page 567, 363. Vcl. III. 

* See page 194, & c. Vol. I. 
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A. D. nU es to his own ufe : yet, always pretending that 
l/58 ‘ he did nothing, but for the fafety and common 
benefit of the Electorate and its Sovereign. How- 
ever, fince the French King had fhewn him an 
example, by eftablifhing his adminiftration in 
Hanover, which entirely changed the government 
and fyftem of that Electorate, and alfo by his late 
decree for the adminiftration of the Landgra- 
vate of Heflfe-, and the Ruffians had ill treated the 
kingdom of Pruffia : and alledging the neceffity 
to which he was driven to take fuch a refolution,by 
the hoflilities repeated, in that Electorate, againft 
him by the Auftrians and Imperialifts ; the Pruf- 
fian directory of war, on the 2d of December, 
1758, fent a decree to the deputies of the eftates 
of Saxony, which, after having enjoined them to 
deliver a certain quantity of flour and forage^ 
Declares it fignified in exprefs terms, — “ Though the King 
conquered “ °f P ru ® a had hitherto treated the Electorate 
country. “ 0 f Saxony as a country he had taken under his 
“ fpecial protection, that the face of affairs was 
“ now changed in fuch a manner, that his Ma- 
“ jefly would confider it, for the future, only as 
“ a conquered country, out of which he had 
“ driven his enemies by force of arms.” 

Seizes up- In purfuance of this declaration all the revenues 
venues, go" t ^ ie Saxon minifters were fequeifered : — And 

vernment, as t h e Ruffians had feized in Pruffia all the rents 
of the eftates in that country belonging to the 
Pruffian officers, the fame was done by the King 
of Pruffia, in regard to the eftates of Saxon offi- 
cers in the Ruffian fervice. Twenty perfons were 

ordered 
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ordered to depart for Warfaw in 24 hours, and A. D. 
the papers of the privy counfellors were fealed up, 1758 
and the adminiftration of the government was 
committed entirely to Pruflians. 

Did it confift with truth ; they, that are in love His con- 
with his Prufiian Majefty’s heroic qualities, would 
be pleafed to fee a veil drawn over the miferiesof 
Saxony, which can be imputed to none, but him. 

Inftead of confulting means to make a country 
happy, to which he now laid a claim by right of 
conqueft, and which had been impoveriftied by 
former exactions, and very lately punifhed with 
military execution : he rather feemed to feize on 
it as a prey to be pulled to pieces. Frefh contri- 
butions were demanded, and extorted by moft in- 
human feverities - t feverities, that have extended 
to diftant nations, and whofe effeds are now felt 
moll heavily by the merchants in the greateft trad- 
ing towns in that quarter of Europe. For, his 
Majefty carried off the merchants from the ex- 
change by foldiers, and confined them in a more 
wretched condition than felons, on ftraw beds, 

&c. till they were obliged to draw bills for very His mea- 
large fums on their foreign correfpondents which origin of 
bills are fuppofed the original of the late bankrupt- 
cies made at Amflerdam, Hamburg, Bremen, &c. cies. 
Flow far this was juft, orjuftifiable by the laws of 
arms, is not a queftion to be decided here : but 
that it was a mod fevere fcourge upon an innocent 
and blamelefs people, every one muft agree. Ne- The Au- 
verthelefs, it is far from bearing the cruel afped more cul- 
and ruinous confequences of the total defolation P able * 
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brought upon ail conditions, without diftin&ioti 
of age or fex, by the confederates againfl him and 
the allies of Great Britain, as we have related in 
the marches of the Ruffians, French, and Swedes, 
in Pomerania, Weftphalia, Hefle, and Hanover. 
Where the ruin of their lands, houfes, public 
edifices, manufactures and eftates, can’t poffibly 
be repaired in lefs than half a century. 

Condua of The Dutch, availing themfelves of their neu- 
the Pmch. tra jj t y j n ^5 war> pretended a right, by treaties 

with England, to trade with thofe people and 
countries, with whom we are in aftual war, and 
to cover their property, in Dutch fhips, from the 
power of the Engliffi n . So that the French na- 
vigation being entirely ruined by our naval fupe- 
Trade for riority, thefe neutral neighbours took upon them 
not only to carry the produce and manufactures 
of our enemies to market, but alfo to fupply them 
with every thing neceffary for carrying on a war 
by fea and land. 

Such a glaring inftance of perfidy, that fup- 

thTcon- P orted our enem » es in the moft effiential manner, 
duft. to carry on their trade and to continue the war, 
could not be fuffered to reign long. Our men of 
war and letters of marque, brought Dutchmen 
continually into port, laden with an illicit cargo, 
and they that were found with conterband goods, 
or with French property on board, were condemn- 
ed in our court of admiralty by due courfe of law. 
The French had no fliips left ; and their court 


our ene- 
mies. 


Obferva- 


p See page 41. Vol. II. 
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directed or permitted the governors of their iflands 
and colonies to licence fuch Dutch fhips, as would 
undertake to carry their produce and manufaftures, 
and to fupply them with every thing they fhould 
want. The Dutch, fenfible of the fweets arifing 
from this lucrative navigation, ran all rifques. 

The French ports, both in Europe and America, 
were thronged with Hollanders : and the advan- 
tages they received from thence, fo blinded their 
underftandings, that they, at laft, claimed a right 
by treaty, to aid and afiift our enemies ; and a re- Complain 
folution of the States General, ftigmatized the Eng^m 
captures of Dutch (hips, made under thofe cir- 
cumftances, by the name of robberies or pira- 
cies, purfuant to a memorial prefented to their 
High and Mightineflfes, figned by 269 merchants, 

&c . 0 The dire<5lors of the Amfterdam company 

applied 

o * f We the underfigned merchants, infurers, and others, 
concerned in the commerce and navigation of the ftate, molt 
humbly reprefent, That the violences and unjuft depredations 
committed by Englilh men of war and privateers on the veffels 
and effects of the fubjefls of the ftate, are not only continued, 
but daily multiplied ; and cruelty and excefles carried to fuch 
a height, that the petitioners are forced to implore the alfift- 
ance of your High Mightineffes, that the commerce and na- 
vigation of the republic, which are the two linews of the ftate, 
may fuffer no interruption, and be proteded in the mod effica- 
cious manner, in order that the being of the State may be pre- 
ferved, and that It may be kept from complete and final ruin. 

The petitioners Ihall not infert here a long recital of their 
(hips that have been illegally flopped and feized, nor of the 
piracies and violences that have been committed for a confi- 
derable fpace of time, on the fubjeds of the republic ; nor of 
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applied to the States for the fame purpofe. Seve- 
ral refolutions of the States were delivered to Mr. 

York, • 

t Tie afts of inhumanity, with which they were often attended, 
even fo far, that lefs cruelty might have been expefted from a 
declared enemy, than they have fuffered, from the fubjefts of 
a power, with whom the State is connected by the moft folercn 
treaties of friendftiip. The whole is public and notorious. 

Nor will the petitioners enlarge on the infults offered to the 
Dutch* flag, in contempt of your High Mightineffesi the natu- 
ral protestors of the fubjefts of the republic. Thefe fads are 
known to your High Miglitineffes. 

But the petitioners beg leave to represent, with all due fub- 
miflion, that they cannot forbear, to lay their jail complaints 
before your High Mightineffes,' who are the proteClors of their 
perfons, their efiates, their commerce, and navigation ; and 
to lay before you the indifpenfable neceflity Gf putting a flop, 
as foon as pofiible, to thofe depredations and violences. The 
-petitioners offer to contribute each his contingent, and to arm, 
at their own charge, for the fupport and protection of their 
commerce and navigation. 

The petitioners flatter themfeives that their toils, and the 
ri(k to which their effe&s are expoied on the feas, will have 
their proper influence on the general body of the flare, fince 
the traders of this country, finding themfeives left to the dif- 
cretion of a part of that nation, with whom the State is moft 
intimately conne&ed, thoufands of tradefmen and others, who 
are connected with merchants, that have hitherto carried on a 
flouri(hing trade, will be reduced to diftrefs and poverty ; thefe 
connections ceafmg by the extindlion of the eftates of mer- 
chants, who have always approved themfeives faithful to their 
country, thefe will be forced to abandon it, to their great re- 
gret, and leek ihelter and protection elfewhere ; which will give 
a mortal blow to the principal members of the State. 

For thefe juft caufes, the petitioners have recourfe to your 
High Mightineffes, moft humbly imploring them, both in their 
own names, and in the name of a multitude of unhappy peo- 

pie. 
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York, the Britifh minifter, plenipotentiary on A. D. 
that account: and the merchants .petitioned the 1/ ‘ >8 ' 
Princefs Regent r.o lefs than four times for redrefs 
againft thefe piracies and violences of the Englifh, 
as they called the captures of their {hips. But all 
their bluftering and pretenfions availed' nothing. 

The Englifh continued to take and to condemn 
their illicit traders. Mr. York alfo declared to 
their High and Mightinefies, That he was autho- 
rifed to fay, “ His Majefty was determined not His Bri- 
“ to fuffer the trade of the French colonies in 
“ America, to be carried on by the fubjefts of Mute an- 
“ other powers, under the fpecious pretext of a 
“ neutrality •, or words to be interpreted as a li- 
“ cence to carry on a trade with his enemies, 

“ which, though not particularly fpecified in the 
“articles as contraband, was neverthelefs ren- 
“ dered fuch in all refpefts, and in every fenfe, by 
“ circumftances. — That as long as the licit com- 
“ merce of the fubjefts of their High Mighti- 
«« neffes, to which his Majefty never intended to 
“ give the leaft interruption, was confounded with 
« that commerce, which his Majefty regarded, as 
“ wholly illicit, all their reprefentations would be 
“ fruitlefs.” About the fame time the conduct of 

pie, who are on the point of being ftript of all their effe&s, of 
f nking into the utmoft diftrefs, and being reduced to beggary, 
that it may pleafe your High Mightincffes to grant to commerce 
and navigation fuch fpeedy, vigorous, and effeftual protection, 
that the faithful fubjefts of this free State may enjoy their pof- 
fefiions in full fecurity. 


And your petitioners, &c.” 
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A. D. the government of Great Britain with refpecl to 
I7$8 ‘ neutral nations, was publifhed at London, fairly 
gated, and ftating and refuting the claim of the Dutch to 
fm d C ° n P rote< ^ French property p : and as the Dutch per- 
illed 


P This pamphlet has irrefragably proved that no neutral 
nation has a right to fupport France again!! us, by protecting 
her property on board their vefiels. 

$. i. The right of a neutral power to protect the property 
of an enemy, mull arife either from the law of nations, that 
is, principles of natural law, which are relative to the condtiCl 
of nations, or from fome exprefs treaty, by which communi- 
ties, for their mutual benefit, have eftablilhed fome rights be- 
tween them, which are not included in the law of nations. 

2. Nations can have fucceeded to no other rights, than 
fuch a> men originally enjoyed, as individuals ; fo that now 
one nation is to another, as one man was to another, before 
they entered into fociety. 

§ 3. An individual, in a Hate of nature, would have had 
an undoubted right to proteCt his own perfon and property ; 
but he would not have had a right to proteCt the perfon and 
property of A, the enemy of B, againft B, fuppofing him to 
be in a Hate of friendlhip both with A and B ; for how, as a 
friend to B, can he proteCt A againft him ? The protection of 
A againft B is a declaration, that the proteCtor is B’s enemy, 
and from the moment the protection commences, the proteCtor 
muftceafe to be a neutral power. This therefore, by §. 2. is 
the law between nation and nation. 

§. 4. But a nation has a right, to which an individual, in 
a ftate of nature, has no pretence; the right of dominion. 
By the right of dominion a nation enaCts laws, and eftabli!hes 
jnrifdiCtions, to which, not only its own fubjeCts, but thofe of 
other countries, are obliged to fubmit, within the pale of its 
power; here then the trial, which the law of nations gives, 
is, as it were, fuperfeded, and hence arifes the right which 
governments have always enjoyed, of protecting the property 
of an enemy within their own precinfis. 


§. 5. Eut 
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fitted in their claim, and were refolved to continue 
their illicit trade at all hazards, our Ihips of war 

and 

5. But beyond the verge of thefe precin&s, the general 
'aw of nations, as by §. 2 and 3, again takes place; the ge- 
neral law of nations therefore takes place upon the Ocean. 
This reafoning is fupported by the authority of the mod emi- 
nent writers, and by the practice of all maritime ftates. 

§. 6. With refpett to particular treaties, if our anceftors 
have betrayed the intereft of their country by granting other 
nations unreafonable privileges, we, who have fucceeded to 
their rights, are bound to abide by their conceflions. 

§. 7. There is an article in feveralof our treaties with Spain* 
Sweden, Denmark, and other powers, by which it is ftipulated, 
that u the fubjedls of the contradling ftates refpe&ively Ihould 
“ have liberty to traffic throughout all countries, cultivating 
4C peace, amity, or neutrality, with either of them; and that 
“ the faid liberty {hall in no wife be interrupted by any hind- 
€i ranee or difturbance, by reafon of any hoftility, which may 
“ be between either of the faid ftates and any other king- 
iC doms.” 

8. This article is intended as a confirmation of the right, 
which every nation had, by the law of nations, of trading to 
the ports of any ftate with their own merchandize , and on their 
own account,* though that ftate fhould be engaged in war with 
another. The confirmation of this right by exprefs terms was 
made neceflary, by its having been frequently violated; fome 
of the powers at war having prohibited the commerce of neu- 
tral nations with their enemies totally . About the middle of 
the laft century, therefore, when the commercial regulations, 
which now fubfift between the European powers, firft began to 
be formed, an article of this purport was inferted in all com- 
mercial regulations, and ufually placed among thofe articles 
of general import, which are commonly firft laid down in 
treaties, as the bafis on which the fubfequenc ftipulations were 
founded. 
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and privateers picked them up at fea in the fame 
manner as declared enemies : for, by the lift of 

fhips 

§. 9. That no right to proteft the enemy’s goods was in- 
tended to be given by thefe articles, is manifell from an ex- 
prefs declaration in fome of the treaties, that an attempt, un- 
der favour of this article, to proteft the goods of an enemy, 
fhould be confidered as a frauds and fe erely punijbed. 

§. 10. Toeftablilha right, therefore, to carry freely the 
effefts of an enemy, it was necelfarv to have it exprefsly men- 
tioned ; and it is accordingly exprefsly mentioned in two trea- 
ties, that contain the article jull quoted befide, which alone 
would prove, that the two articles were inferred for different 
purpofes. 

j. 11. The right of carrying freely the goods of an enemy 
is exprefsly granted in an article in a maritime treaty between 
Great Britain and Holland, dated December i, 1674, and in 
another between Great Britain and France, dated February 
24, 1677. The article is this ; “ All which fhall be found on 
“ board the vefiels belonging to the fubjefts of thole countries 
u fhall be accounted clear and free, although the whole lading, 
* c or any part of it, fhall belong to the enemies of Great Bri- 
“ tain,” and fo reciprocally. 

12. It is acknowledged, that by this article the right 
now claimed by the Dutch, of carrying French goods, was 
fully granted. 

§.13. But treaties of alliance are nothing more than ftipu- 
lations of mutual advantages between two communities, and 
ought therefore to be confidered as a bargain , the conditions 
of which are always fuppofed to be equal, by thofe, who make 
it. 

14. He therefore who breaks his part of the contract, 
deftroys the equality or jutfice of it, and forfeits all thofe be- 
nefits, which the other part has ftipulated in his favour. Of this 
opinion are Grotius and Puffendorf. 

§• 15. Holland has broken her part of her contraft with 
Britain in the following particulars. In a treaty between Hol- 
land 
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■fbips taken from the French in the courfe of this 
year, it appears that the neutral (hips, of which, 

the 

land and Britain, concluded the 3d of March, 1678, the fli- 
puiations are, lft, A mutual guaranty of all they already en- 
joyed, or might hereafter acquire by treaties of peace in Europe 
only. 2dly, A mutual guaranty of a ! l treaties that were then 
made, or might afterwards be conjointly rhade with any other 
power ; and, jdly, A mutual promife to defend and preferve 
each other in the poffeflion of all towns or fortreffes, w'hich 
did then, or fhould afterwards, belong to either of them. 
And, for this purpofe, it is determined, that when either na- 
tion is attacked or molefted, the ocher fhall immediately fuc- 
cour it with a certain number of troops and men of war, and 
fhall be obliged to break with the aggrcffor within two months 
after the party that is already at war Jhall require it, and that 
they fhall then act conjointly with all their forces, to bring the 
common enemy to a reafonable accommodation. — Now, Minor- 
ca, a poffeflion of the crown of Great Britain, in Europe, 
which fhe acquired by treaty, hath been attacked, which is a 
cafe in the f.rji guaranty. By this attack of Minorca, a treaty 
that was made conjointly with Holland, the treaty of Utrecht, 
has been broken, which is a cafe in the fecond guaranty, and 
England hath been deprived of a poffeflion, which of right 
belonged to her, which is a cafe of the third guaranty. Yet 
Holland hath not yet granted the fuccours ftipulated, and 
many more than two months have paffed, without her having 
entered into w'ar conjointly with England, as the treaty re- 
quires. [The treaty ftipulates, that war fhall be entered into 
by the party not already at war, after two months, if the party 
already at war requires it. If we have not required the Dutch 
to enter into our war with Erance, the Dutch have not violateo 
this flipulation.] 

§. 16. By a treaty between England and Holland, figned at 

the Hague, the 4th of January 1717, there is a mutual flipu- 
lation of the parties to pToteft each other in the poffeflion of 
their dominions in Europe only, as eftabliflied by the treaty o. 

Utrecht, 
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A. D. the Dutch made by far the greateft part, exceeded 
* 7s8, the French men taken at fea both in number and 

value. 

Utrecht, by the fame fuccours as in the former treaty ; ift, in- 
terpofition of good offices ; zdly, a certain number of forces ; 
and laftly, a declaration of war. This treaty was renewed by the 
quadruple alliance of 1718; again by the acceffion of Hol- 
land to the treaty of Hanover in 1726; and, laftly, by the 
3d article of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. The guaranties 
of thefe treaties have been broken by Holland, as flie has nei- 
ther granted the ftipulated fuccours, nor declared war againft 
France upon our lofs of Minorca. 

§ r 7. But it is faid, that as the treaties, in which thefe fti- 
pulations are made, are defenfive treaties, the ftipulations of 
Holland are not binding, if we were not firft attacked. To 
this it is anfwered, that though thefe treaties are called defen - 
five, it does not therefore follow, that they do not operate, ex- 
cept we were attacked firji . They guaranty in general certain 
rights and poffeflions of both parties, and when they declare 
what (hall be done, in cafe either fhall be attacked , or moleft- 
ed, in thofe parts which are the objedls of the guaranty , it is not 
mentioned as neceffary, that this fhould be the firfi attack. 

18. The evidence of fads, however, will prove, that 
England was frft attacked in the prefent war : and therefore 
the treaties are binding, as defenfrve treaties in the ftri&eft 
fenfe. In America the prefent war has been little more than 
a continuation of the laft ; repeated ufurpations of the pof- 
feffions of Great Britain have been there the conftant employ- 
ment of France, almoft from the hour, in which the treaty of 
Aix was figned ; and thefe were at laft followed by an avowed 
military attack upon a fort belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain, by regular troops adling under a commiffion from the 
court of France. [In 1754, the French took the block-houfe 
and truck-houfe of the Virginians, at Log's town, on the 
Ohio; cut off all the traders but two, and carried off goods 
and merchandize to the value of 20,000 1 .] France is alfo the 
aggreffor in the European war; if the intention alone be re- 
garded. 
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value. The French loft 13 men of war; 49 pri- 
vateers and armed merchantmen, which carried 

619 guns 

garded, the firft hoftile intention in Europe was the defign to 
invade Great Britain; a defign Efficiently proved and avowed 
by the preparations, which France made for it. If we look for 
the firft overt aft, the firft overt aft alfo was made by France in 
her attack upon Minorca, which was, in the opinion of all par- 
ties, the opening of the European war ; for the captures that 
we made of the French veffels atfea, muftbe confidered as be- 
longing to the American war ; they were made in confequence 
of the hoftilities there firft commenced, and as reprifals for 
the injury committed there upon the property of the Engliih. 
Upon this principle the legiflature here hath exprefsly refufed 
to diftribute the captures among the captors, though they have 
diftributed all other prizes. 

§.19 But it may ftill be objefted, that though France was 
the aggreffor in America, Holland is not concerned in the 
quarrel, becaufe the contefted rights there are not contained 
in the guaranties; and though France is aggreffor in Europe 
alfo, yet fhe being aggreffor in Europe, only in confequence 
of hoftilities committed in America, neither is Holland con- 
cerned in this. It is anfvvered, that if the reafoning, on which 
thefe objeftions are founded, was admitted, it would alone be 
fufficient to deftroy the effefts of every guaranty, and totally 
extinguifn the confidence which nations mutually place in each 
other, on the faith of defenfive alliances. It points out to the 
enemy a certain method of avoiding the inconvenience of fuch 
an alliance; for he need only make the firft effort on fome 
place not included in the guaranty, and he may then purfue 
his views againft every objeft of it with fafety : Let France 
firft attack a little fpot belonging to Holland in America, and 
her barrier would be guarantied no longer. The opinion of 
Holland, upon this queftion, is manifeft from fafts. Soon 
after Holland had concluded a defenfive treaty with France, 
in 1662, (of which her treaty with England in 1678 is but a 
copy) fhe became engaged in a war with England. The firft 

attack 
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A. D. 619 guns, and 3824 men; 104 trading vefiels, 
1?i8# moft of them coafters, of no confiderable value; 

but 


attack was then, as In the prefentcafe, made on a place out 
of Europe, on the coaft of Guinea: the caufe of the war was 
alfo the fame, a difputed right to certain pofleffions out of the 
bounds of Europe, fome in Africa, and others in the Eaft- 
Tndies. Hoftilities having continued fome time in tnefe parts, 
they afterwards commenced in Europe. Holland immediately 
declared, that the cafe of that guaranty didexiji , and demand- 
ed the ftipulated fuccours. Thefe fuccours were granted^ and 
France, by this conceffion, fhewed that fhe was of the fame 
opinion, efpecially as it was not her intereft to comply, for 
this very conceffion checked her youthful monarch in the firlt 
effay of his ambition, delayed for feveral months his entrance 
into the Spanifli provinces, and brought upon him the enmity 
of England. That the fame was intended by the treaty with 
us of 1678, as was intended by this treaty, farther appears 
from their having been ne'gociated by the fame ftatefman, 
Van Beuningen, who claimed and obtained the fuccours from 
France, in confequence of the firft treaty, before he nego- 
ciated the fecond. 

§. 20. But at once to put an end to all difputes arifing from 
the article fuppofed to give Holland a right of protefling 
French property, it was, by an article in a fubfequent treaty, 
long ago repealed. The treaty, in which this, article was 
laft inferted, was concluded December 1, 1674; four years 
after this, a defenfive alliance was concluded; in which it was 
ftipulated between England and Holland, that if either 
“ party fhould be attacked in Europe, the other fliould declare 
€ ‘ war againft the aggrefior in two months, if required," as 
has been before remarked. By this article, therefore, Hol- 
land mult, within two months after England has been attack- 
ed by France in Europe, become the enemy of France her* 
felf. Except, therefore, it can be fuppofed, that to be the ene- 
my of France means to preferve her trade, and proted her pro- 
perty, Holland can now have no right to do either; apd if 
3 &C 
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but there are found 176 neutral fhips, mod of A D- 

them richly laden with the produce of the French ' 

What 

colonies, or with ftores of all forts to enable the number of 
French to continue the war. The lofs of fhips ^ L s ch 
on the part of Great Britain amounts to 313, amongft 
amongft which are found no more than leven pri- „ „ 

o Lois or 

vateers *, the reft are chiefly coafting veflels, empty Engiirh 
tranfports, and difarmed fhips of no confiderable 
value. A circumftance greatly in favour of the 
adminiftration q , which had difabled the French 
navy fo, as to fecure our trade and navigation, as 
well as our colonies •, and took fuch meafures, as 
in a little time would put an end to their fcheme of 
a pettit guere , or a war carried on by privateers ; 
and to their commerce in Dutch or neutral bot- 
toms. 

Our miniftry, at this time, had not the ftrength •, The policy 
but the policy of France to encounter. The preach 
French miniftry had thefe points in view, which miniitry. 
rrruft be attained, or they muft be undone. Trade 
muft be fupported, or their finances muft fail : 
their colonies muft be protected, or their trade 
muft be loft. And in regard to Great Britain, 

the word enemy is not thus abfurdly taken, the article requiring 
the Dutch to become the enemy of France, is a dire Si and po- 
sitive declaration, that the fhips of Holland ihall not have a 
right to protect the effe&s of the French. 

An article of the fame purport occurs in two fubfequent 
treaties, in which it is alfo exprefsly declared, that whatever 
has been eftablifhed by any later treaty, {hall be underftood 
and performed in the fen£e therein expreffed, without any re- 
gard had to any former treaty. 

h See the note on page 48. Vol. II- and page 33. Vol HI. 
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A * D. means mull be contrived to interrupt their com- 
5 merce, and to injure their credit. For thefe pur- 
pofes every ftratagem was contrived and executed. 

Jredbythe The deJ P erate fate °f their colonies in North 
French America, which they could not fuccour by open 

their colo- force r , put them upon the neceftity of rifking 
nies * fingle fhips, or fmall convoys from fuch ports, 
as were thought lead: obferved by the Englifh, to 
take the advantage of dark nights, foggy weather, 
and even of feas and feafons, in which they could 
not expect to meet with any oppofition from an 
enemy. While they made all the appearance of 
preparations to embark men and warlike impli- 
ments and ftores in the weft, their ftore fhips and 
tranfports ftole out of the fouthern ports, or in 
the channel, in weather, that had driven the 
Englifh off their coaft ; and, if they efcaped the 
vigilance of our cruifers, placed their future fafety 
in the foggs of Newfoundland, or in the ice of 
the river St. Lawrence ; which none but the moft 
diftreffed navigators would dare to encounter ; or 
in the dangerous paflage through the ftraights of 
Belleifle, unnoticed by the Englifh cruifers in the 
How obvi- bay of St. Lawrence. This did not efcape the 
Engiifli. the v igd ance » nor fail of the care required in the mi- 
nifter, that watched to improve all advantages for 
his country, and to diftrefs the enemy in every un- 
dertaking. Our fquadrons and cruifers were fo 
judicioufly ftationed and well inftrucl:ed, that few 
of thefe defperadoes efcaped. 

r See the rcafon on page 54, & c . Vol. III. 

Another 
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Another expedient no lefs Angular than the for- A * D - 
mer, was to threaten England with an invafion by 1/ ' 8 ' 
flat-bottomed boats. An incredible number of lion th'eat- 
thefe boats were reported to be built in the ports ned * 
of the Channel. They were ftationed in three di- 
vifions, to land a powerful army at three diftant 
places at one time. Troops were marched down 
to the coad, and all forts of military (lores were 
prepared for embarkation : and the mod amazing 
diligence was pretended at Rochefort, Bred, and 
other ports* to equip the whole remains of the 
French navv, to cover and fupport this invafion. 

By which means it was expected to didraCt the why. 
Englifli councils, which heretofore had been fo 
often frightened into a date of inactivity by the 
terrors of an invaflon •, and thereby to difconcert 
their prefent vigorous mealures, and to prejudice 
the national credit. But this rather prompted the Sow pre- 
neceflity of increafing the vigour of our meafures ; 
to attack them on their own coads •, to burn their 
(hips and magazines, and to find employment for 
their troops to defend their own country. This 
railed our national credit to the highed pitch, and 
brought the French gafconade of an intended in- 
vafion into contempt, and to be the feoff of old 
women and children. 

Every other proieCl having failed, they at lad, Fi ; e "di 

J l j privateers 

difarmed and laid up their ufelefs fhips of war, encourage 
and encouraged private adventurers to fit out pri- ed ‘ 
vateers of confiderable drength to interrupt our 
navigation and to didrefs our trade, which did us 

t> 

confiderable damage on the coad of Scotland and 

C c 2 Ireland, 
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A. D. Ireland, in the chops of the Channel, and from 
l758, the Lands End to Holy Ifland, or the mouth of 
the Tweed ; in the Levant, but moft of all about 
the Capes of Virginia and our fugar iflands, in 
Their which latitudes we fuffered moft. But they were 
lolles * not permitted to range thofe feas without chafiife- 
menr, as the number mentioned above amongft 
the captures, plainly convince us : and as it will 
more fully appear in the following adlions. 

Remark- The year was introduced by the capture of the 
ture of^the Machault 5 privateer, of 14 nine pounders and 
Machauit. ^2 men, in Dungenefs road, on the ift day of 
January 1758, by the Adventure armed {hip, com- 
manded by Captain Bray for the King, and by 
Chriftopher Allifon for the owners, in contract 
with the government. Captain Bray in his cor- 
refpondence with the admiralty, (dated the 2d of 
January) informs them, That while he laid at 
anchor on the firft of January, he faw a fnow 
reach in for the Nefs, which, at firft, he took for 
a man of war, but that he cleared {hip and veered 
away to the fplice on the windlafs : that about 
two, cut the fplice, and made fail large : that, in 
a few minutes after, they began to fire at each 
other, when judging that the enemy intended to 
rake the Adventure, he ordered the helm to be 
put hard a port ; which had the defired effect of 
laying her a-thwart hawle, her bowfprit coming 
in between his main-fail and mizen-mafts. That 
we (he fays) palled the end of the mizentop- 

* She came out of Dunkirk on the ift of January in the 
morning. 

fail 
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fail fheet through his bob-ftay, and made it fafl ; 
but fearing to lofe fuch a good opportunity, and 
that they would get clear, got a hawfer, and pafled 
it three times round her bowfprit and the capfton 
on the quarter-deck ; fo that the aftion depended 
greatly on the fmall arms, which was very finart 
about an hour. That fhe then ftruck her co- 
lours*, that fhe began to fire again, when board- 
ed ; but was foon filenced ; having 40 men killed 
and wounded; whereas the adventure had but 
one man killed and two wounded. 

This was fuch a gallant aftion, that the Lords Remarks 
of the admiralty rewarded the captain, who af- aaion. S 
fumes all the merit to himfelf, in this reprefenta- 
tion, with the command of the Princefs Amelia, 
an 80 gun fhip. Captain Bray’s merit, to be fure 
was worthy of the reward. But his generofity, his 
humanity, his juftice would have appeared with 
greater luftre had he, according to the example of 
other great men, both in our fleets and armies, 
given due praife to him or them, who prompted 
fo happy and fuccefsful a meafure; who worked 
the fhip, to bring it to bear ; and who put the 
firft and chief hand to its execution ; which ap- 
pears to be rather an aft originally fuggefted, and 
moil likely to be managed by a dextrous well-ex- 
perienced navigator, than by the officer engaged 
in the fighting of a fhip. Accordingly we have 
an account before us, which confirms this fuppo- 
fition, and claims the greatefl fhare in the glory 
of this aftion, for Mr. Chriftopher Allifon, mafler 
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A- D. of the adventure for the owners who is Hill 
‘ 7Sb ’ alive and profperous though he has been totally 

negledted, 

* Mr. Reed, Spithead, January 29th, 1758. 

Your favour of the 13th I received on the 20th, wherein I 
find you want to know the particulars of our a&ion. The 
following is the truth, to the bell: of my knowledge ; which 
is, I believe, better than any in the fhip can give. On the 
firft of January, Dungenefs-light eaft by north from us four 
miles : about twelve at noon faw a fnow (land in for Dunge- 
nefs ; which fome took for one of our cruifers. Dinner being 
ready, Captain Bray gave orders for all the hammocks up, 
and clearing the fhip, which was done in the time we were at 
dinner. Monfieurs, fmelling our beef, roaft-pork and plumb- 
pudding, came down in order to deprive us of it; we dined 
on our beef and pork before they came : the pudding we 
fought for. 

Being informed by the officer upon deck, that fhe was bear- 
ing down with an Englifh jack flying, we went up, and foon 
faw. what (he was. Our captain's order was to heave in the 
cable: 1 told him, we had not time; it would be better to 
bear away to the fplice and cut ; in the mean time, loofed 
our top-fails and fore-fail, cut and bore away large: had not 
time to get our top-fail hoifted : being then within gun-fhot, 
we fired. He immediately down Englifh and up French co- 
lours, but did not fire at us. I told Captain Bray, his intent 
was to rake us, and defired to port our helm ; which he gave 
orders for. Finding our fhip to lay in the fame pofition, 1 run 
to the wheel, and found the helm a ftar-board, put it a port, 
as fall as 1 could, {hip wearing very faft, and he (hearing to- 
wards us, with full fail, could not prevent boarding us : fee- 
ing in what pofition fhe was coming, I told Captain Bray, fhe 
was our own ; only make her faft, (he would not be able to 
get a gun to bear on us. From that I ran to cut the pikes 
down, cxpeding they had their men ready to board us, which 
they had ; but receiving fuch a continual fire, they could not 
ft and it. I called out to the pilot feveral times, with anger, 
;\hp had hold of the bob-ftay with his hand* to make her faft . 

I laid 
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negletfled, both in the reprefentation of the fadl, A D. 
and in the diftribution of public rewards. ' 75& * 

The Honourable Captain Byron, of his Ma- of . t,le 
jelly’s lhip the America, in company with the Co- & c. 
ventry and Brilliant, returning from a cruife to 
Plymouth-Sound, informs u M. Clevland, amongft 


I laid down my mulket, ran forward for a tow line, fent fome 
of the main deck idlers to hand the end up, run aft with the 
end, reeved it through his bob Hay, brought it to the capfton, 
and took a round turn with the other part. In the mean time 
Captain Bray, and the pilot, had got the mizen top-fail Iheet 
palfed, and made it fall to a cleet on the mizen-maft, which 
came off. That being done I returned to the mufket, on 
which the adtion chiefly depended : about this time they made 
an attempt to rally their men, and to man their fore-caftle ; 
and aropt their fore-fail that we might not fee them. One of 
the four pounders, in the round-houfe, cleared a way for us, 
by firing part of their fore-fail ; renewing our mufquetry, with 
more vigour, from the quarter-deck and round-houfe, they 
fled, to a man, for Ihelter : and I perceived their colours to 
be ftruck, which I called out accordingly, and fired my muf- 
quet in the air : four of us jumped upon their fore-caftle, bar- 
racading for boarding them, amongft whom was our pilot ; but 
unexpedted, they gave us a volley of fmall arms ; on which we 
returned, without any damage. The firing, on both fides, 
continued about ten minutes longer, with three or four great 
guns, and fo the adtion ended. 

My mate, Mr. Headlam, who fignalized himfelf equal to 
any, received a Ihot in his wrift, and one of our marines a 
flight wound by a fplinter : thefe two were wounded after their 
colours were ftruck. One of our marines was killed the firft 
of the adlion. I am 

To Mr. Jofeph Reed, rope- Yours, 

maker, near Sun-tavern 

Fields, London. Christ. Allison. 

o On January the 7th, 1758. 
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other particulars, That in an engagement with the 
Diamond, a fine vefiel of 200 tons and upwards, 
mounting fourteen carriage guns, richly laden 
with the fined furs from Quebec •, all the aftern- 
part of her blew up, burnt with fuch violence for 
half an hour, that fhe funk *, only twenty-four 
out of feventy men could be faved *, fome of 
which were io miferably burnt that they died. 
That the Coventry had taken the Dragon priva- 
teer of Bayonne, a new (hip, on her firft cruife, 
carrying 24 nine pounders and 284 men ; after 
an hour and a half’s warm difpute. The priva- 
teer had four men killed and twelve wounded. 
The Coventry had only fix wounded j one of 
whom died. And that the Brilliant had funk, 
with her firft broadfide, the Intrepide of Bayonne, 
a privateer of 14 guns and 130 men, ten of 
whom were killed, the reft were taken up by the 
Brilliant’s boats. 

The cruifers in the bay, and elfewhere, had 
moft extraordinary fuccefs about this time : the 
Stirling-Caftle and Loweftoffe took two largd 
French fliips, laden with provifions, ftores and 
foldiers for Louifbourg-, being part of a convoy, 
that failed from the Bland of Aix, under the care 
of the Prudent and Capricieux, and the Tripon 
and Heroine frigates. Two more ftore-fhips from 
Rochelle and Louifbourg, were taken by the Dun- 
kirk. The HufTar fire - fhip took a French fri- 
gate of 36 guns, 300 men, after killing 100 of 
the enemy : the Shannon all'o brought in a French 
frigace of 36 guns : and another of the fame 

weight 
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weight of metal was funk by one of our men of A. D. 
war in the bay. 175 

In the courfe of correfpondence in this month, 
the admiralty received advice from Rear-Admiral 
Coates, That on the 21ft of October laft, Cap- Captain 
tain Forreft, in his Majefty’s {hip Augufta, with g^iant* 
the Dreadnought and Edinburg under his com- aftlon * 
mand, cruifing off Cape Francois, was attacked 
by four {hips of the line w and three large frigates, 
intended to drive the fmall Englifh fquadron off 
the coaft, and to clear the way for a large fleet of 
merchantmen, ready to fail from thence for Old 
France. Neither their number, nor ftrength, was 
able to frighten the three Englilh captains, who 
unanimoufly agreed to fight them, and bore down 
upon the French fquadron : that the acftion begun 
about twenty minutes pall three, with great brifk- 
nefs on both fides, and continued for two hours 
and a half, at which time the French commodore 
made a flgnal, and one of the frigates went im- 
mediately and towed him out of the line, and was 
followed by the reft of his fquadron, and by the 
fame means.— That the Englifh men of war had 
fuffered fo much in their mafts, fails and rigging, 
that they were in no condition to purfue them •, 
fo that the French, greatly difabled, were, by the 
help of the land-breeze, and their frigates towing 
them, got fafe into port. The French loft 300 
jnen killed, and had as many wounded. 

In the month of February Captain Elliot, in ofCaptain 
his Majefty’s {hip Huffar, took the Vengeance of 


Elliot, 


w The Intrepide, Opiniatre, Sceptre and Greenwich. 

24 twelve 
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A. D 24 twelve and nine pounders, 20 fwivels and 210 
’ men; and the Torbay took a frigate of 26 guns, 
eighteen and twelve pounders, and 350 men, 
aniongft whom were 100 gentlemen volunteers, 
fitted out on purpofe, and cruifing to take Cap- 
tain Lockhart. 

or Captain His Majefty’s fhip windfor, of 60 guns, Cap- 
t auikiiei . ^ a j n Faulkner, with the Efcorte frigate, being 
fent to intercept two French frigates and three 
ftore-fhips from Dunkirk-road to the weftward, 
on the 27th of April, fell in with them about fix- 
teen leagues from the Ram- Head, when the two 
frigates brought to in a line, as if they intended 
to receive him, and the ftore-fhips continued 
Handing to the weftward. When the Windfor 
came within about two gun-fhot of the frigates, 
they made all the fail they could towards the coaft 
of France : upon which Captain Faulkner fent the 
Efcorte after the ftore-fhips, while he gave chafe 
to the frigates, and continued it till four in the 
afternoon ; when finding they greatly outfailed 
him, he gave it over, and made after their convoy, 
which could then but juft be difcerned from the 
poop. The next morning, at day-light, only one 
of them was to be feen, which the Windfor came 
up with and took. She was called the St. Peter, 
of near 400 tons burden, and her cargo confifted 
of provifions, and 1000 ftand of arms, intended 
for Quebec. Another of thefe ftore-fhips was 
fallen in with, the fame day, by a fquadron of 
his Majefty’s fhips to the weftward, commanded 
by Captain Pratten, and was taken by Captain 

Douglas 
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Douglas in the Alcide. She was called the Baden, A. D. 
about the fame fize with the other, and laden with I7sS ’ 
provifions. 

On the 29th, about three o’clock in the after- Of Captain 
noon, Captain Pratten feeing a fail to the fouth- Dennu * 
weft, made a fignal for the Dorfetfhire, of 70 
guns and 520 men, commanded by Captain Den- 
nis, to give chafe ; and foon after, obferving the 
chafe to be a large fhip, difpatched the Achilles, 
of 60 guns, commanded by the Honourable Cap- 
tain Barrington, alfo after her, and then followed 
them with the reft of the fquadron. About feven 
o’clock the Dorfetftaire came up with the chafe, 
which proved to be the Raifonable, a French fhip 
of war of 64 guns, and 630 men, and Captain 
Dennis began to engage her very clofely, and they 
continued warmly engaged till about nine o’clock, 
when the enemy’s fhip, commanded by the Prince 
de Mombazon, Chevalier de Rohan, ftruck, having 
fuffered greatly in her hull, and had 61 men 
killed, and 100 wounded. She was going from 
l’Orient to Breft, a new fhip, not above four or 
five months off the ftocks. The Dorfetfhire’s 
mafts, yard and fails, were greatly Chattered. She 
had 15 men killed, and 21 wounded, in the 
attion ; and one of the wounded is fince dead. 

On the 1 2th of March the Buckingham andofCaptaia 

% . vrrel. 

Cambridge attacked and levelled with the ground, * 
a fmall fort in Grand Ance-bay, on the Iftand of 
Martinico, and deftroying three privateers, and 
converting the fourth into a tender. But what 
does the greateft honour to Captain Tyrrel, the 
commodore, is the following incident; when the 
o fort 
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A. D. fort was demolifhed, a village fituated clofe by it 
* 758, was a ftrong temptation to men fluftied with vic- 
tory to attack, and they follicited warmly for leave 
to deftroy it, but their brave commander replied, 
“ Gentlemen, it is beneath us to render a num- 
“ ber of poor people miferable, by deftroying 
“ their habitations and little conveniences of life ; 
« brave Englifhmen fcorn to diftrefs even their 
“ enemies, when not in arms againft them :** 
This prevailed, and faved the lives of the inno- 
cent villagers. 

Captures at Advices from Kingfton in Jamaica, give an ac- 
jamaica. count that his Majefty’s fhip Augufta, Captain 
Forreft, commander, had brought in, to that port, 
the Mars, a French frigate of 32 guns, twelve, 
nine and fix pounders, with her whole convoy, 
Le Theodore, of 22 guns •, La Marguretta, of 16 
guns*, Le St. Pierre, of 16 guns ; Le Solide, of 
14 guns; Le Flore, of 14 guns ; Le Morrice 
le Grand, of 18 guns ; Le Brilliant, of 14 
guns *, and Le Monette, a brigantine of 10 
guns, bound from Port Prince to Old France, 
laden with fugar, indigo, coffee, cotton, &c. 
which coft 1 70,000 1 . The Mars (truck upon 
receipt of the firft broadfide, and all the reft 
followed her example. 

Captain A few days after arrived, at the fame port, 
rnYiant S the privateer-floop Thurloe, mounting 14 car- 
aih°n. riage guns, with 84 men, belonging to St. Kitt’s, 
and commanded by Captain Mantle, with his 
prize the Deux Amis, a French privateer. Cap- 
tain Felix commander, mounting ten carriage guns, 
with 9S men, belonging to Port Louis. The 
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Frenchman bore down on Captain Mantle, who A. D. 
prepared to receive her, and being come very 175 *‘ 
near, gave her a very warm falute, with both his 
great guns and fmall arms. The Deux Amis re- 
turned the compliment, and then made all the 
fail (he could to get off. But the intrepid Mantle 
prefently convinced him that he had met with a 
tartar, gave her chace, and foon ranged her alon»- 
fide of the enemy. The Frenchman having no 
choice but to fight or to drike, and defpairing of 
fuccefs by his great guns, refolutely boarded the 
Thurloe on her bow ; which brought on the mod 
bloody and obftinate engagement, that had been 
heard of in thofe feas for many years, both (ides 
being determined to conquer or die. This bloody 
fcene laded alrnod three hours with pidols, fwords, 
granadoes, powder flafks, &c. fo that Captain 
Mantle expended near 300 powder flafks, 72 
dinking pots, and 1 1 rounds of great and fmall 
arms ; had ten men killed and twenty- five wound- 
ed : but the daughter on board the Deux Amis 
was fo great, that there were only ten men found 
capable of bearing arms x . 

Captain Douglas, of his Majedy’s fhip the Al- Of Captain 
cide, having intelligence of a French frigate, Douglas * 
called the Felicite, of 36 guns, and a flute, called 

the 

* In the month of April, Admiral Broderick being ordered 
on board the Prince George man of war, appointed to carry 
him to the Englilh fleet in the Mediterranean, and to convoy 
a numerous fleet of merchantmen for the Streights, where the 
admiral was to relieve Admiral Ofborne, the faid /hip took 

fire 
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the Robufte, of 24 guns, being failed from Bour- 
deux, with ordnance, fhells and (lores, for the 

forts 

fire at fea, in broad day-light; of which we have the follow- 
ing accounts, which are worthy of attention. 

From the Reverend Mr . Sharpy chaplain . 

Glafgow, off Lifbon, April 20. 

On Thurfday the 13th inftant, at half an hour part one in 
the afternoon, word was paffed in the ward-room, by the cen- 
try, that the fore-part of our fhip, the Prince George, was 
on fire. The lieutenants ran immediately forward, and myfelf, 
with many others, went dire&ly on the quarter-deck, when 
we found the whole fhip’s crew was alarmed. The pumps 
were handed out, engine and buckets carried forward, and 
every immediate remedy applied. The admiral, with the 
lieutenants on watch, kept the quarter-deck, from whence he 
fent fuch orders as he thought moft expedient for the preser- 
vation of the fhip, and the fouls in her. Captain Payton, and 
the lieutenants, on fearch, found that the fire broke out firll 
in the boatfwain's ftore-rooin, to which place large quantities 
of water were applied, but in vain ; for the fmoke was fo 
very great and hot, that the poor creatures could not get near 
enough to the flames for their labour to have any eftedt. On 
which Captain Payton ordered fkuttles to be made, that the 
water might be poured in by that means ; but there he was 
defeated likewife, for only two carpenters could be found, 
and they had nothing to work with, for a long time, but a 
hammer and chiflel each. The lower gun deck ports were 
then opened, but the water that flowed in was not fufficient to 
flop the violence of the flames. He ordered likewife the 
powder-room to be wetted, left the fhip fhould immediately 
be blown up, and every foul perifh in an inftant. This had 
the defired effect, and for fome minutes we had glimmering 
hopes. I mention the above particulars, as I was below my- 
felf, worked with the men as long as 1 could Hand it, went 
wp for air, and returned again inftantly, and confequently an 

eye- 
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forts, and the ufe of the men of war ftationed at 
Hifpaniola, fleered a courfe to intercept them, 

and 

eye -witnefs, therefore declare them as fa&s. The fire foou 
increased, and raged violently aft on the larboard fide ; and 
as the deftru&ion of the fhip was now found inevitable, the 
prefervation of the admiral was firft confulted. Captain Pay- 
ton came on the quarter-deck, and ordered the barge to be 
manned, into which the admiral entered with near forty more i 
for now there was no diftindtion, every man’s life was equally 
precious. The admiral, finding the barge would overfet, 
ftripped himfelf naked, and committed bimfelf to the mercy 
of the waves, and after toiling an hour he was at length taken 
up by a merchantman’s boat. Captain Payton kept the quar- 
ter-deck an hour after the admiral left it, when he happily 
got into a boat from the Hern ladder, and was put fafe on 
board the Alderney Hoop. I muft be deficient even to at- 
tempt a defcription of the melancholy fcene that was before 
me ; Ihrieking, cries, lamentations, bemoanings, raving, de- 
fpair, and even madnefs itfelf prefented themfelves. It 
was now high time to think of taking care of myfelf. I 
looked from every part of the fhip for my prefervation, and 
foon faw three boats off the Item of the fhip. I went im- 
mediately to my cabbin, and offered up my prayers to God* 
particularly thanking him for giving me filch refolution and 
compofure of mind. I then jumped into the fea from one of 
the gun-room ports, and fwam to a boat, which put me fafe 
on board the Alderney floop. There are near 300 people 
faved, and more might have been faved had the merchantmen 
behaved like human creatures; but they kept a long way to 
windward the whole time ; and if pofiible, to their greater 
fhame be it fpokeo, inftead of faving the men that fwam to 
their boats, they were employed in taking up geefe, fowls, 
tables, chairs, and whatever elfe of the kind came near them. 

From Mr. Parry, an officer, dated as above. 

About half pad one at noon, being in the office adjoining to 
the cabbin, I faw the admiral run out, with two or three of- 
ficers ; 
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A. D. and was fo lucky as, on the 15th of September, 
to come up with and to take the Robufte, about 

20 leagues 

ficers ; on enquiring the caufe, I was alarmed with the (hip’s 
being on fire forwards, and it was believed in the boat- 
fwain’s fore ftore-room : every method was taken to extinguifh 
it, but the fmoke was fo violent, no perfon could get near 
enough to find where the fire was. About half pafl two we 
made the fignal of diftrefs ; but to render our fituation more 
wretched, the fog came on very thick, and the wind frefhened, 
and it was near four before the Glafgow and Alderney got 
intelligence of our condition ; when they repeated the fignal, 
hoifted out their boats, and flood towards us ; but they not 
knowing we had taken care to float our powder, were under 
fad apprehenfions we might blow up, and therefore could not 
(confident with their own fafety) give us the afliftance our de- 
plorable condition rendered us fo much in need of. We at- 
tempted to fcuttle the decks, to let the water on the fire, but 
the people could not ftand a minute without being near fuffo- 
cated. About half pad four the fmoke increafed, and the 
flames began to break out : the admiral then ordered the 
boats to be hoifled out, got the barge out, and went off, pro- 
mifing to bring a fhip along-fide of us. I obferved her fo 
full her gunwale was almoft with the water, and, in a few 
minutes after, faw her fink at fome diflance a-ftern, and not 
above three or four were faved out of near forty, among whom 
it pleafed God to preferve the admiral. The weather was 
now become clear, but none of the merchantmen would come 
near us. Our officers behaved well, and endeavoured to keep 
the people to the pumps and drawing water, but they now 
were become quite ungovernable. About a quarter before five 
Captain Payton left the fhip, and promifed as the admiral ; 
but was not able to accomplish it. About five the long-boat 
was endeavoured to be got out, in which were near ico peo- 
ple ; but as they were hoifting her out, one of the tackles 
gave way, by which (he overfet, and almoft every foul pe- 
riflied : we were now reduced to the g'eateft diftrefs. You 
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20 leagues weft of Cape Finifterre, laden with 
6 twenty-four pounders, 12 eighteen pounders, 6 

iron 


may have fome idea of our miferable condition, when I tell 
you the fhip began to be in flames fore and aft, fpreading like 
flax; people diftrafled, not knowing what they did, and 
jumping over-board from all parts. I was reduced to the me- 
lancholly choice of either burning, with the fhip, or going 
over-board. Very few that could fwim were taken up, and I 
that could not fwim muft have very little hopes indeed. About 
a quarter pall five I went into the admiral’s ftern gallery, where 
two young gentlemen were lafhing two tables together for a 
raft ; I afiifted them, and one of them propofed to make faft 
the lafhing to the gallery, and lower ourfclves down to the 
tables, then cut the lafhing, and commit ourfelves to the mercy 
of providence : we hoifled over the table, but being badly 
lafhed, one of them we loft ; as foon as the other was down, 
I propofed to venture firft, which they readily confented to : 
there was now three boats a-ftern ; this was the time or never ; 
down I went by the rope ; but as there was a great fwell of fea, 
it was impoffible for any one to follow me, and I was turned 
adrift. By the cries of the people from the {hip to the boats, 
in about five minutes I was taken up, very near drowned. 


715 complement. 

30 paflengers to Gibraltar. 


260 faved. 
485 loft. 


745 745 

From a midjkipman , dated as above . 


On Thurfday the 13th, about half an hour paft one in 
the afternoon, we were alarmed with fire in the boatfwain s 
fore (lore room, which put us all into great diforder ; and it 
being a very thick fog, we could not fee one fhip in the fleet. 
We kept firing guns of diftrefs, and no fhip appearing in fight 
for an hour, we were all in the greateft conflernation ; but 
the fog then difpelling, the Glafgow hailed, us, to whom we 
told our condition, and earneftly begged of them to Gve our 


lives. 
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iron mortars, 3000 fhells thirteen inches dianfeter, 
and with cordage, canvas, flour, and ieveral other 

{lores. 

The fire flill increafing, we were obliged to hoift out our 
boats, which from our confufion were near three hours fixing 
to the tackles, Sec. every body being engaged in preparing to 
fave himfelf. The poop, flern, and quarter galleries, with 
the fides, were lined with men and boys, crying out in a moll: 
moving manner to be afUded. During this time, out of twen- 
ty-three fail of fhips, we had but three boats to our aflillance, 
and thofe would not come near the fhip for fear of being 
funk, the poor fellows continually jumping over-board ; great 
numbers of whom were drowned in our fight. 

We got our boats out, which never returned after going 
once. By this time the fire had communicated itfelf to the 
middle gun deck, and nobody could go down below, every 
one expecting his death every minute, either by fire or water, 
and were taking leave of each other. Soon after going out 
of the admiral’s cabbin, I faw the flames coming out in the 
hatchway of the upper gun-deck ; I returned immediately, 
and took my leave of the petty officers that were there, and 
went over the ftarboard flern ladder, to fave myfelf by fwim- 
ming, and thanks be to Almighty God, reached a boat, and 
was taken up. 

I had juft got clear of the fhip when the flames became ge- 
neral, and thofe poor unhappy wretches that could not fwim, 
were obliged to remain upon the wreck, with the fire falling 
down upon them. Shortly after the mails went away, and 
killed numbers, and thofe that were not killed by the mails, 
thought themfelves happy to get upon them. But the fhip 
rolling, by reafon of the great fea, the fire had communicated 
itfelf to the guns, which fwept them oft the deck in great 
numbers, they being all loaded and fhotted. 

Such a terrible fight the oldeft men in the fleet fay they 
never faw. Thus ended our unhappy fhip, after burning fix 
hours and a half, who had as complete a crew, and was as 
well manned as any fhip that ever failed from England. 
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ftores. This was followed by the capture of the 
Caumartin privateer of Dunkirk, commanded by 

M. Jean 

Letter from the mafur of a merchantman under convoy of Ad- 
miral Broderick. 

Thurfday, April 13, Ufhant bearing eaft fixty leagues 
diftance, at noon I faw admiral Broderick hoift a fignal of 
diftrefs } upon which I made what fail I could and went down 
to him. At one in the afternoon I could difcern the Prince 
George on fire ; at two drew pretty near her, but thought 
they might have quenched the fire. At three o’clock I faw 
plainly there was no quenching it. I was within a hundred 
yards of her Hern, but durft not venture a long-fide, the fea 
beating high ; befides, the going off of her guns, and danger 
of blowing up. At four in the afternoon the admiral was 
taken up fwimming, by a merchant Ihip’s boat, as then the 
Ihips that had boats were all out, and a good many of them 
loft. The weather proving bad, towards night I was within 
piftol-lhot, and there remained fome time ; and picked up 
four of her crew ; and had not two of my men run away 
with my boat the night before we failed from St. Helen’s, I 
am confident I could have faved fixty or eighty of them at 
leaft, as I was all the time nearer to them than any fhip in 
the fleet. What made me venture fo near was, that I knew 
my (hip went well, and was under good command. At fix, 
what a difmal fight ! the malts and fails all in a blaze; hun- 
dreds of fouls hanging by the ropes along-fide, I could count 
fifty of them hanging over in the ftern ladder, others in the 
fea on oars and pieces of wood ; a melancholly fpeftacle ; be- 
fides the difmal cries from the fhip, which ftill ring in my ears. 
Half an hour paft fix the flames broke out at her broadfide, 
and in lefs than five minutes every bit of her was in flames, 
and fo continued till feven, when fhe over-fet, but did not 
fink. I then ran within twenty yards of her, but my people 
compelled me to go further off, for fear of ftriking on the 
wreck. All I can further fay of it, there never was a more 
Ihocking fight; pray God that I may never fee the like 
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A. D. M. Jean Baptift de Cock, new from the flocks, 
‘" s8, mounting 16 fix pounders, ftuck full of fwivels 
and mufquetoons, burden 280 tons, and carrying 
147 men. She was taken by his Majefty’s fhip 
the Southampton, Captain Gilchrift, after an ob- 
Beili- ftinate engagement of almoft three hours. But the 
tEr rr,0 ^ : lui-prifing capture was the Belliquieux, pierced 
for 66 guns, and had 64 mounted, with 417 men 
on board. This French man of war had got into 
Lundy road. Which being noticed to Captain 
Saumerez, of his Majefty’s fliip Antelope, lying 
at Briftol, he failed y in queft of the enemy ; and 
beat down the Channel, as well as he could, with 
a contrary wind. And next day (the ift of No- 
vember) got fight of the Frenchman at anchor, 
below Ilfrecombe ; who immediately weighed, 
flood towards the Antelope, hoifted her colours, 
as flie drew near, and feemed prepared to engage : 
but foon after hauled them down. Being now 
within gun-fhot. Captain Saumerez fired at the 
Frenchman, and, meeting with no return, fent a 
boat with his firft lieutenant, to know if they 
had furrcndered. The boat not returning the 
Antelope bore down under her ftern, and de- 

again. It was very grievous for me that I could not lave 
more of her men, without running the rifle of iharing her 
fate. 1 he 1 8th of April the Glafgow, a twenty gun fhip, 
hoilted the fignal for all mailers of merchant fhips to come on 
board, where the admiral had his flag hoifted, to know how 
many people we had faved amongft us, and to deliver them 
up. By the then lift it appeared, that the admiral. Captain 
Payton, and about 253 men, were faved. 

Y On the 31ft of October, 1758.} 
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manding, whether (lie had ftruck, the Belliqtiieux A. D. 
anfwered in the affirmative, without firing a ffiot. I/:>8 ‘ 
She had taken the Carnarvan Indiaman in her 
paffage ; but had parted with her in a gale of 
wind : which was afterwards retaken'by Admiral 
Bofcawen’s fquadron. The Belliquieux was va- 
lued at 150,000 k 

The Rinoceros, of 36 guns, 700 tons, from Rinocecos. 
Quebec, was taken about the fame time by the 
Ifis, Captain Wheeler, who took out her people 
and funk her. And two days after the Bucking- 
ham, of 65 guns, 472 men, able to do duty. 

Captain Richard (now Admiral) Tyrrel, com- Floriffant. 
mander, attacked the Floriffant of 74 guns, and 
700 men*, a frigate of 38 guns, and 350 men, 
and another of 28 guns, and 250 men. The 
engagement was clofe and obftinate, in which the 
captain was wounded and obliged to leave the 
deck and the command to the brave Mr. Mar- 
ffial, his firft lieutenant, who, having with cou- 
rage and dexterity brought the Buckingham clofe 
up to the Floriffant, was killed by the firfl broad 
fide. The fecond lieutenant took the command, 
and with equal bravery and condudt fought the 
fhip till he made the enemy fheer off, with con- 
fiderable damage in their ffiips, and lofs of men. 
Whereas, the Buckingham had no more than 
feven men killed, 17 dangeroufly, and 31 flightly 
wounded. 

In the lift of King’s ffiips loft this year, we find Litchfield 
Jr ^ lhipwreck- 

the Litchfield, of 50 guns, Captain barton, e( j. 
which being feparated from Commodore Keppel’s 

D d 3 fquadron 


422 

A. D. 
1758. 


The GENERAL HISTORY op 

fquadron by a ftorm off Cape Cantin, in their ex- 
pedition againft Goree, was ftranded on the coaft 
of Barbary. By which accident 130 men were 
drowned, and 220 were feized by the Moors and 
carried into flavery, till redeemed, at a vaft ex- 
Shipsof pence, by the government. The Winchelfea 

by the ene- man °f vvar ’ °f 2 4 g uns > ta ken in her paflage 
n, y- from South Carolina, by a French man of war 
of 64 guns, and a frigate of 36. In the wind- 
ward paflage, a French man of war of 74 guns, 
picked up the Stork floop *, and the Bolton tender 
was taken off Mounts Bay, by a fnow privateer 
of 1 6 guns, after an engagement of three hours. 

So that the account of the flrips of war, taken 
from, and by the French in the courfe of this year, 
Hands as follows : 


Ships of 
war taken 
this year 
from 
France. 


French Jhips of war taken or defir oyed. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Foudroyant 

80 

Efperance 

74 

Alcide 

641 

Lys 

6 4 5 

Orpheus 

64 

Raifonable 

\ 

64 

Arc-en-Ciel 

50 

Due d’Aquitain 

50 

Aquilon 

48 

Royal Chariot 

3 6 

Hermione 

3 6 

Melampe 

34 

Emerald 

34 


By whom taken. 
Admiral Ofborne. 
the Orford. 

Admiral Bofcawen. 

Admiral Olborne. 
the Dorfetfhire. 
the Litchfield, 
the Eagle, 
the Antelope, 
the Torbay, 
the Unicorn, 
the Tartar, 
the Southampton. 

Nymph 
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Nymph 

34 

the Hampton-Court. 

Brune 

30 

the Huflar. 

Galatea 

22 

the Elfex. 

9 • ♦ 

784 


Englifh Jhips of war 

taken by the French. 

Warwick 

60 1 

In the Weft-Indies. 

Greenwich 

50 5 

Winchelfea 

24 



134 



650 

Balance in favour of the 


Englifh. 
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In this year vve have feen the Britifh flag reftored Remarks 
to its ancient dignity, and our enemies obliged to events of 
yield up the dominion of the feas to the fuperiority th *syear. 
of the Britifh navy. — A year, which will for ever 
record the wifdom of our national councils, the 
conduit of our officers, and the bravery of our 
men employed in the public fervice, both by fea 
and land ; and the chearfulnefs, with which all 
ranks and denominations amongft the people con- 
tributed towards their fupport. — A year molt fe- 
verely felt by all that direitly or indiredtly ven- 
tured to difturb the peace, and interrupt the trade 
of the Britifh dominions, or to carry on a clande- 
ftine commerce with the enemies of Great Britain. 

— A year, which demonftrated by the great in- 
creafe of its commerce, that the ftrength and 
riches of the nation depend upon thofe meafures, 
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which were then taken by the miniftry to protett 
our navigation, and to beat all oppofition out of 
the feas. 

The plan laid down by the miniftry for the 
operations of this year, was to fecure this ifland - 
from invafion, and to defeat the fchemes for ruin- 
ing our colonies in America ; in preference to any 
intereft of our allies, on the continent •, though 
not without paying a due regard to thofe treaties, 
and that intereft, which require the aid of Britain 
in defence of the liberties of Europe in general, 
and of the proteftant intereft in particular. 

* For this purpofe they did not apply to Hanover, 
Heflfe and Holland, for a military aid, to be im- 
ported hither at an immenfe expence, to guard our 
coaft againft a French invafion: a meafure, by 
which former minifters had lavifhed away the 
riches of the nation ; expoled the Britifh courage 
to the ridicule and contempt of the enemy; en- 
couraged them to heftor over a difarmed people, 
terrified by every report of their motions towards 
the coaft of the Channel, and endangered the 
common liberty of thefe kingdoms, by placing 
our privileges, property and lives, under the pro- 
te&ion of a foreign army. But they provided for 
our internal fecurity by conftituting a regular and 
well-difciplined militia, whofe expence doth not 
amount to a tenth part of io,oco foreign auxili- 
aries imported, and whofe ftrength is ten times 
more to be relied upon. The hireling will flee in 
time of danger: but he, who takes up a weapon 

for 
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flave. 

Our fleets were not blocked up in the ports of 
England, to wait the delufive motions of the 
•French armaments and preparations, pretended to 
waft their troops in flat-bottomed boats into Bri- 
tain : neither was our army augmented to confume 
the national treafure in idlenefs at home, and in 
• unprofitable and expenfive encampments and pa- 
rade. — The Britifh navy was permitted to carry 
its power into the ocean, and the army to enter 
into adual fervice. — The happy fruits of which 
councils, were gathered in the conqueft of Sene- 
gal, Goree, and Louifbourg, with other acquifi- 
tions in North America ; and in the damages done 
to the enemy on the coaft of France, exclufive of 
the deftrudion of the French navy, and the total 
flop put to their trade and commerce, both in their 
own and in neutral bottoms. Yet thefe great and 
glorious advantages are no more than an earneft of 
that fuccefs, which was obtained afterwards by 
the vigorous meafures now adopted. 

Till now the Britifh lion had not been at liberty On Britilh 
to make ufe of his natural weapons, and to exert cmu ^ e - 
his ftrength ; nor in a fituation to give proofs of 
his conduX and courage.— A long feries of pacific 
meafures had almoft worn out the veterans, and 
the navy and army were too much under the com- 
mand of fine gentlemen, whole gaities, pleafures, 
felf-indulgence, and connexions with thofe men 
in power, that preferred any meafures to a necef- 
fary war, were bad incitements to military glory. 

Yet, 


426 

A. D. 
1758. 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 

Yet, that innate courage, which will always dis- 
cover itfelf in the Englifh, when led on to adtion, 
was no fooner delivered from the toils, which had 
for many y/ears kept them in a date of inactivity, 
but we faw them brave all dangers : St. Maloes 
and Cherburg felt the power of their arms : St. 
Cas is a monument of their intrepidity : and the 
undaunted refolution, with which the landing was 
made at Gabarus-bay, fhews that our feamen and 
foldiers only wanted an opportunity to convince 
the world, that they are the defeendents of thofe 
heroes, who conquered France, and for ages here- 
tofore maintained the dominion of the feas. 

How far thofe meafures tended towards com- 
pofing all murmurings at home, and to influence 
foreign dates in our favour, was immediately feen 
in the uniting of parties for promoting the national 
intereft, and in that weight, which our advantages 
had amongft fome perfons abroad, who might 
otherwife have been induced by family attach- 
ments and Gallic intrigue, to join our natural ene- 
mies. 

By the meafures, upon which the operations 
of this year were executed, our enemies were de- 
prived of thofe means, without which it was im- 
poflible to continue that war with advantage, 
which they began with hopes to ruin their neigh- 
bours. Their navigation was entirely ruined •, and 
their device to avail themfelves of the friendfhip 
of Dutch carriers, turned out, not only to their 
greater lofs, but furnifhed England with an op- 
portunity to convince a treacherous ally, that who- 
ever. 
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ever, under the cover of a neutrality, take upon 
them to council, to aid or to fupport the enemies 
of Great Britain, mud expect to be treated, as 
her profelfed enemies, when taken in the aft of 
covering the enemy’s property. 

Their diftrefs in France at this junfture is not Diftrefs of 
to be defcribed. The new manner of attacking France * 
them, this fummer, threw their miniftry into con- 
fufion. The moment that the French were made 
to feel the weight of our natural ftrength, their 
councils, which had been cried up fo much for 
unanimity and confidency, were divided, confufed, 
and rendered incapable of doing any thing ef- 
fectually, either for invading us, or for defending 
their own trade and dominions. Nothing profper- 
ed in their cabinet, nothing fucceeded in their 
operations, to effeft, either by feaorland, during 
the whole year. Their merchants were no longer 
able to fupport their credit, their manufactures 
were at a Hand, and their whole land mourned 
over the ravages made by the diftrefles of a bloody, 
expenfive, inglorious, and ruinous war. 

From the time we adopted thofe meafures, the Flouri(h _ 

nation has not been terrified by reports of a French ftat e 

, Great Bri- 

army to invade us, and to cut our throats. We tain, 
have had no heart burnings at home about railing 
of money to carry on a war for the foie advantage 
of lorne petty ally ; neither has our trade and com- 
merce been expofed to the force of our enemies, 
nor to the treachery of our falfe friends. 

The flourilhing Hate of our colonies, of our 
iflands, of all our fettlements and kingdoms, both 
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for their imports and exports, in the courfe of the 
year part, exceed all that ever was before. Our 
merchants and manufacturers, our planters and 
navigators, were never in fo fair a way to ferve 
themfelves and their country. Both riches and 
feamen increafed under the protection of a well- 
regulated and appointed navy. The nation that 
can belt proteCt their trade, will be always moft 
capable of finding the finews of war*, and the 
moft extenfive navigation is moft likely to turn 
out the greateft number of able bodied feamen, 
without which a maritime nation cannot fubfift. 

Such was the ftate of the nation when the par- 
liament met, on the 23d day of November. 
The feftion was opened by commifiion : and his 
Majefty being indilpofed, the Lord Keeper, by his 
Majefty’s command, made the following fpeech. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

T N purfuance of the authority given to us by 
his Majefty’s commiftion under the great feal, 
amongft other things to declare the caufes of his 
holding this parliament, his Majefty has been gra- 
cioufly pleafed to direCl us to afiure you, that he 
always receives the higheft fatisfaClion, in being 
able to lay before you any events, that may pro- 
mote the honour and intereft of his kingdoms. 

That, in confcquence of your advice, and en- 
abled by that affiftance, which you unanimoufly 
gave him, his Majefty has exerted his endeavours 
to carry on the war in the moft vigorous manner, 
in order to that defirable end, always to bewiflied; 
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a fafe and honourable peace. It has pleafed the 
divine Providence to blels his Majefty’s meafures 
and arms with fuccefs in feveral parts : and to 
make our enemies feel, that the ftrength of Great 
Britain is not to be provoked with impunity. 

We have it alfo in command from his Majefty 
to acquaint you, that the conqueft of the ftrong 
fortrefs of Louifburg, with the iflands of Cape 
Breton and St. John •, the taking of Frontenac, 
of the higheft importance to our operations in 
North America, and the reduction of Senegal; 
cannot fail to bring great diftrefs upon the French 
commerce, and colonies; and, in proportion, to 
procure great advantages to our own. That na- 
tion has alfo been made fenfible, that, whilft their 
forces are fent forth to invade and ravage the domi- 
nions of their neighbours, their own coafts are not 
inacceffible to his Majefty’s fleets and armies. 
This they have experienced in the demolition of 
their works at Cherburg, eredted at a great ex- 
pence, with a particular view to annoy this coun- 
try ; and in the lofs of a great number of fhips 
and veflels ; but no treatment, however injurious 
to his Majefty, could tempt him to make retalia- 
tion on the innocent fubjedts of that crown. 

In Germany, his Majefty’s good brother the 
King of Pruflia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wiek, have found full employment for the armies 
of France, and her confederates ; from which our 
operations, both by fea, and in America, have de- 
rived the moft evident advantage. Their fuc- 
cefles, owing, under God, to their able condudlr, 
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exert yourfelves to reduce our enemies to equitable 
terms of accommodation. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The uncommon extent of this war, in different 
parts, occafions it to be uncommonly expenfive. 
This his Majefty has ordered us to declare to you, 
that he fincerely laments, and feels deeply for the 
burdens of his people. The feveral estimates are 
ordered to be laid before you; and his Majefty 
defires only fuch fupplies, as ffiall be requifite to 
pufh the war with advantage, and be adequate to 
the neceffary fervices. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

His Majefty has, in the laft place, gracioufly 
commanded us to affure you, that he takes fo much 
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and the bravery of his Majefty’s troops and thole 
of his allies, have been fignal and glorious. 

His Majefty has further commanded us to ob- 
ferve to you, that the common caufe of liberty 
and independency is ftill making noble and vigor- 
ous efforts, againft the unnatural union formed to 
opprels it. That the commerce of his fubje&s, 
the fource of our riches, has, by the vigilant pro- 
tection received from his Majefty’s fleet, flourilh- 
ed in a manner not to be parallelled during fuch 
troubles. In this ftate of things, his Majefty, in 
his wifdom, thinks it unnecefiary to ufe many 
words to perfuade you to bear up againft all diffi- 
culties ; effectually to ftand by, and defend his 
Majefty ; vigoroufly to fupport the King of .Pruf- 
fla, and the reft of his Majefty’s allies ; and to 
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fatisfa&ion in that good harmony, which fubfifts A. D. 
amongft his faithful fubje&s, that it is more pro- I7s8 ‘ 
per for him now to thank you for it, than to repeat 
his exhortations to it. This union, neceffary at 
all times, is more efpecially fo in fuch critical con- 
jun&ures •, and his Majefty doubts not, but the 
good effedb we have found from it, will be the 
ftrongeft motives to you to purfue it. 

% * 

This fpeech was received with great approba- Remarks, 
tion by both houfes of parliament, who had never SefeTof ' 
heard fuch an enumeration of national advantages, £ otl J_ 
in return for the fupplies, they had raifed for the 
fupport of wars, under former adminiftrations z . 

They 

z ft bumble addrefs of the right honourable the Lords fpiritual 
and temporal in parliament affembled . 

Die Jervis, 2 3 0 Noyembris , 1758. 

Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majefty 's moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, the 
lords fpiritual and temporal, in parliament affembled, beg 
leave to approach your throne, with hearts full of that duty and 
afFedtion to your facred perfon and government, which become 
the moft faithful fubje&s to the beft of kings* 

That conftant regard and attention, which your Majefty has 
fhewn to the honour and intereft of your kingdoms, have filled 
our minds with the moft grateful fentiments, and we fee, with 
real fatisfaition, thofe adlive and vigilant efforts, which your 
Majefty, in your great wifdom, has made, to carry on the 
war with vigour, in order to the defirable end, which we all 
wifh, afafe and honourable peace. 

Juftice and good policy required, that our enemies fhould 
feel, how dangerous it is for them to provoke the fpirit and 
ftrength of the Britifh nation. We acknowledge, with be- 
coming 
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A. D. They acknowledge their real fatisfa< 5 Uon with the 
meafures that had been taken : and fincerely con- 
gratulated 

coming thank fulnefs, the goodneis of the divine Providence* 
in having crowned your Majefty’s meafures and arms with 
fuccefs, in feveral parts ; and we joyfully congratulate your 
Majefty, on the conqueft of the ftrong fortrefs of Louilbourg, 
with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John, the taking of 
Frontenac, and the reduction of Senegal. The high im- 
portance of thefe fuccelfes is apparent, in the reputation 
thereby acquired to your Majefty ’s arms, and in the diftrefs 
they cannot fail to bring upon the French commerce and co- 
lonies, as well as in the happy effedts procured to thofe of 
Great Britain. 

We have feen, with the warmeft emotions of refentment, 
the exorbitant devaluations committed by the armies of France, 
upon the dominions of your Majefty, and thofe of your allies, 
in Germany. They mull now have experienced how much, 
in confequence of their unbounded ambition to invade their 
neighbours, their own coafts are expofed, in the demolition of 
their expenfive works at Cherburg, particularly intended for 
the annoyance of this country ; and in the lofs of fo many 
Ihips and veflels, as well privateers as others, in their ports. 
At the fame time, we cannot fufficiently admire your Majefty’s 
magnanimity and moderation, in not having hitherto reta- 
liated, on the innocent fubjedts of that crown, the injurious 
treatment which you have received. 

We have a juft fenfe of the real advantages derived to the 
operations of Great Britain in particular, as well as to the 
common caufe in general, from the wife condudl of the King 
of Pruflia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick. Their great 
abilities, and the bravery of your Majefty’s troops, and thofe 
of your allies, have been fignally confpicuous in the fuccefles, 
with which they have been attended, and mull be acknow- 
ledged by all Europe. 

Nothing can pofiibly be of greater national importance, 
than the navigation and commerce of your fubjedb ; and we 

return 
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gratulated his Majefty on the fuccefs of his arms. 
They were fenfible of the importance of our con- 

quefts ; 

return your Majefty our dutiful thanks for that proteaion 
and fecurity, which they have received from your royal care, 
in the difpofition of your fleet, to which their prefent flourifh- 
ing condition is fo much owing. The ftagnation of our ene- 
my’s trade, and the taking and deftroyed fo many of their 
capital Ihips of war, ought, in this view, to be reckoned 
amongft the mod happy events. 

Permit us to declare our grateful fenfe of that paternal ten- 
dernefs, which your Majefty has expreffed for the burdens of 
your people. We receive from thence the ftrongeft encou- 
ragement to adhere, the more firmly, to the caufe of the 
proteftant religion and public liberty, againft any unnatural 
union formed to opprefs it. In this juft caufe we will, to our 
utmoft, effectually ftand by and defend your Majefty ; fupport 
the King of Pruflia, and the reft of your allies ; and vigorouf- 
ly exert ourfelves to reduce our enemies to equitable terms of 
accommodation. 

Our duty and fidelity to your Majefty, and our zeal for 
the proteftant fucceflion in your royal family, are uniform and 
unalterable ; our prayers for the prolongation of your preci- 
ous life, and aufpicious reign over us, are fincere and fervent : 
and we beg leave to give your Majefty the ftrongeft affurances, 
that nothing fhall be wanting, on our part, to improve union 
and good harmony amongft all your fubjeCts, for promoting 
and fecuring thefe interefting and effential objeCts. 

His Majejly's mojl gracious anfwer. 

My Lords, 

I return you my hearty thanks for this very dutiful and affec- 
tionate addrefs. The fatisfaClion which you exprefs in my mea- 
fures, and the zeal you (hew for my honour and fupport, the 
true intereft of my kingdoms, and the afliftance of my allies, 
as well as for purfuing the war with vigour, are highly accep- 
table to me : they cannot fail to produce the bell effects in the 
prefent conjuncture. 

VoL. III. E e 
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qucfts ; and with the warmeft; emotions refented 
the French inhumanity towards our German allies. 

They 

The honourable the Houfe of Commons presented their 
addrefs to his Majefty, which was as follows : 

Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubje£s, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in parliament aflembled, return your 
Majefty our moll fincere and hearty thanks for the fpeech de- 
livered, by your Majefty ’s command, to both houfes of par- 
liament. 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty, with hearts full 
of the moll unfeigned joy, upon the many fignal fuccefles r 
with which it has pleafed divine Providence to blefs your Ma- 
jefty’s meafures and arms in feveral parts of the world ; par- 
ticularly in the important conqueft of the flrong fortrefs of 
Louifbourg, with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John; 
the taking of Frontenac, fo eflential to our operations in 
North America ; the reduftion of the valuable fettlement of 
Senegal ; the total demolition of the harbour and works of 
Cherburg, erefted at fo great expence by the enemy, with a 
particular view 10 annoy this country ; and the deftruflian of 
the Ihipping and privateers in the ports of France 

Your Majcfty’s faithful Commons feel, with the highell fa- 
tisfadlion, how greatly thefe events redound to the honour and 
interells of your Majefty’s kingdoms, to the upholding the 
reputation of the Bricifh arms, and to the maintaining and ex- 
tending the glories of your Majefty’s reign. 

We have the moll lively fenle of theie happy confequences 
(under God) of your Majelly’s wifdom in the powerful ex- 
ertion of the naval force of thefe kingdoms, to the annoyance 
and dillrefs of the fleets, trade, and navigation of France, 
whiUTthe commerce of Great Britain flourifhes in full protec- 
tion andfecurity; and at the fame time, of your Majefty’s 
jufticc and magnanimity, in fleadily fupporting your allies, 

and 
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They allowed that the operations of Great Britain 
in America, &c. received real advantages from 

the 

and in carrying on with vigour, in all parts, this arduous and 
neceffary war. 

It is with joy and admiration we fee the glorious efforts made 
in Germany, by your Majefty’s great ally the King of Pruifia, 
and thofe made by Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, feconded 
by the valour of your Majefty’s troops, and thofe of your 
allies ; and that full employment has thereby been given to ail 
the armies of France, and of her confederates : from which, 
our operations, both by fea and in America, have received 
the moft evident and important advantages. 

Permit us to allure your Majefty, that your faithful Com- 
mons, juftly animated in defence of the rights of your Ma- 
jefty’s crown, and of the proteftant religion, and the common 
caufe of liberty and independency, againft the dangerous uni- 
on, which hath been formed to opprefs them, will bear up 
againft all difficulties, and exert themfelves to the utmoft, by 
granting to your Majefty fuch fupplies as fhall be neceffary, 
effectually to ftand by, and defend your Majefty, and vigor- 
oufly to fupport the King of Pruflia, and the reft of your 
Majefty’s allies ; firmly relying on the wifdom and goodnefs 
of your Majefty, that the fame will be applied, in theproperefl: 
manner, to pufh the war with advantage, and to reduce the 
enemy to equitable terms of a fafe, honourable, and lading 
peace. 

We beg leave, alfo, to exprefs our moft grateful fenfe of 
the paternal fatisfaCtion your Majefty takes, in that good har- 
mony, which fubfifts amongft your faithful fubjeCts ; and of 
your Majefty’s gracious acceptance of the univerfal zeal and 
affeCtion of your people ; which falutary union hath enabled 
us fo effectually to exert our ftrength abroad, and hath pre- 
ferved, at home, tranquillity, fafety, and public credit; and 
we truft, that the continuance of the fame truly national fpirit 
will, by the bleffing of God, be attended with the like happy 
effeCts for the future. 

E e 2 Hit 
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A • D - the war in Germany, and promifed, to their ut- 
17 moft, effectually to ftand by and defend his Ma- 
jefty •, and fupport the King of Pruffia, and the 
reft of his allies. They thank’d him for his royal 
care in the difpofition of the fleet, to which the 
flourilhing condition of our trade was fo much 
owing : and reckon’d the ftagnation of the enemy’s 
trade, and the taking and deftroying fo many of 
their capital Ihips of war amongft the moft happy 
events , And we lhall lee that the parliament 

of 

His Majefiys moji gracious anfuuer. 

Gentlemen, 

I return you my thanks for yonr dutiful and affe&ionate ad* 
drefs ; and for this frelh mark of your unanimous zeal in de- 
fence of me and my crown, and of my good brother the King 
of Pruffia, and the reft of my allies. 

You may depend on my conftant endeavours for the pre- 
fervation of my kingdoms, their trade, and colonies ; and for 
the liberties of Europe. 

2 Ships of war taken from the French fact Midfummer , 1755. 
C»nj. Taken by 

64 Alcide ) By Admiral Bofcawen in North America. 

64 * Lys 5 * mounted only 24 when taken . 

50 In North America, by the Norwich and Litchfield. 
36 Chariot Royal, Flute. In the Bay of Bifcay, by the 
Torbay. 

16 F.fcarboucle, Corvette. In the channel, by the Ifi». 

26 Emeralde, off Breft, by the Southampton, 

28 Hermione, in the Bay, by the Unicorn, 

28 Bienacquife, in ditto, by the Sheernefs. 

80 Foudroyant, J . 

64 Orphee, J * n C ^ e Mediterranean, by Adm. O/borne. 
22 Galatee, in the Bay, by the Effex. 

64 Raifonable, in ditto, by the Dorfetihire. 

2 


44 Loue. 
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of Great Britain did not mean thefe addrefies to 
be mere echo or compliment to their fovereign, 

but 
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44 Loue, Flute, mounted only 36, when taken in the Medi. 

terranean, by the St. Albans. 

64 Bienfaifant J 

36 Diana > at Louifbourg, by Admiral Bofcavvett. 

26 Eccho J 

16 Guirlande, in the channel, by the Rainbow. 

14 Hanovre, in ditto, by the Lizard, 

64 Belliqueux, in Briftol channel, by the Antelope. 


Soo Guns. 

Trench Jhlps of *xar loft ftnce that time . 

74 Efperance, funk in the Bay, by the Orford. 

64 Leopard, burnt at Louifbourg. 

30 Concord, loft in the Bay. 

46 Junon, loft at the entrance of Mahon harbour, 

48 Aquilon, deftroyed by the Antelope. 

24 Nymphe, burnt by the Hampton-Court, on the ifland of 


Majorca. 

36 Brune, funk in the Bay, by the Huflarand Dolphin. 

24 Mutine, loft on the dogger bank. 

64 Opiniatre } 

64 Eveille > loft at Breft. 

50 Greenwich 3 

*jo burnt on the flocks at St. Maloes. 

74 Entreprenant' 

74 Prudent 
64 Capricieux 
64 Celebre 
50 Apollon 
24 Fidele 
16 Biche 
16 Cherre 

26 Rofe, burnt on the ifland of Majorca, by the Monmouth. 
16 Rhinoceros, funk in the Bay, by the Ifis. 


^All funk or ot’nerwife deftroyed at Louif- 
bourg. 


998 Guns. Befides two frigates, names unknown, burnt at 
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-A- D. but that they were in earneft, and acted conform- 
J7s8 ’ able to thofe declared fentiments ; and that they 
had the pleafure to find their acts to be entirely 
fatisfa&ory to their conftituents, as well as to the 
court. 

The irreconcileable difpofition of the belligerant 
powers made it apparent, that the only way to pro- 
cure an honourable and lafting peace was not to 
abate in our vigour, but as much as poffible to 
exert the power of Great Britain : and as this 
would add to the burden of the war, the Com- 
mons, with the greateft chearfulnefs and unani- 
Thc grants miry, voted 12,749,860 I. b for to enable his Ma- 

t or the year 

*759* jefty 

Ships of war taken by the French in that time. 

Guns. Taken by 

60 Warwick, in the Weft-Indies, by D’Aubigny’s fquadron. 
50 Greenwich, in ditto, by Beaufremont’s. 

1 10 Guns. 

i: Fnglijh Jhips lofi during that time. 

66 Mars, in Hallifax harbour. 

60 Tilbury, off Louifhourg. 

74 Invincible, near Langfton harbour. 

80 Prince George, burnt going to the Mediterranean. 

280 Guns. 


I 


b Grants for the year 1759* 


For 60,000 feamen, including 14,84.5 marines, and 

ordnance for fea fervice — 

For 52,343 efle&ive men for guards and garrifons, 
and ocher land lorces in Great Britain, Guemfey, 
and Jerfey . — . 

For the pay of the general and ftaff officers, and 

nffirprs nf the hnfmtal - 


£■ 

3,120,000 


1,256,131 
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jefty to perform the intentions of his fpeech. It 
will alfo be an illuftrious and perpetual monument 

to 


For the forces and garrifons in the plantations and £. 
Gibraltar, and for provifions for the garrilons in 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Providence, Cape 

Breten, and Senegal 742,531 

For four regiments of foot, and one battalion, on 
the Iri(h eftabliftiment, ferving in North America 

and Africa 40,879 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for land 


fervice 


220,790 


For the extra-expence of the ordnance in 1758, not 

provided for 323,988 

For the ordinary of the navy, including the half-pay 

: to fea officers - 238,491 

For the fnpport of Greenwich hofpital — 10,000 

For 38,000 of the troops of Hanover, Wolfen- 
buctle, Saxe Gotha, and Buckeburg, with the 

general and ftafF officers 398,698 

For 19,01 2 Heffians, with the general and ftafF offi- 
cers, and the officers of the hofpital, and train of 

artillery, purfuant to treaty 339,480 

Towards defraying the charges of forage, &c. for •• 

the army under Prince Ferdinand 500,000 

Towards paying oft' the debt of the navy 1,000,000 

For allowance to tiie officers and private men of the 
horfe guards, and regiment of horfe reduced, and 
' the fuperannuated men of the horfe guards 2,959 

To the reduced officers of the land forces and ma- 


rines — 

For the penfions of widows of ditto, married be- 
fore December 25, 1716 — — — 

To the King of Pruffia, purfuant to the convention 
To* the landgrave of Hefle Caffel, purfuant to treaty 
To defray the like fum, raifed laft feffions, and 
charged upon the firft aids T l - 
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34,368 

2,128 

670.000 
60,000 

800.000 
For 
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to the minifter’s honour, that this fum 
exceeds any that ever had been granted 


For building, rebuilding, and repairing his Ma- 

jefty’s Ihips ■ " ■ 

For the out penfioners of Chelfea hofpital — — 

For widening and enlarging the palfage over Lon- 
don bridge 

To the Foundling hofpital — • • 

For tranfport fervice, and vi&ualling the land forces 

for 1758. — — 1 « 

For fupporting the colony of Nova Scotia for 1759 
For defraying the charges of fupporting ditto in 

1 7 57 

For the civil eftablilhment of Georgia, from June 

24, 1758, to June.74, 1759 — rr- 

To make good the deficiency of the additional duty 
on licences for retailing wine, the duty on coals 
exported, &c. on the 5th of July 1758 
To make good the deficiency of the duty on glafs 

and fpirituous liquors 

For fupporting the Britilh forts on the coall of Africa 
To Roger Long, D. D. Lowndes’s agronomical and 
geometrical proCeffor at Cambridge, for difcharg- 
ing a mortgage upon an eftate devifed by Thomas 
Lowndes, Efq; (inventor of a method for melio- 
rating brine fait) for the endowment of the faid 
profeilbrlhip, and other expences of the faid Dr. 

Long 

For paying and cloathing the militia to the 25th of 

March 1760 • 

For the extra-expences of the land forces, &c. in 

1758, not provided for — — 

For fortifying Chatham dock ■ . . 

For fortifying Portfmouth town ■ 

For fortifying Plymouth citadel * — . 

For fortifying Milford havea ■> 1 


OF 

, which 
in that 
houfe 

£• 

2C0,000 

26,000 

15,000 

50,000 

667,772 

9,9°2 

1 1,279 

4,052 


2 4>37 f 

8,882 

10,000 


1,280 

90.000 

466^786 

708 

6,937 

25,159 

10.000 
For 
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houfe before, was given with pleafure and harmo- A D. 
ny. Such was the implicit confidence of the re- ' 

/* • ji!*f ii 1 ■ Their faith 

preientatives, and or the whole people in one i„ hj s Ma- 

man, whofe integrity and zeal for his country’s 
welfare they did not doubt-, and of whofe fpirit 
and abilities for humbling the enemy they had al- 
ready feen fuch examples, that they could not 
but rely on his known honefty and vigilance to- 


For paying the debts upon the eftate forfeited to the £, 
crown by the attainder of Lord John Drummond 69,911 
To the Eaft India company for defending their fet- 

tlements — 20,000 

To the provinces in North America, for the ex- 

pences of troops raifed by them — — — 200,000 

To the innholders on which the Heflian troops were 

billetted in 1758 * 2,500 

For augmenting the falaries of the judges in Great 

Britain* 1 1,450 

To the widow of Nicholas Hardinge, Efq; for the 
ballance of an account for printing the journals 

of the Houfe of Commons — — 779 

For intereft for money laid out to purchafe lands 

about Chatham, Portfmouth, and Plymouth 1,716 

For purchafing lands about ditto z>443 

Todefray any extra-expence of the war in 1759 1 ,000,000 

Total 12,749,860 

* To the puifne judges of the King’s Bench, and all of the 
Common Pleas 500 1 . each; the chief baron of the Exchequer 
ioool- the reft of the barons 500 1 . To the judges in Scot- 
land, viz. the prelident of the court of Seflion, and chief 
baron of the Exchequer, 300 1 . eac ^ » and to the other judges 
of thefe courts 200 1 . each. To the juflices of Chelter and 
Wales, viz. to the chief juftice of Chefter 200 1 . and to each 
of thejuftices of the Great Seffions in Wales 150I. 

wards 
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thanks to 
Admiral 
Ofborne, 
and his an- 
fwer. 
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wards the Eritifh power and intereft. A conduct, 
not fupported by fadtion, but rouzed by the mi- 
nifter’s intrepidity, firmnefs and vigilance, to re- 
venge the national injuries upon a perfidious enemy. 

The Houfe of Commons did further exprefs 
their approbation of the meafures purfued againft 
France, by ordering their thanks c , by the Speaker, 

£ The Right Honourable the Speaker acquainted the houfe, 
that in obedience to their commands, h had fignified to Ad- 
miral Olborne their thanks, and had received the foliov/ina 

I 0 

anfwer : 

S I R, 

I want words to exprefs my fsnfe of the honour the houfe 
of Commons has been pleafed to confer upon me, and only 
hope that you. Sir, will be as gracious to me in reprefenticg 
my gratitude to that auguft aflembly, as you have been in ac- 
quainting me with their fatourable acceptance of mv fer vices * 
I have done no more than my duty. I have only been the 
humble, though happy, inftrument of executing the wife mea- 
fures directed by his Majefty. 

I have no title. Sir, to any glory, but what is common to 
me as a feaman, and as an Englifnman zealous for the fervice 
of my country, which is pleafed to reward me with this in- 
ftanceof their approbation. From the fituation of my healthy 
Sir, lean flatter myfelf with having, but few opportunities of 
employing the remainder of my life, in a grateful exertion of 
my abilities for the honour and intereft of my country. But 
as the houfe of Commons is fo glorioufly watchful to encou- 
rage the greateft merit, by rewarding the leaft, England can 
never want good officers ; and however honoured I am by this 
diftin&ion, may my fervices be the moft inconiiderable, that 
{hall be thus acknowledged. I am, with the greateft refped. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, and 

Dec. S, 175S. IVloft humble fervant, 

HENRY OSBORNE. 
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to Admiral Ofborne, for his vigilance and fervice A. D. 
in the Mediterranean, whereby the enemy was de- 175 
prived of the fervice of one half of their naval force, 
and of the means to relieve Louifbourg, &c. And To Admi- 
Admiral Bofcawen, returned from the conqueft of cawen." 
Louifbourg, having taken his feat in the houfe, 

(on the 1 2th) the Speaker, purfuant to an order 
of the Commons on the 6 th, gave him their 
thanks as he flood in his place, in thefe words, 
with an air of awful dignity, fuitable to the im- 
portance of the fubjedt, and to the affembly in 
which it was fpoken. 


Admiral Bofcawen ! 

r T"' H E houfe have unanimoufly refolved, that 
thanks fhould be given to you for the fer- 
vices you have done to your King and country in 
North America ; and it is my duty to convey 
their thanks to you. 

I wifh I could do it in a manner fuitable to the 
occafion, and as they ought to be given to you, 
now flanding in your place, as a member of this 
hpufe. 

/ But were I able to enumerate and fet forth, in 
the beft manner, the great and extenfive advan- 
tages accruing to this nation from the conqueft of 
Louifbourg, with the iflands of Cape Breton and 
St. John, I could only exhibit a repetition of what 
has already been, and is, the genuine and uniform 
fenfe and language of every part of the kingdom. 


Their 
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Their joy too has been equal to their fentiments 
upon this interefting event •, and in their fenti- 
ments and joy they have carried their gratitude 
alfo to you, Sir, as a principal inftrument in thefe 
mod important acquifitions. 

You are now therefore receiving the acknow- 
ledgments of the people, only in a more folemn 
W ay — by the voice, the general voice, of their 
reprefen tatives in parliament : — The moft honour- 
able fame that any man can arrive at, in this, or 
any other country. It is, on thefe occafions, a 
national honour, from a free people •, ever cau- 
tioufly to be conferred, in order to be the more 
efteemed — to be the greater reward •, and which 
ought to be referved for the moft fignal fervices 
to the date, and the moft approved merit in them : 
fuch as this houfe has ufually, and very lately, 
made their objects of public thanks. 

The ufe, I am perfuaded, you will make of 
this juft teftimony, and high reward of your fer- 
vices and merit, will be the preferving in your 
own mind a lafting imprefiion of what the Com- 
mons of Great Britain are now rendering to you, 
and in a conftant continuance of the zeal ahd ar- 
dour for' the glory of your King and country, 
which havemade you to deferve it. 

In obedience to the commands of the houfe I 
do, with great pleafure to myfelf, give you the 
thanks of the houfe, for the fervices you have 
done to your King and country in North Ame- 
rica. 


I Tnnn 
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Upon which Admiral Bofcawen faid ; 


Mr. Speaker! 

I am happy in having been able to do my duty : Admiral 
but have not words to exprefs my fenfe of the di- 
ftinguifhing reward, that has been conferred upon lvver * 
me by this houfe : nor can I enough thank you. 

Sir, for the polite and elegant manner, in which 
you have been pleafed to convey to me the refolu- 
tion of the houfe. 
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BOOK IV. 

Containing the progrefs of the war between the allies 
and France , and between the grand confederates 
and the King of P ruffi a. The battles of Bergen 
and Minden by Prince Ferdinand. The battles of 
Zullichau and of Cunnerfdorf by the Prujfans. 
The various fucccfs of she hnperialijls , Auflrians 
and Prujfans in Saxony , Silefia, Lufatia , &c. 
The meafures of the Britifh councils , and the 
fuccefs of their arms, in the Wefl Indies and North 
America. The conqueft of Guadaloupe. The battle 
and furrender of Quebec, and conqueft of Canada , 
Ticondaroga , Crown- Point and Niagara. A 
French invafion defeated by our operations on the 
coajl of France , and the deflruftion of their fleet 
from Toulon , by Admiral Bcfcawen off Lagos , and 
from Brefl by Admiral Hawke off Belleifle. The 
war in the Eafl Indies . The furrender of Surat. 

The 
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The treachery of the Dutch. The French de- 
feated by Colonel Clive in Bengal , and their feet 
by Admiral Pocock. Peace offered to their ene- 
mies^ by his Britannic Majefiy and the King of 
P ruff a. 

HE parliament having granted almoft two 



JL millions for the foie purpofe of carrying on 
the war in Germany, exclufive of the extraordi- 
nary expence of tranlporting and recruiting our na- 
tional troops, in aftual fervice upon that part of the 
continent ; of the train of artillery, convoys, forage, 
hofpitals and other contingencies of a campaign ; 
the fubfidy was paid to Pruflia, renewed under 
the fame conditions, as had been flipulated by laft 
year’s treaty ; and the army, under Prince Ferdi- 
nand, was {Lengthened by frefh reinforcements 
from England, augmented with German recruits, 
and fupplied with every necefiary and conveni- 
ence required to enable, and to encourage them 
to face their enemies. But the French, by an aft 
of perfidy, at which they never boggle, when it 
is to their advantage to break their faith, had 
cut his Highnefs off from fome refources, which 
deprived him of many benefits for the opening of 
the campaign, and facilitated their own opera- 
tions. 

This was the furprize of the neutral Imperial FYanckfort 

.1 . . . , . . ill rpn zed 

city of Franckfort. Without which the chain oftreacher- 
communication, eftablifhed by the Auftrian con-®J e ^ h> 
federates, at the dole of the laft campaign, could 
not have anfwered the intention of the French 
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operations againft the army of the allies under 
Prince Ferdinand. This city fecured to them that 
communication with the Auftrians and Imperialifts, 
and a fupply of every necefiary for their army by 
the courfe of the Upper Rhine and the Maine from 
Mentz, Spire, Worms and Alface. 

The method the French took to gain this im- 
portant port, was firft a demand of free pafiage 
only for the regiment of Nafiau. Which was 
granted on condition of being efcorted through 
the city by a detachment of its garrifon, un- 
der the promife and good faith of obferving ftrift 
difeipline, and of committing no aft againft the 
neutrality, and the franchifes. But when the French 
regiment had penetrated as far as the gate of 
Saxenhaufen, the obfequious tranfmigrants halted, 
drew up in battle array and difarmed their guards, 
and in the midft of the furprize and confufion of 
the citizens, they were immediately fupported by 
five more French regiments, who feized upon the 
city, and there eftablifhed the head- charters of 
their General, Prince de Soubize, on the 2d of 
January, 1759. 

Prince Ferdinand foon felt the effefts of this 
fituation of his enemy •, and was convinced of the 
neceftity to open the campaign with meafures to 
diflodge the French from Franckfort. But was re- 
tarded, till the month of April, by an irruption 
of the Imperialifts into Heffe, about the latter 
end of February •, againft whom he was obliged 
to detach a confiderable party of horle and foot, 
under General Urft, who was ordered to aftemble 
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at Rhotenburg, and to march towards Vacha. A - D. 
Urft executed his orders with fuch fuccefs, that I7S9 ‘ 
he furprifed the enemy in their quarters in the 
night between the ift and 2d of March; took 
fome of them, and obliged the reft to retire, and 


to evacuate Vacha, Hirchffeld and all the Hef- 
llan bailiwicks. Which laid the foundation of j s k e . vera ( j 
feveral fkirmifhes in this quarter. The Auftrians, with V a-' 
fupported by a ftrong corps of French from Franck- cefs? luc 
fort, returned and drove the Flanoverians out of 
their acquifitions : and this united force was, on 
the 31ft of the fame month, furprized once more, 
and feverely handled by the Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick, who led a confiderable body of 
troops through ways deemed impafiable, and killed 
and^made prifoners a battalion of Wurtemburghers, 
a regiment of cuirafliers at Molrichftadt, befides 
two battalions of grenadiers, belonging to the 
Eledlor of Cologn, and fome light troops, with a 
confiderable magazine at Memingen ; and a bat- 
talion at Wafungen, after a fmart encounter with, 
and the defeat of. General d’Arberg, detached 
with a ftrong corps of Auftrians to its relief. In 
the mean time the Duke of Holftein fucceeded in 
diflodging the French from Freyenfteinau, where 
a captain and his company were made prifoners 
of war. Which ftruck fuch a terror upon the 
enemy’s fcattered parties, in thofe quarters, that 
they all fell back towards Bamberg. 

Prince Ferdinand having fucceeded in thefe pre- 
vious operations, and provided a corps of 1 1 or 
12,000 men to guard Hanover, Hefle and parts 

Vo l. III. Ff adja- 
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The battle 
of Bergen. 


adjacent from a furprize, he marched, on the 
ioth of April, with about 30,000 choice troops 
drawn from the Lippe and from Hefie % to carry 
his defign againft Franckfort into execution be- 
fore the French reinforcement could arrive in that 
city. But the M. Duke de Broglio being apprifed 
of Prince Ferdinand’s motions, and of the rout of 
the army under his command, penetrated into his 
intention, and feized (on the 12th) upon the ftrong 
poft near Bergen, a village which lies between 
Franckfort and Harman, and muft be forced before 
the allied army could have advanced to Franck- 
fort. Accordingly, on the 1 3th, his Serene High- 
nefs meeting with this unexpected obftruCtion, did 
not hefitate a moment, but being arrived at nine 
in the morning facing the enemy, drawn up in 
order of battle, to receive them, he made his 
difpofitions behind a rifing ground, that covered 
his troops, from whence they fallied about ten 
o’clock, and the grenadiers of the advanced guards 
immediately began the attack upon the village of 
Bergen, with great impetuofity ; in which were 
polled eight German battalions, fupported by fe- 
veral brigades of French foot, placed behind that 
village. They were received with a very brifk fire 
from thefe troops ; and though they were fupported 
by feveral battalions, under Prince Yfembourg, 
who did all that an able and valiant General could 

a Compofcd of all the HelEan cavalry and infantry, of all 
the Brunfwick battalions, ten fquadrons of Pruffian dragoons, 
tnree regiments of Englifh horle, feven battalions and fix 
fquadrons of Hanoverian dragoons. 


do, 
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do, till he fell in the aftion, and his troops being D. 
over-powered were obliged to retreat in Tome dif- i759 ‘ 
order. However, they rallied again and made p 0 wei e d. 
three attacks, in the (pace of two hours and a 
halt; but were not able to carry their point. It Retreats in 
was now the chief confideration of the Prince how der?* ° 1 ' 
to retreat with honour and with fafety, in the fight 
of a fuperior enemy. This could not be done by 
main force. Stratagem was to fupply the want of 
ftrength. The day was not half ipent. Night 
was the only means to cover the retreat. His 
Serene Highnefs, in this embarrafifment, put on 
an air of refolution to renew the battle with greater 
vigour. After remaining fome time behind the 
riling ground, that covered the difpofitions of the 
allied army in the morning, he made a Ihew of 
another attempt, by feparating his infantry into 
two bodies, one on the right and another on the 
left, and placed his cavalry in the center, with a 
fmall column of infantry before it. This carry- g y a lh-a- 
ed the appearance of an intention to attack both ta 3 em * 
the village of Bergen, which made the right of 
Broglio’s army, and fecured his flanks and center, 
and to attack the wood on his left, where the 
whole body of Saxons were ftationed *, and, if 
either of thefe attacks fhould fucceed, to fall di- 
re&ly upon his center. But, though Prince Fer- 
dinand carried this countenance of continuing the 
attack, and brought up a great number of can- 
non, with which they kept a brilk cannonade againft 
the village ; and alfo againft the wood, where the 
volunteers were ported, nothing more was at- 
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tempted the whole day, but to gain time by 
amufing the French general, till night came on, 
when the allies fell back to Windeken without 
moleftation, with the lofs of Prince Yfembourg, 
General Gilfoe, Count Schulembourg, and about 
2000 men, with five pieces of cannon left in the 
village. The French acknowledge their lofs to 
be confiderable. 

The conduft of Prince Ferdinand, in this attion, 
deferves the higheft commendation, though he was 
worfted. For, his honour is greatly enhanced by the 
Ikill with which he planned and executed his retreat. 
However, the effe&s of this battle was greatly in 
Fianckfort favour of cur enemies, and ruinous to the allies. 
the 1 hand” The French Fill kept Franckfort, with all the ad- 
of the vantages of its fituation ; and were put into a con- 
dition to renew their operations with greater hopes 
of fuccefs againft the territories of the allies : but 
Prince Ferdinand was reduced to the neceffity of 
remaining upon the defenfive, of fubmitting to 
many inconveniences, and of encountering many 
difficulties, for a confiderable time, upon the 
Wefer which river his Serene Highneis main- 
tained, in defiance of the feveral attempts of the 
French to deprive him of that communication. 
Operations Nothing now could prevent the reinforcements 
French, of the French armies, on the Upper and Lower 
Rhine. So that, about the middle of May, they 
were ready to take the field, and on the 3d of 
June they joined near Marpourg, under the chief 
command of M. de Contades, who took up his 
head-quarters at Corbach ; and CafTel opened her 

gates 
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gates to his light- horfe, the troops of the Land- A. D. 
gravate under General Imhoff having retired from ' 759 ‘ 
that city to Paderborn. All their motions indi- How 
cated a refoluticn to cut off Prince Ferdinand’s Z^L 
retreat to the Wefer : but without effedt. The 1?eidi »and. 
Prince s endeavours were to throw as many ob- 
ftrudtions, as poffible, in their way. He left 
garrifons in Lipffadt, Ritberg, Munfter and Min- 
den. But they could not divert Contades from 
his principal objed. He marched and encamped 
on the i 2th at S tad t berg ; and he detached Brog- 
lio to feize upon Munden and Gottingen in Ha- 
nover . Prince Ferdinand moved no further than to 
Lipftadr, and encamped between Soeft and Werle. 

From thence he proceeded, with his army, to the 
heights of Buren, and to Ritberg; on the 30th of 
June arrived at Marien field; and on the 3d of July 
he encamped at Driefen, between Ofnaburg and 
Minden ; where he was joined by General Wangen- 
heim, and the Hanoverians, whom he brought 
fir ft from the ftrong camp at Dulmen, and after- 
wards from under the cannon of Munfter. With 
this reinforcement Prince Ferdinand made feveral 
other motions, till he fixed his head-quarters in 
an advantageous camp near Peterfhagen. The 
French, in the mean time, were left topurfue their 
plan without oppofition. Whereby they found Succefs of 
means to furprize Ritberg. M. Duke de Broglio theFrencb ’ 
took Minden by affault, and made there 1500 
men prifoners, and took immenfe magazines. 

Monf. de Armentiers attempted the like againft 
Munfter ; but was obliged to befiege it. in form, 
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before be could force the garrifon, of 4000 merr 
to furrender prifoners of war : and then the main 
body of the French army halted, and took an 
advantageous camp near Minden. 

We leave the allied army, under Prince Ferdi- 
nand, at Peterlhagen, and the main body of the 
French army near Minden, till we take a view of 
this campaign In the other parts of Germany. 

The Aullrian confederacy threatened to fur- 
round and attack the King of Pruffia, with four 
hundred thoufar.d men. For which immenfe ma- 
gazines of provisions, forage and military (lores 
of all forts were formed, particularly in Poland 
by the Ruffians j on whofe operations, in concert 
with Count Daun, it was apparent the iuccefs of 
their next campaign chiefly depended. 

The obftruction of the Ruffians became the 
primary objedl of his attention. He had not 
ftrength' enough to detach a lufficient force to watch 
their motions and to give them battle, with any 
hopes of advantage. His meaffires mull be 
fchemed to deprive them of the power of adtion. 
Nothing could effedt this grand projedt but to cut 
off their means of fubfifting which depended, 
not upon the produce of the country or territories, 
through which they were to march, and already, 
in a great meafure, ruined and laid wafte by their 
lall year’s barbarities ; but upon the magazines 
eredled for their particular ufe in Poland. Thele 
he refolved to make feel the firfl blow of his arms 

j 

in 1759, and to cut them off, if poffible ; and 
for this purpofe he detached forty-fix fquadrons 

and 
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and twenty-fix battalions under 'General Wober- -A. D. 
fnow, from Glogau in Silefia, about the middle , ' 59 ' 
of February, who entered Poland, deffroyed fe- 
veral vaft magazines belonging to the Ruffians, 
and particularly that at Pofna, guarded by 2000 
Coffacks, and contained as much Pour as mieht 

O 

have fed 50,000 men for three months b : fome 
accounts fay, 40,000 bulhels of grain. 

His next endeavours were to difconcert the in- Detaches a 
tended union of the Imperialifts and French with ^ rov S b °- 

r dy agamft 

the Auftrians ; and then to attack the latter with theimpe- 

nalifts 

advantage. His fcheme fo far fucceeded, that he 
drove the Imperialifts from their Rations at Er- 
furth, Gotha and Eifenach, and then to burn and 
deftroy their magazines alio. Which fervice was 
well executed by General Knobloch, with a de- 
tachment from the Pruffian army in Saxony, about 
the latter end ofFebiuary*, who carried off the 
forage and provifions to Saxe-Naumberg, and 
laid that part of the country under heavy contri- 
butions c . 

The 

b In this expedition the Pruffians attacked the caftle of 
Prince Sulkoufki, a Polifh grandee, who had iruerefted him- 
felf againft the King of Pruffia, forced him to furrender, and 
carried him and his garrifon prifoners into ilefia ; and loaded 
300 waggons with provifions and forage, he had collected 
for the Ruffians. 

c Major General Knobloch was detached from Saxony to 
Erfurth, of which he made himfclf mailer on February the 
28th. General Guafco, after furrendering that city by capi- 
tulation, retired to Schleufing, with the four battalions, which 
he commanded. Two other battalions threw themfelves into 
the fortrefs of Peterfberg, and promifed to Hand neuter. The 

F f 4 even- 
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A. D. The troops of his Pruffian Majefty laid no- 
1759 ‘ where inactive. Five thoufand detached on the 
tachments. flde of Mecklenbourg, attacked Schwerin, one 
of the principal cities in that dutchy j from 
whence they drove a garrifon of 2000 men to 
feek flicker on a fmall iflatid in the Lake of 
Schwerin d : obliged molt of the young men in 
the town, able to bear arms, to eniift in the Pruf- 
fian fervice •, and laid the country under contri- 
bution. From hence this corps penetrated into 
Swedifh Pomerania, and forced the garrifon of 
200 men and eleven officers, in the town of Pe- 
namunde, to furrender prifoners of war. 

Advant- The Swedes were not below his attention. Nor 
theSwTdes. did the feverity of the winter prevent his purfuit 
of their flying army. For, the army under Ge- 
neral Manteuffel, in Pomerania, acted with fuch 
fpirit, that his labours were recompenfed with the 
furrender of Damgarten, Wolgafl; and feveral other 
places, whofe garrifons either retired in time, or 
immediately fubmitted to the Prufiian fummons: 
and he reduced Demen and Anclam by fiege, at 

evening before he had taken, near Erfurth, three officers and 
fixty huflars. The ad of March M. ae Kleid, lieutenant- 
colonel of the green huflars, pulhed as far as Eifenach, where 
he made 124 prifoners. A detachment fent to Smalkalden 
and Vacha, took alfo 150 men. On the 4th, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wunfch, with 300 men, attacked a body of grena- 
diers potted behind felled trees, near Frauenwelde, diflodged 
them from that poll, took twenty-feven prifoners, and one - 
piece of cannon, a three pounder. After this expedition, the 
Pruffian troops retur ned into their quarters the 9th and 10th. 
d On the 15th of March. 
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the lame time •, made 2700 prifoners of war, in- A. D. 
eluding officers, 48 pieces of cannon, mortars and 17 
howitzers a large Quantity of ammunition in 
Demen, and a very confiderable magazine in 
Anclam. 

There remained but one more attempt, which, Attempts 
if executed with fuccefs, would compleat his plan, Count 
and place him in a condition to march in quell of Daun ‘ 
the main Aullrian army. This was, to cut off, 
or to llreighten the fubfillence of M. Daun’s ar- 
my, as much as poffible. With this view we fee 
his Majelly, immediately upon advice of the pro- 
mifed fuccefs of his different parties, affembling 
his main army near Strigau, and entrenching his 
forces at Bolchenhayn, near Landfhut in Silefia. 

By which difpolition he both rendered the invafion 
of Silefia impracticable, cut off the fubfillence of 
M. Daun’s army from that quarter, and even 
from Moravia, on which great dependance had 
been placed by the enemy *, and enabled his bro- 
ther, Prince Plenty, to march out of Saxony into 
Bohemia, about the middle of April, and by de- 
llroying the Aullrian magazines in that kingdom, 
to render fubfillence on that fide alfo extremely 
difficult. All which was performed without any 
other lofs than at Griefenberg, on the frontiers of 
Silefia, where a battalion of Pruffian grenadiers, 
polled under Colonel Duringlheven, were fur- 
prifed and made prifoners by General Beck, who 

attacked that poll with 4000 men. 

Prince Henry marched in two columns for Prince 
Bohemia ; one column marched by Peterfwalde, marches 

and r Bo - 
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and another, under General Hulfen, by Pafs- 
berg and Commota. The vanguard of the co- 
lumn, which marched by Peterfwalde, found the 
eminence beyond that village fortified with a re- 
doubt, with a itrong barricade before it, guarded 
by 6oo Croats and fotne Hungarian foot. This 
pafs was forced : a major and thirty men were made 
prifoners, and fifteen (lain. The time required to 
remove the barricade, facilitated the retreat of the 
enemy, who had leifure to draw off their troops. 
Neverthelefs, the Pruflian vanguard dividing into 
two bodies, one proceeded to Aulhg and the other 
to Toplitz : the enemy fled precipitately every 
where. The magazine of Auffig was deftroyed, 

‘ and the boats on the Elbe burnt. The vanguard 
returned, on the i 6th, to the main body at Wel- 
mina, having feized the magazines at Lovvofitz 
and Leutmeritz, and demoliihed a bridge they 
had lately built. General Hulfen found the pafs 
of Pafsberg guarded by a body of Croats, and the 
regiment of Konigfeg and Andlau. The horfe 
which marched by Pelfbourg, attacked the enemy 
in the rear, while they were attacked in front 
by the foot, who at length drove them from their 
intrenchments. General Renard, with fifty-one 
officers and 2000 men were taken, and three co- 
lours, two ftandards, and three pieces of cannon. 
Major-General Afcherfleben, at the head of the 
vanguard of the column commanded by General 
Hullen, was detached toSaatz; but the Auflrians 
burnt the magazine in that place, rather than fuffer 
it to fall into the hands of the enemy. General 

Meinick, 
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Meinick, with his regiment of dragoons, and Co- -A. D. 
lonel Kleift, at the head of the huffars, formed a * 759 * 
pafiage over the Egra, cut part of the guard to 
pieces, took three officers, and 120 men prifoners, 
and deftroyed feveral magazines e . 

After this expedition of deftru&ion, which 
filled Bohemia with confternation. Prince Henry 
returned to refreffi his troops near Drefden. But 
their recefs was only of a ffiort duration : for in 
a few days they were ordered to march in two co- 
lumns ; one took the rout of Saalfeldt, the other 
to Hoff in Franconia : a motion concerted be- 
tween the King of Pruffia and Prince Ferdinand, 
to difconcert the operations of the Imperialists. 

For about the fame time that Prince Henry fet 
off, with 40,000 men, a detachment of 12,000 
Hanoverians, under the command of the Here- 
ditary Prince of Brunfwick, began to march from 
the allied army for the fame quarter ; and, having Routs the 
joined the Pruffians, their united force, on the S" ial 
8th of April, fell upon the army of the Empire 
in three different polls, and completed their de- 
ftru&ion fo effectually, that the Prince of Deux 

e The total deftruttion in the magazines amounted to 
35,486 tons of meal ; 37,400 loaves of bread, of 41b. weight 
each; 1 36,820 Berlin meafures of oats, and 86,300 rations of 
hay, of 8 1 . weight each. In deftroying the magazine at Bu- 
din the flames fpread, and reduced the town to aihes ; though 
Prince Henry did all in his power to extinguiffi the fire. 

The contributions raifed in this expedition were divided : to 
every field-officer 100 rixdollars, to every fubaltern 50 rix- 
dollars, to every ferjeant 20 rixdollars, and to every private 
man one rixdollar, exclufive of all their plunder. 
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A. D. Ponts, their commander in chief, demanded fuc- 
1 7 ^' cours from M. Duke de Broglio, the French ge- 
neral at Franckfort. For, General Macgulre was 
forced to quit Aich, and retire in the night to 
Egra : and the main body of the army of the 
Empire not in a condition todifpute the field with 
the Pruflian general, fled before him to Cullem- 
bach, thence to Bamberg, and again to Nurem- 
berg. Prince Henry, in this purfuit, reduced 
obliged to Cronach and the caflle of Rocenbcrg. But when 
Saxony nt ° h e advanced as far as Bamberg f , he was re- 
called, and the Imperial army v/as delivered from 
his future motions, by a diverfion made by the 
irruption of a body of Auftrians, under General 
Advant- Gemminsren, into Saxony. So that Prince Henry 
gainc h d C . hrd returned into Saxony, after he had made fifteen 
hundred prifoners, whom he lent to Leipfrc; de- 
ft royed all the magazines that fell in his way, and 
laid the marquifite of Cuflembach and the bifhop- 
rick of Bamberg under contribution. Though 
this diverfion may be laid to lave the army of the 
Empire •, their lofies fuftained by this expedition, 
difabled them from attempting any thing againft 
the Pruflians. Indeed Count Palfy made a faint 

f Bamberg farrendered on term?, at his approach, bat fome 
confufion happening before the capitulation was compleated, 
a party of Croats fired upon a party of Pruflians, who had ad- 
vanced near one of the gates. Which being refented by the 
Prince, as a breach of the capitulation, his Piighnefs gave 
the city up to be plundered by his troops : who pillaged during 
t\\'o whole days, in a moll unrelenting and licentious manner. 
Which occafioned loud complaints, all over Europe, againft 
the Prunians, and afterwards produced a fevere retalliation. 

attempt 


the LATE WAR. 


461 


attempt to harrafs their retreat with a party of 
Imperialifts ; but that body was defeated with a 
confiderable daughter near Hoff ; which reduced 
their whole army to about 10,000 men, who re- 
turned to Bamberg : and Gcmmingen having 
gained his point, to draw the Prufiian army back 
into Saxony, he retired into Bohemia at the ap- 
proach of Prince Henry. 

M. Count Daun was all this time encamped in p 0 fition of 
a very advantageous pod, with the grand Auftrian 
army at Schartz in Bohemia, within the circle of 
Koningfgratz. His right was at Braunau, and the 
left extended to Gabel. The King of Pruffia re- of the 
mained near Landlhut : and a confiderable body p r l uffia°. 
of P ruffians, commanded by General Fouquet, 
were polled in the fouthern part of Silefia. Which 
difpofition kept their enemies in awe, and at 
ffiort allowance for provifions and forage ; though 
there were feveral fkirmifhes between Fouquet and 

A 

the Auftrian General de Ville, who commanded 
a large body of troops on the frontiers of Mo- 
ravia. Here we behold the King of Pruffia and 
M. Daun watching each other, with the greateft 
attention and impatience, to feize a critical mo- 
ment, that might happen through any incident or 
overfight in either party. His Pruffian Majefty 
had done all, that could be done in his circum- 
ftances, to diftrefs his enemies, and to oblige them 
to remain upon the defenfive. Nor could his ene- 
mies dare to attack him, without the affiftance Ruffian* 

. refund 

of the Ruffians. Thefe had fuftered greatly by their ope^ 
the deftrudlion of their magazines in the winter. ratlolu * 

But 
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A. D. But the neceffity of their aid put the Emprefs- 
I ' 59 ‘ Queen upon every expedient to keep the Czarina 
Heady in her Caufe, and to prevail with her Ma~ 
jelly to keep the field. The Czarina as defirous 
of the King of Prufiia’s total ruin, as her confe- 
derates were, did not hefitate a moment at the 
requifition of the Auftrian minifter ; but rather 
more exafperated by the King of Prufiia’s late 
fuccefs, and furnifiied with fufiicient refources to 
repair the lofs of her magazines, her Czarilh Ma- 
jeily ordered Count Soltikolf to lead her numerous 
army of favages into the dominions of Prufiia. 
March to- In purfuance of this order, the Ruffian army 

wards the re f um ed their march over the Viftula. On the 
Yiltula. 

2 1 ft of April, they had finifhed two bridges a- 
crofs that river. Their irregulars appeared im- 
mediately in the Prufiian territories, with their 
ufual barbarities, ravaging without pity the fron- 
tiers of Pomerania, Brandenburg and Silefia j and 
the main body of the Ruffian army followed about 
the middle of May, taking the fame rout, and 
Attraathe exercifing the like barbarities. His Prufiian Ma- 
of t£ the° n at fi r il> thought it fufiicient to oppofe their 

Kins of attempts by two parties ; one polled under Gene- 
ral Manteuffel at Grypfwalden in Pomerania, and 
another at Koningfwalde, under General Schla- 
Count berndorf. But when certain advice arrived, that 
derecTto 1 the whole army of the Ruffians were adtually in 
then/ 6 tnorion to pafs the Viftula, his Majefty ordered 
Count Dohna to return from Mecklenburg, where 
he had been making levies, and raifing contribu- 
tions, to repair into Pomerania, and to take the 

chief 
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chief command of the troops deftined to a& A. D. 
againft the invaders. With which he encamped I759 ‘ 
near Cuftrin : and he was afterwards reinforced 
by the feveral bodies of troops under General 
Hullen and General Woberfnow, with orders to 
march into Poland in quell of the enemy. 

Count Dohna advanced to Meritz in Poland, ? VTarc J ,es 
and publilhed a manifefto in the name of his land. 
Pruffian Majelly, (dated the 1 5th of June) fetting Publifhes a 
forth the necefiity he was under to enter the re- tTTxcufe 
public of Poland, with a part of his armies, in thlsmarch « 
order to protect their territories againft the threatned 
invafion of the enemy ; and declaring that this 
ftep mull not be deemed a breach of refpefl he 
always had for that illuftrious republic, nor lefien 
the good underftanding hitherto fubfifting be- 
tween them ; but to ftrengthen the fame by grant- 
ing him the fame good-will as the Republic fhewed 
to the enemy, than which he defired nothing 
more. He then demanded a fupply of provifions, Demands 
corn and forage fufficient for 40,000 men, with for money, 
the utmoft difpatch, upon promife of paying ready 
money for the fame, but threatning to take it by 
force, in the fame manner as the enemy had done, 
in cafe of a refufal or neglect. 

His Majefty alfo made an attempt to draw re- A mani- 
cruits from Poland, and to engage fome of the lf.fn.ks! 
Polifh nobility to take up arms in his caufe and 
to join his army. For on the 2 2d of the fame 
month, another manifefto or proclamation iflued 
from Count Dohna, importing, That if any one 
had an inclination to enter into the King of Pruf- 

fia’s 
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A. D. fia’s fervice, with an intention to behave well and 
* 759 ’ faithfully, he might apply to the head quarters, 
and be afiured of a capitulation for three or four 
years : and that if any Prince or member of the 
republic of Poland were difpofed to aflemble a 
body of men, and to join in a troop, or in a com- 
pany, the Pru Ilian army, to make a common caufe 
with it, he might depend upon a gracious recep- 
tion, and that due regard would be fhewn to his 
Another merit •, at the fame time threatning difagreeable 
hfrwing confequences to any perfon, that Ihould either 
deferters. Hie Iter, conceal or lodge, any deferter from the 
Pruflian colours, and promifing a reward to every 
perfon, that fhould bring a deferter back and de- 
liver him at the firft advanced poll, or at the head 
quarters. A caution that was become exceeding 
neceflary, as appears by another manifefto of the 
And for 17th, wherein it is declared, “ That it was with 
Sefcitersf “ greateft aftonifhment that the King had 

“ heard that feveral of his own fubje&s had fuf- 
“ fered themfelves to be feduced from their allegi- 
“ ance fo far, as to enter into the fervice of a Po- 
“ tentate, with whom he is a&ually at war : and 
“ that all his fubje&s ferving in the enemies ar- 
“ mies, who fhall be taken with arms in their 
“ hands, fhall be fentenced to be hanged without 
“ mercy, as traitors to their King and country/* 
From which it is evident, that the Pruflian army 
in its march into Poland began to fuffer by fre- 
quent defertions *, and that it was neceflary to 
bring the affair intended with the Ruffians to a 
crifls. 


This 
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This was certainly the refolution and expefla- A. D. 
tion of the King of Pruffia •, his own army grow- 
ing weaker and in danger of being diftreffed for 
provifions : whilft the enemy were in a fituation 
to be daily reinforced and fupplied by their fleer, 
now united with the Swedes s , and commanding Swedifh 
all the coaft of the Baltic, from whence recruits, fhe Rut 
ammunition, provifion, and all forts of warlike lian * 
ftores, could be eafily conveyed to the Ruffian 
army. 

But Count Dohna diffident of his own ftrength, Count 
though he advanced as far as within five miles of 
Pofna, could not be prevailed upon to attack the tion * 
Ruffian grand army, under General SolticpfF, in 
their ftrong encampment : which having the city 
Pofna and the river Warta in their rear, and in their 
front a formidable entrenchment, mounted with a 
numerous artillery, he thought would be impreg- 
nable, or at leaft could not be attacked with any 
degree of fuccefs. Therefore he contented him- 
felf with trying every means to harrafs the enemy, 
to watch their motions, and to cut off their con- 
voys to the eaftward •, till fuch times as his own 
army was reduced to the neceffity of falling back 
to the Oder for their own fubfiftence. So that all 
he could do was not fufficient to flop their pro- 
grefs towards Silefia, who marched and encamped 
between Langemcil and Schmellau, in oilefia, by 
the time the Pruffian General got with lys army 
to Zullichau, near Croffen. 

g This united fleet had inftru&ions to feize all Pruflian 
veflels coming from, or bound unto Stettin. 

Vo l. III. Gg This 
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A. D. This conduct of Count Dohna was extremely 

1 7 CQ. ' 

difagreea'ole to his Pruffian Majefty ; who placed 

Difagree- , r . r 

able to his great confidence in the courage of his troops, in 

Majeftv. the A* 111 of his commanders, and in the timidity 

of his enemies •, whofe piquets, and advanced 

guards at the approach of only five battalions of 

Pruffian infantry, fupported by a few fquadrons of 

horfe, retreated within their lines, and fuffered 

General Wabberfnow, with that fmall corps to 

reconnoitre the fituation of their'camp, and to carry 

off eleven prifoners, without the lead: motion to 

Superced- cutoff his retreat. Therefore his Majefty fuper- 

ed * ceded this cautious general by the appointment of 

By Gene- General Wedel to his command in chief * with 

rai Wedel. pofitive orders to attack the Ruffian army, which 

confided of 70,000 men, though the Pruffian 
forces did not exceed 30 ; oco. 

General Wedel arrived at the Pruffian camp at 
Zullichau on the 2 2d of July, efcorted by 200 
dragoons, commanded by Major Podewils ; who 
in his march defeated a Ruffian detachment plun- 
dering the village of Radwitz, killed 69, and took 
wbo pre- 80 prifoners. General Wedel immediately re- 

Skthe at ' connoitred » in P erl ' on > the pofition of the enemy’s 
Ruffian camp, which ftill was at Langemeil. But next 
morning, he dilcovered by their motions, that the 
Ruffians were preparing to quit their entrench- 
ments, and to draw nearer the Oder, which after- 
wards appeared to favour M. Daun’s motions 
To difpute a g ain ft the King. So that General Wedel filed 
of e thf 3Seoff with a11 poffible diligence, to difpute the paf- 
Oder. fage of that river. For this purpofe he marched 

his 
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Ms army in two columns, one to march towards A - D - 
Kay, -the other towards Moze. 1 n 9 ' 

Thefe motions foon brought on an engagement. 

For the van-guard of the column, that took the 
rout of Kay, and confided of cavalry, had fcarce Skimrifhe*; 
pafled the defile of Kay, before they fell in with 
the enemy’s light troops : which they repulfed with 
great lofs. Skirmilhes happened every where in 
favour of the Pruffians : and General Schorlem- 
mer’s cavalry did great execution at different 
times, in their march. Lieutenant-General Man- Engage- 
teufell, with fix battalions, drove the enemy from niciu * 
•feveral batteries, which the Ruffians had eredted 
upon the heights to cover them as they advanced. 

But the fire from thofe heights was fo well ferved, General 
and continued with fuch brifknefs, and the Pruf- li^Uo 00 * 
fians having the word: of the ground, and not deflft * 
being able to bring their artillery to bear upon 
•their enemies, that General Wedel was obliged 
to defift from the charge. 

The Ruffians and their confederates greatly 
magnified this adtion to their own advantage. But 
when we confider that the Ruffians did notpurfue 
Wedel’s army •, and let him quietly fit down and 
pitch his camp within cannon (hot of their own, 
and with his right wing extending to the hill of 
Kay, where the adtion began : they could have no 
reafon to boaft of the fuccefs of the day. And His lofs. 
though the Pruffians loft h 4000 killed, prifoners, 
and wounded ♦, the Ruffians lofs was confiderably 

fc Some accounts make the lofs only 1000, otners 8000 men. 

G g 2 more. 
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more. But the greateft lofs of the Pruffians was 
in the death of General Woperfnow, who was 
killed in attacking a battery. There were 3000 
wounded, amongft whom was General Manteu- 
fell. 

The Ruffians, though not in a humour to re- 
new the battle, and to force the trenches of Ge- 
neral Wedel, endeavoured to improve the oppor- 
tunity, when they were well affured, that the 
Pruffians were not in a condition to venture an- 
other battle, till ftrongly reinforced. In this in- 
terval Prince Solticoff quitted his camp, and made 
himfelf mailer of Frankfort upon the Oder, and 
of Croffen, without oppofition. 

His Pruffian Majefty, who had been obliged 
to make various motions, to counteract the fchemes 
of M. Daun, endeavouring to draw nearer to the 
rout of the Ruffians, and to facilitate their ope- 
rations againlt Silefia, in order to favour the plan, 
he had formed for all the confederate armies, to 
attack the Pruffians at one time ; had Quitted his 
camp in the mountains near Landlhut, and march- 
ed by the way of Herchberg to Lahn. In this 
rout his vanguard met with the Aullrians under 
General Laudohn, who had entered Silefia by the 
way of GriefFenberg, and obliged him to retreat 
with lofs. 

His Majefty had his eye chiefly on the motions 
of the Ruffians •, whofe prcgrefs was to be llopt 
at all events : and as all accounts concurred to 
make their motions daily more hazardous to his 
intereft, the King refolved, after this repulfe of 

Laudohn, 
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Laudohn, by which Silefia was fecured from any A. D. 
immediate attack from the Auftrian army, to wait, 17S9 ' 
at Gepperfdorff, the fuccefs of his arms under 
General Wedel ; having for that purpofe chofen His ftrong 
a ftrong and advantageous camp on the heights cim ‘ ' 
before the village of Schmotfieffen, both flanks 
well covered : its left towards Liebcnlhel, and 
Loewenberg behind its right wing. At the fame m. Daun’s 
time M. Daun occupied the heights behind the caniI> * 
Quiefs, extending his right towards GriefFenberg, 
and his left to Lauban, with his head quarters at 
Gorlitz Heim in Lufatia. 

The two armies were thus fituated, when the 
news of the adlion between the Ruffians and the 
Pruflians arrived in their camps. His Pruflian King of 
Majefty refolved immediately to march, in perfon, Jfoiutiou 
to revenge the caufeof General Wedel, and there- t0 march 

0 againlt the 

by to defeat the Ruflians. M. Daun penetrated Ruffians, 
into this defig n, and prepared immediately to re- M. Daun 
inforce the Ruflians with a ftrong body of Au- th^Rur-* 
ftrian cavalry, of which they w r ere in need. The fians * 
King put himfelf at the head of 10,000 choice 
troops, and marched for Wedel’s army on the ift 
of Auguft, leaving the reft of his forces under 
the command of his brother Henry, to watch M. 

Daun. M. Daun had already detached about 
12,000 horfe and 8000 foot, under the command 
of General Laudohn in chief. Thefe troops 
marched in two divifions; one column through 
Silefia, the other through Lufatia, and would 
have completed their jundtion had not General 
Wedel taken the poll of Plauen, oppoftte to 

G g 3 Croflen. 
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A. D. CrcfTen. By which means his Pruflian Majefty 
came up with the column commanded by General 
between Haddick, at Somerfeldt, who retired at the ap- 
thefede- proac h 0 f the Prufiians; but not without con fi- 

tachments. t 

derable lofs in his rear-guard ; and in feveral fkir- 
mifhes : in which the Prufiians made a large booty 
and 2000 prifoners. Yet it was not in his Ma- 
jefty 's power to prevent the Auftrians joining the 
Ruflians before he was in a condition to attack 
their main army. 

The King The King found General Wedel at Crofien, 
rTwedd. which he had retaken from the Ruflians : and on 
the 4th of Auguft, their forces were joined at 
Muhlrofe. But as the Auftrian auxiliaries had 
Waits for augmented Soltikoff ’s army to 90,000, it was 
judged necefiaryto put off the intended attack till 
his Majefty could receive further reinforcement : 
and his only refource on this occafion was to recall 
the 9000 men detached under General Finck, to 
cover Saxony in his abfence. Finck joined his 
Majefty’s army on the 8th, at Lebus : and from 
that moment it was determined to march in quefl: 
of the Ruflians, and to give them battle. 

The Ruflians and Auftrians together made an 


further re- 
inforce- 
ment. 


Joined by 

General 

Finck, 


Strength of 
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Motives 
for fight- 
ing* 


army of 90,000 men ; and were entrenched be- 
tween Frankfort and CunnerfdorfF in an advan- 
tageous fituation, and defended by an immenfe 
artillery. The Prufiians did not mufter 50,000 
men : but the deferring of an adtion was leaving 
the enemy at liberty to over-run and pillage the 
belt and richeft part of his dominions ; was giv- 
ing up Saxony a prey to the Imperialifts, who 

had 
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had already taken advantage of its defencelefs A - D. 
ftate : it was expo.fj.ng Berlin itfelf to the parties * 759 ‘ 
detached againft th.at capita], by M. Daun, and it 
was endangering aft bis dominions ; which nothing 
could lave but a victory •, or at leaft a battle, that 
might check the progrefs of the Ruffian army. 

Difficulties in fuch a cafe were to be difregarded. 

Danger was to be braved. On the 1 ith the Pruf- Pruflian 
fian army palled the Oder near Cuftrin, and form- ^ t C j r e ot 
ed in order of battle near Either, purfuing its 
march to Bifchoffsee. General Finck was charged 
with the corps of referve ; with which he took 
poft on the eminences, between that place and 
Trettin. 

The 1 2th was the decifiveday. The army be- 
gan to march towards Repin at two in the morn- 
ing, halted and formed in a wood, and then ad- 
vanced towards the Ruffians. The left wing was 
kept back. The van-guard gained an eminence 
oppofite to the enemy’s left •, on which the King 
ordered feveral batteries to be eredted, intending 
to make his greateft effort on that fide. It was Battle be- 
1 1 o’clock before his Majefty could bring matters sun * 
to bear for the onfet ; when unmalking his batte- 
ries, there began a moll furious fire upon the cen- 
ter of the Ruffian left, and upon its right point, 
with fuccefs : and, as foon as he perceived the 
diforder of the enemy, occafioned by the cannon- 
ade, his Majefty ordered fome battalions in co- 
lumns, to fall upon the left point, and the flank 
of the left wing. The charge was made with 
fuch impetuofity, that the Ruffians were ftaggar’d 

G g 4 and 
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and ready to give way. The Pruflians made 
themfelves matters of three batteries* on which 
they found 8o pieces of cannon : and for upwards 
of fix hours, the advantage was fo manifeftly on 
the fide of Pruflia, that the Ruffians themfelves 
began to defpair of victory, and his Majefty made 
himfelf fo fure of fuccefs, that he difpatched a 
meffenger with this billet to the Queen : — “ Ma- 
“ dam, we have drove the Ruffians from their 
“ entrenchments, and have taken a vaft artillery. 
“ You may foon expert to hear of a glorious 
“ victory.” But fortune played his Majefty a 
trick on this occafion. She led him through al- 
moft impenetrable intrenchments ; enabled him to 
force one poft after another, as far as Cunnerf- 
dorff: but here fne deferted, and left him a prey 
to his own raftinefs. 

Prince Soltikoff, finding himfelf thus defeated 
almoft in every quarter, refolved to make his laft 
ftand on his left wing, much fhattered, but more 
entire than any other part of his army. He af- 
fembled the remains of his right wing; drew off 
the whole fecond line of the centre, and divided 
them both into fmall corps, or large battalions, 
formed in long fquares or columns, to fupport the 
flank of his left wing : and then the Ruffian 
general, under cover of an advantageous emi- 
nence, called the Jews burial ground, fortified 
with a ftrong redoubt, drew up a great body of 
his troops, by way of a forlorn hope, fupported 
by all the Auftrian cavalry, which had not yet 
been engaged. The Ruffian advocates pafs’d great 

encomiums 
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encomiums upon thefe motions and difpofitions A - D. 
made by their general. ‘ Thefe motions, fay 
‘ they, were made with an order impracticable to 
1 any but the boldeft and molt intrepid troops : 

‘ and that the King of Pruffia had no idea of a 
‘ manoeuvre fo cool and phlegmatic in the midft 
‘ of fuch a hot fire.* 

The truth is this. The Ruffians were driven Remarks, 
out of their trenches ; they fled before the Pruf- 
fians ; and they placed their laft refort for defence, 
and to fave the remains of their army, in a fitua- 
tion really impregnable by an army fatigued, by 
the hard fervice of fix hours daughter, in an ex- 
ceffive hot day, and unable to bring up their ar- 
tillery over bad ground, while they muft be ex- 
pofed to a great train, in defence of that poft. 

Had the King of Pruffia been contented with his 
advantages and maintained his ground, the Ruf. 
fians would have acted the fecond part of their 
conduCt, under General Fermer and had been 
heartily drubbed at Zorndorlf. It is very pro- 
bable, that in a few days they would have returned 
back by the neareft way into their own territories : 
but flufhed with fuccefs, he could not be fatisfied 
with any thing lefs than a total overthrow of his 
enemies ; without confulting the danger and diffi- 
culty of renewing the attack. 

His generals remonftrated againft fo defperate a Continues 
ftep-, which could promife nothing but the de- contrary ^ 
ftruftion of his own troops, and the lofs of thofe 

nerals. 

1 Sec page 334., &c. Vol. III. 

advantages 
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A. D. advantages, and that glory they had already ac- 
i759 '* quired His Majefty would hear no opposition to 
his opinion. It was refoivcd : the attack was 
made. The Au (Irian cavalry came frefh into the 
addon, and beat the Fruffian horfe back, which 
put the foot into disorder. His Majefty did his 
utmoft to retrieve the affair: thrice. he hiaifeif led 
on his troops to the charge, and expofed his per- 
fon to the greateft danger. He had two hotfes 
killed under him, and leverai balls paffed through 
his cioaths. But all thefe efforts were in vain. His 
troops were ipent. The poft was inacceffible : and 
fome of the enemy’s cannon were brought within 
Defeated. 40 yards, and fired with cartouch. Therefore, 
perceiving that his men were exhaufted, and. that 
he had been deceived in his opinion of the ene- 
my’s ftrength and courage, he came to the refla- 
tion to draw them off: in which he was favoured 
by the approach of night. For, that enabled him 
to get poffefiion of fome heights, which could be 
eafily defended : and by that means he covered 
the retreat of his troops, who were obliged to re- 
turn to the place, where they began the attack, and 
quit all the advantages, they had gained in the be- 
ginning of the day. 

As loon as his Prufiian Majefty was convinced 
of this fatal error, he difpatched another courier 
Letter to to inform his Queen, “ That he had hazarded 
the Queen. « anot h er attempt, in which he had railed j and 
“ commanded her to remove from Beriin with 
“ the royal family ; and to fend the archieves to 
“ Potzdam. He alfo gave the city leave to make 

“ conditions 
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<6 conditions with the enemy.” For it was not A. D. 
doubted, hut that the Ruffians would make the I ' 759 ‘ 
beft of their way to plunder the capital of Bran- 
denburg, and lay the Elediorate under heavy con- 
tributions. 

This was the mod bloody battle the Kinp- of L ° rson 

^ , .. T , . ° both fide 

Prufiia had ever fought. He loit almoft twenty 
tnouland of his beft troops. The enemy’s lofs was 
not fo great •, though it is certain, that they had 
loft upwards of 10,000 men, before they retreated 
to the Jew’s Burying-ground. But what injured 
the King moft was, the great {laughter amongft 
his officers, and the lofs of his artillery. General 
Putkammer was amongft the (lain j and fcarce an 
officer efcaped without a wound. In this condi- 
tion his Majefty, next day, retreated over the 
Oder, collected his fugitives, and faw with joy 
and aftonilhment, the enemy remain inadtive and 
quiet in their camp. He marched thence to Rctrents 
Fuftenwalde, a fituation that eaied him of all without 

_ _ . ill?- molefta- 

his fears for Berlin; as it enabled hml to cover tion. 
his capital from all incurfions of the Ruffians, and 
preferved a communication for fupplies of provi- 
sions, ammunition and cannon from the royal 
magazines in that city. Here alfo his Majefty 
was reinforced with 5000 men, under the com- 
mand of General Kleift, whom he recalled from 
Pomerania. 

When Soltikoff began to move, inftead of Ruffians 
taking the rout for Brandenburg he marched fur- oTunf* 
ther into Silefia, with part of his army, joined 
M. Daun’s army in Lufatia, and confulted with 
that general in what manner they might beft im- 
prove 
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prove the late advantage; the Imperialifts having 
already over- run Saxony, and reduced Hall, Leip- 
fic, Torgau and Drefden. Their refolution was 
for the Ruffians to befiege Great Glogau. But 
this defign was fruftrated by the penetration of the 
King ; who, forefeeing their intention, detached 
General Wunck, with fix thoufand men, to check 
the progrefs of the Imperialifts in Saxony, and 
encamped with the reft of his army, fo as to co- 
ver Glogau from a furprize. 

Thus we fee four great armies, commanded by 
the King of Pruflia, Prince Henry, Count Daun 
and General SoltikofF, encamped in Lufatia and 
the borders of Silefia. They watched the motions 
of each other-, while the war was carried on 
brifkly by detached parties. Wunch retook Leip- 
fic, joined General Finck at Eulenburg, and in 
their rout towards Drefden, they frightned Ge- 
neral Haddick from an advantageous poll near 
Roth-Scemberg, and repulfed him, joined by the 
whole Imperial army near Meiffen, on the 21ft of 
.September. The Auftrians and Imperialifts at- 
tacked the two Pruffian generals in their entrench- 
ments at Corbitz ; and endeavoured to diflodge 
them by a furious cannonade from morning to 
night, under whofe favour they retired with a 
confiderable lofs in killed and wounded, and 500 
prifoners in the hands of the Pruffians. 

Prince Henry formed a fcheme to furprize a 
confiderable body of Auftrians under General 
Vehla, at Hoyerfwerda, about eleven German 
miles diftant from his camp at Hornfdorft, near 

Gor- 
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Gorlitz. Which he executed with fuccefs on the A * 

23d of October, and took the General and 1200 * 75 ^‘ 

men prifoners, and killed fix hundred. 

H is Highnefs afterwards joined the troops un- 
der Finck and Wunch, which obliged M. Daun 
to abandon his camp alfo, and to march with all 
expedition to cover Drefden ; which city, it was 
probable, that prince had refolved to attempt. 

Prince Soltikoff, on this occafion, feparated from Auftrians 
the Auftrians, and the fiege of Glogau being im- 
pradlicable, they repaffed the Oder at Neufalze, rate - 
and encamped at Franftadt: fo that the banks of 
the Oder, at this time, entertained three armies, 
the Ruffians at Franftadt, a body of Auftrians, 
under General Laudohn, at Schlichtingfkeim ; the 
Pruflians, under their King at Koben. 

Prince Henry’s communication with the King Operations 

# or Prince 

was entirely cut off; and his army was almoft Henry, 
furrounded by Auftrian detachments : but by his 
vigilance and a&ivity he gained feveral advantages 
over them. General Finck drove them out of 
Yogelfang •, and with fix battalions and fome ca- 
valry he crofied the Elbe, and joined a Prufiian 
corps at Wittenberg, retired from Duben before 
the Auftrians. 

This was all that happened in thefe quarters Duked'A- 
till the 29th of Oftober, when the Duke d’Arem- 
berg, with fixteen thoufand Auftrians, marched 
from Dammitch, to occupy the heights near 
Pretfch ; and was attacked and defeated by Ge- 
neral Wunch, who made 1200 prifoners, amongft 
whom were twenty officers and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral 
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A. D. neral Gemmingen ; and took fome cannon, great 
17 ;>9 ' -part of their tents, and a large quantity of bag- 


Piince ' After this action Prince Henry, encamped with 
Henry all his party, called in at Stre-hla : from whence, 
near Tor- on the 16th day of November, he marched to a 
ftron'g camp near Torgau, to prevent his commu- 
joineil by nication with that city being cut off. Befides, he 
the King. was f oon joined by tine King himfelf and 20,000 
men from Silefia. 

The King had conceived a project to hinder 
the retreat of the Auftrians into Bohemia, by 
gaining pofifefiion of the defiles of Maxen and 
General OttendorfF. He detached nineteen battalions and 
Finck iur- thirty-five fquadrons, under General Finck, for 

rounded. * . 1 ? 

this iervice. But there was fome egregious miftake 
either in the project or in its execution. For 
though Daun, on advice of this motion, did re- 
tire to Plauen : yet it feems to have been with a 
defign to draw the Prufiians more into his power, 
by making them more off their guard. Finck 
•was fcarce encamped on the hill near the village 
of Maxen, before he faw himfelf attacked by the 
corps de referve of M. Daun’s army, which was 
encamped under the command of Baron de Sin- 
cere, near Dippodefwalda. The baron marched 
his troops in four columns through the woods, 
and furrounded the Prufiians, before they had the 
Bravery oflcaft intimation of their approach. However, the 
his troops, conduft G f General Finck, and the bravery of his 
troops, maintained their ground with great refo- 
lucion, till they loft their redoubt, and were over- 
powered 
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powered by numbers : and then they made their A.-D. 
retreat good from height to height, till, by fa- 
vour of the night, they reached Falkenhayn. 

But this was of very lhort duration. For at Obliged to 
break of day the general found himfelf l'o en* 
clofed, by the difpofitions made by M. Daun, that 
it was impofiible for him :o efcape and had no 
alternative left, but to furrender himfelf, eight 
other Pruffian generals, and his whole corps, 
prifoners of war, with fixty-four pieces of cannon, 
fifty pair of colours, and twenty -five ftandards. 

This certainly was the punifhment of an over- 
fight in his Pruffian Majefty ; who fhould have 
preferved a communication with Fir.ck : but he, 
in the beginning of December v , met with another 
lofs, which could not be fbrefeen. This was, the General 
lofs of General Diercke, and three battalions, on obliged to 
the banks of the Elbe, oppofite to MiefTen. Ge- ^ iender - 
neral Diercke had been ftationed at that poll, and 
being recalled was obliged to tranfport his troops 
in boats, the floating ice preventing the ufe of 
his pontoons. When he and his rear-guard were 
left, a ftrong body of Auftrians attacked them, 
and after an obftinate defence took him and all 
his men, amounting to between 3 and 4000. 

If the King of Pruffia is culpable for the lofs M. Daun’ 
of General Finck’s detachment, it is with amaze- Safu'S 
ment that all Europe faw M. Daun marching into 
Saxony, and occupying the ftrong camp of Pirna, 
after an a&ion, that deprived his Pruffian Majefty 


k The 3d cf December. 


of 
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A. D. of 20,000 men, and otherwife injured his future 
,759 ‘ operations ; inftead of purfuing the blow, when 
it was more probable than at any period of the 
war, that one vigorous effort would have crufhed 
the King of Pruffia, and put an end to the troubles 
in that part of Germany. 

Weaknefs The King of Pruffia’s ftrength being confider- 
duft ofthe ably reduced, by thefe two late blows, at the con- 

Prulia 0f c ^ ufion a l° n g cam P ai g n J and plcafing him- 
felf with the inactivity of his formidable enemy, 
who had almoft 40,000 men more than himfelf* 
took all poffible meafures to prevent a furprize, 
and obtained a reinforcement of 12,000 men, un- 
der the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwick, from 
the allied army •, but when he faw M. Daun laid 
up at Pima, his Majefty difmiffed thefe auxiliaries, 
and placed his own troops in winter- quarters. 


END or the THIRD VOLUME, 



# 










♦ 





/ 

























2 in 


> l i|lii l i|/ 


5 cm 


3 4 

Jl | M I \ | M I \ | M 1 1 1 l'l I 1 1 t'l l l | l'l I / 1 l'l 1 1 1 1 I M l'| 


8 


10 






